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scar Derby Candidates Jockey For 
Showcase Positions in Mad Scramble 


By ARTHUR UNGAR + 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. After almost a year-and-a-half of 
Annual rush for showcases to Runyon Dead at 62 p oducing escapism, innocuous bD1oOg- 
ho prospective Academy Awards | raphies and generally frothy b.o. 
candidates is unusuafly heavy this | Damon Runyon, veteran news- | fare. Hollywood appears once again | 
year with the number of de luxe | penetann and author, died in New |to have “gone significant.” Whether 
p tures turned out. There was also | York last night (Tues.) after a lin- lit is the result of the lash to which 
Oe es reed © gering iliness. He had been in a| th Americar film industry has been 
and the difficulty of getting pictures ' |put during the past month from all 
ready for release. All of which coma several days | quarters, or merely reflects a swing 
made December a tough month to Though Runyon had been ailing | from the reaction against significance 
get placements with result that in-| several years, ha had continued his| which set in at the end of the war, 
dependent producers claimed they | Sinead pat ae during all* that | isn't clear. Nevertheless, story de- 
were not getting the breaks of the _ |}partments have definitely switched to 
majors in playdates. As a conse- | period, His age was 62 la search for yarns “with something 
quence, the Academy of Motion Pic- | ‘ mica lt. sey” 
tire Arta & Sciences modified its | ” | Four companies, as a matter of 
by-laws Nov. 18 causing a turmot!! ! | adh” ene teeaicaik sdcaaiak Gas a 
that ted to lest Wridey night's special aS IC 0e ul high purpose recently and are pre- 
meeting, at which the old rules were | mening $6 give thims Hedietent tanh. 
“ ates: : ment. Paramount has taken an option 
Howevyel it still looks as though | on “Sealed Verdict novel being 
there will be an annual battle be- } 0S y 0 y written by correspondent Lionel S. 
tween the majors and indies on | ih: Seaeine: abekel teat Balk wah 
la les ‘ > ; 4 ‘ . . . = 
in an income tax case continues to] title to “Stool Pigeon,” factual story 


pictures pointed for Academy con- 
sideration have the best chance of se- 
lection if veleased towards the 
of the year as the old rule of out-of- 


izht, out-of-mind seems to prevail 
with respect to pictures released 
eaily in the year and such films do 


(Continued on page 49) 


SHOWMEN CHASED 
BACK TO RR TRAVEL 


Number of peopie in show biz who 


do a lot of traveling have been 
switching from planes to trains be- 

cause of poor service by the air- 
lines. Squawks are numerous con- 
cerning slipshod manner of opera- 
tions of ticket and reservations de- | 
partments and frequent delays in 
takeoffs when weather isn't directl) 


to blame. Airlines 
justification of some of the beefs, 
maintain they're doing all 
to clear up the situation by 
eqgiiipment and substituting 
grade personnel for 
wartime job-fillers. 
Particularly maddening to travel- 


but 
adding 


some ol 


ers is inability to get the airlines 
on the phone, lines being forevei 
busy. Companies assert they are 


getting additional phones as fast as 
(Continued on page 49) 


British May Film Saga 





Of ‘Stars & Stripes’ First. 


British are aiming to get the jump | 


on filming the story of the GI pub- 


lication, Stars and Stripes, a subject | 


which is a 
celluloid. 
Toi 


natural for treatment in 
Michae! Powell, produce 


sical around the sheet with the Lon- | 
aon Times Bldg... site of the British 
edition, as focal point for the pic 


Powell is currently seeking Jack Bu- 
Chanan, British musical comedy star, 
for the lead as editor-in-chiet. 
Story will play up the comic 
ferences between the dashing, irrev- 
erent GI reporters and the British 
Versian in bowlers and striped pants 
Boih thronged the building. the 


London Times also had its of- 
fice there 


dif- 


since 
chiet 


end | 


acknowledge | 
possible | 


higher | 
the | 


Arthur Rank is framing a mu-| 





spotlight one of the most unusual 


figures in show business. Deduc- 
|tions made by Miss Chase, as bad 


| debts, of $58,100 loaned to the Mord- 
bey Ballet in 1939 and $241,500 loaned 
to Ballet Theatre in 1940, were up- 
held in the N. Y. Ta« Court. 


The figurés are reminder that Miss 
Chase, heiress of the Ewing rug mil- 
lions, who is sole stockholder of 
Bullet Theatre as well as one of 
the company’s dancers, will have 
poured an estimated $1,500,000 into 
bellet by the end of the season, to 
represent financial contributions for 
the past nine Only the loans 
imentioned above, however, were 
for tax deduction purposes. 
No other individual has ever spent 
much on ballet. The Mar- 
quis de (who married into 





| 
| 
years 


used 


so money 
Cue as 


(Continued on page 49) 


Trene Winston Writes 


Pic for Self But Told 
_ She’s Not Her Own Type 


| Eagvle-Lion last week bought an 
}original story from radio actress 
Irene Winston—but Miss Winston 
isn’t happy about it. Femme, who's 
llong been a soap opera regular, de- 
| cided a few months ago that the only 


wavy she was going to break into pic- 


tures was to write a yarn 


around herself as heroine. 


| So she sat down and turned 

la 25-page original, “practically us- 

ling a mirror when I was writing the 
description of the principal char- 
acter.” Her agent sent the script to 
Benn Jacobson, FE-L’s eastern studio 
rep, explaining that Miss Winston 
was aiming to sell it as a package 
deal including herseli 

Jacobson looked at the script 

looked at Miss Winston and told he 
the inevituble. le liked the yarn 
and would buy it, he said—but M: 
Winston wasnt the type to play the 

‘ (Continued on page 49) 








built | 


oul 


ON PROW 
MtouAbt, 





by Lawrence Blaine which is unique 

in that the stool pigeon is treated 

sympathetically, the yarn delving 
(Continued on page 54) 


Coal Strike Ebb 





Eases Industry: 


Like a flash flood, 
strike tnreatened 
business, 


the 12-day coal 
to engulf show 
and then subsided quickly, 
leaving more damage to nerves than 
actual grosses. That the enter- 
tainment industry wasn’t hit harder 


Lo 


is due to two factors: the usual pre- 
Christmas slump was already wll 
under way when the strike opened 


and coal supplies, already in transit 
when the miners quit, were enough 
to take care of basic needs during 
the unexpectedly short existence of 
the walkout. End of the strike came 
just in time, however, to prevent 
film houses from plunging into per- 
haps the worst 
five years, 

Probably 
shortage was 


the worst effect of the 
felt by nitéries, which 
already suffering under one 
worst slumps in the past 10 
vears. Without the bright lights of 
Broadway, New York bistros were 
in the brownout. B.o. had 
slide when John 


54) 


were 
of the 


lost takes 


| 


begun a dangerous 


(Continued 


on page 


20% Nitery Tax Too Tough | 


A Hurdle for the Bistros | 


That 20° nitery tax must come off | 
if the niteries are io survive. So | 
insist the bonifaces in view of the! 
currently diminishing spending do! 
lar, 

During th free-spending war | 
years en a fi ov the town raised } 
h sights to S50 or $100 for an eve- | 
nin fun, he didivt worry about | 
that $20 U. S. tax. the size of the 
tit bui no ie even adding } 
the c!} cs to e sure of the totals 


Ma 


i lieb 


| 





| 





YENS ‘SIGNIFICANT’ P 


——————— 


Florida Given the Chill by Biz Fi 











q; 


Miami, Dec 


High Prices Sour Grapefruit League 


most concerted wail heard in 
Sinatra’ s¢ azZ inger’ glitter area since the mid-’30s 
vi ounded by local businessme: 
| Frank Sinatra, who has been the . ed by we J pues , 
* as December dawned in a series of 
'object of a number of offers for the : ; Reg 
“bee, : ; a rain squalls and high winds to ada 
lone picture a year hes allowed to P , 
A ; - 7,,,| to the already sad situation for ho- 
do outside the Metro lot, has finally | ; . = a 
: ‘ - . | tels. niteries and shops, which have 
}settled on doing the “Jazz Singer” | 2 : , 
ls : ion 4 re been anticipating another lush win- 
|for Warners. This film, which he has , 
, ter. All have been caught short on 
| wanted to do for several years as ' le tats d bi tock ; 
; oo-hig rice: Cc ip stocks for 
a remake of the original Al Jolson aie a ont : an “" rhee's 
: ; , alm -exis sines 
version, is tentatively slated to go} mS Oe Sxisvent wpe naan: 
before the cameras around March 15.{| Generally, ousiness is off 60° in 


Either Jerry Wald 


will produce. 


or 


Gets D. C. Brushoff 


Washington, Dec. 10. 
Washington, hub of the President's 
Birthday Ball celebrations since they 
commenced more than 


which may 
of similar affairs in other cities. 
The Washington parties, hypoed by 
luncheon at the White House, have 
have been featured by name Holly- 
wood stars who have drawn crowds 
to the town’s Jeading hotels and to 
the big vaude show at the Arena. 
Understanding here is that local 
(Continued on page 55) 





ee 


Show Biz Ballyhoo 
To ‘Bring History To 
The American People’ 





| 


lof Paris, 
pre-Xmas slump in 


inal Bill of Rights and the Treaty 

on the road. At a special 

(Continued on page 54) 
ondniemnene 


Alex Gott- | 


| before 


Prez Birthday Ball 


a decade ago, | 
will probably have none this year— | 
result in a tapering off | 


ee 


} 


Washington, Dec. 10. 
Radio, films, magazines and news- 
papers were asked today (10) by 
i\U. S. Attorney General Tom C. 
Clark to give full publicity to a 
Government scheme to send histor- | 
ical documents, including the orig- 


} 
} 
} 


most fields, and the situation looks 
to decline in the next few weeks, 


taking a turn for 
There are 
but they 


seem to ve 


the better, 
plenty of people in town 
are not spending. Most 
looking for jobs, with @ 
average on applicants. 
Rumors and reports up north of the 
high prices prevailing, plus those 
fantas $40-a-day rates in 
the beachfront hotels, have: 
any. A thorough checkup rev 
most hotels were set for a pickuy 
around Christmas, then a drop unti! 
mid-January. From then on. per- 
haps—for most. Only about 10 hotels 


20-for-one 


tic some of 
it helped 


1. 9 
eaied 


can say they are booked full for 
three months. The rest, as attested 
to by ads now being run in northern 


newspapers by the hotel 


(Continued on page 55) 


‘NEW ORLEANS’ PRESS 


2roups 





PREVIEW VIA VIDEO“ 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


Firsi film to be given a press pre- 
view via television—though not the 
first current release telecast—will be 
attempted by Don Lee’s W6&XAO 
vith Jule rey’s “New Orleans, 
which Unite® Artists will release 
Date and manner in .which event 
will be handled have not been set 

A special 16m _ print is bemg 
readied for the event which will be 
duplicated around the country. UA 


; also plans video showings of the filra 


for press and exhibitors throughout 
the country. Theatre world premiere 
is set for Feb. 18 at New Orleans 
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The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchesira 
and Choir 


Conducted by 


Phil Spitalny 


Sundays, 4:30 P.M., EST. 
CBS Network 
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Politicos See Little Chance Of 


ashington, Dec. 10 
Reports that the 20° boxoffice tax 
and the equally big nitery bite are 
gue for the ashcan as soon as 
ihe Republicans start passing tax 


legislation 


are without foundation 
VARIETY ha 


leal ed 


Rep. Joseph W. Martin, J R 
NM , e Speaker 
¢ H é Representative 
( ‘ i ily towart 
i t arti excise rate 
‘ ( and in fact tl 
¢ O06 ay to raise mone 
Hy ost { r top GOI 
ore p ; ; +} 
< 
i at the Re} 
licans e promised to cut perso! 
income tax rates aS soon as ( 
but that they have ade no p 
jse about the excises 


Rep. Harold Knutson (R., 


who will be chairman of the W 
and Means Committee the next 
Congress. been insisting fol 
Si € € tne ¢€ ( ¢ ouK ¢ 
aroppec to eir pre ; els He 
even declared that he would intro- 
duce legislation to accomplish this 
p pose. It has been on the stren ‘th 
of Knutson’s statements that it has 
been generally assumed that the 20% 
adn ions tax would speedily go 
back to 10°. and that the 20% ick 
on igchtclub tabs would return to 
the old 5% figure. 

However, Martin’s statement put 
an entirely different look on things 


Important as Knutson will be in the 
next session, Martin will still be sev- 
eral notches above him. 


While it is now unlikely that any 
excise tax cut will get past the 
House, where all tax legislation 
originates n ease any should, it 
will meet fresh opposition in the 
Senate. There a number of Senate 


Jeaders are pledged not to interfere 
with so-called “luxury” taxes until 
the budget is comfortably in balance 


JAS. MASON’S GARBOING 
IRRITATES U.S. PRESS 





James Mason, in less than 
weeks in the United States, has ac- 
quired quite a reputation among 
newspaper and mag _ writers for 
temperament. He appears to be 
doing a Garbo—ducking the scrib- 
blers by every possible means, and 
a cloud of resentment has rolled up. 


However, once the typewriter- 
wielders manage to have words with 
him. he’s. gracious and_ readily 


answers questions. 
Handling Mason’s press 
jis John Monahan, an American 
friend who came to the U. S. with 
him. However, Monahan appears to 
be difficult to get to as Mason 
and has much of the press rather 
bitter. So much so that some 
castic comments have been 
the columns on 
accompanied Mason and his 
Pamela Kellino, here. Included were 
five cats, 32 pieces of luggage and a 
beige-colored, righthand drive 
bulance, for which 
was forthcoming. 


as 


Mason is currently_vacationing at 
New Canaan, Conn.; d will con- 
tinue the siesta soon in Bermuda. 
He ajpeared in a radio version 
of “Bill 
and got himself tagged by the staff 
at rehearsals as having a maddening 
temperament. 


Cantor’s Biopic Deal On 


William Morris agency’s Abe Last- 
fogel is handling the Eddie Cantor 
biopic deal on the Coast with sev- 
eral studios interested. Unlike “The 
Jolson Story,” the Satevepost serial- 
ized the Cantor saga some years ago 
over a period of six weeks, and the 
comedian’s autobiog, “My Life Is 
In Your Hands,” was subsequently 
published. These are the bases for 
the screen biog. 

Cantor meantime has started his 
RKO package deal pic (with Joan 
Davis), “If You Knew Susie.” 

Cantor Pic Goes to D. C. 

Eddie Cantor’s RKO production 

of “If You Knew Susie” starts roll- 





ing in Washington, in January as 
soon a: the 80th Congress goes into 
session. 


Hectic capital background is neces- 
sary for the film. Director’ Gordon 
Douglas will take a crew to Wash- 
ington for backgrounds. Cantor 
stars in the film with Joan Davis. 


NM, B.0., Nite 


} 
two 


relations | 


sar- | 
hitting | 
the retinue which | 
wife, | 


am- | 
no explanation | 


of Divorcement” last week | 


ry Taxes Being Cut 





Sports Shorts 
With Mike Jacobs gravely ill 
it St. Clare's hospital, N. Y,, 
ere is speculation over the 
dling of fights at Madison 
quare Garde Jack Dempsey 
tio! eu 1 ty rte uc- 
iso l ne 
pron iH iS 
at e 20th ¢ v 
S g Club » be w y 
t Jaco contract 

F 
le i 
é l é mtract Vit! Lop- 
poxrers ( ung Joe 
I Bef icken Jacobs 
ved for headline’ fights 
€ nol! S advance, cards 


filiea in Nat 
the Garden matchmaker 
Students and a couple of ticket 
speculators were nabbed 
last in connection 


to be by Rogers, 


by de- 


tectives week 








vith tickets peddled for college 
basketball games, kids digging 
at the Madison Square Garden 
boxoffice and _ delivering to 
brokers at a profit Last week 
there was a sharp drop in de- 
mand for the games and agen- 
cies “ate’ hundreds of tickets, 
aving overloaded week ago 
Tally of the grosses indicated 


capacity but there were plenty 


of empty seats in the Garden. 
Reported that Ned Irish, who 
controls basketball at the Gar- 
den, has stipulated that all those 
on the subscription list for col- 
lege games must also buy for 
pro contests, being developed 
this season Pro game at the 
Garden Sunday (8) was ex- 
cellently attended, other games 
being scheduled for the 7th 
Regiment Armory Part of the 


attendance is accounted 
for by repeated income checking 
up of midtown sports 
who are supposedly 
themselves scarce 
Sammy Kaye is still.dickering 
for four Whitney horses on the 
Maryland farms. All are foals of 
“Swing and Swav” a gee-gee 
named after the Kaye musical 
stvling, and the maestro is col- 


arop in 


devotees 
making 


} lecting the offspring 

Plans by Guy Lombardo to 
have his title-winning speed- 
boat. Tempo VI, displayed in 


Hearn’s department store dur- 


ing the Christmas season, were 
stymied by another speedster, 
Gar Wood. Wood squawked 


because Hearn’s is an agent for 
the speedboat manufactured un- 
der his name, while the Lom- 
bardo craft is a Ventnor, com- 
peting make. 

Angier Biddle Duke, heir to 
the Duke tobacco fortune, 
named to board of directors ‘of 
Guy Lombardo’s Long 
Airlines. 


Lincoln Hotel, N.Y., 


Minor Fire Inspires 








Stricter Gotham Check 


Fire early yesterday at the Lin- 
coln hotel, N. Y., coming three days 
{after the disastrous Winecoff hotel, 
| Atlanta, blaze, is expected to result 
|in a stricter checkup of N. Y. inns. 


Island ~* 








234th WEEK ! 


KEN MURRAY'S 


BLACKOUTS OF 1946” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Ken—not me 


ALAN LADD. 


You're é 


Pase Risley, Pi 
Eds Complain Sex 
Yarns liresome 


tiresome—and 
major com- 
At least 
squawking that 
both 


ow 








Even sex can 
editors for the 
are tired of it. 

say. They're 

recent crop of 
published and 


get 
story 
panies so 
they 
books, 


those 


the 
ready 


lup, are so heavy with the “Forever 


| has 


} sationalism 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| this 


| like 


‘Himber’s 


Amber” influence that it’s getting to 
be boresome 

Pro literary 
they're not prudish, but 
to read as many yarns as they 
do, too much of the same type sub- 
ject matter be too much, even 
if it’s sex 
that a 
roomism is 


that 
one 


0.0.e¢rs maintain 


when 


ean 


the 


for 
books, of 


quantity of 
injected only 
(which sells 
-ourse ) contributes nothing to 


. 
plot, action or character develop- 
! 
t 


large 


and 


nent. In other words, it is not in- 
rinsically a part of the story 
Mentioned as objectionable’ on 
basis in the book department 
are “The Wayward Bus” by John 
Steinbeck, “Letty Fox-Her Luck” by 
Christina Stead, “Hecate County” by 
Edmund Wilson, and “Banner by 
the Wayside” by Samuel Hopkins 
Adams. On the other hand, in yarns 
“The Butterfly” by James M. 
Cain incest is an integral part of 
the story, as is homosexualism in 
Charles Jackson's “Fall of Valor.” 
Even the femme mags are said to 
be getting tainted, with the Woman’s 
Home Companion currently serial- 


| izing Margaret Lee Runbeck’s “Hope 


of the Earth.” 


Full-Scale 
Run-Through in Order 
To Cast His Backers 


Backers will be cast for Richard 











Fact that the Lincoln blaze was} 
brought under quick control is said | 
to favor the hotels, as damage was | 
| confined to a small area, and is said | 
to indicate that N. Y. hotels are | 
comparatively safe. 
| Mayor O’Dwyer has ordered a 


general step-up on hotel inspec- 
tions following the Atlanta blaze. 
However, Housing Commissioner 
Thomas L. Saxl declared that the 
city’s hotels are as safe as laws 
can make them. 


It’s the second time this year that 
hotels will get a severe o.o. The inns 
got a severe checkup following the 
burning of the La Salle, Chicago. 
The Walton hotel, Philadelphia, was 
closed as a result, but most spots 
got a clean bill of health. 

There, however, is the possibility 
that new legislation may be inspired 
by the Atlanta fire, and may force 





many spots to conforn to higher 
standards. 
| Stromberg Balled Up 


Iliness of Lucille Ball caused a 


| Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
i shutdown of filming on Hunt Strom- 


| berg’s picture, “Personal Column,” 
{for United Artists release. 


| 





| 
| 


| 


Himber’s new musical show “Abra- 
cadabra” with a_ special full-scale 
private preview as bait for poten- 
tial angels. 

Himber will have the entire show, 
with Johnny Thompson, Carol Kay, 
Gloria Jerome, Eric Victor Dancers, 
a mixed choir and an 18-piece band, 
trotted out for the  bankrollers. 
Other items include a motion picture 


(directed by Orson Welles) and 

records with magic effects. 
Maestro, a longtime magic fan, 

spent two years writing the book 


and music, with Tot Seymour doing 
the lyrics. Legerdemain is the 


| theme, but show will have no magic 


tricks by the cast, sleight-of-hand 
to be provided by scenery and 
costumes gimmicked to do magic. 


Barry’s London | Visit 
Linked With 3 Plays 


London, Dec. 5. 


Philip Barry is here to arrange 
for the production of three of his 
plays as soon as theatres can be 


found for them—“Animal Kingdom,” 


“Philadelphia Story’ and “Foolish 
Notion.” Current situation makes it 
unlikely any of these will find a 


stage till April, more likely the fall, 
casting troubles increasing difficul- 
ties of the theatre bottleneck. 

Barry told Variety there might be 


| a chance of Katharine Hepburfn com- 


ing to London for “Philadelphia 
Story” but that the Hollywood strike 
was a strongly adverse factor. He 
gave a high compliment to the Brit- 
ish theatre: “It was the Oid Vie sea- 
son in New York that brought me 
here,” he said. “It renewed my 
faith in the theatre.” 





| 











“Business at the night clubs and the 


The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 


‘atres is really falling off. 








Some Mane 


agers claim the slump is only temporary...while they're pointing guns at 


their temples. 
ances because he needs the money 
his straight man. 


Understand Toots Shor is now making radio guest appear- 


Sherman Billingsley has offered to be 


Lew Parker described an evening he recently spent in 
a nitery as “solitary confinement with a cover charge.” Of course all this 
has its effect on the waiters. For a dollar now the headwaiter wil] take 
you to the best table in the place; pick-a-back. One owner is doing all he 
can to keep his acts happy He's just invested $10,000 in tables that ap- 
| plaud The theati iren't tter off. Nowadays ushers 
| the lobby calling, “Fifteen seat And already the theatre 
agers have started to conserve he he) have been ordere: 
n the flashlights, and ave the forefingers coated with phospho 
But I've got to be the first one to admit that business is dropping of 
ast night my mother wasn't. even in the audience 
The Great Wit Way 
Got the shock { \ life Saw Vi-Ca-M picture in \ T K ee) 
Wynn didn't have the ale comedy lead 
Monte Carlo monologue: For every figure added to his addre book 
there's a figure subtracted from his bankbook 
Know an act that works for the fire department... guarantees to empty 
a theatre in two minutes 


| 
| 


al- 
coming | 


Their main objection is | 
bed- | 
sen- | 


Solly Violinsky knows a card player who just started in a 
; by putting deuces up his sleeves. 
George Towne says he just hired the 


mall way 


arranger from the Jello program, 


Now his band plays the “Rhapsody in Blue” in three other colors .. 
Orange, lemon and lime 
Joe E. Lewis claims that Bess, “the horse with the human mind,” is a 


fake he couldn't get one 


f OPA 


material Ss 


ving the plane...The 
Know a comic whose 
the Inner Sanctum. 

“Darling, I see you're still go 
“Oh, no, this one has money!” 


had 


lg around wu 


decent parlay from he 
Took a plane trip to Philadelphia last 
just 


week. The pilot had ai 
all controls 


he’s now doing w: 


removed 
weird 


ith flat heels.” 


One legit theatre manager now refuses te sel] tickets to playgoers until 


he auditions their coughs. 
Red Skelton reports he’s 
bathing beauty.. 


making 


a picture all about a wolf eyeing a 


he’s calling it “Drool in the Sun.” 


Know a girl who's so short, her high heels have to have Adler elevated 


shoes. 

My brother (the one who just had his head termite-proofed) just sola 
an invention to the Kool cigaret people its a match that gives a men- 
tholated hot-foot 

No Truth To the Rumor 

That Phil Harris uses nothing but bonded hair tonic...That John I 
| Lewis is the backer of the “State of the Union”...That for his next screen 
specialty Jose Iturbi will do “Flugle Street.” That Gabby Hayes and Monty 
Woolley were technical advisers on “The Razor’s Edge”.. That Jules 
Verne’s “20 Leagues Under the Sea” is about fountain pen users 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Songplugger’s dream: “The Whole World Is Singing My Song” Hep- 

burn: Katharine the Great...Stan Fisher: To each his Hohne: Francis 





Renault: The Magnificent Doll. ..Undercurrent: Taylor-made. 


Observation 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan 

Know a show-minded surgeon 
his opening. 


Just saw 


Department 


.. that’s one more than Youngman has. 
who 


uses three minutes of material for 


Looks like Tommy Manville’s love life for 1947 has been taken care of 


he just saw the Rockettes. 
Headline: Government 
grounded. 


seizes 


Understand some night clubs are already redecorating for New 


huge 


stock of reefers 300 musicians 


Year's 


Jimmy Dwyer’s just changed its sawdust. 


When a critic blasted a show rece 
the play on the PA system 


ntly, he blamed the whole failure of 
seems it was on. 


“He made his first pass at me on Bedloe’s Island.” 
“Oh-oh, the old Statue of Liberty play!” 


Things are so tough today you can't even get parking space for the car 


you can't buy. 


Beried Eggs 
Understand Gypsy Rose Lee's life will be filmed... it'll probably be told 


in a series of “fleshbacks.” 


Lipquipped at Lindy’s: He lacks enough talent to be a success! 
Understand the way business is falling off all over, Irving Berlin just 


changed one of his songs to “There's 


No Business.” 


Night club manager: Of course you've gotta do a third show. Can't vou 
read the small print in your contract? 
Maxie Rosenbloom: I can’t even read the large print! 


- 


ew racket: He sells eyebrow tweeze 


My brother (the one who has desk space in an agent’s Stetson) has a 
‘rs to John L. Lewis. 


March’s ‘Years’ 
Fredric 
featured 
season, 
He is featured in Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s “The Best Years of Our 
Lives” and opened last week as 
co-star with Florence Eldridge 
‘Mrs. March) in the Ruth Gor- 
don play, “Years Ago.” Both OK. 


March does a 
“Years” 


double- 
billing this 














George §. Kaufman May 


Debut as Pic Director 


George S. Kaufman, who has 
written for the screen but never 
directed a film, yens to do so, pro- 


viding he gets the proper vehicle. 
But when he does, “it'll have to be 
something with jokes, as I'm frankly 


scared of the medium,” says the 
play wright. 
Kaufman (with Charles Mac- 


Arthur) worked on a screen version 
of “Mr. Peabody and the Mermaid” 
for Nunnally Johnson (Universal- 
International) but that hasn't jelled. 
It may be for Peter Lind Hayes, 
whom Johnson (collaborator with 
Kaufman on the book of the current 
legit musical, “Park Avenue”) has 
under contract. 





Mme. Reinhardt to U. S. 
Vienna, Dec. 2. 


Helene Thimig, widow of Max 
Reinhardt, after appearing here 


at the Josefstadt theatre, has left for 
the U. S. 
She'll return in March. 


‘Berle’s Radio Show May : 
K.0. Miami Date; Copa 
Has Lines Out for Jolson 


| 
| 
| Murray Weinger, operator of Mi- 
ami Beach’s Copacabana, is trying 
to lure Al Jolson back to the niteries 
as a headliner. He has offered the 
| mammy-singer $15,000 plus overages 
lon gross beyond $50,000. 

Milton Berle, under consideration 
‘for a radio show by the Milton Biow 
| agency, has a clause in his Copa con- 
,tract which would enable him to 
drop the date if the airshow comes 
through. Thus the Jolson 
case Berle can’t show. 

Berle is ready to drop the $12,500 
weekly sum plus 50% of gross over 
| $50,000 in favor of the $2,000 week- 
lly airshow. This curious type think- 
ing is a result of the tax structure 
since Berle can keep little of what 
| he'll draw at the Copa, and Berle’s 
\feeling that a radio 
|carry more national prestige 
ithe nitery engagement. 
| Weinger, consequently, is in a pre- 
idicament if Berle drops out. His 


closest competition, the Beachcom- 
‘ber, Miami Beach, has signed Sophie 
; Tucker and Willie Howard to head- 
| line against Berle, and now he must 
‘find a drawing card of equal power. 


feeler in 


would 
than 


show 
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IDLE FILM COIN SEEKS SIDELINES 





10 Years Later the Cycle Veers: 
Stix No Longer Nix Hick Pix’ 


Call it a return to the 
things in hie or what you will, the 
fact stands out that there’s an in- 
creasing tendency on the part of 
motiaqn picture customers in the 
ainall towns and hinterlands to shy 
away from the more ornate and com- 
plicated Hollywood pix in favor of 


simpler ¢ 





outdoor action pictures. 

It was almost 10 years ago that 
Variety ran its now-famous head 
line: “Stix Nix Hick Pix.” The stors 
then stressed that fans outside 
larger cities in the U. S. had put a 
definite hex on pictures dealing with 
bucolic themes. Seems that the ru- 
ralites, then just staggering out of 
the depression, had enough worries | 


on their minds without having to| 
have Hollywood constantly remind 
them of same. What they demanded | 
then were sophisticated comedies, 


which were just coming into their 
own in the wake of such pioneers as 
“a Happened One Night.” 


Today : 
volved in 
outdoor action 
a steady resurgence 
favor in the 
same VARIETY 


the same citizens in- 
problems, the 


with 
postwar 
pictures have made } 
into public | 
hinterlands, That | 
headline today, 
sequently, could well read 
Pick Hix Pix.” Many of the 
budgeted Hollywood productions | 
dealing with the customary boudoir | 
melodramas have been consistently | 
in the rural regions by 
(Continued on page 53) 


con- 
“Stix 


top- 


outdrawn 


Rank’s Pix Packages 
(Incl. French, Italian) 
For Arty U.S. Houses 


Community concerts, widespread 
habit in hundreds of middling-sized 
Aimerican towns, are going to be 
sed as a wedge to pry open the 
J. S. market for British pix. Plan 
get by Preslige Pictures, unit of the 
) Arthur Rank organization, calls 
for novel distribution of a batch 
of the more arty of the Rank films 
through bookings similar to that of 
concerts. Idea, touched upon by 
William Heineman, Rank’s chief of 
sales for U. S., at last week's Chi- 
cago meet, is for a tieup with local 
econcert-promoting groups on a na- 
tional scale for advance series sub- 
criptions by group members on 
Soaanen pix. 


Understood that Prestige will head 
of possible criticism that method is 
form of British propaganda by in- 
@luding in each package several 
foreign language films, either French 
or Italian. Rank, according to re- 


ports, is dickering to pick up U. S. | 


distribution rights to a number of 
Continental-produced films with this 
in mina. 

Prestige will follow system em- 
om gees by concert bookings agencies 

ut never previously employed by 
film distribs. Cashin 
lated publicity that British films are 
more adult than most of those 


(Continued on page 27) 


H. Allen Smith’s ‘Rhubarb’ 
To Mike Todd for $100,000 


H. Allen Smith’s current bestseller 
“Rhubarb” may be Mike Todd's first 
picture for Universal-International 
telease, possibly ahead of Edna Fer- 
ber's “Great Son,” which Todd al- 
ge has. He paid Smith $100,000 
or the film rights but details over 
the sequel rights—Todd has an idea 
that the baseball club-owning cat, 
“Rhubarb,” may become a_ series 
weg “Lassie” —are still being worked 
out, 

Todd ‘hopes to land Bob Hope on 
&® percentage deal for the latier’s 
dutside picture away from Paia- 
mount to do “Rhubarb.” 


—_. 


CURTIZ’S FRANCES MARION 
Hollywood, Dec. 10 
Curtiz Productions has 
ne Frances Marion to a term 
Writing pact and handed her screen- 


play chores on “Serenade” on the 
Warner lot. 


in on accumu- 








Michael 
Signed 


— Marion vacationed in New 
ors for a month since leaving 
Metro. 


the | 





H. L. Mencken 


with cheracteristic iconoclasm 


details 


“Why I Eschew the 
Theatre” 


en editerial feature 
ef the forthcoming 


41st 


4nniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 














‘Exhibitor Group 


Demands ‘Abie’ 
Get UA Brush 


Dec. 


Minneapolis, 
Representing 


10 


himself 


as 


| 





spokes- } 


FILM Ct 





man for a “Group of Indignant In- | 
dependent Exhibitors,” Bennie Ber- 
ger, North Central Allied president, 


has delivered an ultimatum to Grad 
Sears, United Artists sales head, de- 
manding withdrawal of “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” from release until time 
the Bing Crosby production has 
been revised to remove causes of 
present criticism. Alternative, Ber- 
ger advised Sears, is move by in- 
dependent exhibitors here to have 
state and local censorship enacted to 


} 
sucn 


as 


enable prohibition of “offensive” 
films, 

Berger says group, comprising 
Twin City independent exhibitors 


mostly, delegated him to write Sears 
and inform him of the feeling among 
them against UA is running high. 
These theatre owners, he declares, 
are highly indignant because of pro- 
duction of a picture allegedly “of- 
fensive to religious and racial seg- 
ments.” 

While personally opposed to any 
film censorship, Berger told Sears 
that sentiment for it would be so 
strong among exhibitors he'll not be 
able to ward it off if present request 
is rejected. 

Pic is slated 
Dec. 27. 


to go into release 


Matty Fox’s Penthouse 
Atop the New U Bldg. 


Matty Fox, Universal's exec 
veepee, has streamlined his com- 
muting problem. He's building a 
penthouse on top of the new Tish- 


man building now under construc- 
tion at 388 Park avenue (57th 
street). His office will be some- 


where below since U is set to move 
its h.o, into the structure on com- 
pletion, May 1, when it will be- 
come known as the Universal Bldg. 

Further geographical merger of 
Fox and U took its first step last 
week when the company leased the 
Park Avenue theatre. Worldwide 
Development Co. in which Fox is 


the major stockholder, occupies 
three floors in the Park Avenue 
Bidg. 


Schwartz Back to Coast 
Dickering Own Indie Pic 


His “Park Avenue” legit musical 
launched, tunesmith Arthur 
Schwartz returns to Hollywood 
Dec. 28 where he will probably con- 
summate an independent picture 
deal. 

Former Warner 
has financing set but is dickering 
for a couple of properties before 
making further plans. He does not 
want to tie himself to any one 
studio. Likelihood continues that 
Enterprise mav be his ultimate af- 
filiations, when and if he sets the 
other details. 


Bros, producer 
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By IRA WIT 
Bn iIsioning an uhnorecedented 
$70,000,000 boost in cash and work- 
ing capital of major companies by 
the year’s windup, film toppers re 
currently predicting a thrust by the 
majors into allied fields as a prime 


developn ent of 1947. The expat sion 
is thought the 
to the welcome problem 
cash holdings to work 


as probable 


ot 
with the total 


enswer | 


putting | 


« 





| 
| 


| 


due to reach a mountainous $240.- | 
000,000 for all majors but United 
Artists. Sum which climbed mete- | 
orically in the past five years had 
totaled the heretofore peak of $170.- 
000,000 at the outset of °46 

Major tields to face the invasior 
DbIggles sa} ire the book publishi 
and recording outfits. Metro has al- 
ready made the first move by setting 
up M-G-M Records as its own 

xworks Universal-International 


has been recurrently reported dick- | 


Vogue 


has long mulled 


ering to take over Records. 
David O. Selznick 
a Vanguard disk label. Other com- 
panies have been flirting with the 
idea—since it’s dictated by both the 
economic needs of putting money to 
work and the fact that both artists 
music are available to the com- 
And a definite move in that 
direction by many of the companie: 
is considered inevitable in °47. 
Book Publishing 
Push into the publishing field 


and 


panies, 


vill 


| 


take the form of either buying into | 


established houses or setting up new 
ones to handle stories written pri- 
marily for the screen and motion 
picture reprints of yarns which were 
initially published and later con- 
verted into films. Execs point out 
that pix 
in selling stories and that 

(Continued on page 


the 


26) 


tieup 


HEDY LAMARR FILES 


‘ACT OF GOD’ BABY SUIT 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Hedy Lamarvr’s forthcoming baby 
is the basis of a lawsuit, filed in 
Superior Court, seeking declaratory 
relief from a contract requiring her 
to star in a picture titled “Last 
Year's Snow.” Basis of the suit is 
the same as Helen Hayes’ “Act of 
God” litigation 17 years ago when 


she was about to have a child, while 


in a Broadway legit. 

Contract called for Miss Lamaryr to 
start work in “Last Year's Snow” 
between Aug. 15 and Sept. 15 of this 
year. She contends that pregnancy 
voids her liability during that period 


and at any subsequent time. De- 
fendants in the action are Arnold 
Pressburger, Estate Management 
Corp.. Douglas Sirk and  Marl- 


borough productions. 


have done yeoman’s work | 








UA Board Votes to Oust and Sue 


CK¢ Selznick, Who Immediately Decides 


To Form His Own Distribution Co. 





Eddie Cantor 
writes about the 
**PicturesOn My Wall” 


with interesting closeups on 
Ziegfeld, Bert Williams, Will Rogers, 
Al Jolson, Et. al 


* * * 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 
11st 


{universary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Army Scored 
For Shelving Nazi 
Atrocity Films 


German atrocity films, which have 
been the subject of 
scenes battle for the past year, are 
being quietly wrapped up and per- 
manently locked away. Number of 
organizations, primarily the Society 
for the Prevention of World War 


III, have been fighting to have the 


films released for 16m showing, but 
the Army and State Department 
have now definitely put the ‘“ver- 
boten” label on them, it has been 


learned. 

It is understood that without fan- 
fare or further publicity—the Army 
hopes—the films will be impounded 
as “historic” but not “public” docu- 
ments, Prevention of World War 
III group charges that the reels are 
being laid away under pressure of 
powerful German influences in high 
quarters in the U. S. and is tied 

(Continued on page 53) 





Zanuck Fractures Hand 
In Polo Accident 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Darryl Zanuck is nursing a frac- 
tured right hand as a result of an 
accident on the polo field at Riviera 
Country Club, 

A speeding ball struck him be- 
tween the wrist and knuckles and 
broke two bones. He back at his 
20th-Fox desk with hand in a 
cast. 


IS 


his 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Pre-Xmas Lull Hurts—‘Undercurrent,’ 


‘Skies,’ 


‘Mirror,’ ‘Clouds,’ ‘Mast’ Top Big Nine 


Pre-Xmas slump is being felt in 
nearly all key cities this week, early 
shopping being accentuated by 
brownout, coal strike and last week’s 
edict on parcel post. Elimination of 
dark theatre marquees, restoration 
of normal rail travel and return of 
thousands to, work may help temper 
usual Christmas shopping competi- 
tion from now until the year-end 
holidays. 

Current stanza is largely a re-take 
of last stanza. excepting that most 
of big winners of last week now 
ave in holdover sessions. Again 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) takes the 
palm with “Blue Skies” (Par) just a 
step in the rear. 

Others in the Big Nine in 
strength currently are “Dark 
Mi (U), “Till Clouds Roll By” 
(M-G), “Two Years Before Mast” 
(Par), “Razor's Edge” (20th), “Mar- 
gie” (20th). “Nocturne” (RKO) and 
“Deception” (WB. In runner-up 
slots are “No Leave” (M-G), 
ling Clementine” (20th) 
Say Goodbye” (WB) and 
Heart’ (M-G). Last-pamed. 


order 
ol 


ror” 


| 
| 


| sidering conditions in 
*“Dar- | 
“Never | 
“Secret | 
which | 


teed off in Loa Angeles, is doing | 


nicely in view of seasonal condi- 


tions, and that its just starting out. 
Continued strength shown by “Noc- 
turne”’ which moved it to the top 
nine classification is amazing to ex- 
hibitors. “Mirror” pushed up. to 
third position, Strength shown by 
“Clouds” was entirely on the big 
first week at the N. Y. Music Hall 
despite pre-Xmas lull, etc. 

“Wake Up and Dream” (20th) is 
showing some promise on the basis 
of four playdates this stanza. “The 
Verdict’ (WB), which comes into the 


N. Y. Strand this week. also is 
perking in a couple of spots. “Best | 
Years of Lives’ (RKO) is holding 


up well in third week at N. Y. Astor. 
“San Quentin” (RKO), among the 
new entries, is off to a rousing start, 
topping Providence and fine 
in Boston this frame. 
“Bachelor's Daughters” 
managing to do nicely 
key this stanza 
han (Rep) 


being 


(UA) is 
in some three 
“That Bren- 
vill be okay con- 
ts first 
(U>. now 
first-rur 


Spots 


Girl” 


In N. Y. 
well 


“Killers” 
plaved 


fairly 
locations. 


in 


teed off with a sock session it 

this week, 
(Complete 

Pages 12-13) 


Boroffice Reports on 


¢ While U 


a behind-the- | 


board in 
(Tuesday) aft- 
ernoon decided with le- 
gal to David O. Selznick 
out of the company, Selznick on the 
Coast gave clear indication that he 
would counter by forming his own 
distributing company. Tradenaper 
ads for “Duel in the Sun,” previously 


ited Artists’ 


New York yesterday 


to go ahead 


steps boot 





placed, were revised late last eve- 
ning on orders of the producer’s 
staff. UA insignia was removed and 
for it was substituted the line: “ ‘Duel 
in the Sun’ will be the first release 
of SRO.” SRO stands for Selznick 
Releasiz Organization 

A short time after the change in 
the ads was made. another order 
|} came from Sclznick’s office to hold 
then for tomorrov (Thursday). 
| That’s apparently to time them with 


| + 


the public announcement of the new 
to be made by DOS today. 
Producer’s entire Coast braintrust 
was reported gathered in his stucio 
office all afternoon and late into the 


company 


night, preparing the statement and 
plans which will change Selznick's 
vast orvanization—ostensibly geared 


to supervise sales and publicity un- 
der UA’s banner—into a truly inde- 
pendent distributing company 


Selznick’s action followed within 





minutes of the UA board's decision 
to turn the matter over to a prom- 
} inent New York law firm—not be- 


(Continued on page 26) 


“AUTRY TO COL AFTER 


2 MORE REP FILMS 


Gene Autry moves over from Re- 
public to begin film-making for 
Columbia on a participation basis 
after two more pictures. 

Autry has never made a secret of 
his dissatisfaction with Rep on sev- 
eral counts, most important of which 


was that he claimed he wasn’t get- 
ting enough pictures and exploita- 
tion. Also, competing with stable- 


mate Roy Rogers never pleased him 
overmuch. Following his discharge 
from the Army. Autry sued Rep for 
release from his pact, but was or- 
dered by the court to finish out his 
commitment. 

Under the new Col contract he 
will also have more authority in 
story and production. 
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Several Picture Firms Now Ready 
To Aid Industry Foundation If Plan 
an Reach More Practical Stage 


Sizeable donations may be made? 
by major film companies before the 
end of the current vear to tee off the 
$10,000,000 fund being sought to ini- 
tiate the Motion Picture Foundation 
designed to vide aid to eed 
workers and torme! vorkers ie 
film industry. Some 70 top ndustry 
execs who gathered in New Orieans 
Jast week to lay ans for the MPF 
golved there to get the $10,000,000 
together within the next o years 
and several majors are ready to give 
the fund a heavy push on its way if 
a method can be worked out 

Difficalty is that the MPF doesn't 


actually exist vet as any more than 





a semi-formulated idea Attorneys 
only now are starting to consider 
the charter and by-laws hich will 
make it an entity. Film companies, | 
on the other hand, are anxious to 
make their initial donations—which | 
they plan to give at some time any- 
way—this year inasmuch as high 
profits will permit them to give 
larger sums than they may be able} 
to hand out later. However, ord 
the MPF doesn't legally exist yet, | 
it presents a problem 
Lawyers are going over the situa- 
tion now and it is anticipated that | 
a lawful method will be found to| 


put the coin in trust against the time | 
the MPF can accept it. Similar sit- | 


, sai | We p< saine aeners | Fifteen men, selected on their 
uations are said to have arisen with | quisition of 2,000 speoe of cu effect their own within a short time. | ;ecords for the last vear ending Aug 
other organizations and other busi- | gt Ai r stock sp ery oo Other majors, while not so far along | 29 will confer with each of the five 
scces ¢ nw ced t success- | s 5 < even : shares ar : ee ae 
Remes Gnd Neen worked ous succes ct rv = Ge med heim bou ht 300 | the way, expect to launch systems | divisional sales managers and with 
fully. | pet <s ry Wasmaee, “ ‘le 7 : within the foreseeable future Louis B. Mayer at the studio. Field 
ssested bv thel: s arners, whi Samue ‘ } ir E . ’ 
The $10,000,000 sugge “he by = Fevtlate added i uicses 4a lalet Metro scheme, initiated in March, |reps, according to William F 
‘ oO ‘ . ae 4 ¢ sie snares ‘ -_ ‘ 
Sees seeet et yoy basing A by ner . é 1944. covers 4,300 employees with Rodgers, veepee over sales, will get 
Karl Ho arias panera = —, at ie | a ; _} pensions guaranteed to all personnel ja chance to acquaint themselves 
mounts. aft lated pages 7 pee od J. Cheever Cowdin disposed of | with the company a minimum of five i“more fully with the operations of 
Texas, ow, yea gee 4 4 saa | 1,050 warrants for Universal com~ | years. Retirement benefits accrue at | our company on the whole and 
ge ws e oo ot . —. |} mon. He also reported his holdings 60 for women and 65 for men with | familiarize themselves with activi- 
tion will greatly exceec at, Teach- {of Universal stock at 11,637 shares mandatory payments for at least 10! ties as they embrace sales and pro- 
ing $25,000,000 in perhaps five years | Charles D. Prutzman disposed of 400 (Continued on page 26) duction.’ 
and $100,000,000 or more eventually, | shares of Universal common, making aad First in the series of meets is 
declared Barney. Balaban, Par prexy, | his holdings 6,100 shares. lated for the Hotel Astor, N.Y.. | 

elcmiatal the veeell coved | FOY-BENJAI MIN- Jstated fort stor, N.Y., 
ee eager: oral a F. L. Metzler reported an August from Feb. 6-9, when eastern sales | 

nic Sonate end | deal in which he exercised his option | lchief John P. Byrne will lead the 

ae ~illees wae ee | for the purchase of 1,000 shares of COAST POWWOW ON E- L| ooge Central sales manager 
Considerable discussion took place | a : 
ok Gin Mowe Gabenin ancien wes 20th-Fox common. J. Moloney will conduct the 
. ans conclave ice 
3 fl sara TL Deals in Pars sunt common were Hollywood, Dec. 10. | aa at the Hotel William Penn, 
sided over by E. V. Richards, Jr., SG5S Gh SULOMIOUR COCRINOR Werk Bryan Foy held an all-day meet 
' , , : mnfined to sale of 100 shares by |. : an all-da et- | Pittsburgh, on Feb. 10-12; midwest- 
topper of the Paramount-Richards | COMHnea to sale oO snares *Y | ing yesterday (9), during whict } 
Seman , Lehmz Bro. John D. Hertz re-|,.*° : NE hich | ern sales head John E. Flynn at 
circuit there, on the amount of the|*<®man Dro. John MY. rmemz Te- | ime several films wer lered | , 
pnts ee , ‘ted holding 2.000 shares of Par ‘ é is © sancdered | Chicago Feb. 13-15; southern sales 
Foundation’s capital fund that might | POTted holding <, ares 0 ar and a reciprocal release deal be- | , : 

; ; , ; | common ee procal release deal be-| manager Rudolph Berger at New 
be expended each year, in addition ; |tween J. Arthur Rank and Eagle- Seton s. Feb. 16-19 ed western 
to income. Consensus was that not | Lion was discussed. Robert Be or s » alia 
more than 5% be so used in order |\Commercial Short Uses power 7: as crite bet en- | sales manager George A. Hickey at 

5“o be so used ¢ jamin, Rank organization prexy, | Los Angeles, Feb. 21-26. 
to insure continuity of the Founda- . iis . 


tion. Balaban estimated that with 
the $10,000,000 base, that would give 
a total expendable sum of about 
$1,300,000 a year. 

Originally conceived as primarily 
a welfare fund to take care of aged 
and sick industryites 
provided for by _ individual 
panies, bounds were considerably 
broadened in the report to last 
week’s me eting of the scope commit- | 


(Continued on page 20) 


Cornel Wilde and Mrs. 
May Do Broadway Play 


Cornel Wilde and his wife. Patri- 
gia Knight. may do Broadway | 
legiter together after Wilde com- 
pletes his thesping ._ in 
ever Amber,” now béTfore the cam- 
eras on the 20th-Fox lot. Wilde dis- 
closed before returning to the Coast 
Saturday (7) that the couple had 
received several offers from Theatre, 
Inc.. 
limited run policy would probably 
be best for him since he can't take 
too much time off from the studio. 
Last stage appearance was in a 1940 
production of “Romeo and Juliet,” 
Starring Laurence Olivier and 
Vivien Leigh. 

Wilde declared 
take a hiatus from the studio to 
novelize his story of “Byron,” next 
20th starring role after “Amber.” on 
which he collaborated on the screen- 
play with Robert Tur.ey. Curtis 
Brown agency has publishers inter- 
ested in the venture. said. and 
the studio is definitely interested, 
Since it could promote the book 
to hypo interest in the picture. With 
his information already assembled 
for the screenplay. Wilde predicted 
he could write the book in two 
months. 

Actor said that “Amber” half- 
way through production and should 
be wound up by next March. He 
and his wife took a vacation during 
the middle o: shooting the picture 
to give him a chance to recuperate 
from his recent illness. Couple spent 
a week in Nassau and then five days 


com- 


a 


he'd also like to 


} 
Hie 


is 


not otherwise | 


adding the repertory company’s | 





John Wilstach 
treats with the trials of writers in 


Grub Street’ 


one of the many features of 


41st Anniversary Number 











QUIET SEC MONTH 
IN PIC STOCK TRADING 


Philadelphia, Dec. 10 
Activity in film stocks was com- 
paratively quiet during the month | 
ending Nov. 10, according to the 
latest report of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
Ben Kalmenson reported the ac- 





Eastman’s New 16m Color 

First production to employ East- 
man’s new commercial 16m. Koda- 
chrome has just been completed at | 
the new RKO-Pathe New York stu- 
dios by the Texas Co. Film, com- 
pleted against a 30-day deadline, runs 
| about 26 minutes and features Eddie 
' Bracken. Bracken is topbilled in the | 
hepevonn (CBS) radio show. 

New feature of the Eastman process 
lis reproducability of the Kodachrome | 
|prints, Previously prints have suf- | 
|fered by reproduction, but the new | 
{film can be duplicated on a mass- 
| production basis without loss of color 
| quality, according to RKO produc- 
| tion men. 








Picture, entitled 


“Where You Goin’, 
| Mister, ts 


will be shown at sales and 


|conventions throughout the country | 
to get across sales mesgage and tech- |! 
iniques. Format utilizes a combina- 
| tion of slides and film. 

| Picture was written, staged and | 
produced by RKO-Pathe under su- 
pervision of Jasper Gregory for Tex- 
aco and Clay Adams for the studio. | 


idea 


| systems and reportedly will Put into 


| Cohn 


VIP O’Brien 


London, Dec. 6. 


A cable arrived at Bucking- 
ham Palace recently addressed 
to Pat O’Brien, “care of King 


George VI, England.” 


One of the Palace officials 
ked the American Embassy 
vhere O’Brien could be located. 
“In Italy.” he was told. “Why 


not forward it to him care of the 
Pope?” 


Majors Pension 
Plans Shaping 
After MPF Meet 





Following through on recommen- 
LVARIET? ’s dations made at the Motion Picture 
AR E Y . Foundation meet at New Orleans, 


najors Without existing pension sys- 
are shaping plans with the 
of ultimately putting pensions 
nto effect. Action conforms with | 
resolut at which | 
to care the in 
Majors then 
askea to continue 
ueprinted, 


ems 


passed confab 
MPF 


eay. 


1On 


ned the fol 


ry § ne were 


all steps, hereto- 
fou added 
security and to regard 
supplementing rather than 
company systems, 
Pension 
Metro. 
mated 
operations 


iore 0 
pioyee 


is 
ae 


em- 
MPF 
re- 
placing 
effect at 
est! 
long-term 
and Uni- 


plans now in 
RKO and 20th-Fox 
to cost millions on 


Warner Bros. 


are 


| ted Artists have been studying other 





will remain in Hollywood until Dec. 
17 talking over business matters 
and also discussing release deals 
made by Rank with Universal-Inter- 
national. 

Arthur Krim, E-L president, and 
Foy leave for Dallas today (10) and 
then head for Chicago for regional 
sales meets. returning Monday to 
continue talks with Benjamin. 


Chas. Vidor on Stand In 
His Suit Against Col. 


Hollywood, Dee. 10. 
Vidor took the stand yes- 





Charles 


terday (Monday) in the opening day 


of his Suit against Columbia Pictures 
asking that his pact be broken and 
seeking $79,000 for 39 weeks of his 


“For- | district managers’ meetings and local | contract still to run. 


Some 15 top Hollywood person- 
alities, including producers, writers 
and directors, were subpoenaed for 
the trial. 

Vidor testified to profane language 
used on him and also that 
Cohn had vilified his wife ‘the for- 
mer Doris Warner) in coarse terms. 
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Carole Landis 
Maria Manton 


Muntz 
Donald Nel 


Jack Sayer: 
Schafer 


N. Y. to L. A. 


William Pizer 
Tommy Rockwell 


Gladys Moncrief 


Europe to N. Y. 
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More U.S. Dollar Exchange for British 
Films Will Be Stressed by Johnston 





Thvra Samter Winslow 
discourses on 
“Freelance W riters’’ 


* * 


a feature of the forthcoming 


fist Anniversary Number 


of 


ARIETY 











15 TOP M-G FIELD MEN 


10 GET H’ WOOD JUNKET 


the first s s meets of 
ts . nd, pt is slated to bring to 
gether 15 field men from various 
parts of the country for a tour of 
five key cities and the Metro studios | 
in Culver City, Purpose of the 
meets is to give the men a chance 


to study gonditions in different parts 
the country, thereby gaining an 
overall working knowledge of sales 
problems confrenting the company. 


Fifteen men include John S. Allen, 
district manager with headquarters 
in Washington; branch managers 
Louis Formato, Philadelphia; Jack 
Mundstuk, Buffalo; Saul Gottlieb, 
Pittsburgh: Benn Rosenwald, Char- 
lotte; D. C. Kennedy, Des Moines; 
and L. C. Wingham, San Francisco; 
salesmen Phil Bobys, Washington; 
Frank Jelenko, Philly; Irvin Jacobs, 
Pittsburgh; Ray Irvin, Charloffe; 
Howard Dunn, Des Moines; and Alex 
W. Weisman, L. A.; Washington of- 
| fice manager Joseph Kronman, and 
| Pittsburgh booker Max Shabason. 


Liberty Rushing Capra’s 
‘Life’ in Time for Xmas 


Liberty Films is planning to keep 
Coast lab going day and night to get 
under the wire with sufficient prints 
for about 50 Christmas Day open- 
ings of Frank Capra's “It’s a Won- 
derful Life.” Release of the picture 
was suddenly moved up recently be- 
cause RKO, which distributing, 
couldn't get Technicolor prints of 
“Sinbad,” for which “Life” is be- 
ing subbed as company’s holiday of- 
fering. 

Lab will start on “Life” prints 
(it's black and white) Friday (13) 
and turn out four during each work- 
ing day and four each night on 
overtime. Pic will be preemed at 
the Globe, N. Y., at charity preview 
| Dec. 20 and tradeshown at the Nor- 
mandie, N. Y., Dec. 19. Only 
now available in the east, badly 
scratched work print, being 
bicycied to censor boards prepara- 
tory to Openings 

Advancement of release date also | 
put a heavy load on publicity-ad- 
vertising departments of RKO and 
Liberty to get campaigns started in 
}a hurry 
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Westcott to Upstate N. Y. House 
Albany. 
Harvuld Westcott. ex-GI. is operat- 
ing the New Hartford in New Hart- 
ford ‘suburb of Utica) with Nate 
Robbins’ son. Robbins, Sr., one-time 
Utica exhibitor, has entered another 





Adolph Zukor 


field 


copy | 


¢ Need ‘for giving British pictures 
all possible playing time in the U. s. 
to head off more restrictive English 
legislation will be stressed by Eric 
Johnston to major company toppers 
at the regular quarterly board 


meet- 
ing of the Motion Picture Assn. in 
Washington today (Wednesday ) 


Waining anent necessity of sendi: 





greater rentals to the Britis} 1] 
be the principal point in Johnston's 
report to the directorate on his re- 
cent talks with picture and govern. 
mental execs in London 
MPA prexy’s conclusions ad 

from the British visit will be the 
major point on the board's agenda: 
although a number of other matters 
ave slated to come up. Among them, 
! certain for discussion, will be the 


squawks which resulted from action 
at the last board meeting in changi 


| gf 
| the Production Code to allow pic- 
| tures about dope traffic. Since that 
| step has gotten as much approval-— 
j}even if not so vocal—as the beefs, 
it is thought highly unlikely that 
the board will backtrack 

Current British quota law expires 
n March, 1948, and the industry 
there is already doing much discus- 
sing of increasing the playing time 
guaranteed for domestic product on 
British screens, It’s now 17} and 
next vear goes up to 20%. Johnston 
| feels that it is almost inevitable that 
there will be much higher percent- 


ages required unless American con 
panies make a real effort to even up 
the film balance of trade. British 
remittances to the U.S. this year 
are estimated at $75,000,000 to $100,- 
000,000 against around $8,500,000 sent 
from here to England 


MPA head on the other hand, will 
report to the board on his talks with 
the British regarding the results of 
Republican victory at the polls last 
month. He pointed out to Engli sh 
execs that the GOP is radttemalte 
| the party of restrictive tariffs and 
other measures to bolster American 
industry. If the British want to keep 


expanding their market in the US. 
and not find themselves at the wrong 
end of a-high tariff and quota 
Johnston is reported to 


plained, they would be wise 


lay 
haW, 


have e€xX- 


to 20 


easy in jacking up restrictions 
against Americans. 
Johnston nevertheless feels and 
(Continued on page 26) 





Wanger Commuting East 
For Ingrid Pic Huddles 


Walter Wanger is due east after 
Christmas for further huddles with 
Ingrid Bergman regarding the script 
of “Ballad and the Source,” which he 
and Miss Bergman will co-produce 
under the aegis of their recently- 
formed EN Productions, Miss Berg- 
man is also slated to star in the 
picture following the close of “Joan 
of Lorraine,” legiter in which she's 
currently starring on Broadway. 

Wanger brought a script for the 
picture east with him last week and 
talked it over with Miss Bergman 
|before his return to the Coast 
| Thursday (5) night. He disclosed 
that his next picture for Universal- 





International release would be 
“Smash-Up,” in which Susan Hay- 
ward has been set as one of the 


leads. Following that will be “Wash- 
ington Flyer” and “Tap Roots,” lat- 
ter a filmization of the James Street 
bestseller to be shot in Technicolor. 

Expanding on his ech before 
t.e Survey Associates at the Hotel 
Roosevelt, N. Y., last Tuesday (3) 
night, in which he cautioned against 
permitting Government control over 
films sent abroad, Wanger declared 
that it’s known the Government 
would like to keep certain pictures 
from being exported because of its 
fear the pix might give the foreign 
public wrong ideas of the American 
way of life. To date, he said, the 
Government has taken no definite 
| steps in that direction, but he be- 
lieves that now is the time to sound 
la note of wariness against such @ 
procedure. 


UA Renews Golden Deal 


| United Artists’ board of directors 
approved a three-year renewal deal 
| with Golden Productions yesterday 
| (10) calling for one picture a year 
| starting in 1947, to be distributed 
via UA, 

First picture will be “Eddie and 


St 





The Archangel Mike,’ based on a 
Saturday Evening Post Story. Sec- 
ond will be “Barnstorming” with 
Lloyd Bacon directing while the 





third is untitled as yet. 
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Allied’s Chill of Govt.-Industry 
Co-op Plans May Snafu Program 


All-industry cooperation sought by # 
the Government fo distribution of 
its films has been stalled by the re- 
fusal of Allied States Exhibitors, 
representing thousands of indie ex- 


hibs, to go-ahead plans for 
the formation of an industry com- 
mittee Possible jettisoning of all- 
coordination now looms follow- 
dispatch by National Allied 
of a letter to committee heads in- 
forming them that the Washington 
and New York meets, recently held, 
had decided on steps not in accord 


approvy ec 


out 
ing the 





with Allied aims. Theatre organi- 
zation, according to the letter signed 
by Abram F. Myers, Allied counsel, 
will have to both poll its directors 
by mail and vote at a board meeting 
bet sre changes can be sanctioned. 


Board meeting cannot be held be- 
fore Jan. 30, when the next regular 
huddle of the unit is scheduled, 
Myers said. It is unfeasible, accord- 
Allied, to push the date ahead 
for the general meet to discuss the 
question Meanwhile, committee 
sponsors determined to gun further 
formation of the industry organiza- 
tion without waiting Allied action, 

Claiming the Allied shift in stance 
to be sudden and unexplained, com- 
mittee members seethed over what 
they asserted is a breach of faith. 
Main peeve point stressed is that 
Allied had both Jesse L. Stern and 
Lee Newbury repping for it at the | 
that these spokesmen 
all propositions. In- 
dustry biggies asserted that deser- 
tion by Allied, should it develop, 
would not only leave a sizeable void 
in exhibitor representation but 
would so embarrass relations be- 
tween the industry and the Govern- 

(Continue ee on | page ¢ 49) | 


oe Seeks Film 
Biz Help in Campaign 
Ys. N.Y. License Bans: 


Film industry and legit biggies 
will be called upon by Councilman 
Eugene P. Connolly to back his fight 
to ban cancellation or suspension of 
theatre licenses in New York unless 
a previous conviction for playing an 
immoral pic or show is obtained. 
Connelly’s resolution, outgrowth of 
“The Outlaw” squabble between 
N. Y. license commissioner Ben- 
jamin Fielding and United Artists, 
was referred to the Council’s Com- 
mittee of General Welfare, for prob- 
able hearings after introduction yes- 
terday (Tues.). Connolly later told 
Variety that he intended to invite a 
number of top film and theatre reps, 
besides civil liberty groups, to the 
hearings to battle for amendment to 
the city code. 

Connolly could 
tions as to the 


ing to 





and 
along on 


meets 
went 





iU. S. 
| British 


make no predic- 
chances for his reso- 


lution because the opposition yet 
has to make itself known. From 
other sources, it’s reported that the 


administration will square off for 
Fielding and fight the measure. 

Loophole in current code pro- 
visions was disclosed when Fielding 
Successfully maintained that he was 
not bound to wait out a conviction 
before moving against a theatre. Ac- 
tion taken by him forced Harry 
Brandt to chalk off pacts made with 
UA to preem “Outlaw” in three 
Broadway houses. UA sought to re- 
Strain the cancellation by Brandt 
but was licked both in the Supreme 
Court and the Appellate Division. 

UA is continuing its legal battle to 
force open the New York market in 
another suit against Fielding. Lat- 
ter is countering with a plea for out- 
right cancellation of film’s N. Y. 
State seal. 


Irv Briskin May Succeed 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
E. H. “Manny” Goldstein checked 
off the Columbia lot after holding 
the post of studio manager since 








Robert Gessner 


(Professor of Motion Pictures 
and Chairman of the Department 
of Motion Pictures of 
New York University) 
urges that 


**Movies Should Go to 
College” 


_ * 
an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 


of 
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British Pix Cos. 


over 
Street figures with 


change 


| although 


Ogle Wall Street 
Listings for BR. 


| 
Strapped for ready cash, British | 


film companies have been sending 


prominent Wall 
a view to being 
New York Stock Ex- 
for trading. At present, the 
Electrical & Musical Industries is 
the only British company connected 
with the entertainment business 


feelers to 


listed on the 


| listed on the Exchange 


from the 
listing of 


According to 
financial center, 
film industry shares on the 
Stock Exchang may begin in 1947 
final approval for such a 
step would have to come from the 
British Ministry of the Exchequer. 


reports 


J. Arthur Rank’s combine has made 











1943. Possibility that Irving Briskin, 
€xec assistant to Harry Cohn, will 
take over the post in a realignment 
of his duties at the studio. 

Goldstein was to have 
the lot untfl Jan. 
ilege 
that 


stayed on 
1 but had the priv- 


of leaving at any time up to 
date, 


no move to get on American 
| change boards. 

Both American and British finan- 
ciers are reported ready to establish 
reciprocal agreements for stock 
transactions in view of the fact that 
the economic trade pact, arranged as 
part of the U. S. $3,750,000,000 loan 
to Britain, becomes fully effective 
by July, 1947. 


ex- 





‘Paradine’ Delay Cues 
Ann Todd Film Nix 


Hollywood, Dec, 10. 


Ann Todd, British actress, called 
off. her one-picture deal with Uni- 
versal-International because of de- 
lay in starting the David O. Selznick 
picture, “The Paradine Case.” 

English thesp arrived here two 
months ago with two film commit- 
ments in Hollywood but the late 
start of “Case” made it impossible 
to fill both before reporting back to 
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US, UC VETO 
SHOWCASE GOODS 


- = 
Outbreak of 
tional trade 
ca and 
world's 











full-scale 
wartare 
Britain for 
available 
definitely in the 
to international 


interna- | 
between Ameri- 
control of the 
markets, which is 
cards according 
trade experts, will | 
motion pictures being used as | 
heaviest artillery in 
country’s selling campaign. 
the potent part films play in clear- | 
ing the way for other products, 
British industrial magnates have 
been looking with jaundiced eye} 
on the onrush of American films |} 
into Europe, Asia, South Africa and 
Australia while their economic 
reviving following the 
wartime dislocation. 


each | 


Hep to | 


In a concerted move 
for lost time, high level 
been held in London in recent weeks 
between J. Arthur Rank and other | 
film producers and the British} 
Board of Trade for initiation of a 
cooperative world sales campaign. 


The Rank organization has already | 


set up a special department to es- 
tablish liaison with 300 United King- 
dom manufacturers of key materials. 

Maxim that trade follows’ the 
films and that films sell goods, was 
once again recently by 
that American inter-office 
communication equipment boomed 
in Sweden after their picturization 
in an imported film. Similarly, 

(Continued on page 26) 


Springer of Century 
Sees Improved 2d Run 


to make - 


talks have | 


| 





in- | 








Checking Subsequents Too Costly, 


Swing to Flat Rentals in the Wind 





+ 


Joe Laurie, Jr. 
in an historic piece says 


“Wanna Know About 
Showmanship— 


Get a Load of 
Willie Hammerstein” 


* * * 
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N.Y. System Inevitable 


Birth of another second-run sys- 
tem in New York which would take 
its place besides that of the Loew's 
and RKO circuits is a probable re- 
sult of the anti-trust decree, Joseph 
R. Springer, theatre head of Cen- 
tury Circuit, said last week. Cur- 
rent two-way split of major product 


between Loew’s and RKO, with 
other theatres following, is going to 
fade into a three-ply fracture of 


product to take care of numerous 
indie houses which qualify for bet- 
ter runs under the decree, Century 
exec asserted. 

Century is not satisfied in a num- 
ber of its situations, Springer said, 
and under competitive bidding, or 
otherwise, will aim to pull itself 
even with Loew's and RKO in those 
spots where its houses are equally 
plush. Probability is that other in- 
dies will take the same stand in an 
effort to break up the control on 
second-runs by the two affiliates. 

Three-way split of product is 
feasible, according to Springer, who 
sees no threat of picture starvation 
because of diminished production 
activities on the Coast. Slight de- 
cline in number of films by majors 
will be met, he maintained, by a 
hike in those of indies. Added to 
these will be a considerable number 
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Distribs Pool To 


Service Foreign 


Exhibs With 16m: 


With foreign exhibs wary of open- 
ing up 16m operations through fear | 
of a lack of sufficient product, 16m 
division toppers of the majors are 
considering banding together in dis- 
tribution operations to present a| 
combined front to the exhibs. Modus 
operandi of the organization is still 
in the primary talking stages but 
it’s believed the chief purpose of the 
group would be to allocate product 
in narrow-gauge stock to those 





| ° 
| Way in 





regions where it’s needed most to | 
permit exhibs to operate 52 weeks | 
a year. 

Barney Balaban, Paramount prexy, 
lent credence to reports that such | 
an organization was in the making | 
when questioned on rumors that Par 
and 20th-Fox were contemplating 
a combined 16m operation overseas. 
While not denying the Par-20th re- 
port, Balaban disclosed that the 
pressing need for 16m product had 
led most of the majors to get to- 
gether on a plan. He stressed that 
the plan had not yet been developed 
further. 

What the idea will probably de- 
volve into however, is an informal 
exchange of information on a non- 
business level. Besides the fact that 
an industry-wide grouping of forces 

(Continued on page 22) 
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David Niven Receives 
Wife’s 22G Estate 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 
Will of the late Primula Susan 
Niven, filed for probate in Superior 


Court, left her entire estate, amount- 
ing to $21,824, to her husband, David 
Niven, film star. 

Mrs. Niven died last May 21 as 











J. Arthur Rank in London. She will] from British studios, Springer said,|a result of a fall downstairs during 

return some time next year for the| and the sum total should be ade-|a party at the home of Tyrone 
U-I job. (Continued on page 26) Power. 
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| Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO Veepee, 


A swing away from percentage 
deals on pix back to flat rentals in 
subsequent and last run houses is 
seemingly in the wind, according to 
indie exhibs and booking combine 
buyers Latter don’t know yet 
whether the new trend will be to 
their advantage but attribute it 
mainly to the increased costs of 


checking. 

Several of the major distribs are 
reported to be converting their per- 
centage terms over to flat rentals, 
basing the change on some overall! 
average for each theatre’s 
during the last three or four years 
of unprecedentedly good business. 
Warners and 20th-Fox, according to 
the indie exhibitors, have led the 
making the changes as far 
smaller-grossing 
| Althoug 

Although the 
clearly defined 
that the $10-11 daily being paid 
checkers is the prime motivating 
factor. They point out that if a dis- 
trib charges 25% on a picture that 
might gross $300 for a three- day run 
in a last run house, his take is $75. 
Out of this amount, however. the 
distrib might be forced to pay as 
much as $33 for checking, leaving 
him only $42. By converting to a 
flat rental deal, however, the distrib 
could very probably get the same 


grosses 


as tne houses are 
reasons 
yet, exhibs 


are not 
believe 


| $75 from an exhibitor without too 


much troubie and he would there- 
fore be that much ahead. 

What has the exhibs worried, 
despite the seeming windfall in the 
reconversion step, is the fear that 
the present boxoffice peak might be- 
gin a downward spiral within the 
next couple of years. If so, the flat 
rental deals based on their current 
— would be considered too 
1lg 

Exhibs believe it’s highly unlikely 
| that larger houses and the key city 
first runs would ever be converted 
to a flat rental policy because of the 
tremendous fluctuation in grosses in 
those theatres. 


6-Year Spread to 0.0. 
Alleged % Chiseling 
Hits Exhibitors Hard 


Exhibs sued on percentage chisel- 
ing charges must turn over to dis- 
tribs their theatre books and records 
for a full six years prior to initia- 
tion of the suits rather than the 
shorter period dating from the ink- 
ing of pix’s licensing pacts, under a 
decision of Federal Judge John P. 
Hartigan made last week. Ruling 
along with a sweeping order was 
made against Harry Horgan and The 
Opera House, Inc., operating the 
Opera House theatre, Newport, R. I, 
in six separate actions brought by all 
majors except Paramount and Metro. 

Horgan was hit further by a novel 
directive which requires him to re- 
quest and obtain for inspection from 
Governmental agencies and banks, 
copies of any admission and income 
tax returns, bank deposit slips, bank 
statements and_ similar documents 

(Continuéd on page 20) 


Double-Feature Fetes 


Among those who will honor Billy 
Rose at the 1946 dinner of the amus- 
ement division of the Federation of 
Jewish’ Philanthropies tomorrow 
(Thursday) at the Hotel Pierre will 
be Bernard M. Baruch, America’s 
elder statesman for whom Rose used 
to private secretary. Herbert Bayard 
Swope will emcee the dinner which 
climaxes the FJP’s current campaign 
to raise $12,000,000. 








is co-chairmanning the _ industry- 





wide appeal with Barney Balaban 
| of Paramaunt, Jack Cohn of Co- 
|lumbia Pictures, Spyros P. Skouras 


| of 20th-Fox, and Albert Warner of 
hate 
| Warner Bros. 

The same day, the National Con- 


| ference of Christian and Jews honor 
{Irving Berlin, Spyros P. Skouras 
) and Robert E. Sherwood at a Wal- 
| dorf luncheon. J. Robert Rubin has 

acting as the general chairman 


| been 
amusement division of the 


jof the 
{NCCJ. 
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Paramount’s 


SUCCESSOR TO “TWO YEARS BEFORE THE MAST”’ 
AS AMERICA’S KING OF THE BOXOFFICE! 
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NOW IT’S THE 
NATION'S SENSATION, 
AS FIRST COAST- 
TO-COAST TESTS 
REPEAT THE TRIUMPH 
OF ITS 9 RECORD- 
SHATTERING WEEKS 
ON BROADWAY! 








Philadelphia 


Biggest Paramount ~% 
opening in history of 
Stanley Theatre! 


Buffalo 


New all-time high —; 
for a Paramount 
Picture! 


Detroit 


Variety reports: 
“Terrific trade—will 
hit colossal figure!’ 


San Francisco 
Biggest news here!” 
says Variety. “The 
only real smash in 
town!” 


Denver 


Set new all-time record! 
“Terrific. . . colossal,” 
says-Variety. 


Boston 


“Terrific!” says Variety. 
Biggest opening day 
house ever had!’ 


Salt Lake City 


Top holiday opening 
gross in house history! 


Atlanta 


All-time Paramount 
Opening day record! 


Minneapolis 


7 
Despite handicaps, 
it new house mark!’ 
says Variety. 


St. Louis 


Year’s biggest 
aramount non- 
holiday opening! 
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The Time. the Place and 
. 
the Girl 
(COLOR—MUSICAL )} 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Warner Bros release of Alex Gottlieb 
production Stars Dennis Morgan, Jack 
Carson, Janis Paige, Martha Vickers; fea- 
tives oS Z Sakall Alan Hale, Angela | 
qirveene Denalad Woods, Florence Hates, 
Carmen Cavallaro oreh Condos Bros., 
Chandra Kaly Dancers Directed by David 
Butler Screenplay, Francis Swann, Agnes 
Christine Johnston, Lynn Starling: original 
story Leonard Lee; camera (Technicolor), 
William V Skall and Arthur Edeson, 
dances, LeRoy Pring, songs Arthur 
Schwartz and Lee Robin; editor Irene | 
Morvri Tradeshown Dec. 6, ‘46 Kunping 
time, 105 MENS. | 
Stever hoses ? Dennis M Ran | 
jeff Howard _ Jac Carson | 
Sue J ksor lanis Patge 
\ ‘ r ¢ M I Vickers | 
, ‘ ; < <¢ SZ. Suk | 
john Brader Alam ttale | 
Blair Winters Anwela Greene 
M; ' Drew Donald Woods 
Madame Laci ‘ el Florence Bates 
< ne Ca lare Orchest 
C‘on I ' 
Ch 1 Kaly iH Duncers 


Warners has tossed a great deal of 
comedy and songs into this musical | 
to give most any audience full meas- 
ure of entertainment. “The Time, the 
Place and the Girl” is snappy tom- 
foolery, tunefully embroidered, that 
shapes up to stout b.o. potential. Cast 
names will brighten marquees and| 
Alex Gottlieb’s showmanly produc- | 
tion has used color to display glitter- 
ing costumes, musical number set- | 
tings and femme beauty for sock eye | 
appeal. } 

Score contains six numbers by Leo | 
Robin and Arthur Schwartz. All are | 
tuneful and four already are on the | 
road to real hitdom: “A Rainy Night | 

I Do,” “Gal 


in Rio,” “Oh But in 
Calico” and “Through a Thousand 
Dreams.” Others are show tunes 


backing production numbers. ; 

Dennis Morgan, Jack Carson, Janis 
Paige and Martha Vickers vocal the | 
songs. A standout is Carmen Caval- | 
laro’s spot with “Thousand Dreams.” 
Other high spots are furnished by 
Condos Bros. and the Chandra Kaly 
Dancers, both in specialty sequences 


that click. Most lavish of the six 
dance numbers staged by LeRoy 
Prinz are “Dreams” and “Rio.” 
David Butler’s direction punches | 
over the comedy, getting the most | 
from bright lines and situations in | 
! 


the script. Plot is thin but neatly put 
together in the writing to carry 
through as support for musical se- 
quences. Butler gives it broad treat- 
ment and cast responds for laughs. 
Story line has Morgan and Carson 
trying to put on a musical show 
against the opposition of Florence 
Bates, oldtime opera star, and her 
priggish manager, Donald Woods. 
Morgan and Carson have enlisted aid | 
of Miss Bates’ husband, S. Z. Sakall, | 
and granddaughter Martha Vickers, 
| 
| 
| 





latter to be femme star. Around that 
plot has been built some beautiful 
production numbers, gocd tunes and 
plenty of corn, making for smooth, 
fast entertainment. 

Morgan takes his straight assign- 
ment capably and Carson gets over 
many laughs. Janis Paige plays op- 
posite latter, also adding to fun, 
while Miss Vickers holds up her end 
musically and on looks. Sakall rates 
chuckles for his usual comedy type. 
Alan Hale, bluff Texas oil man; An- 
gela Greene, Woods, Miss Bates and 
others do well. 

Dual lensing credit goes to Wil- 
liam V. Skall and Arthur Edeson for 
expert color display of fancy produc- 
tion values. Editing and other tech- 
nical contributions add to well- 
rounded produetion. Brog. 





Unexpected Guest 


Vnited Artisis release of Lewis J. Rach- 

mil production. Stars William Boyd.  Di- 
rected by George Archainbaud. Original 
stery and screenplay, Ande Lamb: editor, 
Fred W. Berger: camera, Max Stengler. 
Tradeshown N. Y., Dee. 4, °46 Running 
time, 61 MINS, 
Hopalone Cassidy........ Bill Boyd 
| SPELT EET TTT Tre Rand Brooks 
California Carlson......... ° Andy Clyde 
Ruth Baxter.......cccccccc..- Patricia Tate 
David Potter....... ccccccess One Parra 
Housekeeper. .....e.eeee0-...Una O'Connor 
Ralph Waxter...... cccscccccces Oe SOG 
Se SONU 6.6.00 04 00000 seGen Earl Hodgins 
PRINCES PRIOGS. ...0006c0800 .Joel Freidkin 

This umteenth in the Hopalong 


Cassicy series stacks up as a hybrid 
eater and whodunit skillfully blend- 
ed to insure a diverting hour for pa- 
trons of dual situations for which 
this opus is patently aimed. Hurdling 
the omnipresent cliches invariably 
found in all low budgeters, “Unex 
pected Guest” has a novel script 
treatment which keeps the customers 
guessing until the Jast frames of the 
footage. 

Beneficiary in the will of his late 
cousin, Hiram Baxter, Andy Clyde 
heads his cayuse toward the Baxter 
ranch accompanied by his pals, Bill 
Boyd and Rand Brooks. They're 
harassed by a mysterious hooded fig- 
ure who snipes a couple shells at ‘em 
from a concealed position. Reading 
of the will by executor and family 
attorney, John Parrish, reveals that 
some six legatees are to share equally 
in the ranch and upon death of anv 
of the beneficiaries, estate passes on 
to those remaining. 

Suddenly obdurate cousin Joel | 
Freidkin is rubbed out. following day 
Patricia Tate narrowly escapes a 
similar fate. shortly after cousin Ned 
Young is killed in the ranch house, 
etc. Murderer is finally nabbed by 
Boyd in a neat hand-to-hand en- 
counter of the old school. Ranch 
house’s spooky atmosphere accented 
by hidden passages. sliding panels 
and secret doors is heightened by the 


spiritual activities of housekeeper 
Una O'Connor who holds seances 
with departed souls in the family 
graveyard. 

Producer Lew Rachmil rates bows | 
for deftly reining the film into a top| 
drawer programmer. George Ar- 
chainbaud’s direction took advantage 
of Ande Lamb's script values smart- 
ly pacing the thespers through a taut 
61 minutes. Boyd, per usual, is stand- 
out as Hoppy. ably assisted by 





Brooks. Clyde, Miss Tate and Par- 
rish. Miss O'Connor contribs a neat | 
characterization of the superstitious | 
housekeeper while Mack Stengler has 
done a bang-up job of lensing 





Temptation 
Ur ers elease of Internatio? Flw 

Sin l) ‘ t . « \le t t ‘ 1 
qG K Kre f I 1k r le 
Ki dvir le e I 1) 5 
Pichel. oS ! Rabe rm en ft 
nove by R ‘ { . 1 ‘ J 

He dt f 

‘ KE i \ f 

he ‘ ‘ “ } I tt 
Running é 9% MINS 

Ruby M ‘ I 
Nigel Gieorge Brent 
Baroud ol les Korvin | 
Isfacsor Paul Lukas | 
Marie ‘i . Lenore Ulric | 
Ahmed “ Arnold Moss 
It Muelle: ‘ Ludwik Stossel 
Smith-Barringter Gavin Muir 
Frau Mueller Ilka Gruning 
Hamz: Robert Capa 
Don Gibbs John Eldredge 
Professor Dupont Andre Charlot 
Yvonne Dupont... eete Suzanne Cloutier 
Jean MeCormick Gloria Liovd 
\irs MeCormick Mary Young 
D liarding Aubrey Mather 
Abdullah Samir Rizkall: h | 
Ibrahin Eeon Brecher 

Final picture made under Inter- | 

national’s banner before its merger 
with Universal, “Temptation is 
loaded with enough marquee punch 
to cinch good play at the wickets, 
despite its meandering pace Pro- 
duction is well-stacked with solid 
values in every department except 


for the screenplay. which falls short 
in its attempt to stretch an unsub- 
stantial story line over so long a 
running time ; 
Pulling the full weight of the pic 
practically single-handedly, Merle 
Oberon in the cent~al role of the 
femme fatale scores a personal tri- 
umph. Gowned in a series of stun- 
ning creations that match her w.k. 
exotic looks, Miss Oberon runs the 
full gamut from diabolic caprice 
through tragic conflict to ultimate 
regeneration with delicate emotional 
shadings that lend solidity and 
credibility to her characterization. 
Femme trade will find special ap- 
peal in the actress’ performance. 
Two male vis-a-vis register less | 
successfully. ‘Yeorg: Brent, playing 
the part-time husband and full-time 
Egyptologist. walks through his part | 
with a wooden gait and frozen ex- 
pression that fails to evoke the need- 
ed sympathy. Charles Korvin, as the 
Egyptian roue, complete with fez 





| and corny romantic patter, lacks the 


polish and assurance for his role, 
and too frequently substitutes a 
sovhomoric leer for heartbreak bru- 
tality. In a minor role as family 
doctor and adviser, Paul Lukas con- 
tributes’ heavily. as does Lenore 
Ulrie as the lady’s maid. 

Stery is localed in Egypt, where 
Brent, newly married to Mi  Obe- 
ron, is engaged in a British museum 
expedition. Overcome by boredom 
while her husband is out digging for 
a mummy, Miss Oberon, already 
with a shady past containing severa! 
divorces, gets mixed up with .an 
Egyptian dandy in a full-blown love 
affair. Down-at-the-heels and debt- 
ridden. her lover threatens to brush 
her off for an American heiress un- 
less she kills her husband for the 
inheritance. Brent gets a slow-death- 
through-poison treatment until Miss 
Oberon awakens to the realization 
that her boy friend is a seedy, black- 
mailing blackguard. So she kills 











‘Stairway to Heaven’ 


(‘A Matter of Life and Death’) 

“Stairway to Heaven,” trade- 
shown Monday (10), and which 
preems at the Universal-acquired 
Park Ave. theatre on Christmas 
Day, was reviewed by Cane in 
the Nov. 13, ’46, issue of VARIETY 
under its British title, “A Matter 
of Life and Death.” Cane thought 
it ‘looks definite U. S. entry 
but will need special selling.” 
Apparently taking the same view, 
U’s execs have marked it for 
limited roadshowing in New York 
and probably Chicago, Los An- 


geles, Philadelphia plus other 
spots as part of a pre-selling 
plan. 


Aiming to jack up the take and 
thereby add to film’s stature, U 
has set three showings daily and 
four on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Feeling is that pic, by roadshow 
performances, can pave the way 
for selling when “Stairway” 
moves into regular playings. 

Possible rocky road for “Stair- 
way” is seen in Cane’s character- 
ization that the film's “striving 
to appear intellectual is much too 
apparent... Even American au- 
diences will find their usual anti- 
British barbs too obvious. Less 
desire to exhibit alleged learn- 
ing, and more humanity would 
have resulted in a more popular 





offering.” 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Time, the Place and the 
Girl” (Color- Musical) (CWB). 
Lavish color musical for general 
audience appeal. 

“Unexpected Guest” (UA). 
Okay hybrid western-whodunit 
in Hopalong Cassidy series. 

“Temptation” (U-I). Strong 
cast headed by Merle Oberon in 
slow moving murder meller. 

“Swell Guy” (U-I) Off-the- 
beaten-path drama a heel 
hero 

“The 
(RKO) 
whodunit tW 

“Out California 
Color) (Rep) 
Monte Hale 
“Panique” (Regina). French- 
Julien Duvivier production 

enough for big 
France; chance for U. S. market 

“Mr. Hex” (Mono). Standard 
Bowery Boys fare that will pay 
off in its regular market. , 

“Spook Busters” (Mono). Slap- 
stick dual fare with 
Boys for so-so b.o. 

“The Taras Family” (Artkino) 


of 


Adventure” 
program 
trade 


Falcon’'s 

Well-paced 
n-bill 

Way” 


Routine 


LO! 
(‘Songs- 
Oatune!r 
starring 
made 


strong coin mn 


Bowery 


Soviet cycle of war films con- 
tinued for those who like their 
history grim 

“Green for Danger” (British) 


Implausible whodunit heading 
for fair biz in Britain with slim 
U. S. prospects. 








him instead, returns to her husband 
for a final embrace, and satisfies the 
crime-doesn't-pay code by arranging 
an accidental death for herself. 
Direction by Irving Pichel, instead 
of using speed-up devices to pump 
up blood pressure, is cued to the 
leisurely tempo of the script. Pho- 
tography and setti .gs, which capture 
a genuine favor of the Nile country, 
are first-rate but the editing could 
have improved on the film by addi- 
tional judicious slicing. Herm 





Swell Guy 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 


Universal-International release ‘ 
Hellinger (Edward A. HElatt) ye my 
Stars Sonny rufts, Ann blyth; features 
Ruth Warrick, Wiliam Gargan, Thomas 
Gomez, Mary Nash, John Lite. Directed by 
Frank Tuttle Screenplay, Riehard Brooks: 
ased on play by Gilbert Emery: camera, 
ony Gaudio; music, Franx Skinner editor. 
Edward Curtiss. Previewed at Academy 
Awards theatre, Dec. 3, ‘46. Running time 
86 MENS. “a 
PO TOOMBS ssa. c ace cccccecs Sonny Tufts 
Marian Tyler.......... Ann slyth 
Ann Duncan...... hisetees Ruth Warrick 
Martin Dunean........... William Gargan 
Arthur Tyler PeneU) 60 éédss is John Litel 
Re WOewecc se Thomas Gomez 
Steve Diet eeEts sd skwa-e Millard Mitehell 
Sarah Dunean........ Mary Nash 
Botsworth Oe seeeeccccees lloward Freeman 
POM BOND cohn 0ccadscccs Denald Devlin 
Mike O’Connor........... eee. . John Craven 
CO BM SOs 6.6.5.04 406-04 ores Pat MeVey 
sam Burns eid bbe deeedee eeee. Vince Barnett 
Ie n BER 65 < se 000s edecees “harles Lane 
Ernie . S000 060-0068 $0d6eesens Gary Owen 
haddie d60066000 4600600000468 Frank Fereuson 
DOGO 55440606 deunee vue ana -.David Clarke 
Ja BP -< vaewees TT TEree TT Eugene Persson 

PO ANd aneekOEies -George Beban. Jr. 


“Swell Guy” is an ironical handle 
for drama content of this Mark Hell- 
inger production. Based on the old 
play, “The Hero,” but with a modern 
background, picture deals with a hee! 
hero who doesn't reform. Hellinger 
has given it smooth production pol- 
ish, a number of noteworthy touches 
and a casting surprise. Sonny Tufts 
plays the title role, a departure from 
his usual casting. That he doesn’t al: 
ways fulfill demands of part doesn’t 
diminish interest that casting twist 
generates. His name will aid cus- 
tomer draw. Also aiding are those of 
Ann Blyth, Ruth Warrick and Wil- 
liam Gargan. 


Story concerns stir caused in a 
small California town when a war 
correspondent comes to visit his 
family and how his lack of scruples 
and inability to do the right thing 
affect all he meets. Family and town 
characters are naturally displayed in 
the writing of the script by Richard 
Brooks, and Frank Tuttle's direction 
maintains that feeling. 


Tufts, a hero to all but his mother 
and the correspondents who have 
worked with him, is taken to the 
town’s heart. He soon starts taking 
the citizens in crap games: nearly 
wrecks the marriage of his brother 
and sister-in-law; and compromises 
the town’s rich girl. At the finale, 
just as he is about to flee with funds 
collected in a GI veterans’ drive. he 
meets death saving his young 
nephew. 

Ann Blyth, co-starred. comes 
through with a highly effective per- 
formance as the spoiled rich girl who 
is taken in by the phoney hero. She 
has a bright film future. Ruth War- 
rick, the sister-in-law, is excellent. 
William Gargan does a natural job of 
the brother and Mary Nash. the 
mother who knows her son, is 
equally good. Thomas Gomez. as a 
correspondent John Litel, Millard 
Mitchell, John Craven. Vince Bar- 


nett. Howard Freeman are among 
others who play their roles with 
ease. Young Donald Devlin makes 


his film debut as the nephew whose 
train tunnel adventure brings about 
the melodramatic finale. 

An effective music score by Frank 
Skinner; the camera work of Tony 





Gaudio: the naturalness obtained by 
art direction and settings; are factors 
that contribute to the production 
polish maintained by Hellinger and 
his associate, Eddie Blatt. Brog. 


The Faleon’s Adventure 





RKO release of Herman Sechlom = produe- 
on Sturs ‘Tom Conway features Madge 
Meredith, Edward S. Brophy Directed by 
William Berke Screenplay, Aubrey Wise- 
bere and Robert FE. Kent; camera, Harry 
Wild and Frank Redman, editor Marvin 
Coil lradeshown N. Y., Dee. & ‘46. Run- 
Wh ime, 61 MINS, 
Paleo Tom Conway 
| Loanisa gain Madge Meredith 
Ciolelte errr rer I wurd 3S lLrophy 
Suitte A i Robert Warwick 
Ih « ; . Nivrna Dell 
bie . Steve Hrodte 
i " lar \\ 
leler ( r "W 
‘ ! eph ¢ ! 
ile th W 
or I é 
1) i HH tH 
| t s | K i 
| A semblance of care seems to be 
all that’s necessary to make a who- 
dunit surefire program fare, and this 
llatest in the “Falcon” series has that. 
Swiftly paceu and competently 


}mounted, “The Falcon’s Adventure” 
fast enough that the few 


} moves 
linconsistencies probably will never 


SO 


British-accented Falcon, rescues a 





be noticed. Should do well with the 
steady mystery fan trade. _ 
Tom Conway, the  lady-killing, | 


Brazilian gal from a kidnap attempt | 


and falls into a plot to get her 
father’s formula for synthetic indus- 
itrial diamonds. After the old man | 
lis killed, for which Conway is 


blamed, the story moves to Florida, 
where another scientist is also gently 
disposed of and once again the blame 
falls upon the Falcon. With the po- 


rescue the South American beauty 
from the yacht of the plotter, head 
of an industrial diamond syndicate 
who wants the formula destroyed. 
Action is well spiced with battles, 
in each of which the Falcon gets his 
lumps. 

Pic’s values are seemingly unhurt 
by the fact that victim of the sec- 
ond “murder” died of a heart at- 
tack, or that Conway, with the police 
after him for a killing, was able to 
leisurely hop a train to Florida. 

Conway's thesping is fine, as is that 


of stooge Edward Brophy. Madge 
Meredith, as the Brazilian chick, 
looks like a steady comer. Others 
in the cast are veteran supports and 
hold up competently. Quick pace 
helps. 


Out California Way 
(SONGS—COLOR) 


Republic release of Louis Gray produc- 
tion. Stars Monte Hale, Adrian Booth: fea- 
tures Bobby Blake. Directed by Lesley Se- 
lander Screenplay, Betty Burbridge from 
original by Barry Shipman: songs. Paul 
Westmoreland, Foy Willing. Jack Meakin. 
Foster Carling, Tex Carlson, Jack Statham. 


Gus Snow, Eddie Dean, Hal Blair; camera 
(Trucolor), Bud Thackery: editor. Charles 
Craft. Tradeshown N. Y., Dec. 6, ‘46. Run- 
ning time, 67 MINS, 

NEOs o.cce ede CuseGheteceeeesee Monte Hale 
Ceram Dts 6 6.066605 466e0 000! Adrian Booth 
Danny Met'oy...... seécectocs: men. Bae 
Red Maagon.......cceoc.ccocee.- Jenn Dehner 
George Sheridan. ...+-....0.- Nolan Leary 
Ace Carter err cererrirrr. Fred Graham 
Johnny Areher........c..0-. Tom London 
Jimmy Starr... .cccccccccees Jimmy Starr 
B. J. Pearmom....ccccccccess Edward Keane 
Assistant Director... ..Bob Wilke 


Cameraman aks «6% _.. Brooks Benedict 
St. Luke's Choristers 
Willing & Riders of Purple Sage 

A tame westerner, “Old California 
Way” will rate with fans who like 
their oatunes in concentrated doses. 
With the swooners firmly in the sad- 


Foy 








‘Wicked Lady’ 


In reviewing “The Wicked 
Lady” (Gainsborough-J. Arthur 
Rank) from London on Nov. 28, 
1945. Variety's Talb predicted 
the film would do big business 
in England but that it’s chances 
“in first run houses in America 
look limited.” Since that time. 
the popularity of English pic- 
tures in the VU. S. has been 
steadily on the increase but de- 
spite that, this one looks as 
though Talb’s prediction would 
be true. 

Film is being released here by 
Universal International and 
makes its U. S. bow at the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., on Dec. 
22. Present lure of James Ma- 
son and Margaret Lockwood 
should do much for the film in 
this country, but its poor story 
and the fact that it’s a period 
piece will militate against it. 
Script and direction are also on 
the debit side, with Miss Lock- 
wood mouthing some cliches in 
the final fadeout that were 
corny in American pictures 10 
years ago. 

Picture has already gained 
some pre-release publicity in 
this country via the Production 
Code’s ruling that the sequences 
displaying too much cleavage in 
the anatomy of both Miss Lock- 
wood and Patricia Roc would 
have to be reshot. Britishers 
seem to have taken care of that 
by merely pinning a scarf on top 
of the two femmes’ bodices. Pic 
has been cut from its 103 min- 
utes running time in England to 
98 minutes for its U. S. run, 





| 


dle these days, the wild and woolly 
sagas of the western plains are be- 
coming as rare as buffaloes, and thig 
pic is definitely part of the latter. 
day trend. More station wagons than 
stallions are used to get around here 
in addition to the usual swapping of 
gats for guitars. Only action feature 
in this film is a couple of fierce 
knuckle-scraping encounters involv. 
ing a couple of varmints and Monte 
Hale, when the latter is not hitting 
the middle-C’s. 

Attempt is made to give an ad@di- 
tional lift to this production through 


the use of color, but the process, 
trade-named Trucolor, only lends a 
hokey hue to the film with over- 
tinting on the brown-orange and 
blue-green side, Makeup smear ig 
clearly evident on the femme plav- 
ers. Another boosting technique is 


the use of Republic's galaxy of west- 
ern stars for walk-on parts with Roy 


Regers and Dale Evans during one 
numbel 
Although Hale wears chaps and 


sports a lariat, story is a behind-the- 
scenes conflict between a couple of 
lead players at a mythical Hollywood 
studio. Sandwiched into this plot- 
within-a-plot is the attempt of young 
Bobby Blake to get a part in a forth- 
coming westener for his educated 
nag, Pardner, whom he hopes will 
share cinematic glory with other top- 
billed equines like Trigger and 
Thunder. Six numbers are _ high- 
lighted, including “Detour,” “Rose of 


Santa Fe,” “Hello Monte,” “Out Cali- 
fornia Way,” “Little Bronc of Mine” 
and “Boogie Woogie Cowboy latter 
being the standout tune 

Hale registers as a likeable cow- 


chanter, handling the vocals in easy, 
if not exceptional, style. Backing up 


nicely are young Blake, his big sis- 


lice tailing him, Falcon manages to | 





ter, Adrian Booth, the menace, John 
Dehner, and the hoss. Production 
accoutrements, scripting and direc- 
tion are at the regular standards for 





low-budget westerns Herm. 
Panique 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Regina release of Pierre O'Cuonnel-Arye 
Nissotti production, Directed by Jnitien Due 
vivier Stars Viviane KRomatvce Michel Si- 
mon and Paul Bernard. From a novel by 
Georges Simenon. Previewed in Paris Rune 
ning time, 95 MINS, 

Julien Duvivier, who has had 


Hollywood experience, has directed 
this picture expertly besides cooper- 
ating with Charles Spaak in adapting 
the police novel. This novel is more 
credible in book form than on the 
screen but the marquee names this 
picture has promise solid returns in 
Paris. Michel Simon handles the dif- 
ficult part of the ugly, lonely subur- 
banite well. He foolishly falls in 
love with a girl who connives with 
her boy friend to have Simon framed 
for a murder, thus exonerating her 
guilty lover, 

Direction of the sequence showing 
Simon pursued by the mob and try- 
ing to escape over the roofs is dis- 
tinctly Hollywoodish, up to the point 
when the fleeing man finally falls 
and dies. Viviane Romance, as the 
crook’s moll, and Paul Bernard, as 
her evil genius, give good perform- 
ances. Minor parts look more au- 
thentic than is customary here. Film 
has some possibilities for the U. S., 

Maxi. 





Mr. Hex 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dee. 7. 


Jon e*yeil 
Stars Leo Goreey;: 
Bobby Jordan, Gabriel 
David Gale 

lan Sammy 


Monogram release Cirippe 
Endfield) production. 
features Hunts Hall, 
Dell, Billy Benedict, 
Kobbins, Ben Welden. 


tiorecey, 
Ihweith, 


Cohen. Directed by William  Besudine. 
Screenplay, Cyril Endfield: original, Jan 
Grippo; camera, James Brown: music. Ed- 
ward J. Kay; series, Louis Herscher, edi- 
tor, Seth Larsen Previewed Des 4. ‘46. 
Running time, 63 MINS. 

Ge ceecesses nee Leo Goreev 
Pere e Huntz Hall 
Ps G0680v6.0 Bobby Jordan 
SN SENS 6 66660600664 be08 Gabriel Dell 
eh hee +. ¢40066006606en64 Lilly Benedict 
CR RNGe4os-0000600000 860 David Goreey 
Ahh. 666 6b.0400 200 Genel Gale Robbins 
5 5 $0-444666 066 ses Ken Weldon 
EG Bok 5 6 00ke 608 GORe lan Keith 
“Evil-Bye’’ Fugin......... Sammy, Cohen 
Louie..... Teer .Bernard Goreey 
Mob Leader... William Ruhl 
Danny the Dip.............. Danny Beek 
Mazie..... ‘ re Rita lynn 
Billy Butterworth. ....... Joe Gray 
RLS 5 ao 6 6s-4 5.44000 x Eddie Gribben 
CAPO AW 05.6400664 00604. ‘ Mever Grace 
er TUETR TC Tere TT Gene Stutenroth 
Referee -eneseeessusaes John Indrisane 
Truck’ Driver...... Dewey Robinson 
| er Jimmy Aubrey 


“Mr. Hex” settles into the Bowery 
Boys series groove capably, furnish- 
ing plenty of the antics liked by those 
who follow the doings of the rough- 
and-ready gang. Original story uses 
novel gimmick to spark chuckles, 
and the production values furnished 
by Jan Grippo get the most from 
budget expenditure. 

Story pattern is developed around 
hypnotism, a device used by the 
Boweryites for their latest do-good 
action. When boys’ favorite jukebox 
voice has to quit her job to take care 
of a sick mother, kids start looking 
for angles to raise coin so they can 
help. Leo Gorcey, as gang leader, 
learns trick of hynotizing Huntz Hall 
into believing he’s strong as 10 men. 
Boys pit Hall in an amateur boxing 
contest in a try for prize money and 
through slapdash adventures they 
make the payoff. Grippo did original 
yarn and Cyril Endfield, who also 
serves as associate producer, scripted. 

Film spots a number of surefire 


|laugh touches such as gamblers em- 


ploying an “evil-eye” character to 


(Continued on page 20) 
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M-G CUTS BUDGET $7-8 MILLION 





Post-Xmas Bookings Point Up 
Product Shortage Already Here’ 


and 





Subsequent run small-town, 


exhibs, out to line up bookings for i " 

the post-Christmas boom period, are Bing Cros ”y 
y -onsi able ifficul- 

running into considerable d noite a tte Ae 

ties that bring them up short with 


: song-and-dance team in 
the realization that the oft-predicted 


sroduct shortage is actually here. T3 A : 9 
bee exhibitors find that, despite re- Ethel Barr ymore s 
iterated denials from the major dis- Hoke’’ 
of any attempts to create a 

there’s just about enough . -~ + 


tribs 
pinch, 


product available to carry them 
through the ymiddle of January. in the forthcoming 
After that, it’s anybody's guess as to 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


what will happen. 
Situation caused, 
accusations, 


according to 
by the majors’ 


is 





exhibitor 





og’ e . > 
attempt to create a sellers market Senora 
and so open the way to boosted film VARIETY 
rental terms. Despite the big back- 





| 








log of pic tures av ailable, distribs, be- 
of the Hollywood labor strike | 


cause 
or other reasons, are still holding | s 
over their product in the key city | 


first runs to obtain as long runs as| 


possible for them. Subsequent run | 


Budveter Ideas 


With probably the heftiest shelf of 
| best-selling novels any _ studio 


every stacked away, 20th-Fox now is 


houses, forced to wait for the pix, | 
must either hold their own pictures | 
for longer runs or shop around for | 


reissues to fill the breach. 


t 
: : nas 
Illustrative of the pinch is the case 


of one smalltown exhib, who hag searching for yarns for lower-bud- 
first run priorities on the product of geted production to space out its top- 
Metro, Paramount, 20th-Fox and cost films Still on the lookout. of 
Universal-International in his city, course, for best-sellers, company 
along with Monogram, Republic and nevertheless feels that its principle 
PRC. Even with the seeming array 


need at the moment 
stories that can be 
low top prices. 
Novels and plays 
sought are ones that 


is acceptable 


of pictures, however, the exhib has produced at be- 


discovered that all is not as rosy as 
it seems. 

Par, has only two 
new pix on its current release slate. 


that are being 
fall in the $1,- 


for example, 





000,000 to $1,500,000 budget cate- 
One of these, “Two Years Before the gory. Change in Hollywood cost 
Mast,” has already been run, Tone, is evident by the fact that 
the other, “Blue Skies,” has been | those figures—once the sign of ex- 
booked in as a New Year's special. | travagant productions—now repre- | 
In the same fashion, U-I has only sent lower budgeters.” Toppers | 
“Dark Mirror” and eae apeaaa | made from big novels and plays are 

if 26) 


mntinued on page | being budgeted at from almost 


|} 000,000 upwards. 
d °Ts 1S 
UA THEATRE CIRCUIT | scanty "te sits"oniy “rons 
yarn whicn uentin eynoids wrote, 
DOUBLES NET PROFIT 


United Artists Theatre Circuit has 
turned in a report showing net profit 
of $1,173,335 for the fiscal year end- 
ing Aug. 31, 1946. Take represents 
gain of almost 50% over the $627.,- 
822 garnered by the chain in ‘45. 
Upped b.o. was indicated by disclos- 
ure that theatres grossed $1,862,417 
before deduction of taxes, deprecia- 


$2,- 


PT boat skippers whto, during the 
war in the Pacific, formed a pool to 
go into any risky business. First 
thing they did was buy a racehorse. 
Reynolds’ story left Darryl! Zanuck 
unsold and producer Louis de Roche- 
mont is now having it revised by 
other writers in hope of selling 
20th’s production boss. 

Reynolds got $12,500 for the story 


tion, interest and amortization | and will receive $37,500 more if the 

against $1,682,609 last year. company films it. He’s now working 
Stockholders’ meet reelected all! with Ben Hecht on screenplay of 

incumbents and added Paul O’Brien, |“)iracle of the Bells” for Lasky- 

partner in the film ef O’Brien, Dris- | WacEwen unit at RKO. 

coll & Raftery, to succeed his father, 


the late Dennis F. O'Brien, Directors 
tapped for another term are: Joseph 
H. Moskowitz, Lee Shubert, Joseph 
M. Schenck, Bertram S. Nayfack, 
Harry D. Buckley, A. H. Frisch, Wil- 
lard V. King and William P. Philips. 
Officers will be chosen during the 
month at a later director’s meet. 


Pallos in U.S. to Set 


Stephen Pallos, prexy of Penden- 
nis Pictures, British indie production 
‘outfit, arrived in New York last 
week to set up an American distri- 
bution deal for his first picture 
“Teheran.” Film, a story of an at- 
tempt on the late President Roose- 
velt’s life at the Teheran conference, 
was shot in Rome with an all- 
English cast. Pallos explained he'd 
been forced to go to Italy because 
of the lack of studio space in Eng- 


Curtis-Wildbers’ s Civic, 
Chi, for Pix Roadshows 


Joseph Curtis, son of Jack Cohn, 
Columbia executive vice-president, ) 
concluded a four-walls deal Satur- 








day (7) together with legit producer | a Film Distributors, J. 
John Wildberg for lease of the Civic | Arthur Rank’s distrib outfit, has 
theatre, Chicago. Wildberg held the | agreed to distribute the picture in 
lease alone up to Tast week and England and the British empire 

could not, by himself, get a renewal. Next Pendennis production, titled 
Plan is to put the house on a regu- “Call of the Blood,’ is slated to go 
lar roadshow film policy following before the cameras in February. 
Henry V.” currently playing there. | yi. 49 pe shot at the Sound Cities 
Prior to the “Henry” booking Civic | studios in London. Film is an adapta- 
Played straight legit, having just | tion of the bestseller of the same 
closed 44 weeks of “Anna Lucasta.” name by Robert Hichens, author 
_When lease was being signed Cur- of “Garden of Allah” and “The | 
tis approeched William Heineman, Paradine Case.” latter the next pro- 
Rank’s general sales manager for) duction of Alfred Hitchcock. British 
the United States, with a deal to Lion. Sir Alexander Korda’s distrib 
Play Prestige Pictures on a two-a- outfit, has already agreed to re- 
day basis. Deal was stymied, how- | jease “Blood” in England and the 
ever, according to Curtis, when empire, Pallos said. 

Heineman asked 35% from the first Pendennis prexy said the outfit 
dollar on the first of 20 Prestigers| had no financial tiein with any 
offered. Beeause the films are virtu- American or British outfit but was 
ally an unknown quantity in this! financed by Pallos. Britisher John 
country, and have had practically no! Stafford and an Italian group headed 
pre-selling, exhib says the price is| by Akos Tolnay. Pallos goes from 
too high and Heineman refused to| N. Y. to the Coast before returning 
talk on any other terms. 'to England in about four week 













at studio’s request, around group of | 





‘Teheran’ Pic Distrib. 





; ture 


EXECS, TALENT 





; = 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 
Metro, continuing to train _ its 
sights on a drastic reduction in pro- 
duction costs, is tuning its overhead 
for the elimination 


duction departments at both the 
homeoffice and in the midwest. 
Overall reduction in operations in 


line with the cut in production from 
31 pix in 1946 to 24 next year, 
should reach a total of between 
$7,000.000 and $8,000,000 for the cur- 
rent season. 

Latest to feel the axe are the 
talent departments at the home office 
and in Chicago. Bill Deering, one 
of veepee Marvin Schenck’s home- 
office talent scouts for many years, 
was dropped from the payroll over 
the weekend. Maurice Golden, head 
of the talent office in Chi for more 
than three years, was also dropped 
and the Chi office shuttered. Golden 


is Slated to leave for the Coast next | 
| wee k 


for huddles with Louis B. 
Mayer before announcing his future 
| Ph ans. 

Despite increased production costs 
| that have hit all studios with almost 





Siegel was formerly president of 
the Republic studios and moved over 
as exec producer to Metro where he 
produced “Our Vines Have Tender 
Grapes,” “Lassie.” “This Man’s 
Navy.” “My Brother Who Talks to 
Horses” and “Two Smart People.” 


EL Gat AXt 


of excess man- | 
power that has extended to the pro- | 





But Production 





Maurice Zolotow 


gives a different slant 


on the theme in 


**My Hollywood Story’”’ 
* * * 
an editorial feature of the 


41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Published Soon 


Wyler Sees War 
Pix Cycle Soon 














| War pictures are currently 


equal force, Metro to date is the | i ~ 

only one to attempt to offset the re- doghouse because of public distaste 

sults with a proportionate cut in j|for them, but in a few years Hol- 

Operating costs. Other lots have | lywood’s studios will flood the thea- 

intr cons might mean § aegis | ts, ith literally hundreds of Aims 

the quality of their sroduct Rather a _~ OSaE Sne. whee ee 

than do that consequently, they've pecrnogae — pang! . ae 

(Continued pe page 22) : | Years of Our Lives” and co-owner 

poe Oe |of Liberty Films, told members of 

|the Cinema Chapter, American 

| Veterans Committee, last week. 

SIEGEL EXITS METRO Wyler, presented with an AVC cita- 

tion for his handling of the vets 

T0 PRODUCE ON OWN problem in “Best Years,” predicted 

the cycle of war pix because Holly- 

Hollywood, Dec. 10. wood is crowded with performers 

M. J. Siegel, who served as a mem-| Writers and technicians who saw ac- 
ber of Metro’s economy streamlining | tion in the late fracas 

committee with Sam Katz, Al Licht- | “The public’s weariness, exem- 

| man and Joe Cohn, is checking out | plified in its search for escape in 

of the studio himself to begin his | films, is going to die down in a few 

-|own indie production outfit, | years,” Wyler declared, “and then 


the studios are going to turn out a 
cycle of war films. It is then that 
understanding and sincerity in ex- 
ecution of good stories will play a 
most important role. And knowing 
treatment by the studios is going to 


(Continued on page 27) 











Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Seymour Nebenzal started produc- 
tion on “Heaven Only Knows” for | 


United Artists release with Albert 
S. Rogell directing . . . Lyle Talbot 
drew the heavy role in “Bells of San 


Angelo” at Republic ... Enterprise | 
resumed filming of “Arch of Tri- 
umph” after a_ three-week  shut-} 
down Artie Dorrell, welter- 
weight boxer, makes his film bow 
in “Burning Journey” at Enterprise 


. Ted Donaldson returns to the | 


“For 
produced by 


“Rusty” series at Columbia in 
the Love of Rusty,” 
John Haggott .. . Derwin Abrahams 
draws director chores on 
of the Lone Star” 
Charles Starrett and Smiley Burnette 
in top roles. 

Paramount 
fou 


sent a troupe of 85 
three days on location at Thou- 


sand Oaks to shoot sequences for 
| “Saigon” One of the featured 
players in “Saigon” will be Betty 
Bryant, New York nightclub enter- 


tainer and wife of Leslie Charteris 


_., Jack Schwarz and Dave Fleischer | 


are producing “Jack and the Bean- 


stalk” as a tinted cartoon with live 
action . . . Columbia gave the green 
light to “Assigned to Treasury,” with 


Dick Powell and Signo Hasso in the 
top roles .. . Nanette Parks draws 
a featured femme role in “Catalina,” 
Paramount's Technicolor musical . . 
Kay Mulvey, western editor of 
Woman's Home Companion, was 
inked to play herself by Robert 
Riskin in his RKO production 
Magic Town.” 

James B. 
inked a deal 


Productions 
to film “See What I 
Mean,” based on a novel by 
Browne, for Columbia release. 
goes into work on the Ci 


Cassidy 


Pic- 


ylumbia 


“Riders | 
at Columbia, with | 


Lew iS 


lot Feb. 3, with a script by Richard 

Collins and Anne Green Koch. 
Universal - International assigned 

| Ann Wigton to script “The Endorse- 








ment,” based on the Grace Amund- 
|} son mag ~ at “A Letter of En- 
| dorsement.’ . Billy Bevan, former | 


Mack Sennett comic, inked for 
Rose” at 20th-Fox , .. Bernard W. 
Burton will be associate producer 
on “The Big Story” for Chester 
Productions . Enterprise bought 
“The Black Hat,” by Ladislas Fodor 


“Moss 


and turned it over to Wolfgang 
| Reinhardt for production . . . Robert 
| Preston, Catherine Craig, Barry 


Fitzgerald and Richard Webb will 
| do a comedy quartet sequence in 
“Variety Girl” at Paramount. 

PRC borrowed Sheila 
Eagle-Lion for one of the top femme 
roles in “The Payoff.” Picture tolls | 
| next week with James Flood direct- 
ing and Marvin Stahl! producing. 


| Peggy Knudsen draws a featured 
role in “The Unfaithful,” produced | 7 
by Jerry Wald at Warners . Erno | 
Verebes inked for a comic part in | 


ring Nelson Eddy and Ilona Massey | 

Metro postponed the start of 
“Song of the Thin Man” from Dec. 
16 to Jan. 2... Pete Smith started 
work on “Pet Peeves,” tenth and | 
last of his 1946-47 short subjects 
program at Metro Art Baker 
inked for “Night Unto Night.” di- 


rected by Don Siegel at Warners... 


Sidney Bedell checked in at Para- | 
mount to carry out his producer 
contract, after a year at Columbia | 

Richard Powers signed as top 
heavy in “Seven Keys to Baldpate,” 
produced by Herman Schlom_ at 
RKO Columbia assigned Vir- 
ginia Hunter as femme lead _ in 

Riders of the Lone Star.” 


Hollywood, 





| impeding production 


| Studio 








ducers, 
| national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
| Employees. and those of the Confer- 
| ence of Studio Unions. 


Ryan from | 


| derson, 
| Beal, 
| Harry 


Republic’s untitled musical, co- -star- | 


| Cinema 
| Eagle-Lion 
| Productions, 


Strike Cost $315,000 a Week in Pay 


on Par With 1945 


Dec. 10 

Loss of approximately $3,000,000 
in wages at, the rate of $315,000 per 
week was the sum set when totalling 
up the of the current studio 
strike. Production of films, however, 
stood up to last year’s score, produ- 
cers stated, as the third month of the 
labor strife draws to a close. During 
the same week last year, 45 films 
were in work, while 41 are currently 
shooting at various lots. 

Conference of Studio Unions, 
meanwhile, took two steps in the 
strike action. Prexy Herbert Sorrell 
sent a wire to the producers repeat- 
ing the three points necessary 
settled before their members return 
to work. Group is also sending com- 
mittees on a tour around the 
try, asking support from all 
ican Federation of Labor 
staying away from films 
dispute is settled. 

Points studied by the producers in 
Sorrell’s wire ask for an early meet- 
ing on the proposal that workable 
arbitration machinery be adopted, 
contract signed and all those on 
picket lines or respecting them be 
reinstated without discrimination. 
Demurrers alleging the Los Angeles 
picketing ordinanee as unconstitu- 
tional were overruled yesterday 
(Monday) by Municipal Judge Louis 
W. Kaufman. 


cost 


to be 


coun- 
Amer- 
groups in 
until the 





‘Father Divine’ Pitch 


Richard F. Walsh, International 


Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees prez, returning to the 
union’s New York h.q. after a two 


months foray into the Hollywood 
labor tangle, reports that the IA has 
the situation under full control. Ac- 
cording to the union chieftain, the 
eight-man picket lines marching in 
front of the major lots are no longer 
with the total 
in work nearing 
capacity. Processing at the 
Technicolor plant has passed the 
50% capacity level with 900 of the 
plant’s* factory workers now back 
on the job. 

Walsh indicated he was standing 
pat in his attitude towards the Con- 


of 44 pictures now 


ference of Studio Unions, the IA’s 
antagonist in the _ jurisdictional 
squabble. No arbitration is being 


planned, he said, either by the two 
labor groups going into direct nego- 
tiations, or by American Federation 
of Labor executife committee. Re- 
ferring to the IA’s attitude towards 
the CSU, Walsh said: “The only re- 
lationship we have with them now 
is to say ‘hello’ as we pass them on 
the picket line going to work.” 


FILM CARPENTERS SUE 
TO END STUDIO STRIKE 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 

Fifteen film studio carpenters filed 
a plea in Federal Court here asking 
a “declaratory judgment” to end the 
strike in the motion picture studios. 
Defendants in the suit are the ma- 
jor picture companies and their pro- 
the leaders of the Inter- 





Plaintiffs include Raymond Con- 
| away, Oscar Schatte, Andrew M. An- 
Charles L. Davis, Harry 
Ewald Albrecht, Harry Talley, 
Davidson, John  Kirstead, 
Thomas Hill, Lloyd Jackson, Alfred 


| Withers, Edward Derham and John 


Zell. 


SAG Inks 13 ‘Sie Pacts 
With Indie Outfits 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Screen Actors Guild 
the signing of labor 


announced 
contracts with 


|10 new production companies in Hol- 


lywood and three in New York. 
West Coast outfits are AlbertePro- 
ductions, Argosy Pictures, Beacon 
Pictures, Bing Crosby Enterprises, 
Gems, Crystal Pictures, 
Studios, Eddie Albert 
Jack Wrather Produc- 


tions, and Hillcrest Productions. 
New York firms are Cinemart. Inc., 
Clyde Elliott Attractions and S.R.F 
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“Hilarious! Gag-strewn! Hutton field day! Click potentialities!” 
— Film Daily 


“Should mean n happy days for the average exhibitor everywhere!”’ 
— Showmen’s Trade Review 


“Should meet enthusiastic reception! The laughs come heartily!” 
— Boxoffice 


“Combines thrills and action to guarantee good boxoffice response!” 
— Daily Variety 


“Slick pace! Good entertainment! Humor and fun all the way!” 
— Independent 


‘““Love Is The Darndest Thing’ destined for great popularity!” 
— Film Bulletin 


“Michael Chekhov plays his screwball assignment to thé hilt!” 
— Variety 
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Picked as the 
N.Y. PARAMOUNT’S 
CHRISTMAS SHOW 


...successor to Paramount’s 
all-time-biggest, “Blue Skies”! 
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L A. Mil As Holdovers Slow Pace; 

















‘No Leave’ 126, Omaha 


Omaha, Dec. 10. 


“No Leave, No Love” 








the town at the Paramount with a 
iealthy session but by no means 
ll e In 0 S mash. “Black Angel’ is being 
bo istered by the Clyde McCoy band 
ve but looks mild. 
Estim: ates for This Week 
Ds: ae (RKO) (1,500; 16-65) 
ast Dece ion a ill ot Brazil” (Col) and 
Ip” «¢RKO). Thin $6,500. 
L: t wee ve. “Deception” (WB) and 
I 4 } “¢ or etc “Dee 10, : Lat pe Work” tRKO), healthy 
LOS : nge es firs -runs al STH Prien 
holdover this week, with only one | Broadway Grosses Omaha ‘Tristates) (2,000; 16-05) 
new important entry Result is the ong (Par) Conc} reel Hivh 
general overall total ill lag behind Be ent a 7 vnc ‘tad eg 
recent sessions. “Secret Heart,” the! getimated Total Grass Vode £0 HOO Last week, “Shep- 
oer a ae a poi — g for solid $79,- This Week $713,500 ~~ of Hills’ (Par) and “Beau 
7 n a nee oe vo Years Before (Based on 18 theatres) Coste (Par) ‘(reissue very big 
ira am O \ ars I a 
Mast” looks to do sturdy $40,000 1) Total Gross Same Week $11.000 ee ‘onthe ke 
two houses while “Jolson Story” 1s Last Week $652,000 ee hel bn rey — sLyde | 
i $37,006 3 } I } ) 80)—" Black Nye ( an 
coming thre igh vith a fine oo (Based on 17 eC es) rn oe Mild $15,000 
oO é fifth ession vO spots. | ___ skin os Claudis and David” 
OW; Up and Drean is off at light Last | ; es 7 a Bie” «* 
$31,500 nm second roun¢ n_ four R Li f F ’ ae i pe aes : ae 4 
] t ‘ f | rf trong $13,200 at 16-65¢ scale. 
“De ir 1 k wl ——™ re a ig s. ooney ts d con Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
000 in three houses. sia 44 (| ° 65)—"No Leave,” (M-G). Good $12,- 
st } a “rn Thi j To reat ’ eve., O00. Li ast week, “Two Years Before 
Estimates for This Week j ‘ 4 : ae ar llr gen Mab eB 9 
Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— |} D 16G 2d State (Goldberg) (865; 15-50)— 
“Secret Heart” «(M-G) Solid $10,- | eception In “Bic Sleep” (WB) and “Romance of 
000. Last W der gg? ig po rent” | Cleveland, Dec. 10. | West” PRC). Good $3,500. _Last 
. ‘Beverly Hills Moshe Hall (Blu en- Post-Thanksgiving business ao age | and “No Time Comedy* «WB) (re- 
feld-G& S) (824: 65-$1) ‘Al ve 1 O eling some but not as much as l issues), fine $4,200. 
Shoulde : (UA) (3d wk) Nice | feared. Top coin will go to Palace | -- 
$3.500 cast week. $5.800 Si : mm a | - ; 
Carthay Cirele «FWC) (1,518: 50- here Mickey Rooney s stage she \6 
$1)—"“Dark Mirror” (U) (2d wk)|will give wings to “Falcon’s Adven- wen mn Ca S 
(m.o.). Smart $5,000. Last week, | ture,” not far from near record of 
$7.400. pencigll tite agit wales 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 50- last ae Holdovers of Undereur 
$1)—"Wake Up. Dream” (20th) and| rent,’ “Deception” and “Margie™ are rov alc 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th) (2d | still ‘doing okay. Lb 
cf a, 1) $9.000. Last week, good Estimates for This Week 
Sawniews (WB) (1.800: 50-$1)— Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—*Mar- - = “tae gg = + 
bi tion” (W 3d wk) sie” s 2,000 on eavy bally is boosting “Ss 
Deception” (WB) (3d wk). inales | gie” ‘20th Su rpri ing $1 ; 1 “San 
with okay $11.000. Last week. steady | fourth week after big $17.000 last | | Quentin” at RKO Albee to fancy 
$20,200 ae a ae sy "| week | tigure and town’s leadership. Ma- 
"1 ic in | ; Jarner 3700: 55-7 li stiec’s “My Darling Clementine 
Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)- | é; F Se ; ppm 
- 72; 55-$ Z : ion” 2d wk Tice | also is getting a nice play. Two 
feld) (872; 55-$1) — “Angel On|“Deception” (WB) (2d wk). Nice| Years Before Mast.” in third stenza 
Shoulder” (UA) (3d wk). Near $16,000. Last week, great $30, 000. ath a big Mast, anzZa, 
if : 95 1A rs q ad “a ps is Ss e. 
ye eerptise (FWC) | (1538. 50-$1) _|, Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)—"No- Estimates for This Week 
“Secret Heart” (M-G). Hefty $18,- |POdy Lives Forever’ | WB) mo). | Albee (RKO) (2;200; 44-65)—"“San 
000 Last week, “Undercurrent” Fairly satisfactory $3,000, with $4,000 | Quentin” (RKO) and * ‘Dark Horse” 


(M-G) (3d wk-11 days). $11,400. 

El Rey (FWC) (861: 50-$1)— 
“Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Slow $3,000. Last week, okay 
$4.800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 50-85)— 
“Margie” (20th) (2d wk) (m.o.). 
Smooth $5.500. Last week. $7.500. 

Guild (FWC) (968: 50-$1)—“Mag- 
nificent Doll” (U) (2d wk). Only 
$3.000. Tast week. fair $5.300. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956: 
50-*1)—“Angel On Shoulder” (UA) 
(3d wk). Nice $3.500. 
$6.000, 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 50-$1)— 
“Deception” (WB) (3d wk). Okay 
$7.500. Last week. smooth $13,800. 

Hellywood Musie Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475: 50-85) — “Angel On 
Shoulder” (UA) (3d wk). Sighting 
$3.500. T.ast week, neat $5,300. 


Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85)—‘Magnit- 
ficent Doil’ (U) (2d wk). Slow $4.- 
000. Last week, fair $6.700. 


Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 50- 
$1 )—"“Wake Up. Dream” (20th) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th) (2d 


wk). Dull $14,000. Last week, good 
$26.300. 

Los Anfeles (D'town-WC) (2.097: 
50-$1)—"“Secret Heart” (M-G). Fine 
$30,000. Last week, “Undercurrent” 
‘M-G) (3d wk-11 days), okay $22,- 
600. , 

Loyola «‘FWC) (1,248: 50-81)— 
“Wake Up. Dream” (20th) and “Dan- 
gerous Millions’ (20th) (2d wk). 


Only $4.500. Last week. okay $7,500. 
Million Dollar (D'town) (2,420: 55- 
85)-—“Killers” (U) and “Ladv Luck” 


last stanza. 





|poed by Vaughn Monroe orch which 


Last week, | }, 1it near-record $46,000. 


State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70)— “Un- | 


dercurrent” (M-G). 


Held over 5 ex- 
tra days, good $16,000, to permit 
opening of “Strange Woman” to be 
advanced to today (Tues.). Last 


week, big $27,500. 
Stillman (‘Loew’s) 
“Angel on Shoulder” 


(2.700; 55-70)— 
(UA). Hearty 


$14,000. Last week, “Rage in Heaven” 
(M-G) (reissue) (m.o.), moderate 
$6,800. 





Denver Off; ‘Goodbye’ 
Moderate 236, 3Spots 


Denver, Dec. 10. 
Biz is generally off this week, re- 
flecting the pre-Xmas lull. Excep- 
tions include “No Leave,” big at Or- 
pheum, and “Two Years Before 
Mast.” strong in second stanza at 
the Denham. 


Estimates for This Week 

















fm *KO). Heavy bally given “Quentin,” 


Ohio (Loew's) (1,200: 55-70)—“No | with special showing for prisoners at 
Leave” (M-G) (m.o.). Milder $5,200 | state pen and former Warden Lawes 
in 5 days for fourth downtown week: | j in attendance e. Promises nice $19,000 
excellent $9,000 last week. Last week, “Nocturne” (RKO) and 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-90)— Pe in Reno” (RKO) (2d wk), 
“Falcon’s Adventure” (RKO) plus | >44,000. ; ; 
Mickey Rooney, Connie Haines, oth-| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
ers, on stage. Booming to great $44,- | — Never Say Goodbye" (WB) ue 
000 or close. Rooney hurt some by |° ‘Sha idow of a Woman” (WB) (2d 
terrific biz pulled last week by jrun). Steady $4,000. Last week, *De- 
“Home Sweet Homicide” (20th) hy- | ception (WB) (2d run), nice $5,000. 


| Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘With- 
‘out Reservations” (RKO) and vaude. 
| Fairly good $6,500. Last week, 

“Blood on Sun” (UA) (reissue) and 
vaude, $7,000. 

Majestic ‘Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) and 
“Dangerous Millions” (20th). Strong 
$18,000. Last week, “Never Say Good- 
bye” (WB) and “Shadow of Woman” 
(WB), $18,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65- 

(Mono) and 


88)—“Strange Voyage” 
vaude. Three-day weekend run drew 
just so-so $3,500. Last week, 
“Wanted for Murder’ (Mono) and 
vaude, weak $3,200 for three-day 
weekend. , 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Dark 
Mirror” (U) and “Betty Co-Ed” 
(Col), Opened today (Tues.). Last 
week, “Undercurrent” (M-G) and 
“Blondie Knows Best” (M-G) (2d 
wk), fast $13,000 in five days. First 
sesh caught zowie $27,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65 )— 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (3d 
wk). Still stepping along at $13,000. 




















‘ » «2 with. smatone + Second stanza was wow $18,000. 
hig - e Fain Sito te: | Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— — 
week, “Inv faible gon Rea} |““Dark Mirror” (U) and “Mysterious SI Af Bi 
wi Ares Dle informer”  «Rep) | vir Valentine” (Rep). Atier week |K,C, slumps After Big 
belita on stage. $21,100. $5 Pe} a ae ae ee ‘ e ? 
Orph (D'town-WC) (2.210: 55- | 39,000. as eek, Thank - Verd 
$1)—“Boom oe aaa hm Bho (WB) and “North of Border” (SG) an Sgiving; er ict 
‘2d wk) and “Strange Conquest” (m.0.), big $6,500. NSH 106 ‘M ’ 96 2d 
‘(U), Slow $9,000. Last week, Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— oAle ’ ast ’ 
“Town” solo. okay $16,500. “Two Years Before the Mast” (Par) 4 ‘ty. Dec. 10 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1) —| (2d wk). Strong $18,000. Holds a ; ; Kansas City, ac. ot 
“Jolson Story’ (Col) (5th wk).| third. Last week, smash $21,000, ; Town | is back to tower inted biz 
Healthy $19,000. Last week, $25,000.| Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74)—|@8ain after a bangup hanksgiving 
: Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)—| “Never Say Goodbye” (WB) and be ti ye h ei s. Be i. oaeie 
“Tw o Years Before Mast” (Par) and| “French Key” (Rep), day-date with situations oth - Vex Get ” ok the 
Mysterious Mr. Valentine” (Rep) | Esquire, Webber. Okay $15,000.) Q”r Sy el ae oy ' ok 
(3d wk). Sturdy $24,000. Last week, | Last week, “Dark Mirror” (U) and Orpheum, but i a am of th = 
$233.800. “Mr. Valentine” (Rep), big $18,000. ra > ag tin — c of i 
Paramount Holly wood (F&M) (1,- Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— or a tan wait ane nen lh leven! 
pet 50-$1) — “Mast (Par) (3d wk).| “Never Say Goodbye” (WB) and Ing ag At ba This Week ' 
Nifty $16,000. Last week, $20,900. 7 “French Key” (Rep), also Denver, | Es alee « Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- Webber. Good $4.000. Last week, Mi re t) ” (800, 2.043, 700: 45 65)— 
80)— Jolson Story” (Cal) (5th wk). “Dark Mirror” (U) and “Mr. Val-|3 wee 9 9 a “D , 
Fine $18,000. Last week, $24,100. entine” (Rep). big $6,000. eee See, oe 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 50-$1)—“Mag- Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 35-74)— | fairly vey By $13,000. Last week, 
nificent Doll” (U) (2d wk). Slow|“No Leave” (M-G) and “Child of —— { C ww's) (3.500: 45-65)— 
$6,000. Last week, good $11,100. | Divorce” (RKO). Big $19,000. Last |...) idiand “ “aaQ) ar “Betty 
" Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1)— week “Nocturne” (RKO) and | Undercurren Ay - a} and e y 
Magnificent Doll” (U) (2d wk).|“Genius at Work” (RKO). big $19.- |CO7Ed”, (Col) (2d wk). Moderate 
Light $4,000. Last week, nice $6,890. 500 ' ey ; ae 5 days. Last week, neat 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: Para ount (Fox) (2 - 95.74)__ | $18,000. oe Me 
50-$1) — “Magnificent Doll” «U) wphrill of Brazil” (Cok ana | mvewman (Par) (1,900; 45-65 )— 
(2d wk) and “Danger Woman” ‘U). | and Bandit” (Mono). Thin $8,000. | Two Years Betore Mast” (Par) ‘(2d 
Okay ag ty Last week, “Doll” (U),! Last week, “Earl Carroll Sketch- | be ). Good $9,000. Last week, strong 
average $13,200, | book” (Rep) and “Rendezvou: ith | 916.0090. _ 
Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1) —| Annie” i S100. us With | Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)- 
Wake Up Dream” (20th) and “Dan- | Rialto (Fox) (878: 35-74)—“De-| “The Verdict (WB) and “Great 
gerous Millions’ (20th) (2d wk). ception” (WB) and “North of the | Day” (RKO). Not so hot at $10,000. 
Weak $4.000. Last week, fair $8,900. | Border” (SG). after week at Denver, | Last week, “Cloak and Dagger” (WB) 
Vogue (FWC) (885; 50-85)—“Boom | Esauire, Webber, Aladdin, Fair |#nd “Child of Divorce” (RKO), 
Town” (M-G) (reissue) (2d wk). | $4,000. Last week, “Angel on | $13,000. 
Fa r $3.500. Last week, okay $5,800. | Shoulder” (UA) and “Danzerous | Tower (Fox: Joffe e€) (2,100; 45-65 )— 
Wilshire (FWC ) (2,296; 50-$1) — | Money” (Mone) (m.o.). fine $5.500. “Singin’ in Corn” (Col) and “Great 
“Secret Heart” (M-G). Big $17,000. | Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—j|to Be Young” (Col) with vaude. 
Last week, “Undercurrent” (M-G)! “Never Savy Goodbye” (WB) and!|Second stageshow here under new 
(3d wk-11l days), $9,600. “French Key” ‘Rep). also Denver, | policy, but only $9,500 is likely. Last 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 50-$1)— ‘De- | Esquire. Good $4,000. Last week. | week, “Out California Way” (Rep) 
ception” (WB) (3d wk). Neat $9,-| “Dark Mirror’ (U) and “Mr. Val- | and “Personality Kid” (Gol) with 
500. Last week, $15,000. 


'entine” (Rep), big $5,000. 


| Sally Rand unit on stage, big $15,000. 


looks to top | 





_—_—— 
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Undercurrent’ Fast 286, Det.; ‘Mirror 
Stout 306, ‘Hunt-Horne Lusty 306 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Fotai Grose 
This Week 
(Based on 22 


$3,028,900 


cities, 192 thea- 


tres, chiefiy first runs, including 
N, 2a 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,752,000 


193 theatres) 


—~ 


‘Taylor- Hepburn Oke At 
2346 in Pitt; ‘Margie’ 
15G, ‘Mirror’ 106, H.0.s 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10 

Penn has the only new picture in 
town, “Undercurrent,” aside from a 
twin bill at Senator, and its doing 
nicely although hardly up to hopes. 
Best showing of Ww eek is being made 
by holdover of “Margie” at Harris, 
which is a cinch to get a third stanza 


(Based on 23 cilies, 








“Dark Mirror,” too, is holding up at 
the Fulton and will likely stick 
again. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 40-70) 


“Dark Mirror” (UI) (2d wk). Hold- 


ing up well and should stick for few 
days in the third session. Second 
week looks fine $10,000; did bette: 
than $13,000 on getaway. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Margie” (20th) (2d wk). Still do- 
ing the best comparative biz in 
Golden Triangle at sock $15,000. 
Gives it another h.o. Last week, 
colossal $22,000, unheard of for this 


spot, 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Undercurrent” (M-G). Oing well 
at $23,500 but not up to expectations 
for only new picture in town and 
Hepburn-Taylor film. Probably will 
hold extra 5 days to get house on 
Tuesday opening until after holidays. 


Last week, “No Leave” (M-G), $22,- 
500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70)—“Never 
Say Goodbye” (WB) (‘m.o.). Will 


only get 5 days at small-seater fol- 
lowing successive weeks at Stanley 
and Warner; just $1,500. Last week, 


“The Verdict” (WB) (‘m.o.), $2,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Down Missouri Way” (PRC) and 
“Secret of Whistler” (Col). Not 
very much at $3,000. Last week, 
“Black Angel” (U) and “Little Miss 
Big” (U), $2,600 in 6 days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“De- 
ception” (WB) (2d wk). Holdover 
limited to 5 days, just $8.500. Last 


week, $19,500, not too hot for a holi- 


day stanza. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
Leave” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Penn and okay at $8,500. Last week, 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) (2d 
wk), sluggish for Thanksgiving holi- 
day at $6,500. 


Monroe Tilts ‘Blondie’ 
To Terrif 386, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 10. 
Trade for ace stands is sagging to 
pre-Xmas level. Only bills at 
straight film houses are “Never Say 
Goodbye,” so-so at the Palace, and 
“Verdict,” pleasing at 
Vaughn Monroe's band, 
die Knows Best,” has the Albee in 
clover, biz perking Saturday and 
Sunday to near record sizes for those 
days. Other theatres also were hy- 
poed by coal strike’s end, 
Estimates for This Week 

_Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95 )—“Blon- 
die Knows Best” (Col) and Vaughn 
Monroe orch, others, on stage. Mon- 
roe is boosting this to wow $38,000. 
Last week, “Falcon’s Adventure” 
(RKO) and Mickey Rooney, others, 
on stage. Rooney magneted titanic 
$41,000 for a new house record. the 
— strike dimout retarding bigger 
V1z 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70)— 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) (2d Wk). 
Holding stoutly at $10,500, follow ing 
big $16,000 kickoff. Stays another 
round, 

Grand (RKO) (1.430: 55-70)—“Ver- 


“No 
Moved from 


new 


the Grand. 
plus “Blon- 


dict” (WB). Pleasing $11,000. Last 
week, “Dark Mirror” (U) (2d wk), 
all right $7,500. 

Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)—*‘Mag- 
nificent Doll” «(U) (2d wk). Okay 


$6,500 trailing swell $12.500 unveiling 
of remodeled theatre under new Uni- 
versal management. 


Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 55-70)—“Noe- 


turne”’ (RKO) (m.o.). Favorable $5.- 
500. Last week, “Deception” «WB) 
(m.o.), slow $4.000,. 

Palace ‘RKO) (2,660: 55-70)— 
“Never Say Goodbve” (WB). So-so 
$11,000. Last week, “Nocturne” 
(RKO), good $15,000 

Sbubert (RKO) (2.100; 55-70)— 
“Jolson Story” ‘Col). Holding on 


moveover for fifth downtown stanza 


Hotsy $7,000 after lush $10.000 fourth | 





round. 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 
| Business is holding up here wel] 


considering 
conditions, 


the usual 
Leaders 


pre-Xmas 
likely will be 





“Dark Mirror,” at the Fox: “Under- 
current” at the United Artists: and 
“Doctor's Man Hunt” with Lena 
Horne topping stageshow at the 
| Downtown, Ace holdove: Blue 
Skies,” in third week at Palms- 
| State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 70-95)—~ 
Sister’s Secret” (PRC) an Roll- 
ing Home” (Indie) (2d wk). Tepid 
| $6,000. Last week, $7,500. 
| Broadway-Capitol ‘United De- 
| troit) (3,309; 70-95) “Bachelor's 
Daughters” (RKO) and “Scandal in 
Paris” (UA). Only $9,000. Last week, 
“Suspense” (Mono) and “Gentleman 
Joe Palooka” (Moho), passable 
$18,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.083: 85- 
$1)—“‘Crime Doctor’s Man Hunt” 
(Col) with Wena Horne, Bobby 
Sherwood orch, others, on stage, 
Lusty $30,000. Last week. “G. IL 
W:r Brides” (Rep) with Andrews 
Sisters, Bob Evans, Les Paul Trio 
and Mack & Desmond on stage, 
ifancy $34,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 

Dark Mirror” (U) and “Dan- 
gerous Millions” (20th). Stout $30. 
000. Last week, “Margie” (20th) 
and “Wanted for Murder” (20th) (2d 
wk), strong $28,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1.866; 
50-60) —"“Mr, Ace” (UA) and “Time 


of Their Lives” (U). Good $2,400 in 
3 days. Last week, “Centennial 
Summer” (20th) and “All Came 


True” (WB) (reissue), 
in 3 days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039; 
70-95)—“No Leave” (M-G) and 
“Glass Alibi” (Rep). Fine $26,000. 
Last week, “Deception” (WB) and 
“Spook Busters” (Mono) ‘(2d wk), 
big $26,000. 

Palms-State 
(2,976; 


strong $2,500 


(United Detroit) 
70-95) —“Blue Skies’ (Par) 
and “Wife Wanted” (Mono) (‘3d 
wk). Still big at $17,000. Last week, 
great $33,000. 
United Artists 
(1,941; 
G) and 
$28,000. 
Fools” 
where” 


(Lnited Detroit) 
70-95) —“Undercurrent” ‘(M- 
“Sunset Pass” (RKO). Sock 

Last week, “Three Wise 
(M-G) and “Flight to No- 
(SGP), okay $17,000. 


‘NOCTURNE’ OKAY 176, 
ST. LOO; ‘SKIES’ 186, 2D 


St. Louis, Dec. 10. 
With holdovers in majority in the 
big houses, “Blue Skies,” will grab 
top coin in second week. “Nocturne” 
looks best new entry. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘Blue Skies” (Par). Sock $18.000 





for second session. Last week, big 
$24,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75}—‘“‘Noc- 
turne” (RKO) and “Bedlam” ‘(KKO), 
Okay $17,000, Last week, “Verdict” 
(WB) and “Sister’s Secret” (PRC), 
$18,500. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 5€-75) — 
“Undereurrent” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Nice $17,000 after a big $24,000 first 
stanza. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Thrill of Brazil” (Col) and “Devil's 
Playground” (UA). Passable $5,500. 
Last week, “Angel on Shoulder” 


(UA) and “Blondie Knows Best” 
(Col) (m.o.), $7,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) — 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) and 
“Phantom Thief” (Col). Nice $15.- 
000. Last week, “Margie” (20th) 
and “Wild Beauty” (RKO), $14,000 


in 11 days, 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60) — 


“Cloak and Dagger” (WB) and 
“Walls Come umbling Down” 
(Col). (3d wk). Fine $8,000 after 


$15,000 second session. 


D.C. Marks Time Albeit 
‘Bess’-Vaude Neat 256 


Washington, Dec, 10. 
With holdovers predominating 
along town’s main stem plus several 
days of brownout jitters, usual pre- 
Xmas dip is starting to show up this 
week. Sole new entry is “Gallant 
Bess” at Loew's Capitol with vaude. 
“Notorious” looks top holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“Gallant Bess” (M-G) with vwaude. 
| Neat $25,000. Last week, “No Leave” 








| (M-G), fine $30,000. 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,263: 44-70)— 
“No Leave” (M-G) (‘m.o.).§ Nice 


| $9.000. Last week, 
}‘m.o.), about same. 
Farle (WB) (2,154; 44-85) 
dict’ (WB). So-so $18,000. 


(Continued on page 20) 


“Margie” (20th?) 


“Ver- 
Last 
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Thrill -Martin Big 756; ‘Fools’ 256 
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‘Nocturne’-Vaude 14G 
Leads New Balto | 


Baliimore, Dec. 
blues is veginning ra 
itself here with a brace of 


Pre-holiday 
r anifest 












































‘Till the Clouds Roll By’ Very Gay 
a 000 Despite Pre-Xmas; Lights 





newcomers in an almost total field | 
Chicago, Dec. 10. + of geo “Nocturne” at the 
be combo Hippodrome, looks top new 

Loop houses currently seem to Gro , ty S way, emen ine 
in a pre-Xmas slump, with hold- ; Sees Are Net entry. 
! é t Film gross estimates, as re- Estimates for This Week 

.vs taking drops and new pix no . cael er 
ove : oak ported herewith from the vari- Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 20-| Pre-Christmas lull hit Broadway, street, eighth round ended last 
oming up to usual opening weeK| 4... Key cities, ar ss ritt . tindaeerrcant® GHUAY taal o: " i i > $70,090 
ehgiae- at Oriental. is off y cities, are net,-1.¢., with- 60) — “Undercurrent” (M-G) (2d| picture theatres with terrific impact | ‘Tues.) night, slumping to $70,090, 
biz. “Margie. - Ath "ee tun out the 20% tax. Distributors wk). Holding well enough at $13,000 | guring the past week, chopping oft | Mpel satisfactory for this time of 
$25.000 to ogee foake Dig | share on net take, when playing after fine $19,900 opener. | ¢90 00 ' pé “ Th oe | run; seventh was great $90,000 
pare in ) é ; : : . : pac Om 1LUS Ss : s 
= — Ba week is “Thrill | percentage, hence the estimated Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; on ar from tu . _ iving Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
. mil ‘ided by stage show figures are net income. } 20-70) “Nocturne” (RKO) plus| Week totals in several houses. In| Jers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Till Clouds 
ected Wh Tony Martin. which may The parenthetic admission | vaude headed by Freddie Bartholo- fact, the ending of the coal strike ee By” (M-G) and big annual 
at il «75.000 nov that the light prices, however, as indicated, in- mew. Okay $14,000. Last week, |and lifting of the brownout plus nristmas Stageshow, including The 
2 ' ‘lud " US. 3 . Lady Luck” (RKO) and vaude was | seal , aaah veliv-end aur | Nativity” pageant. Soaring to smasl 
ef~ - . Wise Fools,” at United | clude the U. S. amusement tax helped by holiday trade to good | — Oration of normal rall-oad serv- | $14) 900 opening week, being helped 

eg ooks “second best with an | <<alm woerccme SEENON $15,300 ice came as last-minute reprieve | by end of coal strike and lifting of 
xh 2 ed $25,000, okay. “Nocturne ‘ ° 9 Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20-/| that saved many spots from hitting brownout. Hall looks to get much of 
ls ¥ geplnngeheia Quentin Hall | 60) — “Two Years Before Mast”| the skids further. The usual pre- snore tolso ‘cas Col ra 
eal - (Par) (3d wk). Starts third round | eee mene ies tam. | ak ee ee a 
Estimates for This Week . today (Tues.) after fast $12,000 sec- i — piesa ge one yeti a $1 oF mga — Ps K). held to nice 

ss 3aK) (1.200: 95) — “Big | ond and smash $24,600 initialer. | tinue but there’s no doubt that the | $ — —_ helped by Thanks- 

( g * ’ ) res , 4 : ay 

See ww) (8th wk). Off this i Maytair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)—“Al- | ¢limination of tne brownout alread agi longo. bi nah 
ee cak ts $12,000, Last week, fairly Ine HH] | ways Love You” (Rep) (8th wk). | is aaieins. . ae da Republic (Brandt) (1,064; 75-$1.20) 
wrod $14,000. ——— Reaching out for a record here. Fine | Contrary, “Till Clouds Roll By.” | wk). Looks to hit $6,000, okay: 10th 
oot r oo » seve ary, JUGS Tre : KK). LOOKS 96,0 cay th 
~ o (B&K) (3,900; 65-95) — | 200 after big $6,000 for seventh tse ad. Chetebuens aa r “ “age = Prager 
omen aa Brazil” (Col) with Tony | Boston, Dec. 10. week. Jor -oagnesencdl: Raper a. a “ a — = Ends long run here on 

“tin heading stage. Eight days | Not too severe let-down here this New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60) — pote ee Pg? eg mgye = ol - 
ye ld bring smé ish $75,000, or bet- | session aiter the gigantic Thanksgiv- | “Wake Up, Dream” (20th). Steady dominating the N. Y. scen cul Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)—“So 
a = + week, “Nobody Lives For-| ing week biz. Holdovers in key | $11,000. Last week, “Margie” (20th) tom ~ oa Pate — — "7 “it Dark the Night” (Col). Fairly nice 
“re CWB) with Lena Horne in | spots the rule but product socky and | (4th wk), fine $9,000. Poe on I get a rousin’ $i4t- | $7.500. In ahead. second week of 
tt B eat $60,000 for 6 days. | still drawing. New bills are “San Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-74)—"De- z wd peg ve ha Bis be = ; Dick _ Tracy Vs Cueb ll” (RKO). 
Civic (Wildberg-Curtis) (900; $1.10- | Quentin” plus stage show at RKO, | ception” (WB) (2d wk). Maintaining | ow is in for Christmas and Nev Pte ye S ; 
ane nary VW" (UA) (19th wk). | which is sturdy, and “Never Say a net t $11,000 fter | $18.200 | show IS 1n 10 nristmas ane N¢ Rivoli (UA-Par) | 092: 60-- 1.25)—. 
$2.20) Henry . 1s a” , 4 | S0oc pace a , aster DI oi | Year’s, and longei Darling ’ ” Ont) 94 
“lidino to around $7,000. Last week, | Goodbye,” day-date at Paramount opener | ‘“ ; . ” arling Clementine (20th) (2d 
Sent "$8,500 ne and Fenway, looks nice. | ava na an ae fi os x al vated wee to 
about 36. , = Os) | paratively well in its first week at | yesterday (Tues.). First eek hit 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-99) | Estimates for This Week the Rivoli with iy $42,000 till :; 54s ; gg i ote. ~ 
; ne Clementine” (20th) (7th e e Rivoli with sturdy $42, in Til | sturdy $42,000. In ahead. ““wo Years 
“i Si i "$10,000 Last week. Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— ¢ ? albeit feeling the seasonal trend.| Before Mast" (Par), dipped to 
wk) oma bl dad lt “San Quentin” (RKO) plus Frances i ers mas Downbeat also is being felt by | $25.000 in 10th week. . 
$12,000 (RKO) (1,500; 65-95) Langford, Jon Hall, others on stage. “Brennan Girl,” whieh will get a Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) — 
rae \RKO) (2a wk). Strong | Area 4 of exploitation helping boost ee, toe in its first ye at the | “Razor’s Edge” (20th) and stage bill 
Ky eh ot week. |, | this to a neat $32,000. Last week . small Gotham. “Gallant Bess,” with | headed by Rosario & onio 

3 vr. Ls sek. high | 2M sl an aioe eee © Aa 
yee or over. Last weet Ne" | “Palcon’s Adventure” (RKO) plus vaude headed by Bert Wheeler. is | wk). Third rte ag eds tay ng 
$2801 ; -~ g-, | Danny Kaye, Georgia Gibbs. others just okay at $21,000 at State. “Mag- | nig} * pyar “Pepe ve 

“err ? 0; 65-95) : ‘ jus > if- | night felt pre-Xmas dip | -on- 

Oriental “an Pg Ring | on stage, mammoth $67,000. 3 ? nificent Doll” is not exactly magnifi- | tinues in bie cote a seem $124,000 
G —" T “as stage (Qnd wk) & Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80 )— | Philadelphia, Dec. 10 cent with $28,000 at the Criterion. | with comprehensive ad-publicity 
Gartei — Pe PA weelt's sansa | Neve _ Say Goodbye (WB) and Lifting of the dimout te giving a where it opened on Saturday (7). campaign still paying off well at 
Big ay a | = Rea at |**High School Hero” (Mono). Nice healthy hypo to Philly biz this week “Song of South.” which just | t*+ boxoffice. Second week climbed 
tional pe + last week's terrific } $11,000. _ Last week, “Nobody Lives Up in the heavy chips are “The Kill- missed a new high in first week at|to colossal $165,200, beating first 
$50,000 afte as s | Forevei (WB) and “Affairs Ger- *” -trbgaeste per “1:,. | the Palace, too, is reflecting the de- | week’s super 34.7 
$72 000 aldine” (Re ers” and holdover of “Blue Skies.” | “).. Peo Oe tee * per mark of $164,701. 

” Pali (RKO) (2,500; °65-95) —| U@ine” (Rep), $10.00. Andrews Sisters will push “Wife | Clining boxoffice tendency with $36.- | — State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“] - t uch” (RKO) ‘and = “Dick | «. og Cindie) (1,500; 40-80 )— Wanted” to strong Earle week 000, fine. for second session as | “Gallant Bess” (M-G) (ist run) and 
Tracey” (RKO). Thin $16,000. Last Now sone jee ll (Par) and “Rain- Estimates for This Week | against $51.000 for opener. Para- vaude headed by Bert Wheeler and 
week. “Magnificent Doll” (U) and | teas (Par) Nea eed a Aldine (W!) (1.303: 50-94) —| —- W ro ae agg plus | “Think-a-Drink" Hoffman. Passably 

, ” “hg ” sat $20.- zast week, “Bluebeard's | «cg, * (ITA, 9 je) | Stagesnow header by Stan enton | satisfactory $21,000 is likel was 

“Slightly Sc andalous (U) neat ' | Eighth Wife” (Par) and “Ruggles Strange -Woman (U A) (2d wk). | band, finished eighth week at $70,000 | week. “Kil ” “" Pe — L - 
scond week os Big $16,500 Opener was great | » “Killers” (U) (2d run) (2d 
OeO for sec B&K) (1.500; 65-95 )— | Red Gap” (Par) (reissues), $5,000] go¢o99 , “| as compared with $90,000 for} wk), plus Ralph Slater. Murtah Sis- 
ieteek oak Da er” (WB) ‘(4th wh ia ren 9 " Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 50-94) | Thanksgiving week stanza. “Best | ters, big $29,000 
1Oan ali BS wares Memorial <O) (2,990: -80 )— ; on Ae Nie PE ives” is ape 2 eee en eg 
Modest $17,000. Last week, tidy “Dark “Mi Be tA tO ne “Holiday in _ Mexico (M-G) | (2d | caleueaie alt with atpuneh $85,000 | oerand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
$19,000 a : ‘ Reno” (RKO) (2d wk). Potent $28,- run). Fine $7,000. Last week, “De- in sight for current ree at the Never Say Goodbye’ (WB), with 

State-Lake (B&K) ~ gane Regal gt 000 after $31.000 for first ~* | ception” (WB), good $6,500, second | 4 cto; é “Ray McKinley orch, Lorraine Rog- 
“Deception” (WB) (th wk). Light Met itan (M-P) (4387 i run, eS ee ie ae ., | nan, Miguelito Valdes on stage (3d- 
$17.000. Last week, $21,000 ee _ ‘Blue’ Skies” Par) ch et Boyd (WB) (2.350; 50-94)—“Bach- Pg be Rocie gy A bs final wk). Still slipping with mild 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700 65- Mighty $40.000 after tremendous | C!Or s Daughters” (UA). Modest mild is far off Seon ite second - on °y $30.000 in prospect for blowoff: sec- 
95) ‘Three Wise Fools” (M-G). | g59 999 opene ~ | $17,000. Last week, “No Leave”} .oc: ae aekk aoe - | ond plunged to $34,000. considerably 

52,000 openet smashing week, with $124.000 in . 

Sweet $25,000 Last week. “No Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 40-80) | (M-G), pale $15,500 for second canto. | »)..70.,, for bea : tease _| below hopes. “Verdict” (WB), Vin- 
eave’ (M-G) (Sth wk), $19,000 omen pet Ry ed (WB) (2.760: 60-99) —“Wife | Prospect, for third round at the} cent Lopez orch. Janis Paig 

Pg lies 11200 65-9 Strange Woman” (UA) and “Secret | w a gn if€ | Roxy. Capitol’s layout of “Under- pez orch, Janis Paige on 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 69-99) Whistler” (Col) begins today (Tues. ) anted” (Mono) with stage show current” tgs eins gs stage. open next Friday (13) 

; 5 ‘ Ss a’ st Miata ~ ibe : plus Frankie Carle band. rs : ne wn en 6 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (7th wk). OM tol) a Week “Undercurrent” (M-G). | beaded by Andrews Sisters, bright Slate Bros na . * ae Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
: . $18,000. |. dpsnaes AM-G), * mate | “Eee fe ate Bros.. others. on stage, is down tte : ine Winedae” ‘ 
okay $14,000. Last week, Prat ps days of ae vom. Bia $15.- thes) wile Clouds Mant; Mina. & to $74,000 for second stanza against ce yr Pg Pe ad Rig 
— : opener was potent $30, , z * | $98.500 on initial week. , a — 3 Por hap 
| Paramount (M-P) (1.700: 40-80)— | S0-S0 $17.500. 0 | “ Strand brings in “The Verdict,” | * °.Vo,weens. Last week. “Kings 
16, 000, |“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) and Fox (20th) (2.250; 50-94)—"“Wake | with stageshow headed by Vincent | Row’ (WB) (reissue) (2d wk), mild 
| “High School Hero” (Mono), Stout Up, Dream” (20th). | Fair $17,000.) Tonez band rext Friday (13) after $13.000 in 6 days after trim $18.000 
| $18.000. Last week. “Nobody Lives Last week, “Margie” (20th) (4th| three mildish weeks with “Never | °Pener. ‘ . ‘: 2 
est ew ic in Pp S., | Forever” (WB) and “Affairs of Ger- | WK). bangup $25,000. Say Goodbye” and stage layout | Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
; |aldine” (Rep). $16,000. Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) topped by Ray McKinley band ogee qe Gentleman” (U) 
D h T Md 7G State (Loew) (3.200: 40-80) —‘Dark Mirror” (U) (2d wk). Fine “Want ; . a a .. | oth wk). Fourth session ended last 
, 3.200: — ; ed for Murder” opens toda : ; 
aug ters rim at | “Strange Woman” (UA) and “Secret | $26,000. Opening ses! was WOW | (Wed) at the Victoria. ° yy | ‘Tues.) night, slipped to $18,000 
Minneapolis, Dec. 10.. Whistler” (Col) Begins today | $32,000. | after fairly good $24.000 third week. 
Holdover predominate this week, | (Tues.). Last week, “Undercurrent” Kariton (Goldman (1.000: 50-94) es Oey Ee ee | “Wicked Lady” (U) opens on 
( 0 S : + 4 % " itw . q . . 
a The. Dark Mirror” and “Bachelor's | (M-G). five days of second weck. | — Notorious Gentleman” (U) (3d a (City Inv.> On Ss. Dec. 21. 
Daughter” being the sole major new- | fast $8.000 after nice $17,000 in first wk). Dipping to mild $6,000. Second | — Gest Years of Lives” (RKO) (3 

“Mi looks hefty and| Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74) | week. okay $10,000. | wk). Maintaining nice pace with e 
comers. irror” looks an" Benpeantinn®  ¢ “TT. Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94) | around $53,000 in prospect this, 4 
likely holdover at the Orpheum. It’s Accomplice PRC) and | “Un . i > sock $62 econd.| VOal OITIKE $ ps 
the second ek for the record-|knovn Guest" (Indie) (reissue). | — Two Years Before Mast” (Par) | session after sock $62.000 for second. | 

re secon we Standard $5.00 . . 00 Ties (2d run). Neat $9,000. Last week, Film's length remains a headache > . 
breaking “Two Years Before the | Standard $5000. Last week, “Jesse | |<! 7 al x , 

Mast” vad for “Undercurrent” and | James” (20th) and “Frank James” “Canyon Passage” (U), $4,500 second = rece 8 with only six daily | vi €, eception a 

st” and- (0th) (re en). ~ | run. shows possible. | 
“Nocturne.” Despite adve = pre- | aptaseeat 94.508. Mastbaum (WB) (4. 4: 50-94) —-| Capitol (Loew's) (4.820; 70-$1.50)- 06 ‘ ’ Oni 126 
Christmas and weather influe aaae | “The Killers” (U). Smash $43,000. | “Undercurrent” (M-G) plus Frankie , er y 
ane ess has been doing surprisingly Savitt Rand Reoan IIn Last week. “Never Say Goodbye” ie a a ge oe eT Louisville, Dec. 10 
bat , (WB). so-so $25,000 in 10 days. | ‘<a WK). eeling pre-Xmas_ lull | ial : e, Sec. 3. 

Estimates for This ae * lie | ‘ ? ° Stanley (WB) (-.950: 50-94) and dipping to around $74,000 as Pee yO Sit end’ pecnd 
Knows Best” (Col) og le Man” Nocturne 216 Frisco “Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Husky’! mor $98.500 for opening | trade Getecdar “night After that 
nows Bes (\ot) an tel | ° | $37,500. Opening sesh bangup $52,000. | wee ontinues. | do io 
week, “Dressed 40, Hall” «U) and | San Francisco, Dec. 10, | | Stanton (WB) (1475: 30-94) | _ Cite Doll” (Un Teed oft tivity. “Deception” is. getting. soli 
week, resse re) i ig “6 ‘dict’ (WB) (2d wk) (11 days). — ° o . e on | aa ? 
“Gas House Kids” (PRC) split with | Biz is on downgrade currently th rth 500 ain week was big | here last Saturday (7) and is not do- | play at the Mary Anderson. 

“Condemned to Devil’s Island” (FC) | with holdovers in most spots cutting | ¢99900. ing so well at $28,000 or under. Last | Mand ems Sa Se oe. 
a wee) aoe “Blonde for A Day’ | into the overall total take. “Noc- week, “Tine of Bagged ct eae og nere the pac~ is on the slow 

z ). 95 in ays. _— = en : ‘ . ays a ’ ) * I : " oe . 

Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70) — turne is okay for second week at ‘ ’ | Glebe (Brandt) (1.500: 70-$1.20)— Estimates for This Week 
“Bachelor's Daughters” (UA). Trim | Golden Gate with new stageshow KRUPA B00 E “The Chase” (UA) (4th wk). Okav Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’'s) (1.000; 
$7,000 indicated. Last week, “Rage | —e by Jan Savitt band and Paul | $14.000 after neat $17.500 for thing, | ee tan ee oe (m.0o.). _e 
hl icated. st ’ an. | “TEs 1 ife” js | $6,500. Last week, “Two Years Be- 
in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue), $8,000.) san : T0 $18,000 INDPLS | “Its a Wonderful Life” (RKO) is | ?°%-? mi ’ 

, « , . . fore Mast” (Par) (m.o.) (3d down- 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Bed- | Estimates for This Week 4 ’ ” | eee ORee Bete an ae, = 
hae: . A acs ast | : ; " Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)— | town wk) neat $5,000. 
$3.( : SOuty » HSM!) nocturne” (RKO) (2d wk) plus| Film biz has slackened here this | ° open on Broadway. and looks |— Gallant Bess” (M-G and “Clau- 
3.000 stageshow headed , Savitt | Stanza after the Thanksgiving spurt, . y. ; Si ai : awia” 5 sans 

: " - | stageshow headed by Jan avitt | Stan: ; merely good $12.000 for first stanza | dia & David (20th). Middling 

Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70) —| oreh and Paul Regan. Okay $ Christmas shopping getting the play. | — S an ; “S| ga 5 , “Cany >. 
“gtranze Women” (UA) (34 wk). | OtCo ane raul Regan. Kay $21,000. | *< , a ed ‘ K ending next Friday (13) night. Holds. | $3,500. Last week, “Canyon Pas- 
ne oh pn j | ae week. with stageshow headed | Step By Step. with Gene lrupe | In ahead. “Man From Morocco” | sage” (U) and “OSS.” (Par) 
Okay $5,000. Last week, fast $6,000. by Ben Yost’s Vikings, Al Wallace | band on stage at the Circle, is the (india? Gh208 ter annem’ ane $3 600 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50-70) — | oreh, s °2 top grosser but only okay. “Cloak | oda I it yp Fong —— ” Mase y 
e a . orch, smooth ‘28,000 \ : Golden (767: $1.20-$2.40)—“Henry Mary Ander. 1 (People’s) (1 — 
Dark Mirror” (U). Plenty of praise | ¢ (FWC) (4.651: 55-95)—“BI and Dagger.” at the Indiana, leads | ,,.. y te <t." Atn se -60 >-—"“De an” i - 
for thi . Gr $16,000 or over | Aaja 3 C 4,651; 55-95 — ‘ Vv" (UA) (15th wk). Also feeling | 40-60)—"“Deception” (WB). Best of 

s one. Great $16,000 . “| Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Great $27,500. | the straight filmers seasonal decline. with $11.000 on tap "ew product in town. Strong $9,000 
aoet week, “Nocturne (RKO J good | Last week. husky $45,000. : Estimates for This Week =, for 14th week ended last Seturdae Last week, “Never Say Goodbye” 
Radio City (Par - 59-70) — |anWarfield (FWC) (2.656; 55-85) —| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2.800. 48-74) | (7) night: 13th frame was $12,000, (WB) (2d wk), okay $6.500 
“Tw Y om we? (4,000; : o oa “Never Say Goodbye” (WB) (2d wk). | — Step By Step” (RKO) with Gene | in, normal nace for weeks National (Standard) (2.400; 40-60) 

; vo Years Before Mast” (Par) (24 | Fair $14.500. Last week. $23,500. | Krupa orch. others, on stage. Okay Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 70-$1.10) “Dark Mirror” (U) and “Home on 
ca Still going strong at big $14,000, paramount (FWC) (2.646: 55-85) | $18,000. Last week, “The Stranger “Deception” (WB) (8th wk).| Range” (Rep) (2d wk). Mildish 
Alm. = in oe ag rio. | $125 pag ly AF Re id a average $11,500 at 40-60C | Shanes as nearly $13,000 this week , $7.000. Last week, nice $10,000 

> rst Week, nuge §,UUU. $12,500 in five days. Last week. mod- | scale after $16,000 for seventh stanza Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400 
ogee ee (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— est $22,500. Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 40-60) Stays on until Christmas dav wher 40-60 )—"The Stranger” (RKO) and 
$6 pares . (RKO) (n.0. ,. _ Pail State (FWC) (2.133: 55-85)—‘Bell “Cloak and Dayver” (WB). Fair | “piamoresque’ (WB) comes in. “Genius at Work” (RKO). Teed off 
diet” (WB) $a Last week, “Ver-| Tolls” (Par) and “Salty O'Rourke” | $14,000. Last week, “Three Little | palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.50)— ‘o sluggish start and light $12,000 

7 x ‘$8,000. war, | (Par) (reissues?. Thin $5,000 in five | Girls” (20th). hefty $16.000. “Song of South’ (RKO-Disnev) (3¢ | looks about all. Last week. “Mar- 
Pe a e (Par) (2,300: 50-70) — Un- | days Last week. “Deception” (WB) | Keith's (Indie) (}.300; 40-60) — wk) Second week concluded last | gie” (20th). powerful $19,000. 

Sood ant, (M-G) (24 wk). Looks | (34 wk) (m.o.). $8.500. “Man in Grey” (U). Slow $8,000. Last | (Tues. night hit solid $36,000 re-| State (Loew's) (3,300; —40-60»— 
as 9.000 after sock $15.000 first, Orpheum ‘Blumenfeld (2.448: 55- | week. “Thrill of Brazil” (Col). mod- | markably good after nearly hittins | “Undercurrent” (M-G) and “Betty 

U ’ " P a | 85)—"“Dark Mirror’ (UA) (4th wk). | est $9.000 ia new record opening week. Preem | Co-Ed” (Col) (2d wk). Moderate 
“Ty own (Par J (2.300: 50-70) _— | Okay $10.500. Last week. nice $13.- Loew's (Loew s) (2.450: 40-60) — on went to $51,000. great. but | $8,000 in 5days. Last week, “Under- 
cake a Little Girls (20th). First | 500 “Undercurrent” «(M-G?). Nice $11,000) missine new high for house by small | current” (M-G) and “Betty Co-Ed” 
mre aot ng ge thn ae er Ty United Artists (Blumenfeld) l1.- in second stanza after big $17.000 | margin ‘Cols, solid $22,000, 

: K. Oliday in exico (M-G). | 207: 55-85) “Angel On Shouider opene Paramount (Por) (3.664: 70-$1.50) Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 
Worl : ' (UA) (3d wk). Weak $8,200. Last Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1.600: 40-60) “Blue Skies” (Par) and Stan Ken- 40- 60)—"“Plainsman” (Par) and 
“Mi sty . i -* -Steffes) (350: 50-99 }— week, nice $12.000 “Three Little Girls” (20th) (m.o.).|ton orch. King Cole 3. Dean Murohy ‘Jungle Princess” (Par) (reissues). 
the irgie : 20th) (5th wk>. Still in Stagedoor (A: kerman) (200: $1 60- |; Neat $6.000. Last wu eek. . Plainsman” i Tane Bros. on stage (9th-final wk). | Stout $6,500. Last week. “White Tie 
aan poner at $2.500 after good $3.000 | —— by? A * (UA) gg wk? | (Par) and “Jungle Princess” (Par) | Final week starts i. (Wed.).| and Tails” (U) and “Wild Beauty” 
ast canto, ‘apacity $7.5 vast week. same | (reissues), extra good $10,000 Suffering a bit along with the whole’ (U), $4.500. 
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It’s Jimmy’s great new pic- 
ture...the show that tops 
all the fun of “It Happened 
One Night”; all the heart- 
warming joy of “Mr. Deeds 
Goes To Town’; all the 
happiness of “You Can't 
Take It With You” —Capra’s 
triple-slam Academy Award = 
triumphs! 
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~ LIONEL BARRYMORE - THOMAS MITCHELL - HENRY TRAVERS. 
ww BEULAH BOND! ~ WARD BOND - FRANK FAYLEN = GLORIA GRAHAME 
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feicen Play by Frances Goodrich, Albert Hackett and Frank Capra + Additional Scenes by Jo Swerling » From a story by Philip Van Doren Stern + Released by RKO RADIO PICTURES, Ine. 
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TO THE 


40,703,987 CIRCULATION 


Of Life — Look — Collier’s — Good Housekeeping — Saturday 
Evening Post—Seventeen—True Story—Woman’s Home 
Companion —Time —the Fan list and The American Weekly. 
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French Legit Picture Confused, With |) <worta markers 


Govt. Taxes, Politics Hampering 


i jan am is revue there earlier In 
Paris, Nov. 28. j; an ambitious revue there i j | 
moderate 


Paris legit presents a confusing |the year met WwW ith very 
ail i . i cemaiie | 7 Me tos 
tui ‘rench playwrights havent) success. — , 
pictore. Free ae Type of plays produced, besides 


. =% ] 
vet got back into their forme! stride | 


] | production, so far, includes | usual comedies, included, as was to 
1 local proati l 1, f : 


see’ ae rings likely to open a big | be expected, a number of plays ex- 
P ooo ge for French prod- | tolling the Underground, such as 
a . pe Incendia res” and Bal des Pom- 
™ 1 ; es iose of tne piel La i 1 «nit 12 
Fo!) = Be “ e revue or the Chat Claude Di I Bu enc ; ire 
let Che eu dl ages,’ a musical | how Ve@% of th meee last one 
tal the ce edia Fernandel, re to use it vdelng Jeat Paul oe 
pi ; 490 000 ‘ eek Other Vill Dead Without B i { € 
it : s do half that Antoine 

] ‘ ‘ er 40 of the Fre ‘ { are 
‘ wd ere < on admis- \ e of the eed - eve 
a é r the com- ( € witching ir } 
ner i] ( French producers | legit to picture Phat theatre own- 
eee ontend wit During the war, |ers fee this too is evidenced bs 
d : to the distaste of audiences fol veteral Max Maurey getting Marcel 
Ge : spired pictures, the stage Pagnol to adapt Mariu from 
i un ccedented. amount ol | secret oO ( 
tthe si see oak mot nding, which it ‘y ncial mut icipal theatres are | 
has partly retained despite reopen reorganizing and depend mostly on | 
a of French screen ) es In a number of spots, the 
yey | We { Sno 

But what surplus the wartime pro ‘ 3 : + 3 vee Brel eine 
ducers had accumulated during the nye 80 

e: was taken from them by) ped oe | wicca 


ihe government, which taxes them 
90°. of the profit made in excess Of | 
ithe average prewar years. Nor is 
the stage any more a free enter- 
prise: an official license has to be 


ito b Unique Mex Station— 

obtained to run a theatre, with botn 

he purge and 7 gone igo | No Sh OW $; Mucho 

ing the shi in the prewar setup ; 
Ads—Gets New Facelift 


In the more important houses, the 
owner is the real producer. Hence, 
having to play safe, and finding Mexico City, Dec. 5 
XEQK 
with the 


the competitie 


comparatively few auspicious-look- | 
ing scripts in the current crop, they 
resorted to staging revivals; "ere, ‘as 


Mexico's unique station, 


been facelifted 
have 


galore, plus an unusual proportion | placing of modern equipment for | 


of foreign adaptations. Among | more and 
these, best received veiw Of Baice |novelty is that it commands a big 
and Men” and “Arsenic and Old} = sil 
“Rebecca” was fair “Blithe | audience without giving any 

and “All Rights Reserved” | grams It 
are current. “Winterset” fizzled out. 
O'Neill's “Electra” is likely to be 
done. That plays in English can get 
an audience was evidenced by the 
advance sellout of the Champs 
Elysees theatre for “King Lear.” 


better service. 


es To- 
Lace _— 


Spirit” reports the correct time, 
provided by the National 
Observatory here, 
ute, 24 hours daily. 
But, in order to catch the time, 
audience must hear a flock of ads, 
a few seconds each, spieled by an- 
Revivals Score nouncers who talk continuously for 

As for revivals of French plays, be-| three hours each. Advertisers like 
sides the sensational success of Ed-|the station. Those tuning in can’t 
Rostand’s classic “Aiglon” at 


Astronic 
minute by min- 


mond miss catching the ads. And many 
the Chatelet, and the lush returns] thousands here and elsewhere in 
Robert Ancelin’s Porte Saint Martin | Mexico make a practice of tuning 


drew from such old standbys as|in frequently. Now that Mexico's 

“Controleur des Wagons Lits,” | two phone companies have quit giv- 

“Chausseur de chez Maxim's” and|ing the time, XEQK has become 

“Embrassez-moi,” Jean Louis Bar-| more popuiar. It’s claimed there are 

rault of the Comedie Francaise took | too many phoned requests to the 

over the Marigny and, rather than | Observatory for correct time for it 

produce new plays, opened with | to be efficient. 

“Hamlet” followed by Marivaux’ 

“Fausses Confidences,” scoring heav- em i 

ily against the Francaise at its own British Film Briefs 

London, Nov. 29. 

Paddy Carstairs’ “South East 


repertory gabe. 
Henri Bernstein reopened his Am- 
Five,” which he is directing for Al- 
liance Films, to be distributed by 


bassadors theatre with a revival of 

his own “Secret” with good results, 

Bernhardt. Henri Varna’s revival| Paramount, is being made in four 
of “No, No, Nanette” got him O.K. | film studios due to space shortage 
Season's run, going from the Bouffes 

ito the Saint Georges. 

production of the late Jean Girau- | Egg and I,” Betty McDonald's best 
doux’ “Folle de Caillot” starring | seller which has been bought for 


and Armand Salacrou’s “Terre est 

returns at the Mogador. Roger Fer- | Daphne Slater, 18-year-old film 
Best received of the new season's | and 

Dame Marguerite Moreno, Though | films by Universal, will be published 

















Ronde” was revived at the Sarah 
dinand’s “J-3" continued its last | 

| termer by Herbert Wilcox, has been 
offerings has been Louis Jouvet’s| Avon Festival next year 


“The 


Jouvet plays only a minor part, his| in England, Dec. 20 Although | makes now in work. Of these 11 are | 
production and direction make him! committed to J. Arthur Rank for being turned out in Swedish studios, 


responsible for the success 


of the | series of picture deals, Brian Des- 
play, 


The Yvonne Printemps pro-| mond Hurst will direct “West End 
duction of Marcel Achard’s “Aupres |Central” for Alexander Korda, with 
de ma Blonde” starring herself and | shooting to start middle December. 
Jacques Fresnay clicked. Rights} “Fame Is The Spur,” produced 
were bought by Alexander Korda.| and directed by Boulting Bros. for 
Another money-maker was Jean | Rank release, is six weeks overdue. 
Cocteau’s “Parents Terribles,” His | although brothers boast that. their 
“Double-Headed Eagle’ was done| pix are always made on time 
abroad before its Paris production, | Peter Hammond given longtermer 
Same applies to Steve Passeur’s “Vin | by Rank with first pic to be Sydney 
du Souvenir.” Box’s “Holiday Camp.” | 
Revues Hold Up Pressburger’s first 
The only big musical comedy was 
“Chasseurs d'Images” 


. Powell- 
filmusical, titled 
“Sign of the Times,” will star Jack 
at the Chate- | Buchanan, with K’ Hunter and 
Jet, which is likely to revert to | Bonar Colleano featured .. . British 
Maurice Lehman, of the 


\ Grand | Paramount Prod. appointed Ken- 
Opera. The government theatpes | neth Carten to scout for film 
are now under Director General | talent ... Irene Howard. casting di- 
Hirsch. Andre Obey is running the | rector for 


Two-Cities Films, has 


Francaise combo. 
old Left Bank Odeon as a second | ty, with Maude Spencer, her TCF 
stage renamed Salle du Luxem- | assistant, taking over at latter place. 


bourg. The usual big revues were! Arthur Dent, associate founder of 
produced by Paul Derval at the! Assoc. British Picture Corp. with 
Folies Bergere with a Chinese! late John Maxwell, who left com- 


Sequence remindful of the old | pany on death of Maxwell, and re- 
glamor, and by Henri Varna at the| cently retired after five years as 
Casino de Paris. Both are cred-| Sam Goldwyn’s London rep, sailing 
itable. considering current difficul- | for N. Y.... Sydney Box announces 
ties, but feel the lack of interna-|that he will make a film based on 


tional acts and of new revue stars. | life of Madame Melba. with no stars | 


The Pigalle is now under Douking’s | yet selected 


Pjc will be made for 
Management. 


An attempt to stage Gainsborough Films. 


Station's | 


star, who has been signed on long- | 


released by him to appear in “Romeo 
Juliet” at annual Stratford-on- 


which includes the | switched to Metro in similar capaci- , 





Clamor for Good 
Goods” 


observes 





Norman B. Rydge | 
(Chairman of Greater Union The- 
atres of Australia) 

- * * 


on editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Vuamber 


{mniversary 


of 


VARIETY 


INTER-UNION RULING 
MAY CRIMP MEX PROD. 


Mexico City, Dec. 5. 

Snagging of Mexican pic produc- 
tion, with probable hampering of | 
U. S.-backed films in the making in 
Mexico, is seen in the win by the 
National Cinematographic  Indus- 
try Workers Union (STIC) in first 
district court here of upset- 
the ruling rendered last fall by 


Manuel Avil: Ca- 














order 


ex-President 
macho 

| Camacho, arbiter of the row be- 
STIC and the Picture Pro- 
duction Workers Union, had sided 
vith latter over labor supply rights 
ruling that STIC shall have 
that right for only, while | 
Production provide help for 
tures. Court now rules that 
may freely provide help for 
tures, as well as shorts. 

| Production, composed 

| players, is miffed at the ruling and 
| will renew war on STIC, its parent 
| organization, by an appeal to the 
Supreme Court 


‘Begar, Touted Swedish 
Pix, Sloughed by Crix 


| Stockholm, Dec. 2. 

Swedish film “Begar” (“Desire”), 
which was sold to the U. S. before 
its release here, drew a bad press 
| when preemed here several weeks 
|ago. Film critics concurred that the 
picture was a poor example of Swed- 
ish film production. 

Pic stars Edvin Adolphson and 
Gunn Wallgren. In addition to the 
U. S. “Begar” has also been acquired 
by interests in other Scandinavian 
countries as well as France, Switzer- 
land and Belgium. 


Paris Mulling World’s 
Fair as Tourist Hypo 


Paris, Nov. 28. 
Intending to revive Paris former 
lamor and hope tourist trade, the 
rench government is scheduling an 
International World’s Fair here as 
soon as it can be arranged. This 
| would have to be in 1949 or 1953. 
| No date is possible in between, be- 
| cause the 1951 date has been booked 
| by England, and International 
| World's Fair regulations provide for 
|}an interval of two years between 
| successive fairs. 


i; tween 


for pix 


shorts 


STIC 
fea- 


| 
} 


| 
| 

















13 Swedish Pix in Work 


Stockholm, Nov. 19. 
production has swung 
gear, with 13 Swedish- 


‘Swedish 
into high 


one is being made at a Danish plant, 
one in France and the other in Fin- 
| land. 

“Miss Julie,” adapted by the 
|Swedish author, August Strindberg, 
‘likely will be filmed by Estudios 
|'San Miguel in Argentina. 
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PRATER HEAD GETS 15 YEARS 
Vienna, Nov.:25. 

Franz Kurzbauer. who Aryanized 

the Prater, Vienna's 

ment center, after the “Anschluss” 

in 1938, has been sentenced to 15 

months in prison. 

| He was the Nazi Prater amusement 


director throughout the years 1938- 
1945. 


Winnipeg’s Watson to Aussie 
Winnipeg, Dec. 10. 

Helen Watson, regional supervisor 
for the National Film Board in Win- 
‘nipeg the past year, has been ap- 
pointed the board's rep in Australia. 
Working out of Sydney, she'll travel 
}extensively throughout Australia 
and New Zealand on the board's 
behalf. 
She'll also serve as rep i 4 
| § SO ; ‘ p in Sydney 
}of the Canadian Information serv- 
_ice. David Woodsworth replaces her 
i here. 


| First 


|Concerto and 
Suite. 


largely of | 


famed amuse- | 


Argentine Film Prod. Into High Gear 
After Union Row; New Bldg. Plans 








} - . 


Palestine Talent Shines 
Despite Political Setup 


Jerusalem Nov 28 
Suecess of Palestine musical talent 
road has caused much satisfac 
tion here especially proof of 
country artistic progre aespite 
wartime and postwar difficulti 


Gold medal won by Yahli Wagman 
at International Mu 


Geneva |} latest 


young pianist 
Compet tion atl 
achievement, Erich Gruenbe1 


violinist, was one of five finalists fo 


the Flesch Medal at Guildhall, Lon- 
|don, recently Max Pressler took 
first prize in recent Debussy com- 
petition in San Francisco 

Pianists Phina Salzmann, Ella 


|Goldstein and Sigi Weissenberg are 


back from triumphant tours in South 
Africa and Australia 

Also of note is a whole program ot 
Palestinian music recently pel 


iformed at the Salle Pleyel in Pa 
by conductor Charles 


Munch Pro 
included Paul Ben Chaim 
Symphony, Max Brod’s Two 
Rustic Dances, Marc Lavry’s Piano 
Boskowitz’s Semitic 


gram 


‘eo- | Kreuder Platters Huge 


| Vienna Click; Pianist 
Plans U.S. Tour in 1947 


Vienna, Nov. 27. 
First postwar by Peter 
Kreuder, one of Europe's top record 


platters 
music stores 
and sold out within hours. Total of 
100,000 each of five disks 
shipped in from Switzerland. 


sellers, have reached 


were 
Mast- 
ers were cut in newly rigged Elite- 
Austrophone studios in basement of 
Konzerthaus, then shipped to Zurich 
for pressing. 

Kreuder, who sold over two mil- 
lion of groovings of Lehar and 
Stolz selection before the war, hopes 
to do as well with first recordings of 
American and Jewish composers 
banned during entire Nazi era. First 
releases include “Trolley Song,” 
“Melancholy Baby,” “Over the Rain- 
Bow,” “Whispering.” and full sides 
of Cole Porter, Gershwin and Irving 
Berlin. 

Pianist-composer is cutting more 
disks with well-known singers, scor- 
ing a film, “Singing House,” at Ro- 
senhuegel (Russian) studios, and 
will put on some additional concerts 
here and in Switzerland before pro- 
jected departure for the states in 
March, 1947, 











Down Mexico Way 











Mexico City, Dec. 5. 

| Gustave Mohome, ex-Fox mgr. in 
Mexico now distributor of Mexican 
pix in the U. S. and the Philippines, 
shopping for films ... Maria Teresa 
Esquella, Chilean actress, playing 
opposite Armando Calvo, leading 
| Spanish actor, in “The Yoke.” now 
in production Fortunio Bona- 
nova inked as exclusive player by 
| Panamerican Films ... Amanda Le- 
|desa, pix actress, on personal ap- 
pearance jaunt of Central and South 
| America, to occupy a year. When 
| she returns to Mexico she'll produce 
|} a stage musical comedy. 

| John Ford in Acapulco stage-set- 
ting “The Power and the Glory” 
. . « Ciro’s, Acapulco, opens Xmas 
|Day under the baton of Teddy 
Stauffer Tito Guizar, now in 
the U.S., 
that starts Feb. 15 
musicians plan to build a church 
| here of their own, dedicated to St. 


| Cecelia, patron of Mexican tune- 
|Sters .. . Senate considering pix 
| producers plan for the establish- 


j ment of a government-backed bank 
|to adequately finance and control 
their biz ... Pic Production Work- 
| ers Union made a documentary 
;short of inauguration of Pres. 
| Miguel Aleman ... Andres Falges, 
tango singer, back from a vacation 
}in his native Argentina fo: pic- 
stage-radio work. 
Cine Iris, originally the name the- 
,atre of Esperanza Iris, vet operetta 
warbler, and a frontline cinema for 
13 years, now controlled by Leon 
| Gurdus, Film Trust exec, under a 
lease. New policy is Mexican and 
| European pix only. 


inked by Filmex for a pic | 
Mexican | 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 1} 
After slow motion work in Argen- 
tina’s studios for some 15 davs. stu- 
| dio personnel represented by the 
AGICA union came to a settlement 
with the major studios, which grant- 
ed the greater part of their demands 

and work is normal 
Some observers read 


once more 


prosverity in the loca 


dustry from the announce 


t ) 


an construction belns ade by 
a number of production unit EFA 

the latest of these as 

ed a lot in the 
{io buildings will be erecte 

Oeste Films, nev prod 

nit which operates in the district 
of Chivileoy, has overcome ome 
snags encountered through shortage 
of equipment, and work on “Shad- 
ows of the Past,” its first productior 
is being speeded up. 

Argentina Sono Film is a ¢ g 
for the purchase of Pampa Fil 
studios. Dicker is hanging fire until 
after the annual general meeting of 
Pampa shareholders and election of 
the new board 

AAA has announced the names of 


five pix to be released in 1947, one 
of which is already in the cai This 

a much bigger 
ule than is usual for the Associated 
Artists. 

An Italian company, Luxmar, is 
mulling possibility of making 
nicolor pix in Argentina, and offered 
Zully Moreno a contrac. for one pic 
at $17,500. Star had to nix 
because of her contract with Argen- 
tina Sono Film. 

San Miguel Studios held their first 
convention, attended by distributors 
|from all Latin-American 
}and announced a big 
| 1947, including a musical starring Lib- 
lertad Lamarque, currently in Menti- 
ico. Plans call for 18 or 20 pix to be 
| produced next year, starring Mecha 
| Ortiz, Hugo del Carrio, Aida Alberti 
| and Delia Garces. Directors lined 
|up are Soffici, Arancibia, Momplet, 
iLuis Mottura, Manuel Romero, Luis 
|Saslavsky and Alberto de Zavalia., 
|The studio plans to lease the two 
| new sets it now has under consiruc- 
| tion. 


productio! ched- 


rech- 


offer 


countries 


blueprint fo1 





Mexico Looks All Set For 
‘Outlaw’ on Hypo by UA 


“The Outlaw” (UA) was preemed 
in Mexico at swank Cine Chapul- 
tepec here by hypoed exploitation 
engineered by Osmar Bromberg, UA 
manager. Gross, more than $100,- 
000 (Mex) in the first week, was just 
double expectations. Run was 
|limited to two weeks by contract, 
| but pie has started to go places on 
the Chapultepec’s chain. 

Bromberg exploited “Outlaw” en- 
tirely on the s.a. of Jane Russell, 
opening fire with a myriad of bill- 
board strips of her name only in six- 
inch letters, followed up near preem 
time with grand size lettering of her 
name, coupled with “The Outlaw,” 
preem date and house. Along with 
this, neatly timed was a’ billboard 
lithograph all over town of La Rus- 
sell, more sexily posed than in the 
U. S. 

Stills of La Russ ‘] and simple ads 
of the pic and house filled downtown 
store windows. There was profuse 
newspaper and mag advertising, plus 
the running by leading dailies and 
mags of a serial on producer Howard 





Hughes. Serial was run gratis. Ex- 
ceptional radio plugs were used. 
Bromberg introduced airplane 


dodger distribution of pic publicity 
for the first time in Mexico, aiming 
largely at overflow Sunday crowds 
)at the bullfight arena, the races and 


| base- and football parks. 








| RKO SIGNS BREMERHOLM 
Phil Reisman, RKO’s veepee_ in 
charge of foreign distribution. has 
appointed Aage Bremerholm man- 
ager of the company’s newly formed 
office in Denmark. 

Bremerholm, who has been man- 
aging director for Gloria Films, for- 
mer distributor for RKO in Den- 
mark, will headquarter in Copen- 
hagen. 





Basserman Honored 
Vienna, Dec. 2. 
Albert Basserman, appearing here 
j}at the VolKstheatre, was made an 
honorary citizen of Vienna. 
Basserman and his wife Elsa, who 
| lived in exile for eight years, will 
| return to America at the end of 
i this year, 
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British Films Withdrawn From Pix 
Houses in Egypt After Bomb Threat 


Cairo, Nov. 
British pictures are no ae bee 
ing shown in Egyptian theatres, 


decision not to exhibit them having 
been in effect for several weeks but 
admitted as a set policy. 


now 


just 


Pix are off screens voluntarily due 


mobs to bomb 


Threat stems 


to threats. of any 


them. 


showing 


political situation and is 


house 
from the 


offshoot of rivalry existing between 


Arabs 
It's the first real instance where 
political activity has crippled an en- 
tire the motion picture 
industry in a whole country. Be- 
this anti-British campaign 
outlook for English pic- 
the Middle East currently 
This is in direct contrast 
business being 
Britain’s screen 


and Jews in Palestine. 


section of 


cause ol 
in Egypt. 
tures 10 
is dismal. 
to the satisfactory 
done by Great 

product elsewhere, 


Peculiar factor in this self-imposed 
ban on showing British-mades in 
Evypt is that Palestine, from which 


is showing British 
any restrictions 


the boycott stems, 
without 
biz. 


pictul es 
and doing okay 





| 





Weds Query Budapest 
Editors on Russ Films 


Budapest, Nov. 27, an editorial feature 
Local Soviet pix distribution execs of the forthcoming 
have queried Budapest editors and 
crities for a frank criticism of Russ|| 41st Anniversary Number 
pix and comment on why they | 
haven't gone well, particularly of 


against few Hollywood titles 
new available here the 
Those brave enough to 


since war 


/in print on the queries berated the 


Kremilinites for the heavy propa- 
ganda load they always lay aton 
e|] what entertainment their releases 
may contain. Local Sovexportfilm 
offices have increasingly large staff 
and plan big drive to increase 


ROME COPS NAB FORGER 


ON 3 U. S. PLAY RIGHTS 


Rome, Dec. 1 

tome police authorities have un- 
earthed’ a neat case of forgery pei 
taining to the theatre. A certain 
Lanzetta who claimed to be the 
Italian representative of the Drama- 
tists Play Service, had sold rights of 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” “Life 
With Father” and “Glass Menagerie” 


| theatre here by 
| dam 


| here 


to a well-known Italian actor, Paolo 
Stoppa, on the strength of a con- 
tract which he had forged. 

He had alveady cashed in several 
hundred thousand lire advances for | 
the sale of such rights before the 
police authorities were warned of | 
his scheme by Fabio Cohen, repre- 
seniative in this country for the 


American Society of Authors’ Rep- 


resentatives 
his crime and will be tried for fraud 


Lanzetta has confessed | 


He forged the signatures of John | 
Van Druten, Monica McCall, Bar- 
rett Clark and others, 

All Italian newspapers gave the 


yarn big coverage. 
Italians to Do 2 U. S. Hits 


Two important American produc- 
tions adapted for the Italian theatie 
will soon open in Rome and Milan. 
respectively. “Glass Menagerie,” by 
Tennessee Williams, will be pre- 
senied at Rome’s Teatro Eliseo Dec. 
10. A. Segre translated the original. 


The Morelli-Etoppa company will 
produce. 
Elsa Shelley's “Pick-Up Girl” will 


be presented at the Nuovo theatre in 
Milan Dec. 16. The producing com- 
pany is Adani-Ruggeri. Luciani and 
Rosada made the translation. 

The coyprights for both plays 
were sold for Italy by Fabio Cohen, 
of the American Society of Authors’ 
Representatives. 


Club des Cing Owners 








| 


| 


| jo” (“Shadow 


Take Over Ambassadeurs 


Paris, Dec. 6 
Operators of “Club des Cinq.” a 
Rroup of five war veterans headed 


by Maurice Blainis and Jean Lecolle, | 


will try their 
Ambassadeurs, which Clifford L. 
Fischer closed in November. They 
are getting the place from him on a 
straight rental, with option to buy. 
They plan opening Dec. 20; with 
a dinner, dance and entertainers 
policy; switching Edith Piaf and the 
nine Companions de la Chanson cur- 
rently at their Club des Cing. They 
expect restrictions to ease up suf- 
ficiently to permit them to 
enough electricity to keep the place 
heated at night time. 

Piaf and the nine Companions 
ave been booked by Fischer for 


America and are sailing in Febru- | 


ary. While in Paris and for William 
Morr is account, Fischer 
Lucienne Boyer for four 


hand at running Les | 


use } 


Russki celluloid popularity in 
gary. 


Bleak Picture Seen On 
Dutch House Expansion; 


Hun- 





Film Production Slow’ 


Amsterdam, Novy. 26. 


There is small hope for theatre 
expansion in Holland for some time 
to come because even. renovations | 


are limited. Only new theatre 
change was opening of the Kriterion 
students of Amster- 
Univ. Celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of Tuschinski theatre re- 


cently recalled the loss of Holland’s 
famed showman, Abraham  Tus- 
chinski, who with his two brothers 


died during the Nazi terror regime 
in Poland. 

Dutch film production 
unimportant now mainly 


facilities are so bad. 


continues 
because 


Studios near the Hague was razed 
by the heavy bombardment of the 
war while Cinetone Studios near 


was looted 

1944 when they 
Aitempts by 

tur out 


felt all 
several 
features in 


was lost. 


Even 
production 
viewed as so 
money, 


much wasted govern- 
ment 


FINNISH FILM CRITICS 
GIVE OUT JUSSI OSCARS 


Helsinki, Dec, 4. 


Finnish films for the past year 


|} have been of such poor quality that 


no awards for the best picture or 
best direction were made in recent 
presentations of Oscars by the Fin- 
nish Film Critics Assn. Oscars, 
known here as “Jussi,” were con- 
fined to best thesping performances 
and lensing, save for one short sub- 
ject award. 

Best actress was Regina Linnan- 
heimo for her work in “Oroligt 
Blod” (“Restless Blood”); best actor, 
Tauno Palo for “Menneisyden Var- 
from the Past’): best 
second femme actress, Rauha Ren- 
tola for “Fastman Att Hyra” (“Boy- 
friend for Hire’): best second actor, 
Lasse Poysti for his work in the Olli 
Suominen serials; best lensing, 
French cameraman Marius Raichi on 


‘En Ole Kreivitar’ (“Countess for a 
Night’), while Lady Brita Wrede 
drew an Oscar for her short. “The 


Wavs Around Rovaniemi.” 


French Set Up Equipment 
Pix Co. in Baden-Baden 


The French are making use of 
German knowhow to manufacture 
picture equipment in the French 
zone of occupied Germany. They 
have promoted a French company, 
International Film Allianz Technik, 


with Germans holding a minority 
interest. Works are in Baden-Baden 


® Besides projection room sundries, 
the works are also turning out pre- 
cision equipment, scheduling a firs! 
year production of 80 mikes and 





pacted 
weeks at | 


Cafe Society Uptown, opening Feb 
10. Miss Boyer will sail Jan. 10. 
‘Porgy & Bass’ in Vieune 
Vienna, Noy. 23 
George Gershwin's opera, “Porgy 
— Bess,” will Ded produced here 
early next soring. 
Will be « “ies 


D at Volksopera under 
irector Walte Firner, 


2.400 photo electric cells 


MOSS 20TH-FOX EIRE MGR. 
Dublin, Dec. 3 
Maurice Moss has been appointed 
Dublin manager for 20th-Fox, 
ceeding Leslie Talbot, whois moving 
to the London head- 


Suc- 


organizations 
quarters 

il F. Pattinson, director of sales, 
arranged a party to introduce hin 
' lo » Irish exhibitors and to honor the 
visit of Otto W. Bolle, managing 
| divector, to Dublin. 


old and | 


comment | 


by the Germans in 


producers to} 

improvised | 
| studios have been unsuccessful. 
of documentaries now is | 





Herbert Smith 
Head of Keith-Prowse & Co. 
(biggest ticket agents in London) 
observes 


“London Legit B.O. 
Again Sets Record for 
1946” 


* * * 





VARIETY 











North Africa Facing 
Big Product Shortage 
Due to U.S.-French Pact 


A serious shortage of screen prod- 
uct is developing in North Africa, 
according to word received by N. Y. 
homeoffices. This shortage stems 
from the U. S.-French pact, which 
upsets quarterly quotas and is 
plicable to North Africa as well as 
Agreement gives French 
a certain amount of 


ab- 





| ‘ 
| France. 


pictures 


scree 


playing time, thereby limiting the 
{number of U. S. films available to 
| North African exhibitors. 

In North Africa it’s working out 
as a hardship to exhibs who are 
demanding more American serials, 
westerns and action pictures than 


this pact. 

this situation, there is 
move on to set up a 
separate arrangement for North 
Africa that would give exhibs more 
leeway in picking out needed prod- 


alloted under 
Because of 
a concerted 





uct. Virtually no serials or action 
films are coming from French pro- 
i ducers, and of course no westerns. 





' 


The Barnstijn | 


Beef That Border Towns 


} Mexico City, Dec. 5. 
Biggest U. S. tourist biz for Mex- 
ico doesn’t come here at all, but is 
largely border trade according to 
ithe Confederation of Chambers of 
Commerce. Tourists, spending from 
a few hours to a few days in Mex- 


ico, are good for $45,000,000 a year, 
of which Tiajuana, Mexicali and 
Ensenada, on the California line, 


cop $16,000,000. Confederation esti- 
mates this border biz at 60° of all 
U. S. visitors to Mexico and thinks 
it would be better biz to induce 
them to come here 
towns that 
the border. 

Government has budgeted $400,- 
000 for tourist publicity, foreign and 
national, in 1947. Understood this 
low budget was based on belief that | 
Mexico already gets plenty free ad- | 
vertising, 


are a day or two from 





Swede OK for ‘Gilda,’ ‘Years’ 
Stockholm, Nov. 28. 

Latest U. S. films to arrive here 
are Columbia’s “Gilda” and Metro's 
“The Green Years.” Both were 
praised by the critics. 

“Gilda” preemed at the Royal, 
owned by the Sandrew interests, 
while “Years” debuted at the Rigo- 
letto. 


TS 


Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 10. 
“And No Birds Sing,” Aldwych. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand. 
“Follow the Girls,” Majesty's. 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Grand National Night,” Apollo. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“Here Comes the Boys,” 
“High Time,” Palladium. 
“Honeymoon,” York's. 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Message for Margaret,” Duchess. 
“Night and Laughier,” Coliseum 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden 
“Our Betters,” Playhouse. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Pick-Up Girl,” Casino. 
“Poltergeist.” Vaudeville 
“Shephard Show,” Princes 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins 
| “Skin of Teeth,” Piccadilly. 
“Song of Nerway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Glove. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket. 
“Windslow Boy,” Lyric. 
| “Worm's View,” Whitehall. 











Saville. 








| 30 feet 


Cop Mex. Tourist Coin 


and to other big | 


———— A. 


Small Concern Over Socialists Plan 
To Natioralize Part of Brit. Pix Biz 
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Jane Russell Publicity 


Pays Off in London 
London, Nov. 30. 

publicity ered 
the 
“The Outla 
Artist London Pa- 
opened Nov. 29, to 
the opening. 

London county council 


Lavis} 


Jane 


show 
Russell by press 
tne opening ol 
United 


il on, where 


} 


caused 
Dic 
be besieged since 
But the 


public control committee is taking 
a more than ordinary interest in the 


actress which 
is erected above the entrance of the 
theatre, pondering action. 

Poster, which is 60 feet long by 
high, reveals the whole fig- 
Miss Russell « reclining posi- 


colored poster of the 


ure of 


tion, and to make it more conspic- 
uous has been illuminated by hun- 
dreds of electric lights. 


Possibility J German 
Dubbing of U.S. Product 


Heats Viennese to Boil 


Nov. 26 
expressed con- 
over reports in Austrian fan 
that Mopex would take over 
{ISB Films’ Austrian 
monopoly. Point that 
is Statement that this will 
synchronization in Berlin of 
American product. 
Austrian commentators 
this won't satisfy 
who distinctly 


Vienna, 
Local papers have 


cern 
mags 


all 


point out 
native customers 
resent German ac- 
cents on their sound tracks. Official 
U. S. circles have no information 
jas yet that either phase of these re- 
{ports is true. Interesting fact is} 


| quick and premature resentment of | 
ine ursion | 
of German culture in local theatres. | 


influential |. : 
| mended 


| Austrians against feared 
“Neues Oecesterreich,” 

Viennese party paver, says “it is to 

be feared that the Austrian public 


| will again be given cause for annoy- | 


}ance. Austrians will not listen to} 
| dialog which, after 
National Socialism, 


|story. If American films cannot be 


| syne hronized in Vienna it would be, 


more advantageous if they were left ! 
in their original language and pre- 
| sented with German subtitles.” 
Soviets were first sufferers from 
Austrian dislike for 
sian) accents. 


“niefke” (Prus- 
Russian pix shown 


jhere soon after liberation were 
hissed and hooted for this reason. 
In recent press releases during 


Soviet Film Festival Sovexportfilm 
bosses promised no repetition of this 
| “cultural mistake.” 


Powell (Archer) in Peru 
Production Locale Hunt 








Lima, Peru, Dec. 6. 
Michael Powell, British film pro- 
ducer who recently arrived here 


-New York, New 
and Panama—., 


from points north- 
Orleans, Mexico City 
is visiting the ancient Inca ruins at 
Cuzco, the jungle interior region and 
the industrial areas nearer the coast 
during a month’s stay in Peru, sur- 
veying future film locales, 

Powell is partner with Emeric 
Pressburger in the Archers film pro- 
ducing company, with headquarters 
in London. Both men have been 
touring countries in Europe and the 
two continents of the western hemis- 
phere. An Archer unit has just 
completed production of “Green 
Days and Blue Days” in Brazil with 
Sabu and the Brazilian actress Bibi 


Ferreira. Studio work starts in Jan- 
uary at Pinewood Studios near 
| London. 


Powell is scheduled to leave Peru, 
Dec. 16. 





| 

| *,? . 
Duals Exiting Aussie 

| Sydney, Nov. 28 

| With practically every major U. S. 

| 


distrib in this area declaring there’l] | 


be no more B’s going on their pro- 
| duction floors in the future, trade is 
| wondering what'll happen to the dual 
bill set-up here. (Most every Aussie 


distribution | 


prior to | 


upon | 


has | 


Move by a subcommittee of Soe 
cialist members of the British Parlia- 
ment to have the British govern- 
ment nationalize a part of the Eng- 


| lish film industry isn’t causing too 
;}much worry among American film 
toppers. Latter look on the move as 
|an abortive step by the radical left- 
{wing party in Parliament, pointing 
| that it’s an extreme view and there- 
ifore a minority one which will 


probably die a-borning. 
Subcothmittee last week se nt a ree 
port to Sir Stafford Cripps, 
the Board of Trade, recommending 
compulsory government acquisition 
of 500 British theatres, mostly from 
major circuits, to form a govern- 
ment-owned and controlled renting 


head of 





| 


| 


bothers writers | 
mean | 


organization. Government would 
also handle indie British pix and 
acquire studio to encourage and fa- 
cilitate indie production. 

What caused the greatest stir in 
the American industry was the fur- 
ther recommendation that these 
theatres always give preference to 
showing British films. It was sug- 


ested that the theatres be 
two groups of 250 each to 
directly with Odeon, ABC 
mont-British, three largest 


split into 
compecte 
and Gau- 
British 





MP” $ Brecheff 
London, Dec. 10 

Dr. Eric Fletcher, MP and 

director of the Associated British 


Picture Corp., told Varirry re- 
garding the British move that 
the “committee has no official 


Status and neither was it un 
mous.” 


ani- 


declared he doesn’t 


Fletcher 
favor the recommendation and 
regards the proposals as un- 
| desirable and impractical He 


seven years of | 
will spoil every | 








personally believes the proposals 
are unlikely to meet with gov- 
ernment approval. 

Committee also recom- 


mended that experienced film e meee 
| be appointed by the government to 
| operate the theatres, with the execs 
being directly responsible to a spe- 
cially-formed government depart- 
ment. 
Spokesmen for the Motion Picture 
Assn. of Amcrica said the recom- 
mendation was a refutation of the 
proposals laid before the Board of 
Trade by MPA prexy Eric Johnston 
during his recent trip to England. 
Johnston suggested that wider dis- 
tribution of British pix in the U. 35. 
would be the best alternative to re- 








enactment of the British quota law 
and cautioned the Britishers that any- 
restrictions instituted by them would 
probably be answered by American 
restrictions imposed on British ex- 
ports. 

British legislators to whom John- 
ston spoke, however, apparently fa- 
vored his proposals, which leads the 
MPA to believe that Parliament will 
turn down the Socialist recommen- 
dation. It was pointed out that since 
the party in power today is a labor 
government, it might conceivably 
attempt in the long run to national- 
alize the film industry. Government, 
however, is believed to have no im- 
mediate intention of doing so since 
it still has so far to go in building 
up the industry and securing world- 
wide distribution for its product. 

In line with the Socialist proposal, 
it was recalled that Johnston had 
hailed the passage of the U. S. loan 
to Britain last July 15 as “one of the 
most advanced steps taken thus far 
to ensure a peaceful and prosperous 
postwar trade.” Loan agreement said 
nothing about restrictions on U. S. 
film imports into England but com- 
pelled the British to lift all restric- 
tions on the withdrawal of U. S. 
earnings from the U. K. 


‘Gleam’ Faint in ‘Lendes 

London. Dec. 10. 

“The Gleam.” which teed off at 

the Globe Dec. 4, appears an un- 

likely entry, being cenerally panned 
by the crix. 


Based on the new government na- 





tional health bill, play is topical but 
| unlike the author’s “Guinea Pig.” 
| which concerned public schoo] re- 
form, it lacks punch. 


BELLFORT ABROAD 
Joe Bellfort, RKO’'s new 


assistant 


filn house, big and small, with European chief, left for Paris Thurs- 
;couple of exceptions, plays dual lday (5) to assume duties under Vla- 
bills.) |dimir Lissim. Bellfort was formerly 

possibility of the ace|far Eastern division manager, mak- 


houses coming back to stage shows, 
but this policy would be hopeless out | 
in the nabes and stix where dual bills | 
have always been the vogue. 


| 
| 
| There's 


ing his office in New York. 
Jack Kennedy has taken over Jell- 
fort’s former duties as Far Easiern 
| head. 
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The world’s champion grosser! Ist week! @ 
where in the world! 2nd week tops the ir 


CENTURY-FOX 


today more than ever 1s 





BIGGEST 
FIGURE 





Fr MOTION 
PICTURE 
INDUSTRY! 


IT’S A FACT: 


No other company ever had so 





many pictures breaking so many 
records in so many theatres! 
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| at the Roxy new all-time recor 
‘ first! New records 








RLING CLEMENTIN 


to| new all-time 20th Century-Fox records af the long-run Rivoli Theatre, N. Y. 
| after setting new all-time highs in hundreds of dates from coast to coast! 


ah 
i 








RGIE’,, 


is | Singing “I'l Tel! The 
rd uns EVERYWHERE 
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AZOR’S EDGE 


d for any picture, any theatre, 
every day, every week! 
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U's Foreign Dept. Sees 16m Division Pl Bem Sut - Film Reviews 





























10% f th A 35 ( Singer Dale Belmonts suit fot ——— Continued from page 8 q— 
$100.000 damages against Lestel ce as 
Earning 0 0 e verage m ross Cowan Productions was tossed out of Nir. Hex yer lige non-climactic In the 
te " , ° »] na ic . al tits ‘CONGO . »? 
oe ___________jeourt Friday (6) as the appellate | counter-ney. tall a AOD. rien gyn except for those located mom. y” 
Universal's foreig ign Gopal oo division of the N. Y¥ supreme court Hall Bob by Jordan,’ Gab: ial Dell a mite left of centre lan 
expects its new 16m division to ea Hors d’ Phoned unanimously approved Judge Ben Billy Benedict. and othe Bowery Heralded as the first Soviet film 4 
10‘. of the average 5m gross in} ea Ih 7 jamin F. Schreiber’s order to set Beys are up to their usual standards dramatize the Nazi disc rimin; ney 
each country during its first year of 7 nen rena loog i aside a previous jury award in her | Gale Robbins, the jukebox voice, ap- policy against the Jews in German. 
operatio: vith 16m revenue ada- ’ Warners literally was Kaeo saci favo) Jury awarded Miss Belmont | pears to advantage and is credited | 0¢CUPied Russia, “Taras” actually fo. 
ing up to much more than 10 once from phone service vesterday $29 000 but she appealed to the higher | with vocaling film’s two tunes “A cuses on a Russian family (Slavic) 
the narrow-gauge program eally )) when someone des dt ‘et ‘ttempt to get the full | Leve Son { Remember” and “One and Teutonie efforts to force re- 
ator é ‘ on ing to Ha ! B yank police : ce ; asices _— Hi : K ed N f both bv Lon opening Of an arms factory Jewish 
f f the neé | : ief” [ ppe l ( ; ‘ . He 4 ( Be \\ €1 The amet question treated in a few €1 ‘ 
Ss ‘ * “ . ' ; ; ( ‘ Or inse now iO aSkK [for a etetes . 4 rr . cd atical] t} ‘ ; 
mo : 16 P Cable along , Sal \ Cohen é ( ll-@ Ve lan atdG 5 i€ noOst effective : 
‘ , ' { , intir ‘ : Keit nd othe in Cast are capable the filn one a terrifving hunt for 
pix : ati fotsap re sce i PES } c ht against Cowal Willi: Roa ne does neat fob of nt hed a ge the other. a b) tal & 
( { I ‘ pe c= : : : <j - a : A bie DV | Be ( Lite Cn i¢ that adirect ie Pmin Crore \ nd his mol Mihai te thte The latte) has ry 
V n : he - ier € id be rhe ( i role in | chance for usual broad characteriza pact ae ; Ut SOTTIE sloppy Meeying 
‘ ee ( ‘ \ vit é : nendurtion af “El Jo: but that | tior Lensing by James Brow: nq | @nd camera work 
J an i sins = putsice var — ; tne ontract 1d not been fulfilled tine vad tion f { mie oy i} _ Acting - at the high leve | 
pe ‘ e” f t vere ee : severed ! iading s ¢ € Brow Olhary ! major Soviet pieturi 
1 end a Cnecne: it to tne dACK= poiice station prope! : Chis ( equally for the , } 


and the extras who Combine nier- 


woods cine 


ie — | ; | Spook Busters estingly diversified Slavic 
1 } ~ > = ® . e é Oia pt Velou.s 
All lon DOOKINES overseas are = M | Picture Grosses Nie on ) Psa Bas ( nne Lr nomy with an hon st touch of rustic 
ing handled as “prt fessional DOOK- HUGHES SI PLY HATES = . oe on, Stars Leo Gores eatures Hunts | earthiness, Hat doffing is particulay ty | 


Continued from page 12 










































































ings which Sugarman definea a ———— Pare _ " tage ne ae . a due to Ambrosi Butchma for })\s 
4 hat embrac cind of Sathieon wae Gancrusay ‘trected by | three-dimensional ; 
those that embrace any ‘AUTHORITY’ IN THE AAA Wiktiam Reaudine nistant director. Kadie t rensiona and consistently 
regularly-operating show fo WASHINGTON ; S  Sereenplay, Edmund Seward rim | top-rate portrayal of father Taras 
admission is charged a! I I Rupert Hughes, nov obrandea . ; : . + hh me ; hh oe arg ce — Trio of moppets who fill in as the 
shel . \ 0 VE ( Sts See ‘ rie ookive Strand, dual 7 a¢ . vs é 
the anetive is toll ” Ty presently | the proposal ome a) toma Pe Ay week “Never Say Goodby WB) ' hg levee eh MINE: i Tara: children also rate a plus for 
: ) * 16n pix ' Ky thors Authority. sponsored bv James ood Aue ” 1 ase 44-8 Sliy , . — their stint manfully ithout 
e1eas b . a : a oe Ph gat ; See Keith's (RKO) (1.838 0) i« , we SIUIOSS lat precocious cloying ] 
>} . +} Af the \1 Tr anc the Cl , rit « - * a . ud r Huntz all = eenbies that's 
France, Belgium, Sout A sini ws ‘ - : id the scree _Wri bie Notorious” (RKO) (3d wk). Hold- | Dr. Costow re Doust rag tripped up more than one pik " 
P} lipy nes. Mexico ana Cubd ind is GWulld in Hollywoo a> al if ng own at Dig $15.000 Last week, Bob eee ? Mote Sanine Wit 
. gy tt wen up in the rest ol American scheme to shackle writers | cock $2? 000 (oa he oee G ‘ Del! . 
prepping to open uf ock $22 ) Whitey. veseee. iii tien 
Central and South America within’ with a dictatorial regime Hughe Little «(Miller 285; $1.20-$2.40) cl ieliens Duvid Gores . , 
the next couple of months. Sugar-| who is visiting New York from his; “Henry V" (UA) (Sth wk). School Mizn apie hey ‘% oak Green for Danger 
man plans a trip to Europe next) Coast residence, stated that despite | 8roups, et buving blocks of tickets | nl goes , tet te ceeee M ~ heat Gi BS (BRITISH-MADE) 
fal arv or Mare t supervis in- | th modifications mad in th rigi- lor matinees continue: to assure Ca-] xq, = pens phe aa . aes ® London QD 5 
Penraar) ol oe oO : eg po ae vr, wh E gg Red ole = pacity here. Still $6,500 for fourth | }-./C, asses ries: Middletes Gaston! Shien ‘beet Perieage 7 
auguration of the program in on nal AAd plan after pre le from soiisecutive week rar ee h rd Alexander | U'¥idual Picture. Stars Sally. G Rinans 
countries. al’ sides. the coercive design under Metropolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70) Loute soe anaes  Gimacs mund Jobn. Trevor Howard. Directed tn 
Pictures currently being distrib- lying the plan still exists. ‘Dark Mirror” (U) (2d run). Okay | j,022 Pe ttyben ++ Charles Millsfleld | 11), ge ig ca eee 
uted on narrow-gauge stock are Answering the contention of AAA | $8000. Last week, *!Plainsman” (Par) tthe: Sil ervnur SN? | tiene Bratd, Camera. Wikis Coceer at 
somewhat older than current 35m | supporters that the plan’s constitu- | (reissue), exceptional $10,500. Film comedy. nurtured 1 ] i. = tts ‘ot Mine” ee es Soe 
- ' € tiga a : " a iets le - ; | >. : ) 27H. 7 ) . on Siap- jing lhe bs . 
release, Sugarman said, but U hopes | tion contains safeguards against cen- PY ernst — Mh) aa" aes stick, reverts to early childhood in| Mr. Bue: Lew Gene 
io catch up in time in Europe Com-. sorship, Hughes said: “They're too * ia $15 000. ' = ; ia sood $24,000. | Spook Busters.” Entire story, with | Mr. Purdy ice tcac ee Saeavie | 
pany hopes to concentrate on ac- intelligent to eome out openly for | “UG aie  Bniaiaiege pik na i ; |all its attendant comedy business, | White. Abeba ap pi teal are tek 
tion-type pix in Latin America, the censorship but, in the name of free- | reeks of gleanings from vast produc- | ‘te, Rat SAR pat ahve “ek Nis ge lilt ate 
Philippines and possibly the Fai dom, they will do everything to cir-| gage ’ ‘ 186 | tions long gone int o the limbo of un- | Nurse Sanson.......... Rosemund John 
East. he said cumscribe it.” He added, “the vey Mirror Rousing . remembered celluloid. There is the See Been 808000008 Hally Gray 
—- ? word ‘authority’ is hateful” ; < ever-present feeling of having seen | wo) Waitt css seee- Wendy Thempsen 
George Weltner, Paramount In- | ™ rd ‘authority’ is hateful” and that} ‘ . 9 all thie semew) bef | Nurse Woods toned ibis Saute lem 
te tional prexy i als¢ tuaying he would not let any publisher, pro- Buff.; Skies Hot 186, 2d , And yet seetty ts the. crete val nore nt Hends ck : — cS 
re a , , | sy 'S i oe , ‘ ; ‘ s as * scree alues | Serge: endriacks Gieorne comibrieee | 
the 16m situation during his current se le rag ig all, any — Buffalo. Dec. 10 oe he he are a lot of laughs among | 7°*C?" Higgins Moore Murriett 
“af 4s a neq | Writer, give him orders as a writer ’ ain’ the hokum. Even the old busi ——-- 
Jooksee at Europe, it’s been learned , ’ en the old business of : P 
mee. ere 20th-Fox Inter- eee ! ; De wntow n de luxers are doing two people, searching for something This whodunit has the unusual set- 
Murray Silverstone, 20t fairly well despite n..mber of hold- in the wall. and ans agree ting of an emergency wartime hes 
national prexy, also revealed this e ‘ overs this week. Best newcomer is | ey. Knocks ™ = eg gee Po =i Gas aieeelan tentr —~ 
week that he’s requested his man- Films Can Join Science “Dark Mirror.” smash at the Lafay- | ever, the film drags and is repeti.|the scene of two apparently clueless 
agers in all overseas exchange areas ette “Blue Skies” is ——— Of | tions Ht haan’ wi a poe po an murders. Wounded by a buzz-bomb, 
to send him reports on the advis- As Peace Aid—Wallis holdovers, still big at the vere to the grammar school level and local postman is brought to hospital 
ability of beginning narrow-gauge Estimates for This Week weekend matinee business | for a slight emergency operation, but 
operations in the near future Representing the motion picture| Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)—| Story has the Bowery Boys grad- | “ies under the anesthetic. Six people 
_| industry at the sixth annual Ameri- | “Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Strong | uated from an exterminating school | are present at the death—Leo Genn, 
——— can Nobel dinner held at the Hotel | er aes or better. Last week, smash i going fe on their first job. which a — aa Pennant 
Astor, N. Y., last night (10), Hal| %¥}; 7 lappens to be an old deserted man- | osamune John, Sally Gray an 
| Film Foundation | | Wallis, Paramount producer declared | Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 40-70) | sion. But the joint’s jumping with | Meas Jenkins. Judy Campbell finds 
that both science and ee cies pg “Margie (20th) (2d wk). Big | secret panels, sliding doors magic evidence that the man was murdered 
——— (ontinued from page 4 & ; Pe pclae mate _| $13,000 or close. Last week, sock | tricks. flying axes. ete. And there, |@nd before she can inform the police 
—— x tribute effectively to progress for $19,000. a pulled right out of the stor, file fo | she is stabbed to death. 
tee. chairmanned by Ted Gamble, peace. Wallis stated that motion Hipp (Shea) (2 100; 40-70) “Kings |a mad scientist who wants to trans- Alastair Sim, unconventior le- 
board topper of the American The- pictures had become a_ well-estab-| Row (WB) and “Wild Bill Hickock plant a human brain into that of a tective from Scotland Yard. . ppears 
atres Assn. “The objectives need | lished instrument of science with its Rides (WB) Neat $9,500. Last | gorilla. Film is padded out to pro- to enjoy the double murder case and 
only be limited,’ he declared, “by | most dramatic use illustrated in the | week, Deception (WB) (m.0.),| gram length with manv secret pas- | has great fun annoying the suspects, 
our generosity and imagination in! recent explosions of the atomic | as ete (Basil) (2200 40-70) sages, lights on and off, disappear- He discovers each one had a motive, 
advancing the welfare of the people bomb. . wee ayette (Ba: 1) (3.300; _40-70)— | ances and other stunts which have until an attempt on the life of Sally 
of the industry.” Pointing to the series of film biogs ~~ murer  \ es Great To | been seen too many times before.|Gray reduces the number to four. 
the stry.” ; ' ‘ lah im deg > Be oung” (Col) Smash $18,000. | oe new angle is the mad doctors | To reconstruct the postman's death, 
~oiects :, ake of prominent scientists produced by | Last week. “Jol St (Col) (5th | ; 
Projects envisioned take in the Sliven, Wallis Giewtnced that be . _ Oe son Story Ol) (Sth | television machine which enablec | the inspector stages a mock opera- 
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Texas Exhibs Thrive on ‘Civic 
Institution Policy; 


~ No Go Under 


By HAYDEN TALBOT 
Fort Worth, Dec. 10 
Texas show biz is in a Class D3 
itself Whereas other territories 
New England, the ddle west, the 
northwest—present a ore ¢ ess 
hcmogeneous over-all picture, Mn 
where this roving reporter has 
been has show! suct striking 
sameness of basic policies. The leay 
er to conclusions might attribute 
this to the inescapable fact of the 
area's domination by Interstate The- 
atres. and there is no questior about 
that outfit showing the way to Texan 
exhibs generally; bi. the outstand- | 
ing difference between individual 


situations in Texas and els >where 
in the country is the individual op- 
erator’s insistence his situation Is as 


important a civic institution as the 


Chamber of Commerce 

An instance of the Texas attitude 
is expressed in the greeting stran- 
gers inevitably get. “How do you 
like our country?” Elsewhere, when | 
this question is put to your scribe | 
—driving an English car, and er- 


roneously taken to be a limey—the 
questioner means America. In Texas 
you quickly discover “ou! country” 
means Texas. And nothing else. So 
from E] Paso to this northernmost 
point, exhibs approach, the matter | 


of lining ’em up at the boxoffice 
from a distinctive angle of their | 
own. 


To get the picture from (relative- 
ly) an outstander’s viewpoint listen 
to Sol Saxe, RKO exchange man- 
ager in Dallas: 

Good Relations 

“I think I can speak for all dis- 
tributors in this area when I say 
relations are fine between not only 
the distributors and the circuits, but 
between the distributors and the 
little independents as well. Per- 
haps of even greater importance, re- 
lations between the circuits and the | 
little independents are equally fine. 

“When disgruntled people say In- 
terstate has a stranglehold on busi- 
ness in this territory I am inclined 
to believe there's a little dirt around 
their operation. I've seen this cir- 
cuit grow from four houses to its 
present size. There are plenty of 
other circuits prospering in Texas 
today, some of them bigger than 
Hoblitzelle’s was at the start. And 
there is nothing to prevent them 
from growing bigger. After all, 
Texas is a big state. It’s absurd 
on the face of it to suggest Inter- 
state’s 164 theatres can provide all 


the entertainment Texans can ab- 
sorb. 
“As for business generally, I’m 


prepared to make a prophecy. When 
‘Notorious’ opens in Texas they'll 
forget the war isn’t still going on. 
This goes for any good picture. It 
will gross today as much as the big- 
gest wartime grosses. Moreover, I 
see no signs of a tapering off in 
1947. Texas is prosperous. Texas is 
going to continue to be prosperous. 
And Texans are show-minded to an 
exceptional degree. 

“As for bidding—and I see it is 
already being tentatively tried out 
in some situations — exhibitors in 
this territory are unanimous in their 
opinion it isn’t practical. Too many 
factors enter into th” acceptance or 
rejection af any given bid. This 
is the more difficult to understand 
at a time when the Government is 
offering Army surpius stuff at auc- 
tion. In that case the highest bidder 
gets the lot. Washington doesn't care 
what the bidder's business reputa- 
tion may be, or how many bedrooms 
he’s got in his home. But it looks 
now as if the Government would 
welcome an alternative to this auc- 
tion-bidding proposal. 

“Trouble with Governmental de- 
crees is their absolutism. In ordi- 
nary relations between distributor 
and exhibitor there has always been 
a degree of give-and-take. Adjust- 
ments have come to be an accepted 
part of the business. Under an iron- 
clad ruling the Government adjust- 
ments would be impossible. As it is, 
anybody who comes to an exchange | 
with clean hands and a reasonable 
gripe goes away with his troubles! 
redressed.” | 

Fort Worth and Dallas 

From this unbiased source to a| 
frankly self-interested one brings us | 
to Frank Weatherford, city manager | 
of Interstate Theatres in Fort Worth, | 
who says: 

“There is no question 


| 
{ 


about Fort | 


| accustomed 


See Adjustments 
Govt. ‘Absolutism 


Worth and Dallas eventually becom- 


’ 


ng one city. Already, the 50-mile 
highway between the two towns Is 
lined with overnight communities 
creations ol Vartime emergency 
conalti nicn ave ( ea t¢ 
grow an vax prosper n the 
year of rece ersion So, wren you 
sk |! A yusINeSssS Is, the a é has 

be qualified with t ece en 
owarads al nevitable ki of ¢ 
two cities 1! vhat will oe the 
gest—geographical nunicipality wu 
the world 

“This is the more important when 
it is known Fort Worth had a pop- 
ulation in 1940 of only 178,000—not 
the 244.000 which incorrect tabula- 
tions have named. The program of 
annexation which is now a set policy 
will add in the near future 20,000 
people to the metropolitan area. But 
this still leaves Fort Worth with 
less than 200,000. The total is rela- 
tively unimportant 

“What matters is the continuance 
now of wartime-created _ plants. | 


These include the big Consolidated 
Aircraft Works whose postwar ac- 
tivities require almost as many men 


as during the war years. There is 
also the permanent base for heavy 
bombardment crews, including the 


crews who have to do with the atom 


bomb. Their presence here means 
not only the influx of wives and 
| relatives, but a steady increase of 


population in the form of infants. 

“Under these conditions it is not 
strange Interstate has five locations 
in Fort Worth for new construction. 
So far CPA has refused consent for 
to start building operations, but 
if we were given the green light 
three of these new bouses would 
be begun tomorrow. They're that 
hot locations. 


us 


can reason- 
extended to take in the com- 
munity centering around Arlington 
Downs, the racecourse roughly mid- 
way between here and Dallas. When 
Texas outlawed racing it looked like 
the end of the racecourse, but last 
year Paul Wagner put on a little 
rodeo there, and it clicked. 


Flexible 40-60c Scale 
Doesn’t Hurt Boxoffice 


“Incidentally, Fort Worth is prob- 
ably unique in the matter of our 
holdover house. So far as I know it 
is the only such theatre in the coun- 
try with a flexible price policy—one 
week 40c, the next 60c. Patrons of 
this house, the Palace, have become 
to this boosting and 
lowering—dependent entirely on the 
merit of the picture—and by their 
steady patronage prove they have no 
fault to find with the exceptional 
policy. Curiously enough ‘names’ do 
not enter in to the factors justifying 
top prices. 

“There was a 
Worth was a 
town, 


“Adjoining territory 
ably be 


time when Fort 
most star-conscious 
This is being slowly broken 
down, giving pictures a 
chance irrespective of 
Grosses rolled up by ‘Smoky’ and 
‘Courage of Lassi€é’ are the best 
answer to those who insist they must 
have the pulling power of topflight 
human stars. 

“As for the newcomers who look 
likely to mount highest as surefire 
draws at the boxoffice, local reac- 
tion seems to give Robert Mitchum 
the brightest future. Of the new 
women stars Lauren Bacall is the 
most promising in this situation, 
having done well with both her pic- 
tures, but it is difficult to say how 
much she personally had to do with 
this. New stars or old—what Fort 
Worth audiences want first and fore- 
most is a good picture, and rolling 
up to see John X or Sally Y is grad- 
ually ceasing to be the fashion here- 


| abouts. 


Reissues’ Good B.O. 


“As a matter of fact we are doing 
very good on reissues. If we had no 


other way of gauging public taste 








the business done with these reissues 
would be strong evidence of our 
patrons wanting good pictures, 


| rather than blindly following this or 


that star regardless of the vehicle. 
“Here in Fort Worth we are all for 
kids. From the showman’s stand- 
point I've always been a strong be- 
liever in kids. Along these lines we 
have radio quiz shows in two of our 
Suburban houses every Saturday. 


better 
‘names.’ 


Only yesterday 
successful kid show- 
ston’s kid subjects. Once a year we 
do a ‘Back to School’ show, and it 


| 
we had our most 
with Eric Hon- | 


| always does big. There was more | 


lthan a capacity audience for ‘Little | 


| Miss Marker’—put on as a special 





| feature in conjunction with ‘Make | 
Mine Music.’ 
| “Exhibitors elsewhere may place | 


ithe same importance on catering to 
lkids. I don't claim Fort Worth is 
alone in this policy. But in my own 
experience I see every night grown- 


ups whom I recognize as being the | 


very same people who a few years 


ago were getting the show-going 

habit through lining up for our kid 
Civie Pride Pitch 

In San Antonio it was Clarence N 


Moss, Interstate’s ubiquitous press 
agent, who gave this fact-seeker an- 
other angle of Texas exhibitors’ ap- 
proach 
the customers with their screen fare. 

“Although San Antonio was 
credited in a census only two weeks 
ago with having a population of 
400,000, there are only three first- 
run houses in the city—the Majestic, 
Aztec and the Empire, a ‘B’ house. 
But these well as all the subse- 
quent-run theatres have a wel! de- 
veloped feeling of responsibility as 
being The well 
being of San a first con- 
sideration of in this city. 
Anything we can do to promote the 
interests of the city is of as 


as 


institutions 
Antonio is 
exhibitors 


civic 


| best 
individual 
| “People who want me to dislike 
|them call Interstate Theatres a chain 
loutfit. I’m willing to settle for the 
word ‘circuit,’ but even this does not 
| fit the way each one of our houses 
| does its business. Here in San An- 
tonio, every exhibitor—whether his 
house is 


operations. 


| 
| 


one of a circuit or is a 
lonely independent—realizes it’s 
|good business to put San Antonio 


first, and his own operation second. 
Nothing very clever about it. With- 
out prosperous, satisfied citizens 
where would boxoffice lines 6é? 
“It would be interesting to find 
out if the rule applicable to cities 
throughout Texas is in force in other 
parts of the country. In our case, 
for instance, every possible penny of 
expenditure which can be spent lo- 
cally goes into the pockets of San 





Antonio’s people. This goes not 
only for the theatre staff, it goes 
for the carpet-repairer’s spool of 


thread, electric light bulbs, brushes 
and pails—every conceivable item. 
Even when the price of a given ar- 
ticle is higher than it could be 
bought for in, say, Dallas, we take 
into account the cost of transport of 
the article—and if it comes within a 
| reasonable nearness we buy the lo- 
cal product.” 


Good Biz Depends On 
Good Will: Bob 0’Donnell 


Last, because most important, 
Robert J. (Bob) O'Donnell, v.p. and 
general manager of Interstate Thea- 
tres, takes the floor. It should be 
said, to obviate any possibility of 
mistake, the following is only an 
infinitesimal part of what Hoblit- 
zelle’s right hand man had to say to 
your scribe. Its bearing on the out- 
standing characteristic of Texas op- 
erations—sense of civic responsibil- 
ity—makes its inclusion here a must. 
Listen to O’Donnell:— 

“Nobody could agree more with 
the proposition show business is a 
business; showmen are business men. 
But doesn’t this go equally for the 
bankers, department store magnates, 
newspaper proprietors? The only 
difference of opinion would seem to 
be, what constitutes good business? 

“Banks and department stores and 
newspapers prosper or go _ broke 
largely as a result of their winning 
or losing the good will of the com- 
munity in which they operate. Will 
anybody suggest this is not equally 
true of a theatre operation? Again, 
the only possibility of a difference 
of opinion is as to what constitutes 
the showman’s responsibility to the 
community. 

“A single instance of the sort of 
thing I have in mind has only re- 
cently cropped up in Texas—as, I 
suppose, it is cropping up all over 
the country. I refer to the cuf major 
producers and distributors have de- 
cided to make this year in their 
contributions to Community Chests 
in cities throughout the country. 

“I know the sound logic dictating 
this cut. Production costs have 
soared. Selling campaigns have 
grown in volume and expense be- 
yond any thing heretofore known. 
Producer and distributor have a 
good case for saving everywhere 
they can. 

Interstate Objects 

“Interstate not only has an ob- 
jection to this proposition; it will 
do everything in its power to per- 














to the business of providing | 


great importance to us as our own | 
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| settled, 
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Audience Surveys Will Determine ~ 
Century Circuit's Pix Bookings 





He Cain’t Say No 


Claude Lee, Paramount's pub- 
relations chief, has veen listen- 
ing to theatre operators’ squawks 
for years. But last week, he said, 
he ran into an exhib with the 
most unusual reason for high 
film rentals—he blamed it on the 
number of fires his town re- 
cently. 

Guy, according to Lee, is a 
volunteer fireman, He says every 
time he comes back from a blaze, 
he finds a branch manager and 
a salesman in his office and he’s 
so exhausted he can’t beat them 
down to a decent price. 


‘Blue Skies’ Sets Record 
For N.Y. Par in 9 Weeks 


With only one more week to run, 
(Wed.), “Blue Skies” 
certain of 
the biggest coin total ever registered 
at the N. Y. Paramount, with close 


to $860,000 the final figure for nine 
weeks. The Irving’ Berlin-Bing 
Crosby-Fred Astaire picture thus 
will show more returns in nine 
weeks than either “Lady in Dark” 
or “Going My Way” did in 10 weeks. 

The total for the first eight weeks, 
ending last (Tues.) night, was near 
$795,000, which already is better than 
“Lady in Dark” total of $790,000 for 
10 weeks and near the $806,000 done 
by “Way” also in 10, 

“Skies” made a new Paramount 
house record opening week, non- 
holiday. 


M-G Budgets 
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decided to try for increased income, 
boosting their film rentals in many 
situations and making an all-out ef- 
fort to obtain the longest runs pos- 
sible for their pix in even the last 
run houses. 

Decision was reached for the over- 
all curtailment at Metro following 
conferences here recently between 
prexy Nicholas M. Schenck and 
Mayer and his executive aides. De- 
cision was made, due to excessive 
costs of labor and general produc- 
tion, to: cut out making of inter- 
mediate films and produce a limited 
number of seven-figure budgeters. 
With the studio policy of having 
plentiful supply of talent in all de- 
partments, from executives, direc- 
tors and producers on the payroll, 
and not enough pictures for them 
all to work on, the pruning took 
gradual proportions with about half 
a dozen of the producers, a few 
directors, and some talent gradually 
being written off the roster. 


Last week around 60 players on 
the studio contract stock list went 
their ways out of the Culver City 
gates, with their short term deals 
as these people had con- 
tracts running from three months to 
a year. Most of this talent was in 
the $100-$150 a week category. It is 
figured that with these people not 
being essential the letout should 


save the studio far better than 
$750,000 a year alone. Producers 
and directors, who it was found 


would be among the “idlers” if kept 
on the payroll, can be figured as a 
Saving of another $1,000,000 a year 
at least. 

Survey is being made of the gen- 
eral structure of the plant and it is 
most likely that shortly after Jan. 1, 
virtually all those who do not par- 
ticipate in current production will 
have been stricken off the pay- 
master’s sheet and that a likelihood 
of around $5,000,000 savings will 
have been effected. 








suade producers and_ distributors 
to think again about making this cut. 
“The point is, it is not only the 
oft-named “key cities’ where offices 
of producers and distributors are 
located which they must regard as 
communities towards which they 
must exhibit a community spirit. 
Wherever their product is shown, 
the locals look upon them as being 
a part of the business life of the 
community. Precisely as the desper- 
ate need of one of those locals is 
as important to that especial com- 
munity as the greater number of 
such cases is to a larger city.” 


(Next week, more Texas and 





Mississippi Valley.) 
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Time-honored usage of booking 
films on a hunch is going to give way 
to scientific culling, based on mere 
curial shifts in patron tastes, if Cen- 
tury Circuit's 
works out as the 
hoping. New York operating 
metropolitan shooting 
perfection of rapid three-to-four 
canvasses of patrons in 
first to be organized 
circuit. Idea in mind, circuit 
said, is to gauge audience re- 
action with such accuracy and speed 
that the company book 
with the full knowledge of 
at peak popularity and vice 
any given time. 

Century has taken on the expen- 
sive operation, it is said, because the 
ordinary national research bureau, 
depended upon by major distribs 
and producers, require a minimum 
of three months to check on any par- 


new survey dept. 
chain's 
outfit, 
houses, is 


execs are 


for 
day 
up, 
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exec 
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by a 
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ticular facet of the film biz. Time- 
lag makes it impossible for a chain 
to depend on the results for imme- 
diate booking problems, company 
spokesman said. Moreove it is 


pointed out, Century has localized 


problems which the company felt 
could be best checked by its own 
dept. 

Theatre chain is currently 


using 
the technique of quizzing patrons in 


lobbies. To determine whether this 
checkup accurately sizes up nabe 
opinion, Century's first few surveys 
are slated be 


to on questions to 
which the chain already has an 
answer. Lobby check, to date, has 


stood up in tests made in several of 
the circuit's theatres. 

Besides booking problems, survey 
system is aimed to give answers on 
proper playing time for different 
films; whether films which include 
longhair music are popular in indi- 
vidual neighborhoods; and whether 
specialized films such as foreign or 


British would play profitably in 
Century houses. 
Century also plans to find out 


their patrons feelings on admission 
price scales; whether the theatre is 
catching the overflow from compet- 
ing houses; and why customers 
patronize competing theatres. Usual 
posers such as what pictures are 
wanted by the fans; what advertising 
or exploitation media brings them 
in; and why the customer likes or 
doesn’t any film currently playing, 
will also be put to the patrons. 

Dept. is under direction of Har- 
riet Lubin and Century is planning a 
dozen or so assistants and checkers. 
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might lay the companies open to 
some form of anti-trust action, it's 
also been revealed that the’ chief 
stumbling block in the Par-20th ne- 
gotiations is legal red tape. 
Attorneys of the two companies 
have been unable to discover a means 


of combining without setting up a 
separate corporation, for which the 
cost is reportedly prohibitive. Only 


other alternative, it’s said, would be 
to declare under the Webb-Clayten 
Act. Such a move would mean the 
duo would be forced to allow anyone 
else in as a partner that wanted to 
join and it’s believed unlikely that 
the two companies would put them- 
selves out on a limb that way. If the 
legal entanglements are present to 
such an extent for two companies, 
it’s argued, then it would be almost 
impossible for the entire industry to 
get together. 

Necessity for releasing more 
product on 16m stock overseas was 
implied by Seymour Mayer, sales 
chief of Metro International's 16m 
division, upon his return recently 
from a survey of the company’s 
narrow-gauge operations in Europe. 
Mayer pointed out that Metro was 
prepared’ to distribute 20-25 pictures 
yearly in most territories but added 
that in several of those areas, Metro 
was the only company currently in 
operation. He 


indicated, conse- 
quently, that the company would 
welcome competition from other 


U. S. companies, since it would in- 
sure the foreign 16m _ exhibs of 
enough product. 

It’s also been learned that Irving 
Maas, exec veepee of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn., is studying the 


16m _ situation during his current 
survey of countries that MPEA 
handles. He's expected to make 


recommendations on opening up 16m 
operations in those countries upon 
his return to the U. S. 
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ROADWAY CAUGHT IT QUICK ...WARNERS’ WORLD PREMIERE XMAS DAY AT THE VICTORIA! 
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Musie Hall. N. Y. 

“The Nativity” and “Good Ship 
Holiday” produced by Leon Leoni- 
doff, settings by Bruno Maine, cos- 
tumes by Marco Montedoro, Billy 
Livingston, executed by Florence 
Rogge. Special lyrics by Albert 
Stillman. With Lucille Cummings, 
Brayton Lewis, Music Hall Choral 
ensemble, Corps de Ballet, Rock- 
ettes, Nonchalants (3), Shyrettos (3), 
symphony orch conducted by Charles 
Previn: “Till the Clouds Roll By” 
(M-G) reviewed in Variety, Nov. 13, 
"46 


The Music Hal s antl ual Chi t- 
mas pageant, “The Nativity” is by 
now one of the standards for the 
Yule season tourist as well as many 
locals, who make it a point to catch 
this religious spectacle annually 
Proof of its draw is seen in the fact 
that the rese Ve section sold out 
weeks in advance of the presenta- 
tion. 

Music Hall takes this pageant | 
quite seriously in keeping with the 
theme. No one is seated once “Na- 
tivity” is on. It’s separate and apart 
from the rest of the stageshow, and 
the care given the production in- 
dicates how important this project is 
to the MH staff 

Musically and production wise 
the pageant is one of the most im- 
portant eligious spectacles in. the 
commercial theatre Leonidoff’s 
blending of theme, music. narration, 
settings and enactment is striking 
enough to hush the huge hall. It’s 
now one of.the rar> things in the 
theatre where applause seems sacri- 
legious. 

However, if aoplause is irappro- 
priate for the pageant, rest of the 


show is worthy of all it gets. There’s 
a newsreel interve’ ing in 
give the stagehands time to 
t'e huge set and permit a change of 
mood. Staging of “Good Ship Holi- 
day” employs a good majority of the 
tricks the MH stage is capable of 
Spectacle of the orch being elevated 
from the pit to the furthermost point 
back of the stage is as )w in itself. 


There's also a ship moving across 
the stage to make the customers | 
gape. 

Between th. colossal hauling jobs, 
there’s some good. entertainment 


from the human elements. The out- 
side acts involved are the Non- 
chalants, comedy acro trio, who sell 
a fetching line of talk to accompany 
their acrobatics, and the Shyrettos. 
who justify their applause with pre- 
cision bicycle and unicycle work. 
The Corps de Ballet open in a 
ski scene for which Florence Rogge 
has supplied a sprightly and imagi- 
native routine in which the gals 
pirouette with tonkin poles. Jeanne 
Devereaux does the solo take with 
her spins matching the rapidity of 
the music, Strauss’ “Perpetual Mo- 
tion.” The Rockettes, of course, 
shine with their terp precision in 
the finale in which their unusual 
costumes light up for Christmas tree 


effects. 
In all, MH has 


a show to be 
proud of. 


Jose. 


Hippodrome, Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 8. 
Freddie Jenal, 3 Wells, Freddie 
Bartholomew, 3. Make Believes, 
Felice lula House Orch (12); “Noc- 
turne” (RKO). 


_Entertaining combo is nicely rou- 
tined and well selected for variety. 
Fast starter is provided by the Three 
Wells, dancing acro group of two 
males and femme who splice strong 
tumbling into jitterbug hoofery for 
a flashy getaway. Deuce is allotted 
to Freddie Jenal, who gives out with 
pleasing vocals of “Song in My 
Heart,” ‘The Girl That I Marry” 
and “Beguine,” all smoothly sold to 
good audience response. 

Freddie Bartholomew, from films. 
scores with parody, “I’m Growing 
Up” and assorted impressions and 
Baggery plus a highlighting bit of 

Aubrey Smith singing “Blues in 
the Night.” 

Three Make Believes close with 
comedy panto and mouthing of re- 
cordings and it’s a laugh from the 
tee off. Versions of Crosby and Mary 
Martin in “Wait ‘Til Sun Shines. 
Nellie,” Sinatra, Ink Spots, Spike 





Jones and the Andrews are all 
smartly worked out for maximum 
comedy. 

Biz good. Burm. 


Gayety, Montreal 


a Montreal, Dec. 9. 

- Lili St. Cyr. Fields & George, 2 
Vespers, Jack Parker. Roy Smeck, 
Hal Haviland, Ducat & Kave, Lenny 
ge Line (10), Len Howard Orch 
(9). 


Fairish layout marks return to 
Gayety of Lili St. Cyr, stripteuse. 
Performers do okay in their own 
spots but shortage of gal performers 
=— in below par customer re- 
ion. 

Presence of Miss St. Cyr should 
guarantee boff biz. She’s a big draw 
here generally but present. stint 
doesn't show her to best advantage, 
as far as the audience is concerned. 


anyway. Her stuff is getting a little | 


too arty. 

Fields and George are a comedy 
duo from way back and so is their 
material. As usual, this stuff gets 
nice reaction here. Some of their 
stuff could stand sapolioing. Two 





order to | 
strike | 


Vespers register nicely in an acro 
stint, which is smoothly routined, 
and Jack Parker also garners a nice 
mitt for his slick juggling. 

Roy Smeck is one of the highlights 
of the parley, with some _ fancy 
finger work on banjo, guitar, uke and 
harmonica. Guy has good salesman- 
ship and knows how to pull new 
switches of well-worn items like 
“Honeysuckle Rose,” “Sentimental 
Journey” and a listenable “Holiday 
for Strings.” 

Hal Haviland’s paper capers get 
okay reaction but the routine is trifle 


spotty and could be smoothed out 
for better result Ducat & Kaye 
click in some comedy terpology 
Lenny Lane intros the acts in 
smooth fashion but only so-so in 
his own warbling stint Does a 
‘Martha” aria “Gianina Mia” ana 
an Irish song 
Line still beiuw pa-. L« He 

orcen its a fair show Biz ood 

La a 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 6. 

Andrews Sisters, Les Paul & Trio; 
Bob Evans, Mack & Desmond; Vic 
Scheen House Orch; “Wife Wanted” 
(Mono). 

With top billing going to the An- 
drews Sisters and Patty Andrews, 
the blonde of the trio, doing the em- 
ceeing cl ‘ 
the Earle stacks up to a brisk 
of variety Business good 
caught opening day (6) 


‘ ‘ < + , ? 
we <q ianZzi al 


hou 
when 


ores, this 


Looking nifty in blue costumes, the 
Andrews gals start things off dynam- 
ically with a snappy rendition of | 
“Show Business.” followed by a con- 
trasting number, good old-fashioned 
Jingle Bells.” 

These gals, who've been around for 
years, still pack plenty of punch, and | 
|put over their stuff in the style that | 
|}made them top-notchers. Patty han- | 
most of the comedy patter, but | 
|sister Laverne gets laughs with her 
|}so-called poetry, while Maxine gets 
| them too with her clever mugging. 
The trio puts over “South Amer- 
lica, Take It Away” and “Rum and 
| Coca-Cola” in fine style, but -clown- 
|ing up of a medley from “The Jolson 
Story.” with special emphasis on 
their handling of “Sonny Boy” really 
wows the customers. Tricky costume 
effect is achieved for this number 
with the girls donning tuxedo coats, 
white collars, flowing red ties and 
white gloves. 

Les Paul and Trio, with Paul do- 
ing the honors on the electrical gui- 
tar, offer a fine instrumental group. 
Best number is “Rumors Are Fly- 
ing,” with the Andrews Sisters war- 


dles 





| Open with precision tapstering that’s | 
|plenty okay, follow with stairdance 
}on 


State. N. Y. 
Bert Wheeler, Dolly Dawn, Eddie 





Hanley with Erminie Randolph, 
Think-A-Drink Hoffman, Lewis & 
Van, Kanzawa Trio, Louis Basil’s 


| House Orch; “Gallant Bess” (M-G), 
reviewed in Variety, Sept. 4, °46. 
Plenty diversity on current layout 

at the State, with Bert Wheeler 

sparking proceedings with his slick 
|emceeing and tying show into a neat 
package that gets plenty audience 





appreciation. He eschews his usual 
own spot on the bill to parlay his 
material and funstering throughout 
Working in and out of the other acts, 
Wheeler achieves balance and adds | 
nlenty fun that the outfronters eat] 
up 

| 

] 


Kanzawa Trio tee off their stand- 
ard Oriental gymnastics, with two | 
of the lads juggling other member | 
on feet, punctuated by thrill stunts | 
and clever catches, to merit neat re- 
lturns. Lewis and Van, male team, | 
also click with their neat hoofology. | 


miniature stairways and _ finish 
with challenge stuff that sends them 
ff to hefty response. 

Eddie Hanley, eccentric comic, 
aided by the nifty-looking Erminie | 





Randolph, add to the _ funstering 
with comedy gab and_ general 
clownantics They enlist Wheeler 


in a burley restaurant bit for walk- 
off. This could be eliminated with- 
out being 

Dolly Dawn, songstress, is solid in 
her song stanza, comprising “Coffee 


missed. 


Song,” pop medley, “Pigfoot Pete” | 
and “Sorrento” for sock applause. | 
She returns for for foolery with | 


Wheeler on “Embraceable You” for 


; encore, 

Think - A- Drink Hoffman _ closes | 
with his familiar illusion of | 
ing cordials and cocktails from 
pitcher of water and distributing | 
among audience. Latter names the | 
potion and Hoffman produces it. | 
Two. attractive gals, acting as 


waitresses, distribute the libations. 
Throughout show Wheeler is 
plagued by an unbilled deadpan 
stooge, with garb reminiscent of a 
funeral director, whose heckling of 
the comic adds to the merriment. 
Louis Basil and pitcrew provide 
usual good backgrounding for acts. 
Edba. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Tony Martin, Sid Caesar, Gil Mai- 
son, Sondra Barrett, Lou Breese 
Orch: “Thrill of Brazil” (Col). 


Nifty stagebill and “Thrill of Bra- 
zil”’ on the screen provide neat 





bling “Begin the Beguine” pleased 
also. 

Bob Evans made a big hit with his 
dummy, red-headed “Jerry O'Leary.” 
Evans kids himself and the orches- 
tra throughout the patter, but his 
outstanding bit is the singing by him- 
self and “O’Leary.” He has nice 
sense of comedy, and good timing. 
Gets over for solid returns. 

Connie Mack, cute blonde, and 
Benny Desmond, a deadpan comic, 
go through a comedy tap routine, in- 
cluding Desmond taking a turn at 
the piano for a bit of boogie-woogie. 
How this fits into a terp act is some- 
thing a little beyond this reviewer, 
but his antics at the piano get laughs. 

Schoen handles the house orch in 
neat fashion. Shal. 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, Dec. 6. 
Byrnes Twins, Ziggy Lane, Fon- 
taines (3), Dave Apollon & Co. (5), 


Sam Jack Kaufman House Orch: 
“Gollant Bess” (M-G). 
Bill at Capitol follows regular 


house format, with enough variety 
to make it click. House orch on 
stage dresses up show and_ helps 
give it revue motif. 

Dave / ollon, with his trio of 
Filipino string strummers, and an 
eye-filling blond pianiste, gets top 
billing. Act is Apollon’s standard 
combo of comedy and music, with 
some of the gags brought up to date. 
Apollon’s dialect routine gets re- 
turns, but payees go better for musi- 
cal numbers, with comic doing his 
stuff on the guitar. Standout is 
“Hungarian Rhapsody.” Vocalist in 
group does well with “To Each His 
Own” and “It Had to Be You.” 
Some of troupe’s clowning fell flat. 
but imitation of Ted Lewis. a la 
Filipino, singing “Five Minutes 
More,” got plenty laughs. Gal does 
okay on the ivories. 

Ziggy Lane, back from the wars. 
has a nice way with a group of 
well selected numbers. Voice is easy 
to take, but tenor appeals to more 
mature tastes, rather than bobby- 
soxers, so reception is warm but 
restrained. Sings “Coffee in Brazil.” 





“The Whole World Is Singing My 
Song,” “Buttermilk Sky” and en- 
;cores with “White Christmas” 


| against an appropri te drop 

Fontaines, mixed trio of acro bal- 
| let dancers, came close to stopping 
show. Team performs with speed, 
and offers a novel combination of 
good ballet and neat balancing. Gal, 
whose good looks and trim figure 
make her look anything but an 
Amazon, bears the brunt of the 
stunts, balancing both men in vari- 
ous feats. 

Byrnes Twins, in terp routine, fill 
opening slot neatly. Lowe. 


package here. The class of the show 
and a strong headliner, Tony Mar- 
tin gives the distaffers cause for 
sighing and dream-spinning with his 
baritone. 

Sondra Barrett, tall and glamor- 
ous, gets away from the usual “Tea 
For Two” routine with a whirling 
tap spin that gets heavy applause. 

Lou Breese’s boys do a medley of 
something old, something new and 
something classical with Charles 
Wagner featured on cymbal and 
drum arrangements in the medley. 

Gil Maison has added a new 
switch to his animal act by using a 
Negro boy to hold a dummy as he 
pretends to do a ventro bit. Maison 
walks off leaving the kid bewildered 
as the dummy keeps on chattering. 
Comic element in act is uncoopera- 
tive attitudes of the animals. Best 
of the lot is monk in zoot suit which 
jitterbugs and does a double take 
every time Maison mentions Frank 
Buck. 

Sid Caesar, who was formerly a 
sax and clarinetist, turned to com- 
edy in the service show “Tars and 
Spars” while he was in the service. 
The audience goes for him in a big 
way. 

Martin closes show and sews it 
up with “To Each His Own,” Sep- 
tember Song” and other pops. En- 
cores with “Rumors Are Flying.” He 
could have stayed on indef as far as 
audience was concerned, but pre- 
ferred to leave ’em happy. Hunt. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 6. 


Sybil Bowan, Ciro Rimac with Al- 
zira Camargo, Charlie Boy & Darita, 
Sonny Sparks, Jay Clarke, Johnson 
& Mitek; Fayne & Foster; Les Rhode 
House Orch; “Earl Carroll's Sketch 
Book” (Rep). . 

Diverting layout here this week 
|adds up to well balanced vaude that 
| pleases in most spots. 





1 of dialect 











Sybil Bowan, vet vauder, garners 
plenty applause with top impreshes 
lof a nurse’s aide, Hildegarde, Car- 
men Miranda, Gracie Fields and 
| Beatrice Lillie. Patter is smooth, all 
lof it adding up to a giggle making 
|session, artfully projected for full 
| values. 

Emcee Sonny Sparks, new in this | 
|}area, handles chore in neat fashion | 
|'and in own spot registers with com- | 
edy songs and dance satires. 
| Johnson and Mitek, pace setters, | 
|get nice reception for their acro- | 
}antics. Fayne and Foster, glass tin- | 
| klers, always go well here. Male half 





the 88. 





Davis, and look better here than 
they did in the cafe. Alzira Camar- 
go's latinairs went more effectively, 
as did Charley Boy's acro stint. 
Weakest part of the unit is still Do- 
rita and some of Rimac’s dancing. 


But on overall, group got over 
nicely. 

Odd booking is mentalist Jay 
Clarke Working in one, after 


vauders, his answers to aud ques- 
tions garnered him mild reaction. 
Stint seems more suited to intimate 
spots than a big house. 

Les Rhode and house orch back- 
ground acts capably. Biz good when 
caught Lary 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Dec. 5 
Louis Prima Orch with Judy Lynn, 


Jack Powers, Jimmy Vincent; Ben 
Beri, Perry Franks & Janice; “In-| 
visible Informer” (Rep). 

Louis Prima is again knocking 


them off their seats—in spades. The 
lanky trumpeter-vocalist has a faith- 
ful following here and they are 
turning out in droves. For the 
good reason that Prima’s shows are 
known to be among the liveliest on 
the circuit. 


Prima’s showmanship is apparent 


in every move he makes, holding 
the show together witl spontaneous 
clowning, working hard and smil- 


ingly and trading friendly gags with 
his ‘pals down front. His high spot 
in the show is reached in a couple 
bits—“Angelina,” an old 
favorite of the Primates, and “Mar- 
garita,” in the same tarantella 
rhythm and just as lowdown. 

The bill also marks the first local 


shot with his new vocalist, Judy 
Lynn, Newark girl who began sev- 
eral years ago at the Blue Mirror, 
a top nitery here. The gal has lots 
of stuff in looks and voice and 
should go far. Her “Begin the 


Beguine” was a little off the beaten 
path and her “Apple Blossom Time” 
duet, although obscured by Prima’s 
japes, gets over neatly. 

The other half of the duet was 
Jack Powers, good-looking baritone 
who also offers “Sorrento” in Eng- 
lish and Italian. The band bits are 
highlighted by Jimmy Vincents’ wow 
drum solo, “Sing, Sing, Sing,” a ter- 
rific ear battering. 

Ben Beri, juggler, 
dexterity is matched only by his 
sense of the comic, clicks solidly. 
Perry Franks and Janice beat out 
sparkling terp routines with delicacy 


whose unerring 


and charm. Bran. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Eddie Heywood Orch (7) with 


Rena Collins, Taps Miller Orch (16), 
Jimmie Lewis, Al & Billie Richards, 
2 Jacks, Joyner & Hamid, Spider 
Bruce & Co.; “Passkey to Danger” 
(Rep). 

Mild offering at Harlem's vaudfilm 
flagship this week is sparked by 
Eddie Heywood's expert pianistics 
and topdrawer chirping of his 
femme vocalist, Rena Collins. Also 
on the podium is Taps Miller’s out- 
fit while balance of bill hews to the 
standard Apollo layout comprising a 
terp team, acro turns, comedy bit, 
etc. 

Miller’s 16-man outfit tees off show 
with “Stay On It” where eight brass, 
three rhythm and five reed are in 
there solid with plenty of volume 
and little finesse. Band also con- 
tribs “Count Basie,” written by 
Miller, and ‘‘There’s Nothin’ Like a 
Woman.” Batoner, a_ versatile 
maestro, toots a trumpet, does a lit- 
tle stepping and handles vocals. 

Jimmie Lewis, lusty-piped guitar- 
ist with a nice sense of rhythm, 
strums a pleasing “I Ain't Mad.” 
Garners fair applause. Al & Billie 
Richards, attractive boy and_ gal 
team, prance through some _ tepid 
stepping and close with femme tap- 
ping a tom-tom routine to partner’s 
accompaniment on the skins, 

Two Jacks, ofay acro balancing 
turn, execute difficult precision rou- 
tines. Younger partner handles con- 
tortion on pole held by mate reach- 
ing climax with a one-hand hori- 
zontal handstand atop pole balanced 
on other's noggin. Though a nice 
change of pace for house, guys drew 
only mild palm whacks. Joyner & 
Hamid, soldier comedy skit, though 
burdened with corny gags, please 
the payees nevertheless, Switching 
the locale from domestic trials to the 
doctor's office, Spider Bruce & Co. 
ham through the weekly comedy 
blackout for solid returns. 

In closing spot, Heywood, an in- 
gratiating maestro, is a standout on 
Small combo, consisting of 
three rhythm and four brass with 
leader at the ivories, excells with a 
smartly arranged “What Is This 
Thing Called Love?” and “Sunny 
Side of the Street.” Also shines with 
“Loch Lomond” which resolves itself 
into a medley running gamut from 
“Stars and Stripes Forever” to the 
“Campbell’s Are Coming.” On this 
opus drummer contribs a neat bit of 
skin-beating. 

Rena Collins, whom Heywood in- 
troed as having “found her up on 
140th street.” is a dusky miss with an 


| Bogart. 
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RKO, Boston 
Boston, Dec. 6. 
Frances Langford, Jon Hall, Claire 
Sisters (3), Merry Madcaps, Ladd 
Lyon, Johnny Morgan, Larry Flint 
House Orch; “San Quentin” (RKO), 





Stage show different each day of 
“San Quentin” this week on a pro- 
motional basis for world premiere of 
the film, with Lawrence Tierney 
guesting first day. Others to follow 
are Barton MacLane, Frank Moran, 
Bill Williams, Barbara Hale, Ed 
Gargan, Warden Lawes and Mike 
NMazurki. 

Judging by Tierney’s routine, the 
appearances are walk-ons with some 
chatter and whatever specialties the 
actors can think up. In Tierney’s 
case this was an_ impersonation 
routine involving imitations of Ed- 
ward G. Robinson and Humphrey 
Fans liked him and gave 
walk off arm-in-arm to sick applause 


Frances Langford, first time here 
in years, goes very big warbling 
such tunes as “Blue Skies.” “I'm In 
the Mood for Love” and “You Be- 


long to My Heart.” Finishes on up- 
beat when she introduces her hus- 
band, Jon Hall, for brief but amus- 
ing patter session and joins him in 
a duet on “I Like Mike,” which goes 


well despite Hall’s not exactly re- 
markable vocal attainment. They 
walk off to sock applause. 

Acts leading up to the ace spot 
are fast and well contrasted. Three 
Claire Sisters do nicely in a song 
and dance routine; Johnny Morgan 
gives out with sophisticated patter, 


fools with the band, and does a song 
or so that go well: the Merry Mad- 
caps are okay in a harmonica ses- 
sion plus comedy, and Ladd Lyon, 
with audience participation acro- 
batic act, maintains the high quality 


of the layout. It’s a good show no 
matter how you figure it with the 
added interest of the personal ap- 
pearances throughout the week 
Biz considerably under previous 
week Elie. 
Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Dec. 7 
Gene Krupa Orch, with Carolyn 
Grey, Charlie Kennedy, Buddy 
Eanelli, Johnny Woods, James & 
Beverly Paysee; “Step by Step” 


(RKO) 


Gene Krupa's solid jive is satisfy- 
ing the customers in his current 
stand at the Circle. The popular tub- 
thumper offers a well-paced musical 
program, featuring slick arrange- 
ments of several tunes everybody 
isn’t playing these days. The band 
gets ample support from Johnny 
Woods and the Paysees in a show 
that’s an all-around pleaser. 

Standout among the band’s chores 
is a smart treatment of Sibelius’s 
“Valse Triste,” with the trumpets 
carrying the melody while the rest 
of the band beats a sharp rhythm un- 
til Krupa takes over personally in a 
cadenza for kettledrums. The maes- 
tro as usual alternates between the 
drummer’s mount and emcee spot, 
serving with equal efficiency in both 
capacities. The band also stirs ex- 
citement when it comes to “Boogie 
Blues,” furnishing a torrid back- 
ground for Carolyn Grey's sultry 
singing of the vocals. Miss Grey also 
impresses with “Tea for Two” and 
“He's Funny That Way.” It's a nice 
spot for the gal, with no vocal com- 
petition on the bill. She makes the 
most ef it. 

Johnny Woods, making his first 
local appearance since pre-war days 
at the Lyric, gets a big reception for 
his slick takeoffs on radio commer- 
cials and apt mimicry of screen and 
network personalities. Corb. 


Million Dollar, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

Nick Mrakich Trio, Nat Vito, Jorge 
& Tete de Ande, Pete Campos, 
Sophia Revell, Marvin Fullilove, 
Doris Carle, Harry La Floihic, Fred- 
dy Hernandez, Jo Ann Redding, Al 
Lyons’ House Orch (9): “The Kill- 
ers” (U) and “Lady Luck” (RKO), 





— 


This house notice amounts to a 
New Acts review. Talent on display 
was all drawn from amateur contest- 
ants of theatre’s weekly Amateur 
night. With few exceptions, the tal- 
ent is sti amateur. - 

One on this bill, Doris Carle, has 
drawn a canary pact with the Earle 
Spencer orch as a result of her vocal- 
ing on the Million Dollar stage. Gal 
makes a good appearance and has 
strong blues voice that clicks on “I Got 
a Man” and “Vogt Vogt.” Nick Mra- 
kich Trio, a group of hep youngsters 
infected with rhythm, come through 
solidly with piano, bass and drum 
work on “Boogie” and “The Man I 
Love.” Also on the musical side is 
boogie pianist Sophia Revell. Her 
touch is good with strong left hand 
but some of the merit of her presen- 
tation at show caught was lost by 
the off-beat. loud drumming of skin- 
man in Al Lyons’ house band. 

Fast tapping of Marvin Fullilove 
is on the professional side and he 
also vocals special version of “The 
Sunny Side of the Street.” Nat Vito, 


|an uninhibited singer, pleases with 


| workout 


on “Cement Mixer” and 
“Hey Baba Re Bop.” Jorge and Tete 


<a : 
idl) | oriental mien who knows how to | de Ande, young Mexican dancers; 
| essays some comedy patter for a fair | , & - 


;}measure of laughs. Ring the bell} 
; with “Bells Of St. Mary’s.” 

Ciro Rimac and his group come| 
over from an engagement at Kitty 


move her hips as well as her vocal | Freddy 


cords. Shows a dreamy, sugary style 
in chanting “Always” and had the 
wolves in the house baying for more. 
Heywood has a find in her. 


| 


Hernandez, prize _ fighter- 
singer: Pete Campos, violin: Harry 
La Floihic and Jo Ann Redding com- 
plete turns getting a chance at pro- 
fessional showing. Brog. 
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A TAIL OF 
TWO CITIES ! 








~€ EXTRAL 


Biggest business 
of any M-G-M 
picture in Music 


Hall history! 
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our own chain to keep things mov- 
ing.” 

Majors’ habit of handing out 
plaques and scrolls to showmanship 
contest winners made those cam- 
paigns to hypo drum-beating inef- 
fective, according to Springer. “The 
theatre manager is interested in 
cash. 
really tempting prizes, the returns 
by way of showmanship would repay 
them threefold.” 

















If the distributors would offer | 





| New York Theatres 


points, other operations are not nec- 
essarily out. U-I has already entered 
the new business of non-theatrical 
16m distribution via United World 
Pietures and some execs see likeli- | 
hood of competition from other ma- 
jors. Equipment manufacturing com- 
panies may also feel the brunt of 
expansion moves. 














Sydney Greenstreet 
Peter Lorre * Joan Lorring 
In Warner Bros. New Hit 
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VINCENT LOPEZ 
Aud His Orchestra 
Direct From Hollywood! 
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' stockholders of record Dec. 13. 


nuity equal to 1% of his 1945 com- 
pensation multiplied by the number 
of years employed at the company. 


in turn, are associates of Irving 
Prinzmetal, Miss Pickford’s attorney 
on the Coast, and came into the pic- 





Ceiling has been fixed so that no | 
payments are made for that part of | 
salaries exceeding $50,000. | 

Revision of the RKO plan was ef- 
fected this week. New provisions 
scale eligibility so that those under 
56 when plan became effective, Dec. 
| 1, °43, qualify at 65; between 55 and 
60, ten years later; and those 
60, at 70. RKO guarantees benefi- 
minimum of $60 monthly 
when added to social security pay- 
ments. Payments are siepped up- 
ward, based on a percentage of sal- 
aries earned. 

All the majors 


over 


have group life 
insurance and _ hospitalization sys- 
tems set up. Customary arrange- 
ment is for the company to foot the 
bill for a minimum amount of in- 
surance with the employee kicking 
in for additional insurance when he 
so chooses. 


‘Product Pinch h 


Continued from page 9 P——— 7 


Doll” to offer, while the only film on 

ithe 20th roster is “Razor’s Edge. 
| Metro, according to the exhib, is the 
only one opening up at all, with a 
string of three or four pictures, in- 
cluding “Secret Heart,” “Love 
Laughs at Andy Hardy,” “Lady in 
the Lake,” etc. 

Even the smaller companies, such 
as Republic, PRC and Monogram, 
are holding back on releases. Rep, 
which usually has a long list of pix 
from which to choose at the first of 
every year, hasn’t announced any 
pix for 1947 release to date. Exhib 
is consequently forced to rely to a 
large extent on reissues in order to 
continue his policy of changing twice 
a week, 

Taking into account the statements 
of production officials that it will be 
necessary for exhibs in all situations 
to milk each picture for as long a 
| run as possible, the smalltowners de- 
clare that such a move is impossible 
in their situations, Average locality, 
they point out, has only a certain 
audience from which it can draw. 
If the house advertises it will play a 
picture for four days, for example, 
instead of its usual three days, the 
film will not gross any more, since a 
part of that specified audience will 
merely postpone seeing the picture 
for another day. 
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LOEW'S 37140 DIVVY 

Quarterly dividend of 37%%c per 
share on outstanding common stoek 
has been declared by Loew’s board 
of directors. 


Dividend is payable Dee. 31 to! 


ture in that way. 
On Board in ‘44 


Pennypacker acceded to the board 
in 1944, also as a result of disagree- 
ment among UA’s stockholders. Up 
until 1943 it took a unanimous vote 
of the owners before a distribution 
contract could be given a producer, 
Single owner's veto power, in Miss 
Pickford’s estimation, was not al- 
ways wisely used and was keeping 
the company from. getting 
g00d product. 

AS result, in a little-publicized 
action, she asked a court in Dela- 
ware, where UA is incorporated, for 
a deglaratory judgment voiding the 
resolution by which the unanimity 
principal was adopted. She needed 
an attorney, of course, to handle the 
matter and Pennypacker was rec- 
ommended because of the proximity 
,of Philly to Delaware. Penny- 
mma, | Packer succeeded in getting the 
, court to declare that a simple ma- 
| jority (five members) of the nine- 

man board could vote in a new pro- 


some 








ducer. Shortly after that, Penny- 
packer was named as Miss Pick- 
ford’s rep on the directorate. 

UA’s management, however, which 
has never favored the attempt at 
booting Selznick, $s taking no 
chances. Grad Sears, v.p. in charge 


of distribution, and the entire top 
executive personnel of the sales and 
publicity -advertising departments 
are currently on the Coast, where 
they were thin inane necessary 





Striking Managers at 6 
Bronx Theatres to Vote 


New York State Labor Relations 
Board, upon petition of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Operating Managers 
& Asst. Managers Guild, issued a de- 
cision last Saturday (7) directing 
that one election be held at six 
strikebound theatres owned and 
operated by the Combined Bronx 
Amusements Co. in upper N. Y. City. 
Managers of the Craft, Beach, Al- 
pine, Park, Melba and Allerton the- 
atres have been on strike since Nov. 
1, charging the company with dis- 
crimination and firing of union mem- 
bers. 

Sweeping aside the company's 
contention that managers were ex- 
ecutives, not employees, and there- 
fore not entitled to union protection, 
the SLRB directed that an election 
to decide the collective bargaining 
agency for the managers be held 
within 20 days. The SLRB further 
held that only strikers would be per- 
mitted to vote, barring the replace- 
ments installed by the 
during the strike. 





company | 


several leading Canadian and British 
industrialists, who said that the over- 


seas sale of “Caesar and Cleopatra” 
and “Henry V” was the best job 
the film business did for British 
; export. But, he added, when the 
two pictures was shown in New 
York, it was U. S. textile manu- 
facturers, milliners, and jewelers 
who were able to cash in on the 
style ideas suggested by the films, 

Another facet to the British short- 





es 


ages problem was highlighted by a 
staternent of David Lean, Cineguild 
producer (Rank combine) who said: 
“If I am making a modern film, 
I iike to have modern British goods 
on the screen the best of which 
Britain can make. But it is not easy 
io obtain the latest British goods 
to put on the set. I have found it 
very hard to acquire new British 
cars. I wanted a first class British 
car for a scene in “Blithe Spirit” 
but it was just impossible.” 

British industry, however, is now 
on the upgrade and is once again 
in p9%sition to revive the pre-war 
system of loaning any equipment 
needed to the leading film producers. 
Importance of films as a showcase 
for other industrial products is 
another reason why British film pro- 
duction was given the gun by the 
leading group of British industri- 
alists and financiers. 











| Johnston Stresses 








aa: Continued from page 4 =a! 


will so tell the board today that it 
is imperative to give British pix the 
break on American screens which 
will guarantee greater rentals. The 
people there are living under an 
austerity regime of the most strin- 
gent sort in the hope that sacrifices 
now will mean a better future and 
are willing to undergo considerable 
hardship to achieve their ends. 
American. distribs, Johnston feels, 
must take into consideration this 
determination, British will just not 
continue to send out dollars to a 





particular industry which is not 
sending them dollars in return, he'll 
report. 
Biggies at MPA Meet 
Washington, Dec. 10. 


Following are scheduled to attend 
the MPA board meeting here tomor- 


row (11): Barney Balaban, Jack 
Cohn, Ned E. Depinet, John J. 
O'Connor, E, W. Hammons, Austin 
C. Keough, Robert W. Perkins, 
Nicholas M. Schenck and Spyros 
Skouras, J. Robert Rubin may also 
come. 

Following MPA-salaried officials 
will be present: Eric Johnston, 
George Borthwick, Francis S. Har- 


mon, Carl E. Milliken, Joyce O'Hara 
and Byron Price. 


’ 
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- Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Latest to add his voice to the clamor raised by legit spokesmen against 
the alleged inroads made on Broadway by Hollywood is legit producer Max 
Gordon, In a bylined piece in last Sunday's (8) N. Y. Times, Gordon 


Would Cut ‘Years’ 


Almost everybody concerned 
with “Best Years of Our Lives,” 
including director Willie Wyler, 
prexy Jim Mulvey of Goldwyn 
Productions, et al., are willing 





attributed what he termed the “steady decline in the theatre” to the “in- 
exorable fact that the movies and the radio have robbed the theatre of ail 


never really be successful on a part time basis.” 

regarding the current lack of fresh writing talent. Gordon claimed the 
stage offered a tyro writer no guarantee that his first play would be suc- 
cessful aud if the show fails, the author learns nothing from his mistakes. 


“Inherently, however,” he said, “in his first play there is usually some 
good writing that makes him an easy target for the Hollywood agent to 
sell him down the river to the picture companies.’ 


Only kope held out by Gordon was 
duced in New York, “I think when that happens,” he 
will be in a position to afford to write for the 
will welcome a chance to improve their talents as 


“the 
and the 


declared 
theatre 


actors.” 


autho. 


actors 


hting the current move to increased exploitation by 
RKO opened its bally campaign on “Sinbad the Sailor” last week with a 
letter executive veepee Ned Depinet to than 12.000 
clubs, schoolteachers, and librarians throughout the country. Letter was 
sent with a folder showing comic-strip ads being run in 120 newspapers 
for a special pitch to moppet trade 


Spotl all the majors, 


irom more 


In the folder, Depinet asks the teachers, et al. to “be among the first 
to see it in your community and recommend it to all who follow 
your guidance in selecting their screen entertainment.” In their written | 


spiel, RKO’s letter emphasizes film’s draw on “entire family”’ and implies | 


a request for tacit approval of the advertising. Campaign opener under- 
trend to hypoed promotion, and especially to 
filmgoers 


lines the teacher 


on the noppet 


Ingrid Bergman gets 15% straight trom “Joan of Lorraine.” which she'll 
do for The Playwrights Co. on Broadway until May 7, when she is due to 
return for a Walter Wanger film chore, ‘The Ballad and the Source.” Show 
nets around $7,000 weekly and cost a little over $50,000 to produce so it 
will be a healthy profit-maker in short order. Idea is to revive it period- 
ically in Chi, the Coast, etc., Whenever Miss Bergman finds a few weeks 
between pictures, and thus do the Maxwell Anderson play as a regular 
repertory piece 


RKO-Pathe is readying special hypo for its December issue of 
America,” first motion picture report on postwar Germany. which is ex- 
pected to raise a mild storm when it goes into general release. Reason for 
the expected hubub is the fact that film, called “Germany Today,” doesn’t 
give an entirely complimentary picture of the progress Germany has made 
toward recovery under the current four-power setup. 


Rank’s Packages 


Continued from page 3} =! 





























REFRESHMENT CONCESSIONS 


i~ 


emanating from Hollywood, unit will 
groups 
artistically 
Main 
block of six films, 


canvass community concert 
for the 
pretentious stratum of 


Offer 


who rep more 


MICHIGAN STADIUM 
linn Crbor Wich 


will be for 
spaced out over a season, providing 
organizations can guarantee 
mum number of subscriptions. 
Unit figures Women’s clubs and 
charity groups are a natural for the 
plan. Conviction has been consider- 
ably strengthened by fact upper 
crust Junior League has already 
hooked on to plan and is forwarding 
letters to 159 chapters proposing 


nt | 
AEFRESHNEN a mae , 
OUTOODA Rerme® support as means of raising charity 


age STON AIRES 


0’ e funds. Prestige will charge either 
ating UNITS flat rental or percentage based on 


rates ANO number of seats 


size of town. 

Possibility of exhib squawks over 
new-type distribution which = cuts 
them out is discounted both by 
Prestige and Universal, parent com- 


} playing time and 
rics FOR hay 


CENTURY 
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ARTE 


Bont OU 
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-.. But look who WAS! 





THE Voice: he sings our praises 

THE G-Man: he didn't need a magnifying glass 
to detect Lefcourt's superior shoe styling ... 
THE leader of Cafe Society's wolf pack; 

he dances through life in Lefcourt Shoes. 

Men who realize that a man's appearance is 
built from the ground up... that's who was here. 
And Lefcourt must have something that 


makes them come back again and again and again! 


= om 


400 MADISON AVENUE, N.Y. 17 














| 
; :; | 
its talents, either for full time or part time, and the legitimate theatre can | 


| footage. 
} 


that pictures will some day be pro- | 


women’s | 


influence 
j 


“This Is ; 


Street. | 


mini- | 


to cul 30 minutes of the picture, 
which runs 234 hours, aS a means 
to secure a greater turnover. 
Samuel Goldwyn alone is ada- 
mant on retaining the entire 








'Goldwyn’s Boston Test 
Of ‘Years’ Twice-Daily 


| Decision of Samuel Goldwyn to 
| experiment with a roadshow policy 
for “Best Years of Our Lives” in 
Boston has resulted from large num- 


| ber of inquiries being received at the | 


| Astor, N. Y., regarding availability 
of reserved seats for the pic there. 
If the Boston engagement works out, 
“Best Years” will go into as many 
more cities as it is possible to book 
on a two-a-day reserved seat policy. 


the 
three hours—is behind 
reserved seats, since 


| Length of picture — almost 
the call for 


the near- 


capacity business that the Astor has 
been doing results in patrons being 
iforced to wait long periods before 
ithey can get sitting space. Many of 
them turn away, while others get 
fretful at waiting, which Goldwyn 


feels causes them to be less recep- 
tive to the picture 


In contrast to the $2.40 being 
charged Saturday nights and Sun- 


| days at the Astor, with $1.80 top dur- 
jing the week, Boston engagement at 


'the Esquire will have an admish 
sked of $1.80 afternoons and $2.40 
j}evenings all week. House has only 
900 seats and at this scale can do 
about $21,000 

Opening at the Esquire is slated 


| for around Christmas. “Henry V” 
(UA) just completed a 36-week run 
at the house, also at the $2.40 
Goldwyn is taking the Esquire on 
the same four-walls basis on which 

had it, operating it 


United Artists 
and paying all costs, 

Meantime. in accordance with 
terms of a previous contract, “Years” 
will open at the Woods, Chicago, on 
a grind basis with a $1.80 top. That 
| will also apply to the Beverly on the 


| Coast. where it will open principally 
| for the purpose of getting into the 
Academy Award competition 


{ Another factor which influenced 
Goldwyn on the reserved. seat ex- | 
periment is that the Music Hall, | 


N. Y., is now more solidly sold out 
that at any time in its history in the 
$2.40 reserved loge locations. 











| has 


top. | 








| Wyler Sees War 


Continued from page 9 











foster a public demand for films on 
the subject.” 

Wyler admitted that his experi- 
} ences during the past vears When he 
}served actively overseas as colonel 
and film historian for the War Dept. 
has made it impossible for him to 
ever make a picture again unless it 
had some bearing on the problems 
of the vet. “There has been some 
criticism over the length of ‘Best 


no end to the story. I could 
made the picture last eight hours, or 
I could start a new 
left off, and go on with three other 
veterans. The events of the last few 





many are in a position to do so.” 
Wyler’s AVC citation was tendered 


| honest perspective and consumately 
developed technical skill in depict- 


> ear ’ 99 

| ing the veteran of World War II.” His 
wartime pic, “Memphis Belle.’ has 
j been rated one of the tops in Army | 
films 


Names at AMPA Lunch 


the dais at the 
Picture Adver- 


stars on 


Motion 


Picture 
Associated 


tisers annual Christmas luncheon 
Fridav (13) at Town Hall Club, 
N. Y.. will include Mauveen O'Hara, 


{Charles Laughton. Simone Simon 
and Martha Scott 


Stanwyck’s 2d for Ent 
Dex it. 
Barbara Stanwyck has been set as 


Hollv wood 


star in the second production tor 
, Enterprise, Technicolor film titled 
i “Cattle Kate.” 

Wolfgang Reinhardt will produce 


| the film. 


Years,’ he said, “but there really is | 
have | 


one where this | 


|} years have been the most impor- 
tant in centuries.” 

| “Others on the Coast feel as I do,” 
| Wyler continued. “These men who 
| won't forget the past few years are | 
| determined to treat with war, its 
|causes and results in films. And 


for “directorial genius predicated on | 


Minneapolis. 
RKO Theatres through a subsidi- 
ary, St. Paul Theatres Co. pur- 
chased the 2,526-seat RKO-Orpheum 
in St. Paul from that city. Company 
had it under lease operating 
house on a film and occasional stage 





show policy buiit 29 years ago. 
Municipality took bids on property 
i which includes a large hotel and 
| stores, the RKO Theatres bid ofl 
| $826,000, submitted by A. W. Daw- 
son, RKO Theatre. vice-president 
N. Y.. being high 

The present operation of the the- 
|atre will continue, with the house 
| completely modernized as soon as 
materials are available. it was an- 


| nounced by John D. Redmond, RKO 
Theatres district manager here. City 
|} of St. Paul came into possession ol 
property because owner of the land 
on which the theatre was built and 


because deal called for Orpheum 
circuit, which built the showhouse 
to turn building over to munici- 


| pality after 25 years. 

Gillespie Moved to Dallas 
Dallas 
the Atlanta 
here as @Xe 


B. Gillespie of 


transferred 


James 
| exchange 


| ploitation chief for this territory 
ifor the 20th-Fox. He = succeeds 
|Richard Owens who resigned after 
| six years. Rodney Bush, exploita- 


| tion chief from the homeoffice. is 
| here to help realign setup. 


MacKee’s Theatre Deal 


| theatres have been made by MacKee 
Theatres with indie exhibitors in the 
mid-Atlantic seaboard area. Houses 
| will run from 550 seats to 1,000 and 
| will include airconditioning equip- 
ment. Company, newly formed, also 


i; your 


| manner. In 


St. Paul Orpheum Goes to RKO For 
$826,000; Other Xchange, Film Briefs 


theatre-going public. Many pictures 
that you endorse are unacceptable 
to our theatre patrons. Your endorse- 
ment encourages producers to con- 
tinue making this type of picture. 
On the other hand, pictures that are 
pleasing to our public are often 
spoken of by you in a derogatory 
the final analysis the 
persons influenced by your rating of 
pictures are not the public to whom 
remarks are addressed but 
producers.” 


the 
Lhe 


Levy Vice Ramsay 
Herman F. Levy has been 
for advertising manage 


tanned 
post for 


Universal-International studios. 
Levy, for the past two years ass’t 
| advertising manager at U’s studios, 


|replaces Clark Ramsay who stepped 


|out to head the Coast office of the 
Monroe Greenthal Advertising 
| Agency 


Lease-purchase contracts for 20 | 


| plans construction of 350-seaters in | 


;} small communities and 
! drive-ins for operation by indies, 

First 10 houses will be equipped 
with Simplex sound and projection 
plus portable 16m apparatus 


Ind. Ex..ib.-Fidler Feud 


Indianapolis. Dec. 10. 
long-distance feud between 
Fidler and Associated The- 
i} ater Owners of Indiana continued 
this week when Trueman T. Rem- 
busch, head of latter, proposed by 
| letter that Fidler set up reviewing 
| groups in each exchange center to 
|} give him a cross-section of public 
| opinion or else quit rating pictures 
| altogether. The letter was in reply 
| 
| 
j 
i 
! 





The 
Jimmy 





to Fidler’s broadcast of Dec. 1 in 
which he seemed to take as personal 
an ATOI resolution censuring 
newspaper columnists and_ radio 
commentators who spread publicity 
' harmful to the picture industry. 
“Particularly do we object tg your 
| rating of pictures,” Rembusch wrote, 
|“for this rating reflects your own 


| city taste and in no way reflects a 


| true cross section of the tastes by 


600-car | 


Levy was formerly associated with 
RKO theatres in the middle west. 
Weisfeldt Joins E-L 
M. J. Weisfeldt named special sales 


rep for Eagle-Lion in metropolitan 
New York, starting pronto. New E-L 
exec was with Columbia for past 10 


executive sales capacity. 


O’Gara Aides Rep Execs 

James V. O'Gara has been appoint- 
ed executive assistant to James R. 
Grainger, Republic executive vice- 
president and general sales manager, 
and to Edward L. Walton, assistant 
general sales manager. O'Gara was 
formerly supervisor of Rep’s South 


years 1n an 


American branches with offices in 
Buenos Aires. 

John P. Curtin will continue as 
assistant to both Grainger and Wal- 


ton. 


Pitt Managers to Eagle-Lion 
Pittsburgh 
Weldon Watters, manager of 20th- 
Fox exchange in Albany, appointed 
head of local office, succeeding Her- 
man Beiersdorf, who resigned to be- 
come district sales chief for Eagle- 


| Lion for Louisiana, Texas and Okla- 
| homa. 
igo with 


Other Pitt exchange men to 
E-L are Joe Minsky. once 


| with Warners here. and Bill Shartin, 


| 


UA head recently in Cleveland but 


formerly here. 


















Filinacks 


New PREVUE 
TRAILER SERVICE 






And. ob yes, if 
yeu are a amr Flimack’s the ideal source tor 
your future trailer needs. Write 
us for information and proof of 
Filmack adventagee 















of special trail 





ers, you khaow 
FILMACK'S 


service and 











quality can't be 
beat! 




















Chere’s only one Lord Carleton 


Within its blockfront of ocean 


privacy—40th to 4Ist Streets — 
Swimming Pool . Sun Club - Cabanas. 








| 


Reservations Invited « « »« Walter Jacobs 


Jack Parker. Manager 


Wace 
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AFRA Wins 20%, Pay Hike Cross Board, 


Sound Effects Men 


Having successfully bridged the? 
“infair station” issue, the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, after 
two and a half months of negotla- 
tions for new codes to replace those | 
that expired October 31, has effected | 


a mild compromise on pay scales, in | 
hich. on the whole, members of 
AFRA will get a 20% increase across 

e board on commercial shows, sus- 
tainers, and transcriptions — wit 
certi extra bonuses in some cases 

Other negotiation highlights 

4 defeat as far as AFRA’s plans 
to wipe out differentials are co 
cernec neluding the differences 
xmong regions as well as the differ- 
ences between commercial and sus 
t & Pa! 

sock n the nose’ as tat S 

FRA’s insistence on raising pay [ol 

sound effects men. This last defeat 


s so serious that it may even result 
n sound effects men walking out o1 


AFRA and possibly joining one 01 
more otner ubions, 

lhe 3 d effects men are the 
hk est paid. on the whole, among 
AFRA members. There are about 75 
or 80 such network members in the 
three major production centers— | 
New York, Chicago, and Los An- 
xe. e€s 

After much arguing among the | 


AFRA and the network negotiators, | 
offered the following for | 
effects people: A 20% 
ay increase for all; plus a 5% bonus 
o the entire group of these people | 


he sound 


e nets 
€ 


in New York and Chicago, and a 
10‘% bonus to the group in Los An- 
gteles. Most of the people involved | 


1 
1 
} 
1 
j 
‘ 


want at least a 20% 


bonus, and some | 
insist on 25°. 


Still Meeting Into the Night | 
National board members of AFRA 
were in session in New York most 
of the night Monday (9), the New | 
York meeting ending at 2:30 a.m. 


end those in Chicago and Los An- 
geles lasting even later. The entire 
national board will meet again dur- 
ns this week, and the final terms 
will be laid before membership 
meetings in the three principal cen- 
ters plus San Francisco. 

Some AFRA board members, | 
while feeling they had got the best | 
they could from the nets for the 
sound effects men, feared the latter 
would pull out of AFRA. If this 
happened, the sound people would 
probably split among various unions. 
In New York, the National Assn. of 
Broadcast Engineers and Technicians 
has contracts which could include 
these people at NBC and Mutual, 
while CBS and ABC are organized 
by the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. 

Thus, on the economic issues, 
AFRA had come out a little less than 
second best in negotiations that | 
lasted two and a half months, start- 
ing last Oct. 1. 

On the “unfair station” issue, 
AFRA is given the opportunity to 
cancel contracts with all four nets 
simultaneously beginning Nov. 1. 
1947. The union can cancel contracts 
on only 10 days’ notice, and can re- 
instate the codes on a single day's 
notice. It’s during the cancellation 
interim that an “unfair station” 
could be penalized by having its net- 
work feed cut off through AFRA ac- | 
tion against a single show or a little 
network. 





The vear's “grace” before that 
clause becomes operative includes 
eflorts to educate affiliate stations 


into acceptance of AFRA as the col- 


Perturbed on Deal 


= 


Coincidence? 
Kenyon & Eckhardt is | 
getting ready to put on its first 
time—a 


“Hollywood 


(1) 
dramatic series in some 
ive times veekly 
Story” for Kellogg. 

(2) Do Severn 


puver, SEU a memo 


K&E talent | 
down to 


Personnel this week 


} 
couch 


(3) see ] 


Tooters’ Pay Hike 
May Spell Disk | 


Smallies Doom 


requesting 
for his olfice 


and 2 





Sx ces close to the transcription 
business are of the opinion that 
James C. Petrillo’s victory in win- 
ning a 50% pay hike for musicians 


on platter shows may wind up with 
but four or five of the top com- 
panies folding up their operations 

Last year the transcription com- 
panies paid a totai of $1,500,000 to 
musicians, which means the new tab | 
will cost them an additional $750,000 | 
in the coming year. While such out- | 
fits as Ziv, World, Standard Radio, | 
Lang-Worth, ete. conld take it in| 
stride, it’s contended, tere are other 
companies that will find the going 
too tough in trying to pass on the 
acded hike to clients. 

In spotting open end transcribed 
shows locally around the country. 
the chief selling point to department 
stores, etc., has been the low cost 
per show. But start hiking those | 
figures, it’s argued, and Fliegelmey- 
er’s Five-and-Ten, etc., will decide | 
they can get in cheaper with a live 
program. 


all 





‘Nixing of Women’s Poll | 


Cues Discontinuance 


Of Other Such Checks 


The Women’s National Radio Com- | 
mittee, headed by Yolanda Mero- | 
Irion, which is comprised of 25 
organizations, including the United 
Council of Church. Women with 
its 17,000,000 membership, has an- 
nounced the discontinuance of its 
annual radio program poll. 

The withdrawal is viewed as sig- 
nificant from the standpoint that 
there is a widening recognition that 
the industry has become over-sat- 
urated with polls and the bowout 
of the women’s organization is seen 
in some quarters as only the first 
of several such moves in coming 
months, 

Chiet criticism of the program 
polls among industry execs is that 
they're all the same. As one of them 
put it: “This year they'll all add one 
new name, Henry Morgan. Then 
they'll go into the same routine.” 


CBS WAXES BERG SHOW 
“Goidbergs” Back in Half-Hour 
Version With New Cast 
CBS last week made a recording 
of a new half-hour version of the 








lective bargaining agent. The “edu- | 
cation committee” will be composed | 
of 16 members, including four rep- | 
resenting AFRA nationally, four 
from the major nets, and four from 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
which, presumably, would draw its 
reps from smaller stations around 


old Gertrude Berg series, “Rise of 
the Goldbergs,” with Miss Berg in 
her traditional writer-leading lady- 
director roles. Jack Mosman acted 
as co-director for CBS. CBS house 
orchestra was used and cast includ- 
ed Louis Soringas Jake. 

the 





the country. 


| 


Platter-Net Snags Kelly, 
Modernaires Longterm 


The Modernaires and Paula Kelly 
have inked a long-term pact with- 
Lang-Worth Feature Programs. Inc.. 
to service the transcription firm’s | 
“platter-net” of 400 radio stations | 
throughout the U. S. and Canada. | 
Deal was negotiated by Howard Sin- 
nott of General Artists and C. O.|} 
Langlois, prexy of Lang-Worth. 

First disks of the series were | 
completed yesterday (Tuesday) in| 
Columbia studios, N. Y. Agrecment 
provides for a minimum of 60 tunes | 
the first year. Fran Scott is writing | 
the vocal arrangements while Bill! 
Stegmeyer will handle the or 
chores. 





Bernard Schubert negotiated 
deal for Miss Berg. 





*‘Radio’s Biggest Sales 
Job Is Selling the 
United Nations” 
By Christopher Cross 
who tells the saga of selling UN 


* * * 


on editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st 


Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 














KLZ's KILOCYCLE CONTROLLER 


HARVEY WEHRMAN 


Now completing his Jith year as 
KLZ's chief engineet chaperones 
both AM and EFM transmitters and 
holds one of thr mest operational 
records in the industry. 


KLZ, DENVER 


Cresta Prefers 


To Defy Crosby 


Cresta Blanca 
Bing Crosby's platter show 
Phileco as less stiff opposition than 
Fibber McGee & Molly. At any rate, 
the Cresta producers, Schenley, have 
served notice to CBS that they’re 





apparently regards 

















No Hope, No Forsula 


With Cresta Blanca moving 
over from Tuesday to Wednes- 
day, CBS is right back where 


it was in the beginning in try- 
ing to buck up against the 9 to 
10 Tuesday night Fibber & Molly- 
Bob Hope competition—that is, 
it's again a 60-minute sustaining 
operation. Despite the fact that 
the brace of NBC comedy shows 
has slipped from 1-2 position to 
3-4 in the Hooperatings, they're 
still plenty tough in the 
of CBS clients. 

CBS hoped it 
Hope formula in Arthur God- 
frey, now in the ‘10 to 10:30 
period, but there are no takers 
and he's kicking up a 5.1 rating 
as compared with Hope's 27.4. 
All told CBS has played around 
with 13 shows in the half-hour 
slot since the advent of Hope 
Nothing’s happened. 


eves 


had the anti- 





| 
| 





scramming out of the Tuesday 9:30 
(opposite Fibber) spot and are mov- 
ing into the Wednesday at 10 ‘op- 
posite Crosby) segment with its 
“Hollywood Players” show. 

Latter period is being vacated by 
Squibb and its “Academy Award 
Theatre” show Dec. 18, with Schen- 
ley taking over on the 25th. Cresta 
|Blanca has held down the spot for 
; Several years with a variety of pro- 
| gramming formats. 








Si Mann’s WJAS Ouster 
Kicks Up Pitt. Fuss As 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 

Dismissal of Si Mann, head an- 
nouncer of WJAS, last week has 
kicked up quite a fuss locally and 
following an appearance of Mann 
before membership of AFRA at a 
regular meeting, local chapter of 
radio performers’ union has ap- 
pointed a committee to investigate. 

According to Mann, he was beaten 
up by a couple of engineers at sta- 
| tion, which is the CBS outlet here. 
| and then asked for police protection 
against further possible attacks. 
Operators deny charges, and firing 
took place, WJAS exec’ claim, after 
announcer began neglecting his work 
because of repeated occurrences of a 
persecution complex. 








Affaire Mann. 


* b J 7 © , 

Geo. Price’s Radio Disks 

Georgie Price is 
scribed 15-minute disk series 
musico-dramatiec sketches \ 
Schwimmer & Scott agency of C! 
Cago. 

While at the Mayfair, Chi, la 
month, the comedian was bookéc 
directly by Reynolds Pen for a series 
of 10-15-min. platters which he ecom- 
pleted in the course of the Chi 
niiery engagement. 


talking 











————» 


Disk Tag Over Minute Stays Pat — - 
s Nets, AFM Win Point at FCC 





Among the 400 


Mutual's still taking a_ ride 
on its 400-odd affiliates. 
Cracked Jim Sauter at last 
Thursday's N. Y. Radio Execs 
Club luncheon, after Bob Swezey 
had introduced many Mutual 
affiliate guests: 

“Between the tyme Swezey sat 


down and I up, Mutual 


signed up another sound truck 


Rot 


+ 
| 


Washington, Dee. 10. 

Transcriptions of one minute or 
less duration—including the entire 
gamut of piattered commercials—no 
jlonger need be labeled as tran- 
'seribed, FCC announced here last 
Friday (6). This is, however, the 
only relaxation of the Govern: 
present requirements On identifica- 





Writers Guild 


for | 








AFRA Launches Probe 





AFRA intends to do nothing until | 
a fuli reports comes back from the | 
committee named to look into Le| 


Sets Contract 
For Freelancers 


tion of platter shows. 
FCC's ruling on the disks followed 
of NAB ; 


Ols t 


closely recommendation 


oral argument Nov. 25, 


assn. went the commission one better 
and, on behalf of the wee-watters, 
suggested that recorded shows of 
i}more than one minute and not more 
than 30 minutes be identified only 
|}once—either at start or finish 

FCC's present rule, which is con- 


A four-point minimum basic con 
tract fo. freelance and contract | 
writers has been laid down by the 
national council of the Radio 


Writers Guild and was projected be- 
fore the eastern region membership 
at a meeting last night 
Te. Me £ 

The Guild is ready now to negoti- 
ate the -basic agreement with the 
four major networks on behalf of 
freelance writers of sustainers. A 
plan for pushing the negotiations in 
regard to commercial shows is being 
worked out by the outfit’s national 
Strategy committee. 

The four 
not sale, of the Guild 
which means in case of freelance 
shows that the producer thooses his 
own writer, but the scripter must be 
a member of RWG: a revised re- 
lease form, and a basic 
scale for of varying 
commercial or sustaining 

Plans for the Guild's 
regard to commercial 
which have been held under wraps 
since the Guild walked out on pro- 
longed, fruitless talks of 14 months’ 
duration with a committee repre- 
senting the American Assn. of Ad- 
vertising Agencies, are expected to 
36) 


(Tuesday ) 


points include: Lease, 


shows: 


shows length, 
strategy in 
negotiations, 


(Continued on page 


Package-Happy NBC Into 
Business in a Big Way 


With 5 Shows on Griddle 


Package-happy over the commer- 
cial wrapup of two of its “house- 
built” programs ‘the RCA Victor 
Show and the International Har- 
vester program, which are spotted 
back-to-back Sunday afternoons), 
NBC is going into the package busi- 
ness in a big way. 

Clarence Menser, web prograni- 
ming veepee, who turned over the 
two NBC-built Sunday shows to 
sales boss Harry Kopf to land them 
in the sponsorship columns, is cur- 


| ments 


tinued in effect, requires labeling at 
the beginning of all platters over one 
minute and under five, and identifica- 
tion at both start 
shows of over five 


and finish of 
nimnutes 
rally, 


Gene the cammisiso: eo 


looked 


SiO on as victory fe the 
the American 
of Musicians, both of which 
officially or unofficially 
any wholesale breakdown of 
the present rules. (ABC has asked 
for special reprieve ann 
for electrical transcriptions 
built only for broadcast—obviously 
in hope of clearing the ways for Bing 


networks and Federa- 
tron 

either op- 
posed 


on unce- 


| Crosby’s wax series.) 


| 


} 


shop, | 


minimum | 


FCC spokesmen were plainly dis- 
couraged from altering the present 
rules by Jack of any strong showing 
from the average smalltown broad- 
caster and by almost unanimous op- 
position from the big fellows, includ- 
ing Bamberger’ Broadcasting Co, 
(WOR) and Earle Anthony's KFI, 
Los Angeles. 


SEEDS-GROVE FIGHT 
ENDS IN SETTLEMENT 


Chicago, Dec. 10 
Six-month controversy between 
Russel M. Seeds agency and Groves 





Laboratories over $160,000 claimed 
| by the agency as due it under the 
|terms of a contract representing 
$1,000,000 in billing, was finally 


ended here last week when aitorneys 
for both sides reached an amicable 


| settlement. 








rently wrapping up presentations of | 


five house package 
mission to agencies, Menser in turn 
has shaved the prices down to a 
minimum as a comeon, 

The five shows, 


shows for sub- 


now heard sus- 
taining on the network, include 
“Frank Merriwell,” “Archie An- 
drews,” “Grand Marquee,’ Nelson 
Olmstead and “Vest Pocket Va- 
rieties.” 


EDDIE DAVIS’ MUSICAL 





Eddie Davis, radio scripter, in 
Tucson, Ariz., for his health, has 
completed a new musical ‘Merry 
Mexico.’ He'll make the rounds 


with it next spring. 





Irving Brecher 
has his own ideas on radio's 


‘Plagiarism or 


Coincidence” 
* 7 * 
one of the many editorial features 
of the forthcoming 
fist Anniversary Number 


of 


ARIETY 




















| tion, 


Grove account was taken over by 
Duane Jones agency and J. D, 
Tarcher & Co., both of New York, 
in June of this year, following 
James Grove’'s elevation to presi- 
dency of the drug firm. Grove’'s dis- 
charge from 
into the firm brought about the 
resignation of Harry Goldsmith, Sr., 
then prez. 

Curious angle to the long-drawn 
negotiation was that Grove had been 
in pretty much the same type of 
litigation in 1945, when H. W. Kas- 
tor & Sons agency, sued on the same 
allegation, finally recovering $15.000 
damages. John Moser was attorney 
for Seeds, while Ethan Shipley 
represented Grove. 


‘Lady Bountiful’ KFWB 


Gets Slap in Kisser 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Public service-minded Warner sta- 
KFWB, was wet-toweled this 
week in an attempt at aiding an in- 


dustry sister, WMPS, Memphis. 
Figures in the event, a_ reunited 
mother and daughter, refused to 


voice their sentiments on a platier 
which manager, Harry Maizlish, was 
to air express to the requesting sta- 
tion, 

Family figured in a national hunt 
for the girl. She was located at the 
Mayflower hotel here after 
pearing from her banker 
home. WMPS manager 
Maizlish with request for remote 
control good-willing. However, the 
mother, Mrs, Elbert Land, refused to 
even answer the ‘phone in daughter 
Peggy's room after initial call got 
through and she nixed the deal. 


disap- 
father’s 
telephoned 





LaCOSSITT INTO HUNT'S SPOT 


Henry LaCossitt, who has been 
doing his daily (1-1:15 p.m.) “Edi- 
tor’s Diary” on Mutual as a sustainer 
for the last few months, takes over 
on Jan. 13 the cooperative morning 
spot (9-9:15 a.m.) which has been 
held down by Frazier Hunt for twe 


| years. 


the Army and entry ~ 


| 
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WEBS IN PERSECUTION COMPLEX 





—_ 


0 & 01 Love You | 


| 
| 

Theme song of the major networks as accompaniment for the year- 
end financial statements will probably be: “Thank God for our owned- | 

i_operated stations.” For it’s not exactly a secret that, with operat- 

> costs reaching new highs during 1946, CBS. NBC and ABC won't 

. r ( this yvear on their income fron the etwork operations as 
- Particularly in the case of CBS, whose gross time sales for °46 

show a 7‘o drop in comparison with its 45 billings, it’s considered 

likely in some quarters that the networl operation might be lucky to 

1) } up into the black columns of the b.o. statem«e if it doesn't see red 

I é the vetworks argue that the figures on vross time ales on 
{ reflect the hnanc ial condition of the eDs W en it comes to adad- 
ing up the net profits CBS further argues that the vear-end financial 
statement will show a healthy net over last vear. But it’s also conceded 
hy the network that the statement is based on the overall CBS opera- 
tion, which takes in Columbia Records, which will wind up as a lucra- | 
tive 46 operation, and the o & o stations, from which, it’s reported, | 
will come 35% of the CBS income for the veai 

Similarly NBC (whose strong arm is RCA?) and ABC look to thei 
o & o stations and other vested interests to put them in the big profit 
margins Mutual, of course, is a non-profit organization whose well- 
heeled directors (WOR, WGN, Don Lee, etc., bosses) pour coin into the 

eb ope ratio! 

Dont be urprisea, Is the thinking iuthoritative quartet f the 
netwo as a result, start trimming their sails in the near future and 
naugurate some drastic economies in order to stand on thelr own 
financially. At CBS, for example, there’s long been the feeling among 
the inner-sanctum brass that the web has been considerably over- 
staffed. Also there’s some speculation as to whether the network will } 
pour the same amount of coin into programming as it did last year. | 
The sudden dropping of the morning cross-the-board half-hour “Joe 
Powers” sustainer because it was @nsidered too costly an item is seen 


as the tipoff that economy will be 


gramming, 





the 


watchword henceforth on pro- 








Reprising Old Bible 


Scripts Cuts Out 


Author Fees on ‘Light of the World 


Considerable discussion has devel-? 


oped in New York radio writer cir- 
eles anent the situation of the re- 
vived daytime serial “Light of the 
World” based upon the Old Testa- 
ment and sponsored by General 
Mills. 

As revived, the serial is beginning 
over again with Adam and Eve 
Genesis. This means that there 
are six years of old scripts on hand. | 
The show will thus have no literary 
expenses, the sponsor repeating 
scripts sold outright by Katherine 
and Adele Seymour, sisters, who 
handled the show which was pro- 
duced and sold by Transamerican in 


all 


ana 


the first instance, 
Radio writers have taken a dim 
\iew of this development but ap- 


parently there's nothing to be done. 
It's pretty likely to be brought up 
as a “horrible example” in Radio 
Writers Guild negotiations here- 
after. : 

Meantime General Mills 
fected another economy 


has. ef- 
in connec- 


tion with “Light of the World.” No 
Jonger is there a paid board of 
clergymen-consultants, Since the 
clerics have already okayed the 
scripts being repeated, such “en- 
dorsement” was considered super- 
fluous. 


GE to Drop 7006 
Party’ on CBS 


General Electric is dropping spon- 
sorship of the three-times-a-week 
Art Linkletter “House Party” after- 
noon program on CBS, which adds 
up to an additional $700,000 dent in 
billings for the network. GE, which 
is also reported pulling in the reins 
on periodicals, etc., because of the 
slow production rate, cancels out of 
“House Party” on Jan. 11. Bank- 
rollers had previously sponsored the 
show across-the-board, at which time 
the billing totaled $1,145,000, but cut 
down to the present thrice-weekly 
sponsorship about 26 weeks ago. 

There's a possibility, however, that 
Procter and Gamble may grab the 
4 to 4:30 spot. P&G is pulling out 





| Mary 





Armageddon! 


New York pressagent swore 
he had the following nightmare: 


Harriet Van Horne and John 
Crosby got married and started 
a Mr. and Mrs Radio RR, 


Benny to Air 
Two Shows From 


Hawaii in May 


Hollywood, Dec, 10. 
Jack Benny will take his entire 
troupe to Honolulu late in May for 
the last two broadeasts of his cur- 
rent Luckies series. Believed to be 
the first time that an entire commer- 
cial show crossed the ocean to do a 











regular broadcast. Back in 1937 
Tony Stanford produced the Rudy 
Vallee show in London for broad- 


cast here but he and Vallee were the 
only ones from the U. S. 

After the second airing, closing out 
the season, Benny and his wife, 
Livingstone, will remain on 
the island for 
Band will be taken along with the 
cast, with possible exception of 
Dennis Day and Phil Harris due to 
them having their own shows. 
Benny's holiday broadcasts will 
come from service hospitals in thts 


a few weeks vacation. | 











area. 


THe 47 CRlota 
GET EM DOWN 


. , Ll Mle 
some ol he network officials are 


no bones over their present- 


pessimism 


Ce on of 


foreseeing a 
1947 crise n the w 
tailspin, mounting 
oblems 
Last week they were sitting tight 
fingers crossed, 
of 
off ad 
they 
follow as 


affected by the 


hoping t 
the 
wave of 
knew, would 
industrial 


nat 


solution coal strike 
vuld stave 
tions which, in- 


fuel Jack VW ould fee] 
impact of 
employment, 


y U 


Now 


has bee! 


etc 
nporal uce 


effected, they're relieved that at 


least one obstacle has been hurdled 


Fol 
the 
may 
it has 
little 
thev 


once time starts opening up, 
refilling the slots 
the simple thing 
past. There’s a 


transcriptions, 


problem of 

not be quite 
been in the 

tem known as 
Say, which in 1947, with the 
impetus of the Bing Crosby-Philco 
payoff behind it, may grow to the 
stature of an ogre. They're not say- 
ing it out loud, but they anticipate 
that the era of the bigtime tran- 
scription shows is around the corner, 


And they know full well that, once 
time starts opening up, the disk 
show entrepreneurs will pounce on 


the affiliates to wrap up local spon- 
sorship deals for their major platter 
productions. 

NBC and CBS haven't had that to 
contend with in the past; they know 
what a real threat it is today in 
keeping the network strung together 
and that’s why they've been fight- 
ing the transcription bugaboo tooth 
and nail. It's why they put up such 
a fight at the recent FCC hearing 
in Washington on relaxing the tran- 


scription bah, and why CBS and 
NBC say they'll never yield on the 
issue, 

But the network headaches are 
more manifold. Now that they've 
hurdled the AFRA situation—leaving 
in its wake a hike in pay scales— j} 
thev're plenty worried over the 
forthcoming James C. Petrillo de- 
mands when contract time rolls 


around in a month or so. Just what 
these demands will be nobody but 
Petrillo knows and he isn't talking 
yet. The network chieftaims are re- 
donning their fighting togs, for they 
expect that Petrillo, having won his 
bout with the Government on the 
Lea Act, will lay it on thick. 

Couple that with all the other 
economic clinches, the overall wage 
hikes, (CBS says it adds up to 221'2‘ 
for that network), the NABET 
boosts, AFRA, the 50% transcription 
hike, ete., and you'll excuse us, say 
the webs, if we have a persecution 
complex. 

And the networks are aware that 
the magazines are playing a cat-and- 
mouse game with them. The mags, 
too, have suffered, reflected in 
the huge jump in newstand returns, 
They're waiting to see if the webs 
make any move toward initiating an 
advertising rate boost. If so, they're 
prepared to go to town and invite 
a wholesale exodus of clients out 
of radio into the mags. 


as 


SUuC- | 


ake of | 
costs | 
an | 
cancella- | 
clients | 


production } 








CBS Unhappy Over Flagship Yen To 
Stray From Mother Web Apron Strings 


— + 





Culture Bracket Nixed 
ABC's 


evening 


Tuesday 
over to 


plan to turn 
from 8 to 10 
ninded 


serious-e! listeners by the 


acketing of the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra with “Town 
Meeting of the Air” has run into 
a two-way snag. Now the whole 


thing's off 


ABC had planned to keep the 
Boston symph ts present 9:30- 
10:30 tasted and move “Town 
Meeting’ from Thursday night 
into the Tuesday night 8:30-9:30 
time. The symph’s new spon- 
sor demanded bette time; 
George V Denny. moderato! 
of “To Meeting,’ who has a 
new contract coming up with the 
web, reportedly chimed in with 


a “we're-doing-very-well-thank- 


you” retort, and stays put on 
Thursdays, 

ABC still thinks it’s a good 
idea. 








Boston Symph Gets: 


| Major 


Fol som Ime no tine 
a growing “aaiaaion on the part af 
the network flagship Stations n 
New York to divorces themselves 
from the web operation The 1ete 
vVorkK havent be« any too DV 
about it. They recognize all too well 
that you can't sell your out-of-town 
affiliates a bill of goods if your key 
station isn't playing bali 

In one single stroke last eek 


NCBS probably took the most co 
thus far of any of the 
key 


ageous step 


webs’ stations toward an 


autonomous setup. When it got wind 


| that CBS was dropping its cross-the- 
board “Joe Powers” half-hour show, 
ffective this Friday (13). the net- 
s fla ! Dd Prapved oft 
Powel 10 to 10:30 a.m et { 
and notifie web officials that it was 
| going to develop its own show, with 
| its,own production staff, ete., for the 
spot, with the intent of wrapping up 
a sponsor 
CBS didn't like the idea and re- 
portedly told off Arthur Hull Hayes, 
station manage) But Hayes, forti- 


es 


ts John Hancock’ 


Minus Molly, Hope! 


Deal for 
Co. 
Boston 
ABC was 
bankroller served 
that it put its 
John Hancock to the contract if the 


John Hancock Insurance 
to take over sponsorship of the 
Orchestra 
but 


on 


Symphony on 


inked last week, the 


notice the 


network would only 


| program was moved out of its pres- 


| 


ent Tuesday night 9:30 to 10:30 slot. 


Insurance outfit, which bought the 


program on a 26-week basis, figured 


| it wasn’t worth 





the $500,000 invest- 
ment if it had to compete with the 
two opposition shows on NBC—Fib- 
ber & Molly and Bob Hope. 

Instead, the Boston symph will 
move up an hour, from 8:30 to 9:30, 
replacing current sustainers, Long- 
hair show tees off under commercial 
auspices Jan. 21. It was last bank- 
rolled by Allis Chalmers on Satur- 
day nights but returned this season 
as a sustainer, 


A&C, ‘Star Time’ Switches 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 
Two network shows from. the 
Coast are changing producers. Nat 


Bernard, Coast head of the William 
Esty agency. Jack Johnstone re- 
lieves Bob Redd as_ director of 
Frigidaire’s “Hollywood Star Time.’ 
Bernard also produces “Life 
Riley’ and “Blondie” and Redd 
doubled over from the Jack Haley 
show for Sealtest. Johnstone for- 
merly produced “Man Called X.” 








oo 














of bankroll participation in Mutual's 
‘Queen for a Day,” and may transfe: 
its billings to CBS. 


SHOUSE UPPED BY AVCO 
Cincinnati, Dec. 10. 
Elevation of James D. Shouse, 
president of the Crosley Broadcast- 
‘ng Corp.. which operates WLW here 
and WINS in 


Presidency jn 








the Aviation Corp 
Parent organization, was announced 
last week by Irving Babcock, 
of AVCO. 


head | 
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| Stage 
Wolff is turning back production Of | have taken place toward negotiating 
the Abbott and Costello show to Don | 


| 


|petition that’s wooed Ted Husing ; 


| 


| 


| 


| Martin 
' room.” 


; 


| 











those who might enter the New 
| disk jockey 


and 


else again, 
| block is anticipated from that direc- 


fied with rating and sales figures on 
what had been accomplished locally 


on other morning programming, 
| stood his ground—and won out. 
| That pushes WCBS way up into the 
late morning period on local pro- 


gramming—heretofore unheard of— 
and now gives the station the entire 


15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. segment (with 
the exception of the World News 
8-8:15 network co-op strip) to do 
with as it pleases. 

And on top of it, WCBS in the 
next couple of weeks practically 
moves into its own quarters, taking 
over the entire ninth floor at 485 
Madison ave. for its own studios, 
offices, etc. 


Further reflecting the thinking in 
terms of autonomy among the N. Y. 
flagships is WNBC’s aimost exclusive 
plugging of its own—rather than 
network — shows during station 
breaks (see separate story). 

As replacement for “Powers,” 
CBS is moving the John Reed King 
“Give and Take” show into the 10- 
10:30 slot. It's currently heard 


Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:30- 


| 5 p.m. 





Now Berle Wantsa 


Play Disk Horses. 


Add the name of Milton Berle to 
York 
While it’s 
talking-out-loud 
official 


sweepstakes. 


still only in the 


and no conversations 
a contract, Berle would like to move 
into the heavy platter-turning com- 
ind 
Andre’ Baruch-Bea teamup 
into the fold in recent wecks. 
Berle wants to spin the wax on 
WNEW to supplement that station’s 
Block “Make Believe Ball- 
Just how that would rest 
with the Biow agency, Philip Morris 
CBS in the event his network 
show. comes through, is something 
although no stumbling 


Wain 


| tion. The Biow deal, a_ half-hour 
show with Monica Lewis and Ray 
| Block's orch as replacement for “It 
|Pays to Be Ignorant,” is reported 
on verge of signaturing—probably 
this week. Biow and Philip Morris 
|} were reported happy with the audi- 


tion platter. 


COLGATES $1,000,000 


RADIO BILLINGS HIKE 


Chicago, Dec. 10. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet takes on 
another $1,000,000 worth of radio 

i} 1; otinelies a ° 
| billing yearly after deal by which 


they acquired Kay Daumit Cosmetics 


for a reputed $4,000,000. 

Fifteen-minute slice of 
| Club,” under Daumit 
reverts to Colgate. mak 
eight air shows for the firm. In 
event of the cosmetic product drop- 
ping show. ABC has four prospe ctive 
sponsors nibbling. 


“Breaktast 
sponsorship, 


ing a total of 
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CBS’ Do-or-Dye Pitch for Teletint 
Brings Claims Net Is Ready to Go; 
U HF. Color May Lower Competish 


Washington, Dec. 10 


As the FCC today (Tues.) went 
into its second day of hearings on 
eolor television standards, with CBS 


making its all-out pitch for immed 
ate permission to go into 
mercially, a non-technical policy for 
y0int was interjected into what has 
en ip to now purely a technical 


discussion 


tint com 


CBS proposed system of giving 
the ultra high frequencies to color 


television only would keep those fre- | 
down to 27 channels, as 
channels that would be 
the slots were allocated 


quencies 
against 82 
possible if 


to black and white. FCC assistant 
counsel general Harry Plotkin 
pointed out that that would result 
in only two color video networks in 
the country, lowering the competi- | 
tion standards as previously set by 
the commission which would lke to 
see Tour webs 

This point, however, was inci- | 


dental to the technical information | 
piled thickly before the commission. | 
Dr. Peter Goldmark, CBS director 
of engineering and research, and 
braintruster of teletint, unfolded a 
nunber of in an 8l-page 
technical probably the 


surprises 
Statement, 


i 42 hours, 33 mint 


longest presentation of the kind ever | 
tossed at the commission 

At today’s (Tuesday) afternoon 
hearing, Dr. Goldmark made the 
assertion that color television net- | 
works would be possible immedi- | 
ately, via coaxial cables, if the | 


commission approved the CBS stand- 
ards 

Further, Dr. 
had already perfected a 
receiver which is capable of re- 
ceiving any 
television and any 


“Goldmark 


; 
Sala 


kind of 


} 
' 


he | 
dual-band | 


kind of black-and-white | 


color in | 


the high frequencies. He said he! 
has also already built a color tele- 
Vision table model receiving set 


These were considered powerful 
arguments for CBS. On the other 
hand, the fun is as yet ahead. with 
opponents of the CBS standards as 
yet to be heard from. 

The net sent its 
Washington, weighted 


first team to 
down 
(Continued on Page 38 ) 


SWIFT'S TELE DEAL CUTS *: 
IN ALL THREE AGENCIES 


Chicago, Dec. 
Contract to handie all edhe 
for the entire line of Swift & Co. 
products was signed this week by 
McCann-Erickson in a unique deal 
calling for the agency to work with 


Swift's two other agencies. Needham. | 


Louis and Brorby, and J. Walter 
Thompson in preparing commercials 
for the shows. 

Present plans call for a video air- 
ing for many of the Swift products. 
while the medium is in an experi- 
mental stage. 


Deal will not in any way affect the | 


present agency account 
newspaper, magazine and radio 
vertising. No budget on the number 
of video shows has been set yet. 


lineup for 


TELEFILM INTO VIDEO 
Hollywood, Dec. 


Telefilm, Inc., producers of 


com- 


mercial and industrial films, is ready- | 
into the making of | 


ing tor a bow 
Special films for television 

To implement the plan, Don Mac- 
Namara, formerly associated with 
Howard Hughes’ video interests. has 
been hired as a production assistant. 
Also formerly the preduction man- 
ger of NBC-affiliate, station KFI 
MacNamata starts Dec. 16. 





Anton M, Leader 
wonders whether 
— ' ¥ 
“E.T.’s Causing 
Oy ie gg 
* a 


an editorial feature 


of the forthcoming 
hist 


Anniversary Number 


of 
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Chi Tele Breaks Mark | 
With 50 Hours on Air | 


Chicago, Dec. 10 
previous record otf 
telecasting 
established during the 
WBKB last week 
50 hours of video 
about by 
for deale1 
Outlet last | 
telecasts to 


Breaking its 
ites Ol 
for one week 
NAB 


aired slightly over 


convention 


Increase was brought 
hours of al 
demonstration 


added 


time 
purposes 


basketball 


extra 





D’ARTEGA 


its sports schedule, which includes | What does a composer do on holi- 
hockey, boxing and wrestling days - he writes more music! 
D Artega Lang - Worth’s famous 

composer-conductor, ran off to rest 


Bendix Tint Runs 


} 
week 


and wrote “Dream Concerto.” Li 
Worth transcribed it with full 


ing - 
sym- 


phony orchestra, Broadcasters pro- 
claim it 1946's greatest single con 
tribution to American Music, 


LANG-WORTH, 


On Hearing Eve! 


CBS color 








television received | 


Public to Wait, 


back-handed blow on the eve of the 

FCC hearings in Washington this 

} week as Bendix Aviation Corp. last ° 

Wednesday (4) botched up a dem- | RCA Still Doles 

onstration of the first commercial } 

| model color tele receive ‘ - 
Bendix receiver operates on the 

three-color sequential standards pro- Sets by Priority 

posed by CBS and was built on | 

patents licensed by the net. Last | The general public is not likely to 


| get delivery on new television re- 


week's demonstration followed the | ceiver orders from RCA and Du- 
lines of the web's live color showing Mont until after Christmas, despite 
several months ago, but either | the new influx of full-page ads in 
| the New York daily -newspapers and 
through faulty transmission or poor | ay 
| national magazines Chief reason 
reception, was not successful. Ro-!¢,. this is the recently-called-off 
tating mechanical disks went out of ; coal strike. which knocked the pins 
synchronization for the first time, ! out from under delivery plans. 
causing the screen to look like a RCA has a backlog of more than 
series of three vari-colored wind- | 10.000 orders to date, but the chance 
shield wipers across it Bendix | of an individual consumer getting a 
| engineers claimed the disks could be | set before Christmas appears remote, 
fixed by simply manipulating the | according to Gerald O. Kaye, sales 
dials chief of Bruno-New York. exclusive 
Colors, as in the CBS demonstra- dealers for RCA products in New 
tions, were excellent, but the set (Continued on page 38) 
furnished poor detail on the fast-ac- 
| tion sequences and breakup of the ; 
color was present in several in- TOLEDO’S 4536 TELE 
stances, especially in the 16m film | ‘ 
shown. As it was, the best part of | FM PLAN GETS OKAY 
was its ornate chassis. Re- | 
is a console model with a) Toledo, Dec, 10. 


fa 12-inch 


Fort Industry Co.., 
WSPD. Toledo, has 


struction permit for a 


which operates 
received a con- 
commercial 


sired equivalent in size to that of 
tube 
spokesmen 


Bendix refused to 


INC. NEW YORK | 


Dodgers-Yanks Baseball Telecasts 
Ford-Shell Sponsor Possibility 


+ Possibility loomed this week that 
sponsorship of the Brooklyn Doa- 
gers and N, Y. Yankees baseball tel- 
ecasts next season might be sold on 
a cooperative basis. Both Ford Mo.- 
tors and Shell Oil are understood to 
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TELE-VARIETIES 





With Tommy Farrell, Herb Howard, |ave made overtures to CBS televi- 


Betty Barto, Ann Crowley sion, who'll do the Dodger game 
| Producer: Wes McKee ard DuMont for the Yankees It’s 
Director: Ed Sobol considered possible that both ban! 

Writer: Richard Siraus 


a aioe: hom Oe , rollers might sponsor each tean 
Ra ke a games on alternating days 
WNBT-NBC, N. ¥ J 


Walter Thompson is the agency 





(Young & Rubicam) for both advertisers, which would 
With the promise of 1,000,000 tete- [make the setting up of such a dea 
vision sets on the market by the end |that much easier. Ford ha: been 
of 1947, Bristol-Myers is hanging on [ihe biggest spender in television to 
| to its 15-minute Sunday night slot date. with elf ite ad 
on WNBT (NBC, N. Y.). Mrs. Car- 'SS"* eee oe 
veth Wells, who formerly held down baandy events pickups. Shell hasn't 
the spot with her travelogs on the | been on tele to date but has concen- 
“Geographically Sfeaking’ shows, | trated on sports for radio advertis- 
finally ran out of film and was | ing 
forced to discontinue the program a 2 ; ee 
to start another worldwide trek ~ N. Y. Giants games, which are to 
search of new material. As a re- | be televised next season by NBC, 
| placement. B-M ran in its new | appear so far to be a cold potato 
| “Tele-Varieties,’ which preemed | videowise, much the same as they 
a last Sunday (8), were last yeal in radio Tea 
If the teeoff progran any 19- | wound up in last place in 1946 and 
| dication, even gh pero er yen lis not expected to do much better 
isn’t going to do B-M any good. Even; )). 0 0 es 
the pate Br set owners, commonly | this year, which probably explains 





alluded to as raving television en- the lack of sponsor interest in them 


thusiasts, can be expected to switch | Baseball fans watching the games 
over to their radios unless some-/on television, it's believed, will al- 
thing is done about this. ; nest ways pick the colorful Dodgers or 
Talent on the show, isnt bad, | yankees over the Giants when they 
which would leave the responsibility » shames to shoes 
for its faults chiefly in the laps of |* . “yas ‘ a: 
scripter Richard Straus and pro-|. Shell-Ford deal might be igriaas 
ducer Wes McKee, both of the Into a participation setup, with both 
agency staff. Gags are corny to the | advertisers tying in their producis 
extreme, continuity is lacking and|on the same commercial If thev 
the commercial is the kind to make | decide to solo on alternate days, 
viewers squirm in distaste. Camera | jnowever, the advertisers’ plugs are 
work under the direction of NBC ~ | expected to offer a_ solid test to 
(Continued on page 38) agency copy writers, since the same 


| viewers will be watching both com- 


° ) d 5 imercials and will naturally stack 
M lk Au tanza jone up against the othe1 
l man $ | DuMont, meanwhile, announced 


last week that its contract with the 
Yankee management also gave it ex- 
clusive video rights to all 
|} home games of the Yanks football 
club in 1947. In ad.ition to the 77 
home baseball DuMont also 


Gets NBC Comeuppance; 
Gulf Oil Buys ‘Artist’ 


Television most preten- 
tious audience participation show to | 


seven 


gets its 


Ramey, 


date, next Sunday (15), night when plans to pick up, insofar as facilities 
Borden’s tees off its “Let’s Cele-| permit, 11 Yinkee games to be 
brate” program over WNBT (NBC, played in Philadelphia, Boston and 
Be <. Young & Rubicam is the Washington. Philly and Washington 
| agency. games will be transmitted to N. Y. 

Since the show is considered too | over the Bell System's coaxial! cable, 
(large for the regular NBC tele with the Boston games to be sent 
studio, Y. & R. plans to stage it in| over the new radio relay system, 
NBC's radio studio 8G. Deprived of | currently being finished between the 


the tele studio’s lignting system, con- | two cities, 

'sequently, the agency will utilize} Bill Slater has been named to an- 
three. Image Orthicon cameras, | "ounce all games, with Jack Murphy 
marking the first time that LO.’s! handling the DuMont camera crews. 


Ipee * . . . ; 
have been used in a live studio show. Present plans call for the use of five 


quote a price on the set but declared | television station and an FM station! Wes McKee of the agency is| Image Orthicons at the Stadium, 
they were ready to swing into full | in Toledo. J. Harod Ryan, veepee | producer, with NBC's Ed_ Sobol | which should give viewers an excel- 
| production on it as soon as the FCC | and treasurer, said plans have been | directing. | leat picture of what goes on. 
lestablishes color standards. It also | made to build new studios and erect | NBC also added a new. sponsor | ee 

announced that Bendix will soon | a television tower more than 500 feet this week and repacted three bank- | = 

) install an experimental ultra-high | high. | rollers for other shows. New spon- | THACKREY FOCUSES 

| frequency transmitting station at its Entire project is expected to cost! sor is Gulf Oil, which has taken over | 

; main plant in Baltimore. with call | $453,000. The call letters WTVT) the “You Are an Artist” show. fea- | ALL VIDEO IN 4 A 
letters of WSXBS. have been assigned to the station. turing painter Jon Gnagy,. on Thurs- ' 


ad- | 


|) up. Gross decjared “anyway, 


| that the prospective customer would be out any money, 


| his column 
| 





Inside Stuff—Television 


Possible trouble confronting apartment house dwellers in metropolitan 


New York in getting their landlords’ permission to install television 
antenna was pointed up by Ben Gross, N. Y. Daily News radio editor, in 
last Sunday (8). Noting that some property owners believe | 


while others 
the result 
money, with no benefits accruing.” 
What he forgot to point out, however, is that most tele manufacturers | 
and dealers are following the pattern set by Viewtone in checking a house 
for reception conditions before finalizing sale of a set. If it’s discovered. 
consequently, that a landlord objects to antenna on his roof, it’s unlikely 
since he wouldn't 


tele sets are fire hazards. just don't want their roofs cluttered 


is the same. You are out of your 


| have bought the set yet anyway. 


As Gross 
and, since 
prebably be 


notes, 
the 


though, the problem is still one to be 
majority of future customers in 
apartment house dwellers. something 


the landlords to the right way of Renner 


with 
areas will 
to convert 


reckoned 
metropolitan 


must be done 


Saturday 


/day nights at 9. In addition, the | Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
| Esso Television Newsreel, formerly| Dorothy Thackrey has abandoned 
on Mondays and Thursdays at 7:50| her intention of three-way operation 
p.m., will be continued once weekly. in television and will concentrate all 
on Mondays at 9 p.m. (efforts in that direction on a pros- 
Bristol - Myers. which formerly | Sective Los Angeles station. The 
sponso red _ the “Geographically | pwner of KLAC here. and KYA, 
Speaking” show on Sundays at 8:15 | San Francisco, who originally plan- 
p.m., has replaced it with a new | neq to operate stations in New York 
variety show titled “Tele-Varieties.” 


| Curre (Dec. 7) issue of the Evening Post features one of the | 
| first magazine fiction storiés to be based on a television theme. Titled | 
he Overall Picture.” it’s the story of the “Peerless Broadcasting Com- 
|} Dany” in a search for Miss Television. after realizing that “television is | 
| here.” 

Scripter is Irving Gaynor Neiman, whom the Post's “Keeping Posted” 


| 


column identifies as the 


| 


former writer of the “Joe and Mabel” soaper, old- 
time sustainer on the NBC web. Evidently a hep guy in the business. | 


Neiman must have been around the radio industry 


long enough to know 
the inner workings of Variety. 


In the first part of his story he alludes to 


| the fact that the announcement of the television queen search was being 


' 


| 


an hour afte: 


set in 60-point type at VARIETY’ s Rogowski Press on Pear! street within 
the web orexy’s decision to hold it 


A look-see at the Coast 


studios of Television Productions, Inc. (Para- 
mount), points up the not-so-close relationship of Paramount and DuMont. 
| Klaus Landsberg, director of Teleprod, pounts to a wide variety of equip- 
ment in use—the least of which is DuMont’s 


| 
| 


Though the latter is partly 
Par, and makes virtually every kind of equipment necessary to 
tele. Teleprod is equipped with a wide variety, including General Electric. 
RCA and others, in addition to some DuMont items. Fact of the matter, 

says Landsberg, is that Par and DuMont expect to be as competitive with 


owned by 


! 
each other as they are with complete outsiders. 


Broadcasters Assn. is slated for the | *“Yocks ee Boffs ee.e 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Jan. 7. Meet | 

is open only to official representa- | and Benzedrine”’ 
tives of the member organizations. | . 

| Election of three directors and | By Eddie Davis 


| 


| 
| 











‘TBA Sets Annual Meeting 


and the Bay City. has requested of 
ithe FCC that she be permitted to 
withdraw the Gotham and ‘Frisco 
applications without prejudice. 

The plan, it’s stated. is to go whole 
hog into the L. A. setup. It was fig- 
ured that if granted all three CP's 
| justice could not be done any single 


U. S. Rubber, sponsor of the “Tele- 
| tis sion Quarterback” on Friday nights 
|at 8, has decided to continue in that 
slot, but with the emphasis on 
basketball following the close of the 
football season. Clair Bee, Long 
Island U's basketball coach, has been 
tentatively set as a replacement for 


; istic. Cod nf “Pyne | Operation in the thin spreading of 
4 y ? sia gr oOac . 
a . 6, Sotumoia grid’ coaen, Of! effort. Therefore, it was thought 
snow. 
} . best to concentrate on one. though 


it is indicated that the requests for 
others may at some future date be 
| reinstated. 





For N.Y. Jan. 7; Takes In 5 


Annual meeting of the Television 


another business matters are on the} 
agenda, with a reorganization meet- e* « @ 
ing of directors slated for the after- | an editorial feature 
lunch session 

TBA board this week approved an of the forthcoming 
application for active membership 
in the group from the Pulitzer Pub- 41st 
| lishing Co. of St. Louis, publishers 
of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, who of 


were recently granted a construction 


Anniversary Number 


permit for a commercial tele station. 
George M. Burbach and Robert L 
Coe were named as representatives 


to TBA. 
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GOP WANTS CONTROL OF 





_— 


‘itics Still Lambast BMB as Data 
Is Lined Up for January NAB Meet 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau, 4 


Inc., is still t*e target of gripes and 


squawKks around the country, and 


ous critics of BMB are lining up 


val 

further needles to stick into the 
outfit between now and the January 
poard meeting of the National Assn. 
Broadcasters. At that meeting, ac- 
cording to a resolution adopted at 





Charles R. Denny 
(Acting Chairman FCC) 


treats with 
**Frequency 


Modulation” 





Chicago in October, NAB’s reps on 
BMB must report on how the ad 
avencies and advertisers are using 
the BMB_ reports, and whether 
those reports meet with approval. 
There is little doubt at this time 
that the most potent answer to be 
yiven by BMB is: “Give the agen- , 
cies ald advertisers a chane. to try 
this data.” And on the strength ol 


that answer, the predictions are that 


the cooperative investment of $1,250,- 


} 

000 made by the industry in eed 
will have to be given a longer op- | 
portunity to show whether it can | 
pay off. 
BMB is currently in the stage of | 
distributing its station and_= area} 
reports, and the network report 
won't be ready until February. Re- 
prints of the station reports are ex- 


pected to be ready for sale to ad} 
agencies and advertisers by the end 
of this month. 


Some stations have refused to 
furnish copies of their own 
reports to agencies or advertisers, 
forcing the latter to wait until this 
data can be obtained from BMB. 
One agency, which sent requests for 
reports to 60 stations, got copies 
from only 12 of the outlets, the re- 


outlet’s 





maining 48 being unsure whether | 
they should furnish the reports or | 
not. 


In some cities, station operators 
have refused to get together and ex- 
change information. In others, 
of the stations has passed its 
map on to its competitors 
theory that, if they 
wont know what the 
picture is xe, 


each 
own 
on the 
don't, they 
competitor's 


‘Arbitrary Fixing’ Cited 

There are further criticisms of a 
point that had been brought up a | 
number of times, sniping at BMB's 
arbitvary fixing of counties with 
10° listening as the minimum. 
Some of the BMB opponents claim 
that there is no reason for leaving 
out counties with less than 10% 
listening, especially in the bigger 
markets like New York, Chicago 


and Los Angeles. Indies in these 
centers are particularly insistent 
that where they have, for instance 





5‘o listenership—the number of lisi- 
eners may be much larger than in | 
“Squeedunk County” where 80° 
listening may mean only 800 people. 
Some advertisers and tine-bupere | 
insist that BMB fix “levels,” setting 
up primary, secondary and tertiary 


areas. One group of time buyers 
insists that BMB figures are not 
comparable, trundling out various 
complicated charts and maps to 


prove their point. 

One of the critical groups: insists 
that BMB's data be reshuffled to 
show how many people listen from 
three to seven times a week to a 


station, rathe. than once a week. 
Another group wants the station 
figures compiled below 10%, after 


W hich half of the counties are to be 
eliminated from each station's re- 
port and the rest set down as the 
station's Picsctcnictenante area, 


‘Put Not Your Trust In 
Flagships’—Agcy. Cry In 
WNBC Local Plug Protest 


Some of the agencies with shows 


| teley 











| 
— 
His challenge, made to the first 
te | victory meeting of GOP biggies in | 
| Washington last Thursday (5), may | 
9 |give Mr. Truman further pause in 
L ARIE? Y Ss | his searen “for the right man” to fill 
the FCC vacancy created by resigna- 
41st Anniversary Number || tion of Paul A. Porter 
Political dopestel were already 
Soon Due betting that, rossi if the Chief Execu- | 
| tive attempted to fill the vacancy 
with a Democrat, he would select 4 
. “lame duck” Senator with wage ae 
WLIB Exit On FM than even chances of swinging 
other members of the “Club” behi 
{| his confirmation, Now they are pre 
T * | dicting that Mr. Truman may sett le 
all les N y List for a liberal GOP’er, with some 
g s * | background in communications, for | 
the job, 
Washington, Dec. 10. Present commission nas_ three 
In  a_ surprise move, Dorothy | pemocrats—Chairman Charles R 
Thackrey’s New York Post station} Denny, Jr.; Clifford J. Durr: and 
WLIB has asked the FCC to dismiss | pau) A. Walker; two Republicans 
its bid for a N. Y. FM outlet, it was! Ray C. Wakefield and* Rosel Hyde; 
learned here yesterday, and a_ self-confessed political inde- | 
The New York indie was rumored | pendent, E. K. Jett, who, however, 


to have a good chance of winning an 
FM franchise despite heavy competi- 
tion from a dozen other bidders. 

The Post’s withdrawal from New 
York FM follows a similar retrench- 
ment last summer when Mrs. Thack- 
rey pulled out FM applications in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco with- 
out offering any explanation other 
than that she did not wish “to over- 
extend herself.” 

The Thackrevys are still bidding 
ision stations in N. Y. 
the West Coast but now have 
plications on file for FM. 

Exit of WLIB from the N. Y. 
scene may complicate matters for 
the FCC in the granting of permits 
for FM in that city, rather than ease 
the situation, With only five licenses 
to grant to N. Y. now, the commis- 
sion has to decide whom to please 
and whom to offend, 


[ol 
and on 
ho ap- 





SCHWERIN SYSTEM GETS 


NBC GO-AHEAD SIGN 


Horace Schwerin has been given 
an unofficial go-ahead by NBC for 
the introduction of his program pre- 
test Reactocaster as an exclusive 
network commercial enterprise. 
Schwerin was scheduled to make 
his presentation to NBC execs last 
week, but the continued AFRA nego- 
tiations interfered. However, Frank 
Mullen, the web’s exec veepee and 
general manager. has put an un- 
official stamp of approval on the 
operation. 

Meanwhile, the Schwerin-NBC bid 
to agencies for commercia! use of 
the Reactocaster has resulted in 
nearly a dozen requests for presenta- 
tions. 

Schwerin’s pre-test system has 
been applied to WNBC shows on a 
trial basis during the past eight 
months. 


CBS STAFF WORKSHOPS 


Jeanne Meyer's “Alice and Echo” 
Set; Hoffman’s Surrealism Later 

and the Echo,” by Jeanne 
L. Meyer, of the CBS program writ- 
ing division, has been scheduled as 
the Dec, 14 broadcast of the Colum- 
bia Workshop. It is an original, deal- 
ing with a little girl who brings 
back an echo from Germany con- 
tained in a sea-shell which gives her 
very poisonous advice. John Becker 


“Alice 





FM | 


PORTE 
' 


1 POT 
N BALANCE 


Washing 
1 advance of 
Republican 





Dec. 10. 
new Con- 


gton, 
the 


FCC 





Seren Court Upholds FCC on WOKO, 


gress National Commit- | 
tee Chairman rroll Reece served | 
notice on President Truman last 
week that the Republicans want ma- 
jority control of FCC, FTC, and a 
host of other independent agencies 
created by the Congress and directly 
responsible to that body. 





was appointed to a Republican va- 
caney. 

Appointment of a GOP'’er to 
Jett as 
Commis- | 


36) 


with 
wheel. 


parties 
nominal 


three-a-piece, 
balance 


(Continued on page 


Williams in Lather On 
Musical Show Ajrer: 


J. B. Williams, which sponsors 
William L. Shirer on CBS, is in the 
market for a half-hour network spot | 
for a musical show. Shaving outfit | 
tried unsuccessfully to cop the 7:30 | 
Thursday evening segment on NBC, 
vacated by the switchover of Dennis | 
Day to Wednesday at 8, idea being to | 


= 


Alec Templeton, 
ter Thompson-produced show 
ment for Charlie McCarthy last sum- 
mer. 
When and if it grabs a half-hour 
minute Sunday sponsorship of 
Shirer. Latter has reportedly been 


broadc asting on two-week options. 


the | 
seventh FCC slot would line up the | 


May Drop Bill Shirer |: 


| 
went in as Standard Brands’ replace- 
| 
| KAND here from J. C. West and | 
slot, Williams plans dropping its 15- | Frederick Slausson to Alto, Inc., for 


put in a musical program topped by | 
That's the J. Wal- | 
that | 


| 
' watts on 1340 kilocycles. 


| 
| 
| 


Affecting Five Other Permit Tiffs 





’ Washington, Dec. 10 
a7 rye In a decision which kas immediate 
The Time Bomb Is application for at least five othe) 
radio licensees, the Supreme Court 
reve ° $9 ruled here yesterday that FCC was 
Ticking within its rights in refusing a license 


renewal to WOKO, Albany. N. Y.. 
because its principal: 
Arch Oboler nat es. mn 


stockholding over a 12-year pe- 


concealed a 


By 














riod. The high court ruling reversed 
* *& * a decision of the U. S. Court of Ap- 
i eals for the District of Columbia 
on editorial feature ; ae ’ 
favoring WOKO. 
‘ Justice Jacks ‘liver the c " 
of the fertheoniing I ackson delivered he court 
opinion, which voted 8-0 in favor of 
. : FCC, Justice Black did not partici- 
{1st Anniversary Number || ..;, ' ; 
The high court agreed with the 
of District court that the WOKO cas 
; as “a hard one” and that, in FC¢ 
VARIETY oes, it might have Stopped short 
of yanking the license. However, 
| said the opinion, “it is the commis- 


not the courts, which must be 
interest il} 


a 
‘Sh Stri satisfied that the public i . 
CwWCase rip } be served.... The fact we might not 
made the same determinatio1 
ame 


on the sz > facts does not warrant 

| a substitution of judicial for admin- 
= ; ; i ; 

| istrative discretion. ... We agree 


nave 


this is a hard case, but we cannot 

CBS is abandoning its late after- | 48ree it should be allowed to make 
noon (5:30-6) program development | bad law.” 

strip. with the result that several | . rhe opinion leaves the way open 

shows are getting the axe. Network | ‘°° FCC to permit other WOKO 


stockholders to 





several months back decided _it air rid themselves of 
might be a good idea to utilize the | Harold Smith and Raymond Curtis 
half-hour segment for showcasing of | “2° perpetuated the concealment 
|CBS-built programs that were con- | Pefore FCC, and refile for the sta- 
sidered as potentially saleable. Idea} “0"S facilities. Meanwhile, thre: 
lapparently didn’t jell, so web pro- other companies have already ap- 
gramming execs have settled for a | plied for WOKO's facilities. 
half-hour musical on a cross-the- _The WOKO discussion has imme- 
board basis for the spot. It's the new diate impact on the following Cases, 
‘Bouquet for You” show with Patti rota of them now in court or due 
Clayton and Billy Williams. or court appeal: WORL, Bosion, 


| 
% 
{ 
| 


lthe Marx Loe b-produced show which 


| 


where the license is questioned for a 


“Theatre of Romance,” |." . 
similar concealment of.a stock trans- 


AS a result, 





reverted to a sustainer this season | fer; WHIP, Hammond. Ind., where 
|when Colgate gave. up sponsorship, FCC refused a license to persons on 

getting the axe. It occupied the — Beene = ge eager 

Wednesday slot. Also being dropped | maare New Jersey, ditto; wc HS- 

“Hawk Larabee,” heard Thursdays, | atk eae oe a oe ge a 
land “The Chicagoans,” which has | tty ae Sena a 
filled ee Cenehae anuniae wee ery ee New York, where FCC re- 
lthe 5:30-6 strips are being retained. og to let the Mester Bros. buy 
‘the Monday “Oklahoma Roundup” pow ulova property because of al- 
moving into the olé Danny O'Neil! leged misrepresentations made to 
slot cross-the-board, and the Friday egg gg , , 

‘That's Life” show, which becomes | th = eesti Court | nee that 
a Tuesday-Thursday show from 4:30 | nougn the ¢ ncealment = this a pa 
to 8 p. mn. starting Dee, 17, did not affect the station’s service, 

sean | the fact of concealment may be 
| more persuasive than the facts con- 


| cealed The Court discounted 
| WOKO’s arguments that FCC has 
| been less tough on other defenders, 
and held: “The very fact that tem- 
| porizing and compromising with de- 
ception seemed not to discourage it, 
may have led the commission to the 
drastic measures here taken to pre- 
serve the integrity of its own 


TEX. STATION FETCHES 25G 
Corsicana, Texas, Dec. 10. 
The FCC has approved sale of 


a sales price of $25,000. 
KAND operates full time with 250 


SyYS- 








Few incidents in radio have 
stirred so much pro and con debate 
or evoked so many human 
repercussions in recent 
the Frank Sinatra Saga, 
ning of the Bobbysox Brigade. 
Since the Voice’s recent shutout of 


New 


studio audiences during his 
York stay, the two camps have been 
solidly forming—those who 
thize with Sinatra (and they 
to be in the majority) and 
ithat the uninhibited ids have been 
in general making life miserable foi 
him. and those who contend that, 
after all, it was the bobby-soxers 
who projected Sinatra, into the top 
show biz personality that he is today. 
Things hummed at an accelerated 
pace last week. Old Gold and Len- 





interest | Allen's Alley Sunday 
months as} 


} 


or the Ban- | 


tem of reports.” 


issue was a 24% stock interest 


Praslia e’s Shutout Scored ie a WOES tak ee nae 


Hit, Error As Camps Divide 


former CBS official and ex-Federal 
Radio Commissioner, which was 
concealed in 29 separate applications 
filed with FCC, 


BURDICK OUT OF JOB 
IN NEW KSFO SETUP 


San Francisco, Dec. 10. 





sound the same in terms of the home 
| lis tener, 

Meanw hile Sinatra moves over to} 
(15) for a re- 
ciprocal guest shot. Allen doesn't 


ban bobby-soxers and the trade will 


| be watching with keen interest to, Station KSFO here under new 
| see how the kids react. | policy inaugurated by its returnee 

For the Sinatra fan clubs appar- | Veepee, Phil Lasky, has abolished 
ently haven't been taking it lying | the job of production munager. This 
down. During the past two weeks | €liminates Richard §. Burdick, who 
they've been chalk-marking the | )as had the job since his discharge 


appear | 


ruining his Old Gold radio show and | 


sympa- | 


| 


agree | 


| gations to dealers are getting abuse 


sidewalk in front of the broadcast | from the Army a year ago. 


tudio with pleas of “Dear Frankie: Burdick’s plans are _ indefinite. 
Let us in, we'll behave.” Similar ex- | He's stage director of “The Front 
pressions have been pouring in via | Page,” legiter current at the Geary, 
mail to CBS. )and was recently represented on 

But Sinatra's adamant. He's con- | the Columbia Workshop as author 
vinced that the kids are responsible | of “The Tin Whistle.” 





for the lack of a better Hooperating | 
payoff on his show. Some of the OG | 
execs go along with him on that } 
score; others with studio ticket ebli- 


NABET Primes for New 
xations to deal | Contract With NBC, ABC 


Hollywood, Dec. 10 





The si uation hasn't contributed y iati 
t «< qd Oo ‘ * © > . t 
Giniemt tetas eke | Ne gotiations start Feb. 1 for new 
val proving Sinatra’s health. | two- year tickets between National 
He's a sick man. Last Wednesday | Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 


| altogether. 


on NBC have been squawking over] wili direct for the Workshop with|nen and Mitchell agency, among 
the current practice of the web’s|, musical score by Alexander | whose execs the same division of | 
New York flagship station, WNBC, Seminler. | opinion seems to exist, finally man- | 
in utilizing station break time to plug} Another Workshop program on |euvered Sinatra into agrecing to re- 
only local programming, such as the | the spindle is by staff editor Elwood llax his ban partially for tonight's 
“Hi, Jinx” show, ete ; | Hoffman and bears the title “Sur- ‘Wed.) broadcast, when Fred Allen 

As one agency exec put it: “You'd | real Marriage.” It's a maybe for Jan- | Goes a Bu st shot on the show. 
think WNBC was completely di. | wary. | Special tickets have been printed 
vorced from network operation; it | Miss Meyer is assuming “senior” | permitting adults (21 and over) into 
Rets its top audiences from the shows | status on the CBS writing staff this 'CBS Theatre 3 on Broadway, Sin- 
We feed them, but hands out the free | week, having begun some years ago | atra agreeing that lacking studio 
rides to the Strictly local programs.” | as a secretary. reaction those Allen quips might not 


: 


(4) he was ferced to skip rehearsals 


Technicians, and two nets, 
Now he's 


trying to get a | NBC. 


ABC and 


month off. If he does go off for a| Negotiation group will consist of 
few-week interval, Lennen & Mitch- | four NABET members, James Brown 
ell plans using a guest star policy, | of Hollywood; Mack Dennell, of Sen 
retaining the same overall program | Francisco, and one member each 


lawnr ‘hi 
flavor. ifrom Chicago and New York. 
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EN AND NOW A DAY OF INFAMY LEE SULLIVAN’S VEST POCKET ata ata 
KCHESTRAS OF THE NATION pecTtors 1= ‘ee; Sid- With Tex McCrary, narrator: Lois; VARIETIES : t 
‘oct - Philharmonic, Guy With Dr. W. W. Bauer, emeee; * Zarclay, Richard Holland, Stuart} With Frank Maxwell, Florence Mac- 0 owup omment: 
— eg” ens conducting: Home ney Breese, Jess Pugh, Maurice mich vy Al Melvin; Don Pedro Michael, The Smoothies; Tex An- 
‘aser Harris : , "h: av W . Mcintosh, ¢ : ’ : 
Biers announcer ‘ Copeland, Beryl ¢ — — bat amas music, George Crook toine, announcer $4006646000060-66-04. o- 
vii l, Les Spears, Charles Egelston: vary ‘riters: Don Gillis, Richard Davis 
Lmarelens: Mend a Prade phal, L : 5 “ptt epi Writers: Don G , 
Superviser: Ernest La I rator, Bob McKee; announce! Vriter: MeCrary -oducer-Director: James Harvey Kraft Music Hall last Thursday 
Producer: Arthur Austin _— S . sic. Joseph Gal- | Producer: D. L. Provost Producer-Director: : : sht sneak previewed Eddie Foy 
Writer: David Hall Gleerge Svehe; muse, orecp , Director: Lee Jones Music: H. Leopold Spitalny, Milton | night sneak previey Eddie Foy, 
. a ek eee lichio aoe’ Sat (7) 5 p.m Katims Jr.. who's slated to fill Edward 
” aiee., 2 Writer: William J. Murphy eS DEeme. Ss S575 Pee i5 Mins.; Monday-thra-Friday, 10 Everett Horton's place when the 
ee RC-NBC. N. ¥ Director: Norman Felton Sustaining ¥ o-. latter exits after Jan. 1. Unfortu- 
7a poe t witl resenting its , 30 Mins., Sat, 4 p.m. ba nage eo (7). NBC’s N. Y. flag- | Sustaining nately, the preview permitted only 
N ? v 1 presenting ss Sant mn Saturday 4 ‘ a. ee asej s}j ae “oy , ; 
sie x NBC Pht 0s » Os estra Sustaining wn - bees Beart Harbor Day by | WNBC-NBC, N. Y. a passing glimpse at Foy, whose 
1} ) IN i ‘ ‘ ae ‘ ° " r y yb obs ) » é Lf « - : m ; 7? re ; . , 7 4 ; 
. mublic service sustainec Si WNBC-NBC, N. ¥. e é. ait Nelson Olmsted's 5 p.m.| This shorty is packed with just | mike stint on this show lasted only 
4 1 pubic se For the 14th successive yveat he | canceling els¢ s : ; canvas “sal “an afford | two or three minutes. One could 
ta NBC yiTering stene \ ; ' , , tion telling period and spotting in- | about everything radio can_ atfor« . 
| i f the count Ameri Medical Asst nyt Clade ne shot written and nar- the way of variety entertainment tell, however, that Foy know h 
-y ’ ol 1¢ ( i ‘ _ all i a) TT +} ¢ l ] | ia i ( l -S i < i | . ? “ . , d s 
; Sa lay , ist Saturday (7), W Hs } vy Tex McCrary. Latte: vho | And yet it seems to lack punch in | way around a gag line, but wl ethei 
GO) i . Nation I Vth orincation Of Ns nos WNB * sagulariv as the male pots, although, paradoxically, in the | he’s a strong enough personality to 
' ri l { ‘ rt os “7s "7 sey - orem “8 J no ill picture if moves ilmost too adequately hold down this key week 
Y a tripk ’ . , f ; or ‘ oO e ayem il JINX ( ) aa ONS » | : party) ; ; hints _ ° 
' ! U.S { \.M “og si * ; leci led tendenev of lat ast Weakening effect probably | night spot only time and Foy Bag 
it } Oo pic ut " \ = ; t we pe ratin ide ol nes from gags which, put over ir vriters will ae ws addi 
O Yu" anes Ame med and sho writi >» 5 anes thar . ions resence of Marlene Dietric} 
, oaden the , P to |} nit B ‘ ngled to special date In en i hurry, are not of themselve very | tional ab se —— oe iy ps 
I these orchestra " ) orern : tbl + eats 1emoration of the “day | funny who stylized her already stylized 
no ) oO nes ( i¢ " 1] Tt to ) { ymmeme¢ y ( { { oar : ee a e : 
’ . if good mt 8 eee gh prt ~) a ten tab vill long live in infamy” to Mc-| In the quick quarter-hour caught, | personality, and Horton, who is a 
f N BC stated aim is i - - ; rei , } race tation of NBC} Lee Sullivan opened with a chorus 000 comic saddled by poor fags, 
: : - j } D J Mi . S1 , aly the OIE Pe - : : »f we 1IOWw from where the the how s st indout ieature remains 
rt t nee radio S ai ‘ t rea wel —— r ; a ‘d |} nist . 4 
} } \ ‘ HALTS ved its atea neni : . ren eddie Yuchir ‘anistic and |} 
. ible for the spread as os _ of McCrary’s script was an} comec y angle took over unprepo “0 yee a * 
r } n ‘ 3 rail : , 9 > ler » ~ oren s t p » 
Ss) mic music that made some of B ievement. tl h whi wtation of “One Damned Island | sessingty Parody : et educational 
the hest > ; shen dbp eer rt exit ee ” rormer ; broadca using the Austrian com- . 
these orchestras possible, it’s radio's ail ‘re only fter Anothe by two former air | bros n 
ot great recognition were Only | After Another, h 3 ee oe - pier WH ™ —_a ; 
pla to give these orchestra oo ry a pe the script. By the time ns combat correspondents, Clive | poser. Franz Josef Haydn for b | “Broadway Talks Back” on WOR 
tion hearing “a pet es a ve Rs one felt that HI ie ird and Joe Whitley. But it was ographical purposes, Was Over- | Monday (9) was a lively session 
Fourt season, which tee of} ' Res yf “Di ‘Sin Ss col . s i dependence on the desecrip- | milked, corny and amateurish, '"} when author Moss Hart had his say 
as : - +1) Sey oO he LM POTLlLahNnec Ol I olms ] not oni : ‘ie Fr > f ha ng > rem of a good ' h- F ay nekdtnt 
Saturday Je ae Pape = oO tribution had not been made clear to | 4, of the events that occurred at} we = laving the g }to John Chapman an nt the critic's 
chestras, 12 of them new to tl the lay listener, ane the only reason | pvar| Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, that | 8ag idea opinion of his new drama at the 
series. Opener presented the Roc! r = ae ae , great man was |... McCrary’s show worth hearing. | Music moves in once again w ith Music Box. N. ¥ Chapman's review 
es Philharmonic under Guy | '& ite f faitt ; to the narrato! 77 a the ‘manner in which he! “Anybody’s Love Song,” followed by | in the N. Y. Daily News was headed 
Fraser Harrison i. a_ tastefully ma ( ‘Cast and productio ~A hack to life the actual New | 4 Quickie instrumental on “Waitin Christopher Blake’ Suffers From 
} ne SO . cath ‘ . prot 4 L Dal \ ‘ « . = i . ’ . oe 
hoc program that n le ho ye ? aut the story itself just "9 7 \ pe ‘ a eat dar for the Robert E. Lee Wit: both | the Curse of An Aching Hart. 
S ert’ “Unfinisted” Sy ) ere oO : ‘ ork see le b &. < ited New Yorkers The Smoothies and Sullivan supply- which Hart objected to In the text 
, C' jeiied | news that exc ( eC pe : : 
R “B Mal fh D1 W W Baus the A.M.A.'s i ny (Tommy Manville’s fifth ng more than ample vocal talent tae critic had referred to the drama 
Vio Mar! ive oO I oO ate 1 ae : 1S ithorit Ay ‘ -_> 7 ns eatil ( rad and more i usic WoOl } ‘ lick papel fiction.” 
‘ , ' op rector ot eaucation We at Ult f ‘omg oO reno INAV S CALLERS? a , "ae ei ae ' 
() ! , B 7 . Re : lve € as the emcee, ana the \rmy in football the preceding day, seen to ¢ “7 pricy r. th . Hart wa caustic at times but gen - 
c i ul” Ove _ oa ’ re aS 4! closing speech by a medico fron tc.) and the general atmosphere ; F _ on o y _~ > 4 anc t im Enon erally witty, which got audience 
$ od ¢ one of background s about Nashville did well to show that the lich McCrary dug up, were genu ay. this time on finance : omy Ae laughter. He coined the phrase “The 
va < > le Vis ll a c A , TS . . ris . > sth " ” 
the orchestra some of it a itt 1, | south is in there pitching medically | ** Sammy Kaye was swinging his their commercials, and their me Chapman Cometh” but conceded that 
" 1s} } » > 11, 7 . . : ‘ rie . b a, sy r | the ‘ > . » » ‘6 A 
“s ee ee lg ilo vith the rest of the country) ic at precisely 2:29:50, that fate- | ods. Laughs are not muc nm better there are other critics with sloppiet 
1 1 le > »f t , , . . : Mus Ie ¢ : BOUIN» SLES . a " . P . or: . | te 
good taste while the brief ro Car: .. when an NBC newsroom | than in the first atte mpt. Progran methods than his Author did not 
. ay Doses oh SEH " ——— fendi 4 a ool h the new f the | iS a 15-minute bargain for listeners | geny the eritic’s ability and im- 
well done Bro can Sere P a Ha “b 1 TI at mo- tired of the daytime soaper hash portance “tor which no license is 
fates a PETTICOAT PARTYLINE ynbing of eat r - , aoe dom. ai It's good entertainment required 
With Jack Smith, Elaine Bauer, Bert nt was resurrectet ; fs \e ; t Tomm ‘nape or he 
BREAKFAST WITH THE BROOKS Stewart, Al Lurie, Bruce Scott's | of Franklin D. Rooseve t — cing ee ( ae o ad eC s ae 
With Irma Lemke, — Kroman orch; Fred. Harper, emcee of that “day of infamy on De ) VIE MATINEE | Suesse a ne ¢ have oO } ‘0 ect am : 
30 Mins., Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m. Writer: Dick Powell that was historic material worth | MO » MATINEE |} with a helmet He reminded the 
>A PTICTP ‘ “Se ts eat ‘ With Bill Slater, others author of the barbs in his other plays 
PARTICIPATING Producer: Charles Black curing again. . ° Elli nor a can Wh ‘ ' 
WGY, Se heneciad 60 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 12:45 p.m. McCrary deliberately went no ful I roduce r: Bruce E ott 7 uch as The Man 10 Came to 
The district’s first husband-wife | CO-OP el than reminding listeners, | Writers: Kathleen Norris, Wilbur | Dinner” based on the cracks of the 
ce an ‘id | WS ‘incl j ; curred | Stark |late Alexander Woolleott, which 
radio team, Irma Lemke and David | WSAI, Cincinnati through his show, of what occul 
Kroman, have been on the air for WSAI’s ace production currently. | on Dec. 7, 1941. He asked whcthe 60 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. | were pithy, to put it sear Re 
two months in the spot which Miss | “Petticoat Partyline” is filling as a} we are any nearer awarene today | Sustaining : viewer also re nit are the aut - of 
Lemke (known on air as Martha! n idday full-hour helping of music | than we were on that dav. His need- WOR, so . George Bernard Shaw when t ial 
Brooks) long occupied with “The! and comedy. ling of the memory tracts was need- This hour-long quiz on films in worthy was a critic. In reply to 
” IZ ' 4 | = ‘ . erey a) ‘ » y . statior ‘ ¢ idea that . tice Yes » 
Market Basket.” Kroman, member of It's a_ studio audience show in| oq and was done well and smoothly. | presses as some thing the tat on Hart s ide a that.the notice’s headlir e 
the WGY Players, is officially paired | which Bert Stewart and Al Lurie And WNBC is to be congratulated | rushed in hurriedly when the en wa frivolous and rathe vulgar, 
with his wife for th» first time, al- | who have teamed up as radio fun- for letting him build the show the] of the football season left a two- | Chapman said he thought it over 
though they have cppeared in nu- | sters since being out of military} ,..., he did—with transcriptions for hour hole in the programmatic line. | seriously and believed the heading 
merous WGY and WRGB produc- | service, are permitted to extem-! ojj\6 of the spots, like the FDR] Although fadimanned_ breezily by | told as much as the column and a 
tions. They make a pleasant, intelli- | porize. They are youngsters with voice Cars. | Bill Slater, it’s virtually impossible | half that followed. 
gent and - sometimes highly interest- | lotsa vim and are held in check by |; __~— — ———— | to maintain interest for 60 minutes Hart bore down on Robert Gar- 
ing couple, but the level of their | Fred Harper, who contributes some a !on a program of this type. land critic for the N. Y. Journal 
broadcasts is below those of metro- | acceptable ad lib breeze of his own. | numbers are at the rate of one every Format has Slater throwing ques- | American. referred to as being 
° ~ 4 > or 2. \ ten ° . . . . , 
Olitan ditto -ws angles and per- ain dish is music. Bruce Scott’s| four minutes. Jack Smith, tenor, is| tions to candidates from the audi- | ..o¢ logical. who wrote “a weekend 
politan ditt ews ang al I : A e dates 4 pathologic: \ 
sonalities in Schenectady are nec- | combo turns in a pleasing job, done | above par on light classicals and | ence on identification of films and | diary of an idiot or whatever it is.” 
essarily limited, and with this, the | with clarinet, sax, three violins,|standard pops. Elaine a 4! film stars, plue readings of film | He also objected to Chapman’s refer- 
scope of the Brooks’ airing. | vibraphone, guitar, bass, piano and | smoothy thrush, does 0 P "ae } scripts. There’s an occasional glim- ence to a back stage accident during 
Jaco drums Instrumental and vocal romantic ditties. ol. _ | mer of humor from the quizzees, (Continued on page 36) 
bn aw but generally, the t nor of the ses- EE - 
sion is flat. 
Those getting most answers on a 
aan group of questions are rewarded 
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“SHOW 


1:30 Quarter-hour Musical Programs 


--. each bubbling over with captivating, all-time favorite hit 


tunes... each star-studded with top ranking network artists, 


featuring Phil Brito. romantic tenor 


with SAMMY LINER, pianist extraordinary of the Kostel- 
anetz Orchestra, DOC WHIPPLE, master of the organ, 
ALLYN EDWARDS, emcee...names that spell bigtime radio 
entertainment for everyone...now being broadcast success- 


fully for advertisers over 53 stations throughout the country. 


Pioneer Program Producers Since 1934 











with prizes which get as many plugs 
as though they were sponsoring the 
program. Film passes are also 
handed out. 
Musical aspects of the program 
are taken up by recordings to add to 
the poverty-stricken air of “Movie 
Matinee.” Jose. 
WANTED: GUARDIAN ANGEI 
With Russell Hardie, Leonard Sher- 


er, Dickey Monahan; announcer, 
Harry Wood; music, Kay Reed; 
speaker, Mrs. Sidney C. Borg 
Writer: Jonny Graf 
Producer: John Grogan 
15 Mins.; Mon. (9), 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 
As a public service, to help the 


Federation of Jewish Philanthropic 





Societies of New York in. the 
latter’s current $12,000,000 campaign 
WNEW, N. Y giving four night- 
time this week to as many 
shows dramatizing the work of some 
of the organization's 16 veltans 
agencies The opener (9) was a 
quickie telling about the work of 
“Big Brother,” a volunteer who aids 
one of the agencies in the field of 
juvenile delinquency. 

In “Guardian Angel,”  seripter 
Jonny Graf wrapped up the job 
done by the “Big Brother” in. on 
the whole, clear, understandable 
terms. During the first couple of 
minutes, the play seemed to suffer 
a bit from the malady that usually 
infects efforts to dramatize social 
work the infusion of the social 
worker's own jargon and casework 
terminology. But having thus paid 
his respects to the caseworker’s 
lingo, the script got down to every- 
day plain Americanese, making the 
problem and its solution under- 
standable and acceptabie to the lay- 
man—which was the purpose of the 
show, 

At the end, Mrs. Sidney C. Borg, 
one of the organization's leaders, de- 
livered a warm appeal for the fund- 
raising drive. The people who ran 
the show had enough understanding 
of the medium to keep her chatter 
brief and to the point; and she 
played along like a pro. All of 
which helped make the program 
near tops for this type of radio. 

Cars. 


1S 


spots 





Cleveland—The stork had a busy 
month for WGAR officials. Lillian 
Mast, secretary to manager, had a 
baby girl, her first. Mrs. Carl George, 
wife of ass’t station manager, had a 
girl, her third child; Mrs. Frank Os- 
wald, wife of auditer, had a girl, 





her fifth child. 
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“Mr. and Mrs. Music” 
come to town! = — 








4:00 to 5:30 pm 


“MR. AND MRS. MUSIC” present radio’s pioneer develop- 
ment in recorded music shows (or disc-jockeying, if you please). 
It’s entirely different from anything you've heard, or bought, 
in the past. . . original in itself. .. not a carbon copy or facsimile 
of any other program. 

As a husband and wife record-spinning team, singing star 
Bea Wain and her commentator husband André Baruch dis- 
pense with the chatter of the breakfast table to talk acrass the 
turntables about their most familiar topic—music. They present 
America’s top tunes, bands and vocalists on records, of course! 
But “Mr. anv Mrs. Music” give recordings a brand new appeal 


with such unique features as... 


RECORDS COME TO LIFE with guest appearances by popular 
band leaders, singers, composers and other famous personalities. 


BEA WAIN SINGS with instrumentalists and during highly- 
publicized audience shows in the WMCA Theatre. 


RECORD MAKERS “ON THE SET’—Bea..and -André visit 
recording studios to interview stars making tomorrow’s hit discs. 


INTRODUCING THE “BETIER HALF” as Bea and André 


interview husbands or wives of well-known music-makers. 


*Thanks for your barrage of spot announcements launching the 
show— Frances Langford, Jon Hall, Milton Berle, George Jessel, 
Kate Smith, Ted Collins, Ralph Edwards, Joan Edwards, Ella 
Logan, Jean Sablon, Jack Smith, 


“Mr. and Mrs. Music’ go to town... 


in the year’s strongest bid for dominance of New York’s daytime 
audience. The show boasts the name talent, the production, 
the novelty, the hard-hitting promotion* and advertising send- 
off which has made it a great show from its first broadcast. Bea’s 
sultry personality and André’s master salesmanship combine 
for perfect commercial balance. 

“Mr. AND Mrs. Music” is available in quarter-hour strips-- 
periods which will sell fast, for we thought of the advertiser 
when we set the price—and the price is right! But that’s merely 
part of the story. You should have all of the details. Check 
WMCA Sales or your Free and Peters representative. 


First on New York's dial 


Represented by Free & Peters 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY . 
Anthology of Walter Hackett’s one-act an and 


due out 


Hackett’s 


radio scripts 


ee 


| Joe 


| Farrell” 


in the spring, with Walter H Brown Co. of Boston publishing | 
24th play, “Just Among Us Girls,” just finished Alan Sands scripting 
a new comedy situationer for the Korn Kobblers, to be plattered by Bernie 
Prockter’s radio office New situation comedy starring Johnny Morgan 
and Vict Moore. with Anita Ellis co starred as chanteuse, being wrapped 
up by G ‘ral Artists Corp. Scripters on show are Lou Meltzer and 
Pe Irving Frank Cooper building half-hour comedy package around 
legit actresses Enid Markey and Grace Valentine, curre ntly in the “Happy 
B rthday play The Bill Kadusons have a new son. He Is an editor- 
writer w UP radio Jean Meegan, of AP radio staff, to Coast on 
De 20 couple of weeks WNBC's Bob Davis vacationing in Colo- 
rado Norman Paige, ex-ABC was correspondent and now gen. még! 
of P ine Broadcasting Co., planed this week for business trip 
rhelma Ritter shuttling back and forth between Molle Mystery Theatre 
and Macy’s while working in 20th-Fox’s “The Big Heart” Sam Kaufman, | 


Dorothy 
Sy Fischer 
involving 


Darling, 
back from 


and his wife, actress 
second daughter, born Friday (6) 
negotiating deals for Frank Cooper 
Dinah Shore and Mel Blanc shows. . 

In addition to his own newscasts and “Spotlight on America. 
Carson Putnam pinch-hits for Gabriel Heatter on Mutual for two weeks 
beginning this week (9), bringing his total shows in the period to 16 
Sam Fuller, who transferred to the Coast from N. Y. for Sherman & Mar- 
quette, had his housing problem solved S&M flew his fur- 
niture -ek 

Paul celebrates his 10th anni 
; Metopera soprano Mimi Benzeli guests or 
Want to Lead a Band” from Lake Placid, N. Y., 
as king and queen of the Lake Placid Carnival 


NBC flackery, 


ot 


Coast after 


George 


when out all 


last we 
od ee NBC condu 
Sammy Kaye's “So 
Jan. 2, when they 

Perry Como and entire 


Fi CLO! 
You 


reign 


iday 13) as an 


Chesterfield “Supper Club” cast recording a 15-minute March of Dimes 
transcription for distribution to 1,000 stations 
CBS arranged a special pseudo-broadcast of its Philharmonic series fot 


benefit of U. S. Rubber salesmen gathered Tuesday (10) at Hotel Astor.... 


“Famous Jury Trials” stalking old whodunit scripts at $100 per Mother- 
in-law of Alonzo Deen Cole, author of Anchor-Hocking Glass’ “Crime Pho- 
tographer,” died last Tuesday in his Scarsdale home Irving Neiman 


has piece in January issue of American magazine. 
wood over Christmas while radio plans simmer at this end Jay 
(Savoy & Brennon) has been trying his hand as her scrivener 
Wiese and Ellen Hess, top editors of McCall's, on hand Saturday 
control room-view of Margaret Lewerth’s “The Parade,” 
shop adaptation of a McCall's piece Frank Stanton profile skedded for 
New Yorker publication in next couple of weeks. 


(7) 


Joe Franklin of WNEW is bringing Ricardo Martin out of retirement for 
a guest shot on “Classical Record Collector's Exchange” next Sunday (15) 
Martin was understudy to the late Enrico Caruso Tommy Kelley, 
3-year-old moppet, is going to do “Night Before Christmas” over the 
Mutual net just before midnight of Christmas Eve Mutual's flack chief 
Jim O’Bryon has a Siamese cat, “Dagfa,” which last week, for the third 
successive year, copped first prize in its class at the Empire State Cat 








‘FCC Lists 116 Hearings 
On 206 Ether Requests 


Washington, Dec 

Schedule of hearings for all broad- 
cast requests tabbed for public air- 
ing before Dec. 1 was released by 
FCC Friday (6). List includes 
hearings, involving 206 applications. 
Also included are a half-dozen hear- 


nm 
Lv. 


lone television hearing on applica- 
tion of Allen B. Dumont Labs for a 
Pittsburgh tele outlet. 


Among FM hearings slated are: 
Baltimore, including bid of William 
Randoiph Hearst’s WBAL, Feb. 3; 
Atlanta, April 7; Toledo, Jan. 9; San 
Diego, Feb. 6; San Francisco, April 
| 14; Springfield, Mass., Feb. 5 and 
Charlotte, March 5 

Hearing on Dumont’s tele bid for 
Pittsburgh is slated for April 11. 


“HIRES TO YA‘" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
HIRES SUNDAY PARTY 
ABC, COAST-TO-COAST 
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ZaSu Pitts to Holly | Hoopefating of those days has never been topped 
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Columbia’s Work- | 1" O%S 


ings on FM for major markets, and a 
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ON DUTY 24 HOURS 
A DAY- SERVING 


_ NORTH JERSEY- 
AMERICA’S FOURTH 


LARGEST MARKET 




















26 national & regional advertisers 


48 retail advertisers 


at « cost of: 





less per listener—in North Jersey— | 


America’s 4 Largest Market*than any 
other station including all 50,000 watters! 


*De you realize this market wa T 


conteins over 3% milliog 
DOLLAR NEW 











people; more than these 14 
ithe combined: Kansas City, 
indianapolis, Rochester, 
Denver, Atlenta, Toledo, 
Omohs, Svroevse, Rich. 
mond, Hartterd. Des Moines; 
Spokene, Fort Wayne,Balias, 


LAR FOR 


JERSEY’S BEST RADIO BUY 


are parents of a | 


Alan Young, Frank Sinatra, | 


Don Francisco, Jr., has joined Mutual sales dept. as an 
New personnel at WLIB includes Alan Goff into sales, 
and William Blacksher asst. chief engineer....WHOM has started its new 
series of afternoon public service shows under supervision of Charles 
Baltin and Dr. Thomas Russo. 

Peter Donald and De Marco sisters renewed for an additional cycle on 
the Fred Allen show Thomas B. Morgan, WOV special events director, 
just finished his fifth book, “Speaking of Cardinals” CBS’ Edward R. 
Murrow and Norman Corwin were guesters at Nobel 
mittee dinner at Astor yesterday (Tues.) John Crosby's radio column 
now appearing in 19 dailies, all metropolitan sheets Mark Hanna pre- 
paring a new half-hour package around Quentin Reynolds... Seg to be a 
dramatic format, and will be directed by “Grand Central Station” cox'n, 
Ira Ashley Helen Claire and Don MacLoughlin added _ to of 
Strange Romance of Evelyn Winters” Helen Shields and L John- 
son “Rose of My Dreams” Dor Rich newcon to of 
Helen Trent” Court Benson joins “Young Widder Brown” cast, while 
Boland, Evelyn Juster and Larry Haines are added to “Front Page 
Bill Todman. who with Mark Goodson co-produces the CBS 
Winner Take All” program, will lecture on “Production Problems of the 
Quiz Show” at Queens College, Flushing, week of Dec. 16. Lectures are 
part of the college curriculum headed “Radio As a Social 
between N. Y. Giants, Eastern Division ch: 
league, and Chicago Bears, Western Di\ 
at Polo Grounds Sunday (15) will aired 
Barber and Connie Desmond. Old Gold 
also cover the game, but on a sustaining basis. 

Harry Wismer named by the National Football 
the next five years the league’s 
Sunday's tilt the New 
New York 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


Ted Smith ordered by 
as ( director of 
son Leon Benson 
Olga San Juan with Kay 


show in N. Y 
account exec 


cast 
mont 
“Romance 


to lel 


F 


ips in 


orce 
Nati 
champs for league 
WHN by Red 


television will 


Game wn ynal pro 


football 
crown 


Isilon 
over 


NBC 


pe 


sponsoring 


League to broadcast for 
starting with this 
Chicago Bears in 


championship 
York Giants and 


game 


between the 


of his duties 
Walter 
singing 


Bob Hope & 


take h leave 
and commercial films 


It looks like rep 
and Jane Harvey 


his medico to three-mont 


oast television for J Chomp 


ila berths for 


for 


carries on 
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ash 


| in AFRA's strike fund on the national balance sheet was tabbed at $574.94. 


| layoff. 
| getting 


| Martha Tilton relieves Joan Barton as warbler 


| staff, transferred to the downtown office to look after 


John L 
Write your own tag 
wetted down instead 


line .Around for spot of sunshine but 
are Howard Ketting of Ruthrauff & Ryan; 
Mathes agency’s John Bates and Ted Okie; Bill Brown, adv chief of Canada 
Dry; Maurice Needham, ,Walter Wade When his 10th anni broadcast 
rolls around next month, Edgar Bergen will be surrounded by alumni of 
his hour-show days of some years back. Included are Dorothy Lamour, 
Don Ameche, Rudy Vallee and Nelson Eddy. Incidentally, Bergen’s 49 
NBC's John Royal 
Hal Bock, Coast television 


a 


around for a few days for casual talks with 
and general sizeup of far western video Mann Holiner wiil 
the reins of the Frank Sinatra show to Ted Sherdeman when 
the Old Golders return home. He wants to devote more 
all operation of Lennen & Mitchell, of which he is a partner .Paul 
Weston tapping the beat for Jo Stafford and her Supper Clubbers .Nat 
Linden left the Joan Davis writing staff to work on an original for pictures 


Phil Baker and everyone connected with “Take It Or Leave It” want 
to stay put out here, but Milton Biow wants the show back in New York 
and he'll probably win out, even over Martin. Straus, the sponsor.... 


at “Parky’s” .Bob Hope 
Judy Gariand and Bing Crosby for guest shots 
Arnold Maguire of the Foote, Cone & Belding production 
the radio end of the 


has lined up Eddie Bracken, 
in that order 


| motion picture division Ward Wheelock agency reported shopping 
around for a new show, preferably one from Hollywood. As a replace- 
ment for Hildegarde, whose current rating hardly rates a rose? Eddie 
Firestone, Jr., Cana Gil Stratton on “Those Websters” Ben Alex- 


116 | 











Note Book”’ 


IN CHICAGO a 


Ben Lochridge moves from Deb mag to sales staff of Mutual's midwest 
office in Chi....Wieboldt Stores renewed “Your Neighbor” on WMAQ for 
52 weeks....Ed Kobak, Mutual prez, in Chi Dec. 10-14 Frank E. Mullen, 
NBC general manager, partied by NBC Central Division....Ted Collins’ 
illness cancelled Kate Smith’s Chicago visit last week .Rosemary Wayne 
becomes Chi’s only femme disk jockey, with auto association sponsorship, 
via WJJD....Jack Nelson, tenor, with new show on WIND....10th annual 
ABC-NBC Xmas party, for employees of both nets Chi headquarters, slated 
for Dec. 21....George Olson, NBC messenger staff, made good to the tune 
of announcing job at WCAW, Charleston, W. Va. Smiley Burnette, film 
cowboy, guested on WBBM’s “Western Theatre”....Lou Nova, fighter 
turned actor, in part of sportscaster in Theatre Guild of The Air's “Golden 
Boy”....WBBM airing new tune by Jack Fulton....Norman Barry, in 
new WMAQ show, reports on books, plays and films for Fox DeLuxe Beer 

.Ell Henry, ABC Central Division publicity head, to Rockford on biz 

.William Carr, former Chicago Sun rewrite man, joins ABC Central 
Division news staff....Full coverage of 4-H Club Congress in Chi last week 
maintained by NBC with wire recorders....“How Do You Pronounce It?” 
airs from National Speech convention hqs at Hotel Sherman Dec. 31... 
“Ma Perkins” cast celebrating 13 years on NBC....Atlas Beer takes on 
Kenny Baker show for 13 weeks via WGN. Paul Barrett, manager of 
KERO, Bakersfield, Cal., in town conferring with NBC....Jules Herbu- 
veaux, NBC Central Division program director, off to New York. 
yeneral Mills and ABC hosting with cocktails at hockey game telecast. 
Harry Kopf, NBC sales veepee, back in Chi seeing old friends. ‘Robert 
B. Jones, Jr.. ABC Central Division station relations topper, in New York 
for talks with Mutual's “Captain Midnight” celebrates its 
1,300th consecutive performance this weck .Patsy Lee, Oakland, Cal., 
songstress, back for fourth time on “B: -eakfast Club” .Maurice Evans 


will exchange Shakespearian notes with Quiz Kids on their Dec. 15 pro- 
gram. 


Pearson Dishing Out Pap Mutual in Costume Mood 
Given Him by Gamblers, Signs ‘Monte Cristo’ 
N. Orleans Mayor Claims: Mutual is going to put its former 


West Coast airer, “Count of Monte 


ander starts a new “ program on Don Lee Jan. 6. It goes co-op 














New Orleans, Dec. 10. | Cristo,” on the net coast-to-coast, be- 

Mayor de Lesseps Morrison. in a | 2"ning Dec. 19, in an effort to cash 
defayed statement Friday (6), | ‘0 9m Current interest in the swash- 
charged Drew Pearson with broad- | U0 1"& Period-piece type of melo- 
casting “propaganda put out by drama hypoed by recent film re- 


leases. 


gambling interests who are opposed “Monte Cristo” 


to law enforcement and clean racing 


had been on the 


- | Don Lee we acifi 
in Teer Getente. | web along the Pacific for 
_ | two years as a sponsored program, 
In a recent broadcast, Pearson is | bankrolled by Safeway Stores 
reported to have said that although | Latter has discontinued sponsor- 


Mayor Morrison had been elected on ship because of product trouble. 


an anti-gambling platform, he had | Meanwhile, as one of the results 
asked that 100 jobs be given his | of Mutual’s increased interest in 
political Supporters at the Fair | Coast originations, program veepee 
Grounds, | Phillips Carlin has decided to put 

In a sharp reply the mayor | “Count” into the Thursday night 


8:30-9 o’clock slot as a coast-to-coast 
sustainer, 


charged that Pearson had made “in- | 
accurate and unfounded statements” 
and was “disseminating erroneous | 
information and doing yourself as | 
well as this city a disservice.” 
Mayor Morrison pointed out, that 
racing is legal in this city; that as a 
member of the state législature he 








had introduced the 1940 act setting 
up the Louisiana Racing Commis- 
sion, and that the pari-mutuel sys- 
tem provides tax revenues to both 
the city and state 


Anniversary Com- | 


Lewis’ miners have a backlog of millions to see them through a long | 


time to the over- | 





Radioites Flock To 
Pix Assignments 


Trek of radioites into Broadw ay 
|legit lately is being matched by the 
| parade of AFRAites into Coast films 
Recent weeks have seen many 
tors, as well as directors, 
west for pix assignments, 
tling back and forth for 


the two 





ac- 
heading 
or shut- 
Obs in both 
media, to 


tie industries in 


close! 


Radio actor Martin 
|was associate producer on Walte: 
|Wanger’s “Smash-Up,” due shortly, 
has been inked by Wanger to direc} 
first film “The Washington 
Flvet Luis Van Rooten een in the 
film “Two Years Before the 
inked for the next Alan 
picture. Frank Lovejoy was 
by Story Productions. Fd 
will be featured in 20th- 
“Boomerang,” starring Dana 
Andrews 
Gertrude 
dropped all 
Coast into 
back 
both 
divides her t 
and legit. Melchoir 


tor and legit 


Gabel, who 


his 


recent 
Mast,” 
Ladd 
signed 
Begley 


Fox’ 


is 


S 


Warner reportedly 
radio work to go to 
films Ann 
and forth 
field Sus 
me between radio. 
Ferrer, 
director, on 
|}Coast to play lead in Argosy Pro- 
ductions’ “The Fugitive.” Everett 
| Beane is in Hollywood for a direct- 
ing chore. Benny Rubin, radio and 
stage comic, will direct “Hollywood 
Hi” for Producers Releasing Corp 
Peter Lind: Hayes is due to appear 
in the filming of the Broadway mu- 


has 
the 
Thomas 
shuttles on a g1)- 
Douglas 
films 
radio 


nents in in 
at 


IS the 


sical, “Are You With It?” by Uni- 
lversal. “It's a Joke, Son,” starring 
|Kenny Delmar, is due soon. Alan 


Young made his screen debut in the 
recently-shown “Margie.” 


Toledo—City’s first FM. station, 
WTOD-FM, went on air Dec. 7. It 
operates on 97.7 megacycles and 


broadcasts daily until 9.p.m. 
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Pemberton Slings 
Sledge at Radio 


Legit producer Brock Pemberton 
doesn't like radio commercials, 
thinks that radio diction and pro- 
nunciation are often “awful, and 
advecates that radio “shoot” pro- 
Russian commentators, “drop them 


through a trap door,” or tell them to | 
| 


back to Russia. 
Pemberton, who 
“more or less allergic” to radio as a 
whole, last week (5) addressed the 
Radio Executives Club of New York 
the third of a series of dissections 


a 


admitted being 


in) 


entitled “What's Wrong With Ra- 
dio Author Fannie Hurst and 
gabber H V. Kaltenborn had already | 
kicked the subject around earlier 
this season 

The producer praised only one} 
show, “Theatre Gufld on the Air,” 
which he said “is the number two 


spot in popularity at last with peo- | 


ple who write about it.” (The last 
Hooper report gave the show a rat- 
ing of 7.5 which placed it in 106th 
place) 

Everything else, to Pemberton 
on the adverse side in 
told the radio execs 

“Of course, it’s an easy thing to 
tell you that the commercials are 
all wrong. You know that. You have 
io have them though; it’s a commer- 
cial institution. 
could be minimized—if you only had 
them 10 times during a 15-minute 
period, and then briefer! It goes for 
singing commercials too. Some of 
the commercials are needlessly 
realistic, particularly laxative com- 
mercials. 
be cleaned up a bit and it wouldn't 
hurt anybody at all.” 

He criticized sight gags that 
puzzle the listeners took a crack at 
early ayem gabbers who laugh at 
their own jokes, and touched on the 
warm-up show by saying: “Maybe 
it would be a good idea to reverse— 
- throw the warm-up show on the air 
and keep the other thing in the stu- 
dio.” 

He took apart quiz shows a @1 soap 
operas. He declared that gag com- 
edy is played out and that “Hooper- 
atings, I think, are practically all in 
the field of character comedy.” (In 
the last Hooperating report, the Top 
15 include the following shows that 


1s 


He 


radio 


depend primarily on gag comedy 
rather than on _ situationers: Fred 
Allen, Jack Benny, Bob Hope, 
Charlie McCarthy, and Burns & 
Allen). 


It was after these criticisms that, 
for his finale, Pemberton wound up 
with: 

“It would be a fine thing to return 
to Americanism on radio and that 
you should shoot, or drop through 
a trap door, or do something to 
some of your commentators who still 
think that the war—remember the 
war?—was won single-handed by the 
Russians, who think it is still on. And 
for all these Elliott R. quislings—I 
wish you'd give them the gate. I'm 
getting awfully tired of listening to 
them. If they like Russia. why don’t 
they go back to it?” 

WNYC, municipally owned station 
in N. Y.. recorded the speech and 
broadcast it Thursday afternoon (5). 


Washington, Dec. 10. 

FCC on its own motion last week 
Narrowed the issues in its hearing, 
slated for Jan. 14, in Los Angeles on 
renewal licenses for the four owned 
and operated Don Lee Network sta- 
tions. 

_Commission said it would con- 
sider only the legal qualifications of 
Tommy Lee, Don Lee’s principal 
stockholder, and his hired help te 
continue to operate the stations and 
the web's activities in ‘violating or 
Persuading its affiliates to violate 
the FCC's chain broadcasting regula- 
tions. 
: FCC deleted from its former hear- 
Ing notice consideration of Don 


Lee's program performance and 
technical and financial qualifications 








to run the network. Commissioner 
Rosel Hyde will preside over the 
Don Lee hearing, FCC attorney 


Bernard Koteen will try the case 


and Bill Dempsey of Dempsey & 
Koplovitz will represent the net- 
work. 


Omaha—When KOAD went on air 
four months ago, there were 30 FM 
sets in town. There are now 700 and 


po demand is getting greater by the 
ay. 


But I do think they 


I think commercials could | 


RADIO 35 





No Bally, No Gab 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 10. 
Sidelight of Rochester daily 


JOHN B. HUGHES SETS | 
SIGHTS ON CORNBELT| 


newspaper blackout resulting 

Hollywood, Dec. 10. | from Typographical Union’s 
John B. Hughes, one time network strike: 

commentator, is going bucolic. He | A top New York radio exec- 

is deserting the Hollywood scene,| utive booked as weekly lunch- 

site of his former originations, and | one spieler by the Rochester 

will go into indie station operation Ad Club cancelled “because 


in Coleby, Kan., with a 5,000 watter 
for which application has been made 
to the FCC. Local citizens are back- 


| there wouldn't be adequate pub- 
ing the venture. | 
| 


licity” for his pontifications. 
Edward P. Curtis, Kodak vee- 





pee and former Air Forces aide 
| Station will concentrate on farmer to General Spaatz, substituted, 
| appeal via the use of mobile unit for speaking in favor of unification 
remotes and other gimmicks. The of the U. S. Armed Forces 


area it will cover is said to be 75,000 





miles of virgin territory 
over half a million people 
which no daytime 


containing 
and into 
Due 


Texas Baptists Plan 


radio comes 





Yuletide Pattern to Fill Xmas Air 
With Special Format on Major Shows 


Following pattern set for Thanks- | Stars,” 
giving Day programming, the nets 
are mapping a varied air menu for 
Christmas eve and Christmas Day 
with sponsors generally preparing to 
peg their shows onto a Yuletide 
greeting. As in former years, the 
nets have begun to schedule a series 


annual event since 1942, 
|Show will feature a string of radio 
inames including Bob Hope, Edgar 
| Bergen, Cass Daley, and others. On 
| Christmas eve, a series of musical 
| programs have been arranged. 
ABC is also wrapping up a two- 
hour package, to be _ presented 





of Christmas shows which will keep | Christmas eve, starring Bing Crosby, 
increasing in number and tempo un- | Paul Whiteman, Henry Morgan and 
til the holiday is reached other network luminaries. Walter 
On NBC, Bing Crosby guesting on | Winchell will launch the program 


| Bob Hope’s show will tee off festivi- | VW1th an editorial on the significance 


| . ities Christmas eve with special of this year’s Christmas. On Christ- 

to freak conditions liste ners may 20-Station FM Setup program from a veterans hospital | ™as day, several special dramat pro- 
only hear Denver, Ch cago and a in the Los Angeles area. The same |8Tams are being set 
j others at night but nothing during | Dallas, Dec. 10. ight. Rudy Vallee will bave Loretta Mutual’s special Christmas gim- 
{daylight hours There is no station rhe executive board of the Baptist | Young appearing in a seasonal play- mick will be a broadcast of greetings 
| there now | general convention of Texas has ap-|jet entitled “The Little Angel.” On|from the Grenfell expedition in 
——<—_—__—_— | Propriated $175,000 for the operation | Christmas Day, General Mills and | Labrador and Byrd Antartic Ex- 
‘What's My Name?’ Up Acai i an FM radio network during the |Procter & Gamble build their four pedition en route to the South Pole. 
y Name: Up Agaim next five years and has approved |quarter-hour soap opera strips from |QOn Christmas eve, the “American 

“What's My Name?,” aud partici- | plans submitted at the recent con- lo to 4 p. m. around a Christmas Forum of the Air” is being cancelled 
pationer which has been on and off | vention held at Mineral Wells. The | theme. integrating, as the P&G |for a program of music by the Chi- 
the air at various times, is being | group's program calls for operation | shows did on Thanksgiving day, | C280 Symphony Orchestra. Other 
auditioned for new presentation in| of 14 FM stations, with 20 stations |each fu!! hour with a common story |Musical programs have been set for 
la deal between director Ed Byron, | as eventual goal. lline. Fred Waring’s slot will present Christmas day in addition to a spe- 
|who now owns the package and | The FCC must approve franchises | the story of Christ's birth through cial program originating overseas 
| John E. Gibbs }and operation cannot be expected to |carols with a narrator reading quo- from among the occupation troops 

New show is being scripted by Joe | begin for at least a year. The vari-|tations from the Bible, while “Mr. | im Germany and Japan 
Cross and will feature Carole Lan- | ous stations would be financed lo- 1D A.” will give a Christmas angle to ee 
dis as emcee Program will be au- | cally. A radio committee will be set | his crime story. Fort Worth—Forrest Clough has 
ditioned Friday night (13) at the |up within the Texas convention to| CBS will air on Chrisimas day | been named program director of 
Longacre theatre, N. Y. ‘carry out the web plans. lenethee edition of “I'wo Hours of ' KFJZ. 




















advertising. 


BASIC MUTUAL 





A COWLES STATION 





WOL 


“THE VOICE OF WASHINGTON” 


These are only 





station. 


Represented nationally by 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 














Silver Spring, Maryland, is one of the many alert, prosperous communities 
served by WOL—a town which grew overnight to its present population 
of 55,000-plus* 


. and appears to be just beginning its real growth. 


Civic-minded to an amazing degree, Silver Spring uses WOL to boost its 
advantages as a place in which to live and do business. Its Board of Trade 
sponsors a live 30-minute variety show on WOL every Thursday night— 
a production complete with dramatic cast, orchestra, starring vocalists and 
studio audience. 


Financed entirely by voluntary subscription of Board 


of Trade members, the program is darned good radio, darned sound 


Other notable advertisers have the same sort of faith in WOL as a soundly- 
effective advertising medium. Washington's three largest buyers of pro- 
vram time are all on WOL—two on W OL exclusively! ‘And Washington’s 
largest department store recently broke precedent to place on WOL the 
first radio advertising in the store's history! 


isolated, typical examples of the overwhelming swing in 


the nation’s seventh-largest city to WOL, Washington’s fastest-growing 


* 1946 estimates of U.S. Post 
Office, Silver Spring, Md. 
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Pearson-Allen Team Needles FCC 


On WBAL, Wants 


Washington, Dec. 10. 


William Randolph Hearst himself 
may have to take the witness stand 


to defend his right to continue as 
licensee of WBAL, Baltimore, if 
newsmen Drew Pearson and Bob 


Allen. who are bidding for Hearst's 


prize Baltimore wavelength, 
their way 

Fresh from their first victory in 
getting FCC to consolidate their sta- 
tion bid with WBAL’s license re- 
newal hearing, the Pearson-Allen 
team pulled two other coups this 
week, both of which placed FCC 
squarely on the spot as “impartial” 


arbiter of what promises to be a ma- 
jor slugfest. 

In a letter filed with FCC Chair- 
man Charles R. Denny, Jr. today 
(10), Pearson and Allen's Service 
Radio Corp. demanded to know if 
FCC intended to follow its usual 
practice and require testimony from 
the principals— William Randolph 
Hearst, to be specific, in the case of 


WBAL. If the commission does not 
call Hearst. who is sole beneficial 
holder of WBAL’s common stock, 


Pearson and Allen said they would 
subpoena him themselves. 

On another front last week, Cohn 
& Marks, counsel for the Washing- 
ington-Merry-Go-Rounders, called 
for a declaratory opinion from FCC 
to determine whether or not the 
issues announced for the WBAL 
hearing permit testimony on Hearst's 
promises vs. performance and past 
programming practices at WBAL. 

That petition pointed to the 


have | 
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F APLOMY 


According to a week-long Diary 
Study conducted by Industrial Sur- 
veys Company, WKY’s average 
share of audience in the 30 coun- 
ty area surveyed is 41.8°/, of the 
sets-in-use, leading all stations 
heard in this area by 4 to 1. 


That's maximum audience ex- 
pectancy! In actual performance, 
this expectancy becomes reality of 
which WKY advertisers receive 


ample proof every day. 


| WKY 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


930 Kc. — NBC Affiliate 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 


REPRESENTED BY 
THE KATZ AGENCY 


| that 
seer just as full and detailed in- 


Genuine Showdown 


; limited purview of FCC's issues on 
| WBAL's hearing, in contrast with 
| the comprehensive Blue Book re- 
|view spelled out for similar license 
|/renewal proceedings on WTOL, 
| Toledo, and KONO and KMAC, San 
Antonio. All four stations were cited 
for programming deficiencies 

The WBAL issues, the 
ence one FCC members, 
understood, omit any men- 
past program _ service 
of Hearst, but 
lifferences in 
between 
ana 


at 
of or two 
it was 
tion of 
promises 
technical 
and coverage, etc 
and Pearson 
proposed operation 


ol 
stress the 
Hearst's 
Allen's 


present 


Outline Testimony 
Pearson and Allen then detailed 
the testimony they expect to give 
at the hearing, and asked FCC to 
okay or reject it so that it won't be 
left up to the hearing officer to make 
a decision on what will or will not 

be permitted in the record. 


Literally taking the Blue Book for | 


a text, they said they would cover 
Comparison of Hearst’s promise and 
performance at WBAL; full 
the amount of time given 
mercial and_ sustaining programs; 
average and maximum number of 
commercial spot announcement dur- 
ing a typical 
and any 
typical 


info on 


15-minute segment of a 
day; amount of time given 


insist- 


installations | 


| WLIB 


to com- | 


Alma Marks Time 


The housing shortage being 
what it is, this is from the heart. 
Alma Marks, radio author repre- > 
sentative with the William Mor- 
ris Agency, in New York, has to 
commute nightly to Fort Hamil- 
ton. 

She had a dream apartment 
all lined up, planned according- 
ly, then discovered that the su- 
perintendent of the building had 
been taken to Bellevue and there 
just wasn’t any apartment. 











Organizational Drive 
Sweeps N. Y. Indies 


With Engineers Involved 


drive is 


York 


organizational 
sweeping the New 


A union 
} currently 
|neers organized for the first time, 
WHOM signing a contract for 
hig! \:t scale for its engineers for 
that size station in the market, and 
announcers being organized 
by the broadcast division of 
American Communications Assn. 
(CIO). 

William H Reuman, 
owner WWRL, was 


week 


principal 


of faced 





| dry 


cut 
| indie, with WWRL having its engi- | 


the | 





the | 


last | 
with a demand to negotiate a} 








the performance. Critic told the 
author: “I think you want me to re- 
but I 
can't 


form and be more solemn, 
don’t see why we (critics) 
write amusingly and there’s no rea- 
son why dramatic criticism cannot 
be set forth in terms of humor.” 
Hart felt that his play was extremely 
well done and is important. 
Author, also occasional actor, had 
an edge, won, but the critic made 
an able defense. John David Beau- 
fort. reviewer for the Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, participated, being on 
Hart’s side, but his remarks 
compared with the 


of “Blake” briefly. Discussion 
conducted before an audience at five 
in the afternoon when a record was 
for subsequent broadcast. 

Ibee. 


Jimmy Durante hypoed the Bing 
Crosby-Philco show into easily the 
best since the debut program when 
Bob Hope guested. Crosbv needs a 
sprightly comic to give the proceed- 
ings that bounce so necessary. ‘ 
No question but that the deadpan, 
slightly “fresh” Oscar Levant lends 
a lot to Info Please. Incidentally, 
they were thrc2-tim> losers, costing 
$500 for that penalty through being 
unable to answer all three subdivi- 


contract for the engineers, who had| sions of the query. 


until now belonged to no union at 
all. The engineers joined Local 1212 
of the International Brotherhood of 


WBAL broadcast day | 


Electrical Workers (AFL). WWRL| 
lis currently preparing to enter the 
big time in indie operation in the 


| N. Y. market, having recently got its 


by WBAL to discussion of contro-| pec permit to raise power from 


versia]l issues and the broadcast of 
| local, live talent shows; nature 
shows broadcast in lieu of network 
sustainers which were available to 
WBAL but rejected by it: and the 


percentage of time given to sustain- | 


|ers, commercial shows and live tal- 
| ent programs between the 6-11 p. m. 
| time period. 

Pearson and Allen also 
know Hearst’s investment in the 
station, program expenses, and net 
revenues, and to hear from his own 
lips his future policy on program- 
ming 

The petition wound up by saying 
Pearson and Allen expect to 


want to 


formation in support of their appli- 
;cation to run WBAL. 


‘CLEARS’ FREEZE ALL 
T70KC, 1030KC BIDS 


Washington, Dec. 10. 

With backlog of requests to climb 
aboard radio’s favored clear chan- 
nels at record peak, FCC last Thurs- 
day (5) said it will not consider 
any such applications, including 
those for the 770kc and 1030kc wave- 
lengths until conclusion of its gen- 
eral clear channel investigation. 

The commission policy announce- 
ment was spelled out in a letter to 
Washington attorney Paul Segal, 
who sought enlightment in behalf of 
a client who wanted to bid for 
room on either the 770kc or 1030kc 
clear channel slots. 

These two channels, FCC said, are 
different from the other clears only 
in that KOB, Albuquerque, has a 
license to operate on 1030kc exclu- 
sively, but is in fact broadcasting on 
770ke under a special authorization. 


Hal Raynor, Gag Cleffer 


For Joe Penner, Dies 


Rev. Henry Scott Rubel, 44, who 
under professional name of Hal Ray- 
nor, was believed to be the only or- 
dained minister to write comedy 
material for a radio program, died 
last week in Glendora, Calif., where 
he had his pulpit. While popularly 
supposed to have written gags for 
the late Joe Penner, his actual con- 
tribution to the show was comedy 
songs with special lyrics for Penner. 

He was with Penner for four years 
back in the late 1930's, and is credit- 
ed with putting to music and lyrics 
such 








*pianolog and chatter. 
He fought in the First World War 


and was a chaplain in the later con- 
flict. 





Troy—WTRY has begun a series 


of half-hour evening 


driving. Written and produced by 
Randy English, with narration by 
Bill Saunders, 





of | 


Penner catchlines as “You 
Nasty Man” and “Wanna Buy a 
Duck.” He occasionally contributed 
a gag line or situation bit to the 
show, but was never listed as a| 
writer. At one time he had his own 


show on KNX in Hollywood with a! 


broadcasts | 
titled “Sudden Death” designed to | 
emphasize the dangers of reckless | 


| 250w to 5,000w. 

At the same time, the ACA pre- 
sented demands for new scales to 
|Generoso Pope, new owner of 
| WHOM, who took over a month ago 
| after a $450,000 purchase from the 
Cowles organization. Pope signed a 
contract which, according to Joseph 
|Kehoe, international sec-treas. of 
| ACA, is next in ceiling-scale only to 
two of the very powerful N. Y. in- 
dies—WHN, which has a ceiling of 
$115 a week for engineers, and 
WNEW, which has a ceiling of $110. 

In the case of WHOM, engineers’ 


| 





|seales now range from a minimum 


of $67 to a maximum of $97, with the 
“progression” period being four 
years. The old scale at the station 
called for a minimum of $47.50 to a 
maximum of $75 in five years. 

ACA, according to Kehoe, has or- 
ganized not only engineers, but also 
whitecollar workers at WLIB, and is 
now completing its roster by enlist- 
ing the announcers. The union is 
also currently negotiating contracts 
with WPEN and WFIL, both in Phil- 
adelphia. 


\Gop Wants Control | 


Continued from page 31 


sioner Wakefield’s term expires next 
June 30 but, unless the old-guard 
Republicans object to his independ- 
ent voting record at FCC, the Cali- 
fornia member should stand a good 
chance of reappointment. 


Durr Up in ’48 

Durr, most liberal of the Demo- 
crats, stands little or no chance of 
retaining his seat, which is up for 
renewal June 30, 1948. Republicans 
would never countenance seven 
more years of Durr, they freely ad- 
mit, and with a GOP president pre- 
dicted for 1948, his chance are con- 
sidered nil for reappointment. 

Reece indicated that the Republi- 
cans will move in only on those in- 
dependent agencies like FCC and 
FTC responsible to Congress, not 
those which report directly to the 
President, 

Said he: “The Congress has pro- 
vided that such agencies should be 
bi-partisan, meaning that in practice 
the majority of the Commission 
should be composed of members of 
the party which held a majority in 
Congress, and that the minority of 
the Commission should be composed 
| of those belonging to the minority 
party in Congress.” 
| Reece also made it clear that the 
| GOP felt Republican appointments 
|}@n FCC and other independent 
| agencies under the New Deal have 
| been Republican in name only. 
| “As we all know,” he said, “dur- 
| ing the past decade there have been 
instances in which so- 
, called minority (GOP) representa- 
| tives on such agencies have not been 
* fact real representatives of the 
| 























| numerous 


minority viewpoint, though techni- 
cally they were qualified for such 
| positions.” 





| Fort Worth—Layne Beaty, farm 
| service director of WBAP, has been 
| named president of the National 
| Assn. of Radio Farm Directors at 
the recent meeting held in Chicago. 

















“Prudential Family Hour,” preem- 
ing a new lineup Sunday (8) 
Rise Stevens, Jimmy Carroll taking 
the place of Patrice Munsel, and 
Jack Smith, is still a smooth blend of 
classics and pops calculated to ap- 
peal to most of the household. In- 
clusion of Miss Stevens in the show 
is a decided strengthening of the 
longhair branch of the show inas- 
much as she’s one of the more im- 
portant Carmens on the Metop list. 
With the acclaim that she’s been get- 
ting for her interpretation of the 
Bizet opera heroine, it was only ap- 
propriate that she open with a med- 
ley of the best known arias of the 
piece. Carroll, still yet to become 
identified with any particular piece, 
contented himself with “If You Are 
But a Dream.” Al Goodman orch is 
the stet item on this stanza. 





“Juvenile Jury,” which 
commercial Sunday (8) on MBS 
under sponsorship of Gaines Dog 
Foods, is a program hard to resist. 
Children’s minds are more logical 
and direct, less devious, than adults’. 
And when kids answer’ unusual 
questions logically, to the point, 
they come up with some refreshing, 
amusing or even fantastic answers. 
So it was Sunday. Despite the occa- 
sional’ indistinctness from _ kids’ 
voices that were too eager and fast 
with answers, show’ was good list- 
ening fun. Emcee Jack Barry stayed 
properly in the background, and 
handled the kids board expertly. A 
good commercial gimmick was the 
introduction of a dog to let the 
board identify its breed. A lot of 
unusual adlib copy came off that 
way, to show the same imagination 
in commercials as applies to the 
program in general. 


went 





“Books on Trial” put the critical 
finger on James S. Pollak’s novel 
about a Hollywood dynasty, “The 
Golden Egg,” in an interesting, if 
slightly mild session on WHN last 


Monday night (9). Franklin P. 
Adams, advocate for the defense, 
made two significant points—he 


doesn’t like motion pictures, but he 


Writers Guild 


Continued from page 28 




















be developed definitely by next 
month. 

Sam Moore, re-elected national 
Guild prexy, writer of “The Great 
Gildersleeve,” will be in N. Y. in 
January when his show moves from 
the Coast to N. Y.. origination. 
While here, it’s expected that Moore 
will confer with eastern members of 
the strategy group, as well as with 


eastern veepee Peter Lyon and 
eastern exec sec Michael Davidson 
about speeding up the campaign 


launching the new negotiations on 
the commercial side. 

In the Guild elections, held simul- 
taneously in the three regions, the 
following were elected to the na- 
tional council: 

Eastern region: Stuart Hawkins, 
Kenneth Webb, Max Ehrlich, Carl 
Bixby, Ruth Adams Knight: west- 
ern region: Harmon Alexander, 
Kathleen Hite, Pauline Hopkins, 
Arnold Marquis, Milton Merlin, 
David Nowinson, Jack Robinson; 
midwest: Jack Bentkover, Myron 
Golden, Rod Holmgren, Ruth Moore, 
Louis Scofield, Studs Terkel, Ulmer 
Turner, Bob Savage, Anne Coyle. 

Council members whose terms 
continue through 1947 are: Eastern 
region: Erik Barnouw, Robert New- 
man, Jerry Devine, Robert Colwell, 
Priscilla Kent; western: True Board- 





man, Forrest Barnes, John Boylan. 


Follow-Up Comment 


———aa, Continued from page -32 Saeeeeeemee 





quate 
and 
self, a 
story’s theme stressed the ever-mod- 
ern angle of man’s responsibility 
his fellow man. Sophie Loeb helped 
erase the universal stigma of Cain, 
as brought out in the play, by her 
energetic fight for the nameless poor 


with | 


————— 








likes people and since the novel cre. 
ated a few genuine people, he liked 
the novel. Budd Schulberg, author 
of another w.k. 
“What Makes Sammy Run,” 
a few minor flaws in the book on 
the basis of its historical inaccuracy, 


novel on Hollywood, 
picked 


It took the moderator Sterling 


North to throw a few pointed barbs 
at the novel. 
impressed by North’s pointing up of 
the anti-Semitic implications in Pol. 
lack’s 
| wood 
were | 
headliners, | 
Barrett H. Clark sketched the theme | 
was | 


The jury, apparently 


broad caricatures 
personalities, voted 


of 


to 


Holly- 


reject 


the book by a vote of eight to four 


“Eternal Light,” Jewish Theologi- 


cal Seminary presentation on the 
NBC net, added another moving 
| dramatization to its series last Sun- 
day (8) when it told the story 
of newspaperwomar’ Sophie Irene 
Loeb’s battle on behalf of the 
widow’s pension law. First rate 


script by Morton Wishengrad titled 
“The Mark of Cain,” was soundly 
played by a group of competent per- 
formers headed by Aline MacMahon 
in 


the central 
Although the 
care to 
illegitimate 


role. 

struggle 
widowed, 
children 
somewhat dated 


for ade- 
orphaned 
is, in it- 
problem, 


to 


whom she met on he- reportorial 
rounds. It was a touching bit of 
radio. 

















This lad is really on the 
ball and it looks as if he 
is going to drive a long 
one. Weed men are al- 
ways “on the ball” and 
they hit all prospects 
hard and often. 


WEED 


AND COMPANY 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
New York @ Boston © Chicage © Atlanta 
Detroit © San Francisce @ Hollywood 












































ome 
@ THE VOICES OF MARLIN BLADES @ 
JINGLES . 
wi > 
= that don’t 
‘= a 
‘| JANGLE |: 
a 
“il RADIO'S MOST COMPLETE, |m 
#| EFFECTIVE JINGLE SERVICE m 
a 
“! YOUR Jingle Sung - or «|= 
El Written, Packaged, Produced: x 
< 
“| "LANNY & GINGER’ GREY |2 
545-5th AVE., N. ¥. C. - AT. 9-4021 |™ 
e ADAM HATS, ETC., ETC. 2 
*e*THERE’S PLENTY OF 
* BUSINESS IN 








WEED & CO, Notionol Representatives 














Wednesday, December 11, 1946 RIETY RADIO | 87 














Few New Broadcasters Turn to FM Send Her In ECC Does Meat Bore in Chickasha 


Washington, Dec. 10. 


“Sell it with glamour,” long a 





the rounds of agencies with a 





brief case is beauteous Bea Car- 





As AM Covers More ‘Air-Poor' Area .'" "0" Case, Vacating Nighttime Grant 


Despite the FCC’s repeated asser- 
tions that FM is the ‘finest broad- 
cast service attainable in the present 
ctate of the art,” only 15% of the 
265 companies who have won stand- 
ora broadcast station permits since 
Vv J Dav have filed corresponding 


pids for FM operation Th is the 
conclusion of a comprehensive 
kdown of AM and FM tation 
zations released b FCC last 


artial explanation for the lack o 

é osm for FM among new- 

r er to broadcasting Is een 
FCC figures which show that 


t half of the AM grants since 
V-J Day went to cities with 50.000 
‘ less population which had no 
exisiing stations. Another 25°. went 


ic cities with only one existing local 
radio service—and half of these 
towns had 50,000 or less population 
Taken together, this means that al- 
yost three-quarters of the AM 
franchises handed out since the end 
of the war have gone to towns that 
badlv needed local station: 

Although FM _ stations in most 
cases would have done the job more 
cheaply and with equal or better 
coverage, lack of FM receivers in 
prospect for these markets would 
mean still longer delays in getting 
local service. FCC officials indi- 
cated that majority of these grants 
went to newcomers in radio who 
wanted to reap quick profits from 
a going industry and, in addition, 
may not have had the cash to start 
from scratch with FM 

The Highligh(s 

These are highlights of the FCC 
study: Multiplication of the small- 
town, small power AM station in 
the past year was clearly shown in 
the figures. The most common type 
of standard permit was for a 250- 
watt unlimited time station in 
towns of 50,000 population or less 

The erstwhile radio-poor south, 


south central and mountain Pacific | 
areas came off with the lion's share 


of AM grants. This was designed 
to equalize listening opportunities 
in these regions with the well-served 
northeast, central Atlantic and Great 
Lakes areas. Besides, the spectrum 
up north was already overcrowded. 

Seven out of 10 = construction 
permits issued since VJ-Day went 
to cities in the south Atlantic. south 
central or mountain Pacific states 
All three regions received a greatet 
proportion of the postwar AM egrants 
than they had of the existing radio 
stations as of VJ-Day. The populous 
New England, northeast area was 
the only U. S. region where the 
majority of grants did not go to 
towns under 50,000 population. 

Figures on Changes 

Between 1939 and VJ-Day. the 
proportion of all U. S. cities with 
one or more radio stations rose 
from 16.6% to 22.39%. By September 
19, 1946, this ratio had jumped te 
29.6%. 

Between 1939 and VJ-Day. cities 
with greatest gains in number of 
Stations on the air were the 10-25,000 
and 25-50,000 population groups. In 
the past year, however, the 5-10,000 
and 10-25,000 cities have gotten 
most of the AM grants 

As a result, all cities over 50.000 
now have at least one and usually 
more radio stations; only six towns 
in the U. S. of between 25-50.000 
population are without a local radio 
Station. 

An up-to-date breakdown = of 
“Who's Who” in FM bears out 
earlier statistics showing that 74.6% 
of the grants have gone to AM li- 
censees, 37.8% have gone to news- 
Paper interests, and 11.9% to per- 
sons without either AM or news- 
paper affiliations. Newspapers are 
the largest single industry bloc, 
aside from AM’ers, in FM. They 
also account for 13.5% of the new- 
comers to radio who now hold FM 
permits. 


BRACE OF CLEVE. SHOWS 
Cleveland, Dec. 10. 

Two new shows have hit the air 
here. 

With the Willoughby Machine & 
Tool Co. sponsoring, WTAM is 
handling a 15-minute show Wednes- 
day, 6:30 p.m., featuring the orches- 
tra of Henry George, the Cunning- 
Nam Sisters and Dick Roll as an- 
nouncer, Product is automatic oil 
heater. 

_WGAR, sustaining, presents “ Feot- 
light Forums” Saturday nights at 
11:15 p.m. wherein listeners attempt 
te stump theatre experts with ques- 
Uons in return for tickets for Hanna 
Gabber Sid Andorn is emcee. 








; : ; Washington, Dec. 10. 
penter. High point of Rourke’s 


Nighttime Net Shows Get theory is that a pretty girl gets , Positive Labor Policy’ | Another court test was averted 


called in from the reception |here yesterday (9) when the FCC 


Heave-Ho for Ball Game room faster than a baggy-panted | Sought by NAB’s Doherty tule sak of ciahmes salen 


male 





Cleveland. Dec. 10. So far it has worked out that peta i ion to a wee-watter in Chickasha, 
viene _ se Saak-d f { Nashington, Dec. 10. Okla. Stations KQXR and KMPC 
CBS’ local outlet, WGAR. did a Way D he first sale is yet to be - = k : ap tatee : 7 , 

Ss hift rerorded A positive labor policy” in broad- | Bakersfield, Cal., were due to argue 
bit of fast program shifting ! , : ' : nee 

. = . LF oa a Casting and thi ig@nout industry vas tne Case In tne | S Court of Ap- 
order to brit a professiona ootball irged by NAB director of employer- | peals for the District of Columbia 

game from Miami for local listener es employee relat R Dol here todav Oa i 

: ‘ ‘ I LOY > relatio Licnhard onerty 1e Lod: naa not reconsid- 
we Cleveland Browns were served. NAB Joins Retail ms Ric today, 

- oa oe mrowns were sched ons e al ers speaking to the Alabama _ State | ered its earlier grant to Chickasha 
led to play Monday evening (2) 


Broadcasters Ass at Birn ¢ in Both stations claimed the Okla 


—— ~ _ ses on sees a : In Store Show Contest last Frida} (6) ee eee lation would inte rfe re Wiln the 1! 
< murs rye inning at € 
Washin: 


8 to carry 


; , ect d y COVE ¢ na ft f cb. 
contest t Is incelling out some c ington Dex 10. Dohe rty poi ted to t inequity ol i ] h a a * * 
gry 1 Y +1 oe oe , 1} 4 aq agenieaqd them a hearing t« rove 
key network W's However, rain Spearheading an industry drive to |‘ Wagner Act which peas OU . a ‘ { +} a 
. = , | specific rules for management but Commission, to settle the policy 
cancelled the game until Tuesday \Opularize use of radio for retail : oe ee “Sears nent OU Ee , a. med One 1} - 
k I relie or “ano sortsmar j Qguesuon once and ior ai ordered a 
Mis ews : en a —e = 11es ) good Ss rtsmansnl an 
Tuesday night WGAR was carry- | advertising, the National Assn. of Phen ag ‘Pp ane 


round-robin hearing on all bids for 
use of the 1560 ke channel in ques- 
tion, including the proposed bids of 
KMPC and KQXR for 10 kw on the 


, : ‘ mors scruples” Puid 1e 20 = 

ing Vox Pop from studios from 9 | Broadcasters is cooperating with |, ed ny to guide the activi 
‘ ; Tat; . . ties Of labor gro s . “ge ai 

to 9:30 so station cancelled all shows | the National Retail Dry Goods Assn labor groups. He urged fair 


; . . ; and workable rules ‘ lve - , 
thereafter bringing recording of | in a nationwide contest to choose | ‘ workable rules to apply equally 


yeas : to both parties to a labor d 
. > ’ se f ama ~ - a = a F abor ailspute ects 2 
earlier minutes of game | the best radio shows sponsored by ‘ths HEE a E Same wavelength. At issue too. is 
rote re} c he NA “Petar c Joecta sctah-— , 9 a 
Questions raised on local scene | Tétailers in 1946. list lig tor suggested estab- | KQXR’'s right to operate as A 1-B 
* ar s ; : . . lisnme { ¢ lerz ‘a : . ati ; ‘ : : ; 
were, “did station jeopardize listen- | Winners will be announced during ment of a federal Fair Labor station with an interim treaty in 


‘ : » a | Practice “ miss " lop | . . . 
ing interests of network shows for | the NRDGA. convention, Jan. 13-17 ractices Commission to judge un- effect which gives‘ Cuba use of 


local shows?” and “did network suf- | in New York. Prizes will be awarded fair labor practices and issue cease | 1560 ke band 
fer by juggling of nights?” lin three divisions: Class A. retailers ana desist orders against the offend- —_ 

WGAR officials say, “no, switch- | doing an annual volume of business | )"®& Party. either labor or manage St. Lovis lean L: KMOX I 
board was flooded by localites|up to $1,000,000; Class B, $1,000,000 ment See vee Lane, 4 J1- 


La ee el rector of Education, will chuek the 
wishing to hear football game Mon- | to $5.000.000; Class C. $5,000,000 and 


stint next January to rejoin the Red 
day night when rain cancelled | up Full info on contest rules may be! Cross with the Hospital Division in 
game,” and that station promotes Entries must be submitted to How- | obtained from NAB’s division of| Denver. Miss Lane served three 
listener interest by bringing foot- | ard Abrahams, NRDGA sales promo- | broadcast advertising or NRDGA it- years with the Red Cross in the 
ball games to audience tion division, New York, by Dec. 31 self European theatre . 
——— - ———— — 

















it all began Saturday, November 30th, and 
continuing for 8 consecutive weeks, 
Hedda Hopper’s Radio Show “This is Hollywood” 


for Procter & Gamble’s Camay Soap...is dramatizing 
oa Universal-International picture! 


OVER C.B.S. NETWORK EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT, 10:15-10:45 p. m. E. &. T. 


THE CAMAY RADIO SHOW y" , 
\ ° a; 
' 6 15 He 
featuring HEDDA HOBSOSER 
FOR PRCCTER & GAMBLE’S CAMAY SOAP 





November 30, “Notorious Gentleman” - December 7, “The Stranger” 
December 14,"So Goes My Love”: December 21,“ White Tie and Tails” 
December 28, “Along Came Jones” - January 4, “The Egg and I” 
January 11, “The Dark Mirror” + January 18, “Magnificent Doll” 
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CBS’ Do-or-Dye on Teletint 


Continued from page 30 











can be superior to any color motion 
picture process in use today. The 
geometric definition of Columbia's 


plenty of evidence, in support of its | 
petition for commercialization of the 
Goldmark-CBS system of “mechani- | 





cal’ or “sequential” color operation. | color images, he said, approximatese| 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton told that of 16m film. Murphy said a year | 
the FCC that if the public wants | 880 CBS recommended higher de- | 
‘olor and there is an adequate| finition pictures of 735 lines for | 
svstem available. they should have black-and-white video on the ultra- 
it. The RCA-NBC system of “elec- | high wavelengths. Now, he said, CBS 
tron OV 5 nultaneous” ¢c lor Stan- has dropped that line nm the belief 
ton said adobe xplored and | tat » black-and-~ pict ca 
re) ted by CBS in 1940 because of "On ‘ ‘ , Columbia 
“inhere defects” on both technical | PFSS©! standa - e RCA-NBC 
and economic counts. “These de-| ‘5 f color, Murphy « irged W ’ 
fects,” he added, “still exist six years 20 p e for any but Cadilla 
) S } } l V1 
— ’ 1 i tit 
ct 


27-Channel Limit “ eto alien aie, a 


testified that 



































Washington, Dec. 10 ence research for CBS 
Hart Cowperthwait, FCC en- }in a March, 1946, survey, 69 of 
gineer, exploded a iong-held Manhattan's 7.2000 tele set-owners } 
mvth at the FCC-CBS television said they would pay $100 more for | 
hearing yesterday. Use of the a color receiver than for a _ black- 
roomier ultra-highs for televis- and-white set: 81 said they would 
ion Cowperthwait testified, pay $50 more 
would give tele 27 rather than CBS chief engineer Bill Lodge | 
its present 13 channels. detailed the results of nine months 
It would mean more tele sta of field tests in and around New 
tions in the count: yut not York city. A 10 KW-CBS color trans- 
more in the big cities like Ne mitter on the Chrysler tower in 
York, Chi, Philly, Frisco, etc Manhattan, Lodge said, would pro- 
New York can now accommo- vide satisfactory teie service for 93° 
date eleven monchrome stations of the audience within 50 miles 
and could only have that same radius The  ultra-high-frequency 
number of color outlets operat- band, he said is virtually free of 
ing in the upstairs spectrum static and ghosts. A color tele sta- 
poo = _ CC HIONsSOaNd receiver costs only 15 to 
aa° more than black-and-white | 
later.” Stanton pointed out that | equipment, Lodge said. 
Columbia is no Johnny-come- 
lately in video, having pioneered | jj 
since 1931 and spent over $2,000,000 | ff} Pp bli t W it 
on color development in the past u ic 0 al 
two years. The CBS system of color, | ' , 
the Columbia president testified, is; == Comtinned Seems page 2 
fully practicable and covers all! york city. Bruno, Kaye said, could 
necessary Components of a _ broad- probably have filled all its orders 
cast system. Columbia can start a! had it mot been for the strike. 
sienited cotor program service 1") RCA currently is continuing its 
New York city almost immediately | ..-; "GA Pie pat “wae = 
and plans. a color network once | Original policy of making first de- 
. . : liveries to ad agency execs, poten- 
Stations and relays are on the air. | .. . ay 
r tial tele advertisers, bars, niteries, 


Admits Limitations etc., hoping to place whatever sets 


He admitted, under questioning, | *"° available where they'll do the 
that right eee the pm ty anions industry the most good ultimately. | 


General consumer delivery will have | 
to wait until such priority ordess | 


hasn't the flexibility in outside pick- 
are filled. | 
| 


ups, ete., that black-and-white has | 
achieved. This obstacle, he believes, 
can be overcome in a matter of 
months. Stanton also claimed that, 
unlike the RCA proposal for colors, 


As a new device, RCA is | 
also installing sets in the showrooms 


| automobile retailers can 


the CBS standards are sufficiently | £0" Promotion purposes in seiling 
broad to accommodate electronic| their cars by showing the public 
color and future improvements in| Ford commercials on the string of 


sports 
rolls. 

Strike has not hit DuMont so hard, 
but has held up delivery of cabinets. 
All other component parts are in, 
however, according to Ernest Marx, 
DuMont Teleset sales chief, and the 
customers should begin receiving 
their sets in limited quantities be- 
tween Christmas and New Year's. 
DuMont currently has approximately 
$2,500,000 in back orders waiting to 
be filled. 

Sets will be delivered first in New 
York, Chicago and Washington, Marx 
said, and will then spread out to 
Los Angeles, Albany and Philadel- 
phia. Unlike RCA, which has only 
two table models to offer presently, 
DuMont is taking orders on its en- 
tire line, consisting of seven console 
models ranging in price from $795 to 
$2,495. Price does not include the 
installation charge, but does include 
the Federal: excise tax. If the tax 
is lifted. Marx said, the price on the 
sets will come down accordingly. 


remotes the company bank- 


video transmission. 
CBS veepee Adrian Murphy claim- 
ed that fidelity of CBS telepictures 

















Fin THE CENTER OF THE UTAH MARKETS 


IN THE CENTER OF THE UTAH MARKE 





1! Joe Louis’ Santa Role 


| for the N. Y. board of education; 
of Ford-Mercury dealers, where the | 
use them | 


next year and at least three new 
shows will be set for Hollywood 
origination in the next two or three 


On MBS Harlem Show 
months. 


Mutual's all-sepia “Harlem Hospi- | PF 
o 


: % ; | One 
tality Club” is acquiring the Loume! | : Rep. 
— 2 : . while still in the audition stage, has 





the new programs which, 


Morgan trio, instrumental group ; 
featured at the Downbeat Club ~ a good chance of getting its Mutual 
« A c « ’ aN. 
yas one of the regular daily fea- | COMeuUPPance soon, Is down for a 
as 1 i S ‘ < S a- . . "7 ar ‘Pe 
tures on the afternoon (3:30-4 p.m.) potential G08 ot $7,000 per week 
trip Show is also inaugurating expenditure during its trial sustain- 


with the possibility of 


$10,000-$12,000 


ing period, 


series of guest appearances on which |. 
pDecoming 


it will lead off with Butterfly Mc- a 


Queen, Ethel Waters and the Golden “ nen and if it goes commercial. 
Gate quartet rhe show, tentatively titled Date- 
As an xtra trailer. the “Club’ line,” was pacted by Lurie during his 
. mut o . ing performance last Coas visit und the audition 
ym Wednesday (18) as part of M platter elicited much interest at the 
I's se ' sre-Christmas vro- |! N. 2. BA Starring Melvyn 
ams. On th evening shot “the | Douglas, the show is written Dj Fred 
Club” will go through a routine of Friend and Martin Gosct Central 
preparing for Christmas, rehearsing | Charactet played by Douglas, is a 
5 vn Santa Claus, et And its | roving correspondent who shows up 
Santa Cla ll be Joe Loui mywhere around the vorld where 
excitement of ol type or anothe! 

: is current 
*¢,° | In addition to “Dateline,” a west 
MBS Shifting to Coast ern-type show and a new situation 
— . comedy are being considered fot 
For Part Origination early Coast origination over Mutual 
Lurie will spend two months 1n | 
Of N P : Hollywood, and from that time on 
ew rogramming will do a commuting routine, audi- 
Mutual plans shifting much of its| tioning and setting new shows In 
show-origination weight to the Coast.| both N. Y. and Hollywood as fast 
The net's executive producer, Walter|as he can acquire them “Count of 
Lurie, who just got back from Hol Monte Cristo which goes out net- 
lywood a week ago after scanning | wide Dec. 19, is the first of the new 
the situation, will spend at least a| batch of Coast originations set bs 
third of his time on the Coast in the | Mutual. 
> * 
Inside Stufi—Radio 

Eighty newspapers around the country have signified intent to tie in 


with a new radio show developed by Ezra Stone and John Harvey which 


is currently being eyed by several agencies. Show's being handled by 
John E. Gibbs 
Program is viewed as a merchandising ballyhoo for whatever sponsor 


latches on, with plenty of newspaper publicity around the country. Titled 
“The Stranger,” show’s principal character is weekly involved in various 
adventures, and the “Stranger” always tips off listening audience a week 


in advance that next week he'll be in a certain city. Local paper tied in 
'with the show plugs the “Stranger’s” visit, describing his appearance, 
clothes, etc. First local person to spot the guy, gets $1,000 on following 
week's show. 

“Is Radio Meeting the Needs of Our Children?” was discussed by a 
group of radioites at a meeting at Hunter College High School (N.Y.) | 
last’ (Tuesday) night, with participants including Ira A. Hirschmann, of 


WABF: Dr. Ernest L. Dichter, former consulting psychologist for CBS; 
Dorothy Gordon, moderator of kids’ programs sponsored by the N. Y 
Times over WQXR: Grace Johnson, director of women’s and 
programs at WNBC; James McAndrew, coordinator of radio broadcasting 
Mrs. Helen S. Straus, director of edu- 
cational programs at WMCA: and Charles A. Siepmann. Discussion was 
arranged by Mrs. Rose Kobert, chairman of the United Parents Assn.’s 
radio committee, and the Parents Assn. of the college elementary school. 


Among the more interesting trade facets to the operation of Martin 
Block in Hollywood will be the activities planned for his Valley home 
that tie in with his business life. He will broadcast for Warners’ KFWB 
via telephone connection between the station and his home, doing a daily 
disk jockey stint in late morning-early afternoon periods, starting June 1. 
The unusual setup also includes cutting at home of his special transcriptions 
for WNEW, New York. The necessary machine is part of his studio 
equipment, as is a direct line teletype communication apparatus which 
hooks him to WNEW, agencies and other eastern business connections. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays he will be in Hollywood for his Chesterfield 
Supper Club evening stint on NBC and on Saturdays at noon he will be 
in town for his Columbia Record Shop show on CBS. 


Frederick Wakeman’s “Hucksters” is assuming international importance, 
it seems. Just now circulating in Great Britain, the book that depicts the 
seamier side of commercial radio isn’t helping British interests seeking to 
modify the existing broadcasting structure. Those with hopes of altering 
the present system and establishing commercial radio are taking a dim 
view of the tome, feeling that the picture painted will not be conducive 
to convincing the powers that be that there is any advantage in a switch. 
They expect an even greater hurdle when the book is filmed if Metro 
should not considerably edit the caustic treatment given commercial broad- 
casting. 


Peoples Radio Foundation, Inc., one of the FM applicants in New York, 
is going to try to prove it’s deserving of an FM license by putting on a 
series of shows as examples of the type of showmanship it would use on 
the air. Having no air outlet, however, the organization is putting its 
shows on line with all radio appurtenances of script, cast, music, sound, 
direction, ete.—except the mike. First of the series, to include three radio 
plays before an audience, goes on this Friday night (13) at Barbizon Plaza 
theatre, N. Y. Among backers of PRF are Norman Corwin, Margaret 
Halsey, Anton Leader, Adelaide Klein, Milton Robertson, Rockwell Kent 
and Dean Dixon. 





Dearth of promising new comic scripters has been put to use by Eddie 
Cantor for both a publicity gag and an attempt to find some new writing 
talent. Cantor sent a letter out Friday (6) to humorous publications of 
all the colleges throughout the country, asking for sample situation comedy 
scripts from the collegiate writers. 

Solicitation was a form letter, outlining the situation Cantor wants and 
asking for entries in regular script form. Comedian will pick the six 
most promising, pay their expenses to the Coast, and add them to his 
permanent writing staff for a set trial period. 


A gal story editor in the radio dept. of one of the top agencies has 
herself plenty in wrong with scripters, many of whom swear it'll be a 
long time before they again swallow the kind of bait she’s thrown out. 
Femme went to considerable pains to notify writers that her show was 
wide open for freelances. In one day, she had 20 writers in to see her. 








She “interviewed” them—two at a time—and told them she was sorry, 
all the shows had been assigned; besides, it was purely a spec job anyway, 
which she hadn’t mentioned in her ballyhoo. 

Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU prexy, has added 800 shares of CBS class A 
common to his holdings which now stand at 15,100 shares, according to the 





JOHN BLAIR & CO. NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


EN ERLE” OF 





latest report of the Securities and Exchange Commission. Dr. Levy also 
holds 40,900 shares of Class B CBS common following acquisition of 200 
shares during the past month, the SEC report disclosed. Frank N. Stanton. 
CBS prexy, reported purchasing 800 shares of CBS class A common and 
2,000 of CBS class B. 
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Ed Sobol is as good as can be 
pected under the circumstances 
Plugs for Tru-Shay are confined 
opening and closing announce- 
ments, with a live commercial in 
the middle. Newlywed wife. afte; 
trying Tru-Shay on her hands, lips 
and elbows, is told by the announce) 


eX- 


to 


that it’s good for all over the body 
She steps behind a screen, goe 
through the motions of taking of 
her clothes and, after a litable j 
terval, looks up brightly and say 
You're right It seems, though. M 
McKee, you're wrong Stal 
COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

With Jack O'Reilly, Bob Edge, an 
nouncers 

Producer: Herber{ Bayard Swope, 
Jr. 

15-Mins.; Sat. (7) 8:30 p.m 

FORD MOTORS 

WCBS-TV-CBS, N. Y. 

| (J. Walter Thompson) 


Swinging into high gear on its 
winter sports program from Madison 
Sq. Garden, N. Y., the CBS tele- 
vision-Ford Motors team is current- 
ly televising at least one night of 
basketball weekly from the Garden, 
with CBS carrying through 
sustaining basis other 
Ford doesn’t come in. Web has ap- 
parently capitalized on the experi- 
| ence gained in the few times it 
pi:ked up basketball from the Gar- 
den last year and is doing a 
iob to date 

Taking advantage of the fact that 
the two men behind the lenses of his 
Image Orthicon cameras are well- 
| versed in sports, producer Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Jr., missed little of 
the action. As with boxing, basket- 
| ball is well-suited to video through 
} the fact that all the action takes 
place in a small area. Rapid tempo 
the modern college game, how- 
|} ever, kept Swope and his lersers on 
| their toes. Producer concentrated 


rth 4 


times wher 


good 


f 
Ol 


on a medium closeup shot for best 
results, keeping his long shots to a 
;} minimum and using a closeup only 


at time-out intervals. 

Present play-by-play announcing 
could be improved. Bob Edge, CBS 
sports director, does okay but leans 
too much to the standard cliches 
used by the majority of lesser- 
| known sportswriters throughout the 
}ecountry. Jack O'Reilly, forme 
| sportscaster for several N. Y. radio 
indies, demonstrated again that ra- 
|dio announcers can’t make the 
| switch to tele in easy style. Besides 
| talking too much, O'Reilly also 
| talked down to the viewers, with 
his commentary resembling that of 
a grammar-school teacher talking to 
her kids. 

Ford commercials were well-han- 
died, consisting of both films and 
slides and short orl spots. Films, 
for some reason, showed the Ford 


engine without giving a picture of 
the car itself but maybe that’s what 
agency 
Stal. 


the J. Walter 


wants. 


Thompson 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 

“It Happened in Brooklyn” 
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BAND FOLDS DON'T SCARE BI 





McCann Heads Blue’s Near-Sweep 


Of N. Y. AFM’s Exec Posts, Losing 2 TORE 


Board Positions; Record Vote Cast 


All Blue ticket candidates for ex- 


ecutive positions at New York Lo- 
cal 802 of the American Federation 


of Musicians were voted into office 
for the seventh consecutive term last 
Thursday (5) with the exception of 
two executive board positions. This 
result, expected by the trade, as 
pointed out in last week’s VaRtery, 
due to the number of candidates for 
each office who succeeded only in 
splitting the Blue opposition vote, 
as achieved during a day of order 
ly balloting. There was none ol the 
trouble that might have been ex- 
pected as a result of the rather bit- 
ter campaign, marked by vicious 
name-calling 

Blues put into the top position are: 
Richard McCann, president; Sam 
Suber, v.p.; Charles lucci, secretary, 
and Emil Balzer, treasurer. They 
rode in on a three-to-two majority 
of the record 8,992 votes cast. Only 
seats they missed were exec board 
posts nabbed by Max Aarons, former 
Blue member who deserted the 
party two years ago to run inde- 
pendently for president, and Al 
Manuti.. Both were candidates of 
the Unity outfit, most active in re- 
cent years in attempting to unseat 
the Blue group. 

While the number of votes cast 
was the heaviest in 802 history, 
hundreds more did not get to the 
olls. Lines were so long that many 
Cees refused to wait. Voting 
machines, supervised again this elec- 
tion by the Honest Ballot Assn., 


W 


whose integrity was doubted follow- | 


ing the voting two years ago, 
slow. 

Executive Board electees, in addi- 
tion to Aarons and Manuti, are: Jerry 
Alexander, Jack Downey, Jack Fi- 
delman, Joe Lindwurm, Henry Mac- 
caro, Bob Sterne, Herman Tivin. 
Trial board electees: Joe Campiglia, 
Eddie Daly, Hy Jaffe, Al Knopf, 
Frank Lamberti, Doc McGibney, 
William Powers, Jack Stein and 
Tiny Walters. Delegates to AFM 
convention: Emil Balzer, Charles 
Iucci; to Central Trades & Labor 
Council, Iucci, Richard McCann, Sam 
Suber; to N.Y. State Federation of 
Labor: Henry Maccaro, Bob Sternt; 
to United Hebrew Trades, Louis 
Grupp. 


were 


Pitt's Urban Reelected 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 10 

Gene Urban was re-elected presi- 
dent of Local 60 of American Fed- 
eration of Musicians at annual bal- 
Joting last week, veepee and secre- 
tary-treasurer Jimmy Comorada and 
Nick Hagarty, respectively, were 
also reelected. 

However, three new men crashed 
the executive board this year. They 
were Johnny Marino, Harry Bigley 
and Leo Strini. 


NIDORF BUYS DURGOM 
INTEREST IN STAFFORD 





George (“Bullets”) Durgom and 
Mike Nidorf, who have been co- 
managing Jo Stafford for the past 


few years, ended their association 
last week in New York. Nidorf, who 
has been the active half of the man- 
agement coalition, bought out Dur- 
£0m’s interest for an undisclosed 
sum in a deal completely amicable. 
Durgom was in N. Y. at the time, 
but left for the Coast Saturday (7). 

Durgom originally handled Miss 
Stafford alone. When he went into 
the Army however, he turned the 
singer over to Nidorf and split with 
him the 50% interest he held. This 
arrangement continued all through 

urgom’s service period and eve 
Since he’s been disc wage. 


Dunham’ s Reorg 


Dunham's Reorg 
Dunham is 
New York preparing to reorganize 
his orchestra on lower operating 
cost. 

Resumes work Dec. 26 at Parker- 
sburg, Va. Will drop payroll to $1,- 
500 as against $2,600 a year ago. 








Sonny 


+ 





A Vet Is a Vet 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10 

L.ocal bandleader Tommy Jones, 
running against incumbent Spike 
Wallace for presidency of Local 
47, American Federation of Mu- 
sicians Monday (16), last week 
started pressuring fact he is a 
veteran, having seen service as 
Army sergeant during recent 





fracas. After first ignoring bid, 
Wallace displayed concern over 
weekend and his backers sur- 
prised the town by heralding 
Wallace, too, as a vet—of Span- 
ish-American War vintage. 

Immediately almost all vestige 
of flag-waving tactics ceased. 


AFM Must Judge 
Kenton Dispute, 
Salmon Warned 


Syracuse, Dec. 10. 

American Federation of Musicians 
last week took a hand in the dis- 
pute between Dave Salmon, local 
promoter, and Stan Kenton and his 
musicians, his manager, Carlos Gas- 
tel, and General Artists, Kenton’s 
| agency. 


| 











Salmon had begun a suit for $11,- 


| 000 damages against Kenton for 
failing to show up here Oct. 16 for 
a one-night date. This action 


brought a communique to him from 
the AFM advising that all disputes 
between AFM members, according 
to union rules, must be referred first 
to the AFM for adjudication. By 
violating this rule, Salmon was told, 
he ran the risk of being placed on 
the AFM’s unfair list. 

While Salmon actually is not a 
member of the AFM, and as a buyer 
of union bands he is not required to 
hold an AFM license, the AFM’ers 
pointed out to him how they could 
be drawn into the case. He had 
signed an AFM Form B contract 
when he contracted for Kenton, and 
this automactically, according to its 
clauses, drew the union into any dis- 
pute involving its members. 

AFM wants Salmon to withdraw 
his legal action and lay his case be- 
fore it for settlement. In the event 
it cannot be adjudged in this man- 
ner, he may or may not be given an 
okay to go into civil court. 





Phil Levant orchestra, at the Ter- 
race Grill, Kansas City, will leave 
the Music Corp. of America to join 
Frederick Brothers office Jan. 1. He 
has been in the MCA fold for 15 
years, virtually his entire career. 





} tnings 





| 


j 
business of the 


(0, RETURN 
NOIDERLY 


Break-up of many top name or- 
chestras of late won’t have much 
| effect on the band business overall, | 
felt by the trade, unless two|! 

happen: (1) if the lagging} 
past six weeks or so} 
back strongly, and (2) if | 
those leaders who have given up, all | 
temporarily, remain out of circula- | 
tion for any length of time after the 
b.o. bounces back. 


As it stands, with biz off and few | 


at B. 





it’s 


surges 


| of the top names doing business com- 


| mensurate w ith their former prices, 


|their absence for a few months or | 
|more won't be felt, since most ager 
not been fulfilling their usual role of 
|making money for one-nig! 
location owners, so that the sanier| 
could pour some profits back a 


| 








ventures with lesser-known bands, | 
thereby keep the cycle going. How- | 
ever, in the event that business 
comes back, a continued absence of 
maestros like Tommy Dorsey, Harry 
James, Woody Herman et al., can 
hurt immeasurably to the extent that 
they would not be available to earn 
for promoters and location men the 
cushions necessary to risk the play- 
ing of lesser-known combos. 





As for recording contracts, none 
held by the disbanded bands are 
likely to be disturbed. Most have 


fairly large backlogs that can keep 
the hard-pressed-for-production disk 
manufacturers in releases of their 
stuff for months. And if they run 
out, the bandleader can always round 
up within a reasonable time a band 
composed of radio studio men with 
ability to sight-read a leader’s ar- 
rangements perfectly. 


J. D. Gets Decca 
Out; M-G-M Deal? 











| ager, 





Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra prob- 
ably will become the first top name 
outfit to be signed by the new 
M-G-M label. Dorsey secured a re- 
lease from his Decca contract late 
this week and immediately went into 
a huddle with Frank Walker, head 
of the new Metro disk subsid, over a 
term contract. Details of the deal, 
which hasn’t yet been closed, are un- 
determined. 

Dorsey had another year and a 
half to go on his Decca contract. He 
and his attorneys and manager had 
been dickering with Decca for the 
past couple weeks regarding a re- 
lease, but certain details as to mas- 
ters the leader had insisted on mak- 
ing, then did not want issued, de- 
layed the final parting. This barrier 
was finally overcome. 

M-G-M, which has been having 
some trouble snagging artists be- 
cause of the latter’s wariness of the 
launching date of the label, is now 
assuring those with whom they 
negotiate that their first disks will 





be on the market by March 1, pos- 
sibly sooner. 








Hearing on Starr's Point Appeal 
Leads to Cue of ASCAP Move For 


Settlement of 





Bob Miller Due West 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Bob Miller, songpluggers union 
prexy, will come to the Coast in 
February te spend a month listening 
to local gripes. 

Miller also will solicit ads from 
local publishers for the annual bene- 
fit show 


York next spring. 





“: Pluggers Wrathy 
After Terpalace |: 


Oakley Ouster 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


Songpluggers, just about every 


| last man Jack of the 117 of 'em here 


on the Coast, have given vent to 
most vehement blast against Casino 
Gardens as well as the 
Avodon ballroom because both sites 
have obviously 
courage them from hanging around 


by suspending passes previously is- | 


sued the contactnien. 


Feeling conmmenced to brew re- 
cently when Casino. Gardens man- 
Kermit Bierkamp, revoked 
oaklies, but plugger rage became 
towering last week wheh Jack 
Rogers, owner of Avodon, had sign 
slapped up over boxoffice 
announcing suspension of free 
mish stubs. Rogers’ action 
after he observed a plugger 
a party of six into the spot, 
for several hours, 
two coffees and one beer, and bend 
the ear of Bob Crosby whenever he 
was off the bandstand. 

After publication of story in Daily 
VarIETY, pluggers talked of boycot- 
ting both spots, pointing out that 
because of the dereliction of one, all 
should not be penalized. 

Much ado was made of fact that 
revocation of ducats was unimpor- 
tant, that all pluggers scribble off 
swindle sheets anyhow, and that it 
was the manner of ballrooms’ action 
that was “insulting.” At least 150 of 
the louder squawking 
wanted to cal! a protest meeting to 


ad- 


parade 
linger 


seek medium of regaining and re- | 


asserting dignity, but over weekend, 


Mac Green,apro tempore director of | 


western branch of pluggers’ unicen, 
stated no pow-wow was officially in 
the works. 

Other name-band terpalaces here, 
Palladium, Aragon, 
Trianon, continue to honor passes. 
Only .other overt action has been 


nitery, 


sued that all habitues, 
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program to be held in New 


| 
downtown | 


made efforts to dis- | 


| Starr’s 
| ASCAP 
publicly | 


came | 


purchase total of | 


pluggers | 


Meadowbrook, | 


‘WHITE CHRISTMAS’ HAS 


switch in policy at Cocoanut Grove | 
where orders have been is- | 
including | 
pluggers, must always pay coverts. | 
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Availability Snarl 


# Publishers classification committee 


of the American Society of Com- 
| posers, Authors and Publishers went 
‘through aé rather bitter wrangle 
| Monday afternoon (9) in New York 
|which may result in once and for 
|all putting an end to availability 
j}arguments, which this year have 
| caused more headaches among 
| ASCAP executives than anything 
else. 

As a result af the intra-committee 
battle the latter will get down to 
immediately after the first 
}of the year on the problem of re- 
| classifying the availability ratings 
lot a Majority of the publisher-mem- 
\bers of ASCAP. This move has been 


business 


tar reatened for some time, but noth- 

ig Was ever done about it, prin- 
cipally, it’s felt, because many of the 
Been — now enjoy high ratings, 
| and whose chiefs are members of 
the committee, would not retain 
| thei r current positions in light of a 


ly ating investigation. 


What brought the availi ibility 
|problem to a head at Monday's meet- 
jing was hearing of an appeal by 
Herman Starr, head of the Warner 
| Bros. publishing group, who previ- 
ously had claimed that his three 
| catalogs were no longer properly 
rated. Since his Harms, Inc., firm 


is assigned 11,000 availability points 
exactly double the number of his 
nearest competitor, and Witmark 
and Remick, at 5,500 points, are 
among the second highest group, 
claim flabbergasted many 
toppers. His reason for 
wanting more points for each, how- 
ever, seemed justifiable to some 
board members on the basis of 
Starr’s claim that each availability 
boost given smaller firms reduced 
| financial returns to his firms, since 
feach inerease to one firm. with no 
commensurate reduction of another, 
reduced the overall point value. And 
there have been many boosts the 
|; past few years, with no reductions. 
Most of the committee members 
were against Starr’s plea for a 
|higher rating for each of his firms. 
|Some were with Starr. This re- 
;duced things to quite an argument 
until Starr was convinced that a 
| move to raise his availability ratings 
lat the moment would provide the 
limpetus for a concentrated outcry 
for individual boosts from pubs 
all down the line, plus running the 
risks of accusations that the top guys 
were cutting themselves a deeper 
| Slice of the Society’s annual melon. 
On this basis, Starr agreed to wait 
for a more thorough examination of 
availability ratings. Attention will 
be given first to those catalogs in 
the 2,500-point class and lower. 





PLENTY XMAS RIVALING 


Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas” 
|song, which becomes a best seller 
|year after year, hasn’t the clear 
{sales sailing this year that it has had 
'in the past. Seweral Xmas tunes have 
come up during the past couple 


veeks to challenge it, notably the 
standard “Winter Wonderland.” On 
the basis of new diskings of it by 
| Perry Como, Jo Stafford, et al, the 
|}tune, written in 1934 by Felix 
Bernard and Dick Smith, and now 
published by Bregman, Vocco & 


| Conn, is breaking for a hit. 

Other new Xmas tunes are doirig 
fairly well, too, although they are 
;hot strong enough to rate bestseller 
| position as yet. One is “The Christ- 
|mas Song” and another “That Christ- 
l}mas Feeling.” 





: Peer to Europe 


| Ralph 


Peer, prexy of Southern 
| Music Corp., planed to Europe yes- 
terday (Tuesday) from New York. 
| He was accompanied by Mrs. Peer. 
Peer expects to visit affiliated 
| branches in London, Paris, Barce- 


lona, Stockholm and Amsterdam. He 
expects to be abroad some three 
months. It’s his first European trip 
since before the war. 
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The kopasetic word this week 1 
that bing Crosby sounds more like 
Crosby than he has in ages. His 
album of “Jerome Kern Songs’ 
‘(Decea) has some fine things in tt 
and vou would do well to heuw 
the However, none of the face 
] 1 album was recorded very re 
cently Be that as it ma the 
really portant and pleasurabl 
th | that here are some highl 
satistactory Crosby productions 

Albun clude “Long Ago and 
Far Away.” “Dearlv Beloved,” both 

John Scott Trotter's band ‘A 
Throug the Night,” OQ} Via 
Rive “I've Told Every Little Sta 





Best Bets 


Hioills “Too Tires 


(Elton Britt) 


to Cal 





Ho “Rose of the Rio Grande” 
(Booby Hackett) and “The 
La n Love Wi Y 
(M Spanier) 

I \ i ‘Alo Vi 
\ (FP » Varvas! 

Ballad—‘Someday” and ) 
Are Everything to Me"—‘Bob 
Eberly): “Long Ago and Fa 
Awa (Bing Crosby). 

Blues—“When a Woman Love 
H Juice” (Eddie “Mr. Cle - 
head” Vinson). 

Novelts “A Fine Romance” 
(Crosby and The Missus). 

A.F.M. Special—“Huggin’ and 
Chalk * (Johnny Mercer) 

Dance—"Someday” (Bob Eber- 
19s 

and “Till the Clouds Roll By.” all 
with accompaniment by Tutti 
Camarata’s group; and, finally, two 


duets with Dixie Le 
little woman--“A’ Fine Romance” 
and “The Way You Look Tonight,” 
of which Victor Young con- 


Crosb: the 


in both 


Significantly enough, Bine’s best 


singing in the album is on the two 
Oldest faces—“A Fine Romance” and 
‘The Way You Look Tonight.” Ti 

exhibit the old Crosby stvle. whic! 
for many, was the best style anyone 
ever had. “Romance,” by the way, 
has terrific disk box potentialities 
Really an admireble Crosby pet 
formance. And so, tor that matter, 


is the entire album. 


It's also a plecsure to be able to 
recommend a sireer who is back in 
multi aiter years in service. He is 


Bob Eberly, one of the pre-war at- 
tractions of Jimmy Doisey's 
With the Frank Froeba Trio, Eberly 
does “You Are Everything to Me’ 
and *Someday” (Decca in a way 
that promises. In the first place. he 


sings very, very well—effortlessly, 
feelingly., and tunefully. All in all. 
he sounds promising. And so, in- 


deed is the stvled accompaniment 
with which the Froeba Trio provides 
him on both faces. 
subdued. Froeba, in case 


you may 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


band. | 


} cactus 
| Chicago” 


It’s relaxed and | 


| Somebody to Love” 








Suzgested Program 

“Ol Man River’—Bing Crosby 
‘Decea) 

“Ol’ Man River’—Frank 
atva (Columbia). 

“Huggin® and Chalkin’” — 
Johnny Mercer (Capitol). 


Sin- 








“Huggin® and Chalkin’” — 
Howey Carmichael (Decca). 
“That's the Beginning of the 
End°“—-Perry Como (Victor). 
“That's the Beginning of the 
End"—The King Cole Trio 
(Cepitel). 
not know, is a giited pianist who 
was with Benny Goodman in the 
first doys at his bie band career. We 
think this is going to be a big-selling 


disk and that both faces, particularly 
“Someday.” will monopolize’ the 
Wurlitzer 

Both Kay Kyser and Hoagland 
Carmichael. among others. have 
be en Johnny Mercer to the post 
with recording of “Iluggin’ and 
Choilkin”” but Mercer's Capitol of 
t nuinber packs its own wallop. 
Aside trom the fact that it is vers 
nicely done in the Mercer manner. 
it ofiers a surprise ad-lib that will 
convul-e anyone in the music bu 


ness. You ought to hear it 
Spveanking of Mercer, one of his 
Cavitol artisis—a singer named Hal 


Derwin--is new to us, but hell prob- 


ably be around for a while vet. His | 
coupling of “Another Night Like! 
This’ and “Youll Always Be the 


One I Love” show an ability to sing 


| loeantions 








th feeling and without affectatior 


To move over to the hot field, twe 
(and they both 
with exceptional d 


cornetists Dlay cor- 


net) are out 





Suggested Christmas 
Program 


“mat Christmas 

Periy Como (Victor). 
“It Came Upon the Midnight 

Baker (Decca) 
Frank Sinatra 


FY eli 190" 


Clear’—Kenny 
“Jingle Bells” 

(Columbia). 
“The Christmas 


Song”—The 


King Cole Trio (Capitol). 
“Sania Claus Is Coming to 

Town"—Perry Como (Victor). 
“Silent Night’—Frank Sinatra 


(Columbia) 
“Adeste Fideles” 
(Decca). 


Bing Crosby 








Sinatra, so both faces ought 
to do big on the cornpfed coinboxes _. 
Chuck Foster’s “I Used to Work is 
(Mercury) has a sucgestive 
that won't hurt its appeal on 
the nickelodeons, It’s backed up by 
a routine job of “Gotta Get Me 
Benny Gocd- 
Bubble” (Columbia) 


Ivric 


man’s “Benjie’s 


vill be immediately recognizable as 
i swin treatment of Wagner's 
“Uncer the Double Eagle.” certainly 
one of the greatest marches cvei 
written. It features fine Goodmen 
ind Joe Bushkin (niano) Reverse 
is “A Gal in Calico.” with a voeal bv |} 
Eve Young Gertrude Niesen’s 
“That's Good Enough foi Me” | 
(Decea) sounds like a fine juke bet. | 


She handles the lvric with the same 


authority that made her “I Wanna 
Get Married” a very special item 
Not. however, that this tune is anv 
“T Wanna Get Married.” It's backed 
bv “Sooner Or Later” Pedro Var- 


eas’ “Alone With You” 
(Victor) are fine Latin-America: 
vocals As such, though. their ap- 
peal is limited almost exclusively to 
L-A. aficiona os 7 


“Afraid” 


and 


mmv Kave's 
“I Used to Be Her One and Only” 
and “You Broke the Only Heart That 
Ever Loved You” (Victor) are slow 
tempoed jobs that will do business 
in the jukes. “You Broke” sounds 
like the more popular side of the 
two. especially with the tricky 
ouble-time second chorus Julia 


Lee does “Oh. Marie!” i: of all | 
things, Italian, on a new Capitol 
Neither this nor the reverse. “On 


My Wav Out.” is top-drawer Lee 
In Eddie “Mr. Cleanhead” Vinson. 


Mercury has a fine shouting blues | 
singer, His “Cleanhead Blues” and 
“When a Woman Loves Her Juice” 
vill be very much heard in race | 
! 


Irene Dunne does an al- 


One is Bobby Hackett, whose Rose 
of the Rio Grande” (Melrose) 
bile yertort nce ) Joe 8) 
la \ Bri oO ( 
LD Bo I 
‘ oO ) e, f e Ha 
( Vyno i it the top ol 
i ! T ot ( 
\ Spa ( \ 
B I I I 
VM Y 1 have } cm ‘ 
Commodore Bob H t 
: t does some supe oO ™ 
| ] on the “Blues, but his 
Olle Lo McGarvity trom- 
mone. Peewee Russell, clarinet, ai 
Gene Schroecde! piano, amo 
others are right up there witl hin 
Sp ‘ himself has rarely sounde 
* el which tO Say that 
magnificent Chiet 
ney ‘the hot clientele 
! D t Lug 
oO a t ! r 
Che vere so many iten 
ceived fo review this week that 
spoe limitations make necessary 
o keep comment down to a mi 
mun So let it be said, briefly, t 
Dick Havmes’ “Another Night Lik: 
This” and “Mi Vida’ (Deeca) are 
00d co machine faces. Tunes are 
ext cts from the Ernesto Lecucna- 
Harry Ruby score to “Carnival in 
1 Cest Rica.” Gordon Jenkins’ or- 
chestra backs up Havmes Elton 
Britt. whose “Im a Convict With 
Old Glory in My Heart” was a war- 
ime Victor standout. does “I Get 
he Blues When It Rains” and “Too | 
Pires to Care” (Victor) it the 
mournful style that is presumably 
the badve of the hillbillv’s profes- 
sion There is, incidentally a 
plensant hot piano hovering in the 
meckeoround of “Blues.” Britt is the 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week-Ending Dec. 5) 


London, Dec. 6 
Five Minutes More Morris 
Ble You Gay 
Never Grow Old Strau MM. 
Let It Be Soon EF. D& ll, 
Someday You'll Want Me .Dash 
Pretending Wood 


To Each His Own Victoria 


Its All Over Now Connells 
All Thru Day Chappell 
CG Cockatoo Cinephonic 
P vse Hill Wriel 
‘ ‘ p Comu Bact Bi 
Second 12 

too Many Iror Co ly 
\ Believe World Da 
ri] Ther Chappel 
IK of Bl W | \\ 
Hurt The One You Lov: Ww 

[I Fall in Love With Yo Gav 
Lalli Marlene Nl rice 
Heart Isn't In It Leed 
Night In Old Saville... .F. D&H 
My Rhapsody of Love Cine 
One More Tomorrow Feldman 
Voice in The Night Southern 





snes ‘wo | Jerry Vogel Breaks 


Even in 2 Song Suits; 
‘Melancholy’ New Trial 


Jerry Vogel Music Co.. Inc broke 
even on appeal of two song. suit 

U. S. Cireuit Court of Appeal 
the hi court affirmi: Federal 


Judge Willian Bondy’ decision 
H. Harold Gumm, as 


hich granted . 
executor of the estate of Harry Von 
Tilzer and the Harry Von Tilzer 
Music Publishing Co. an injunction 
and an accounting. plu attorney: 
{ec of $10,000. Action had charged 
infringement by Vogel of the re- 
newal rights on seven songs. 

In afiirming the lower court's de- 
cision, circuit court ruled that “the 
evidence is sufficient to sustain find 
ing of fact and none of this can be 
reversed as clearly erroneous 
High court further stating that “It 
is unnecessary to add anything to 
the district court’s opinion.” 

Vogel also won a reversal and new 
trial in connection with the. suit 


nstituted by Shapiro-Bernstein§ in- 


volving the renewal riechts to the 
tune, “My Melancholy Baby.” In 
1945 Federal Judge John W. Clancy 


decided in favor of the plaintiff, rul- 
ing that S-B was owner of the 
newal the 


rights of unpublished 


song and that the Ivrie composed 
by George A. Nor.on was in the 
public domain. 

In reversing the lower court. the 
Circuit court stated that Vogel 
c'nimed no interest in the 1911 copy- 
right, but that Vogel does claim co- 


ownership of the 1912 renewal rights 


| through assignment by Norton. 


{ 
| 
| 
j 


bum of Jerome Kern songs joi 
Decea this week too and no one’s 
zoing to object to how pretty she | 


looks on the cover. 


| 


In 1912. Burnett sold and assigned 


the tune to Bennett, latter with 
consent of Burnett hired the late 
George A. Norton. to write the 


Ivries, In 1939. Burnett obtained 
1912 version and as- 


signed to Shapiro. Lower court held 


renewal of the 


that Burnetis renewak was ineffec- 
tive and that the lyrics written by 
| Norton are in the public domain 
Vogel contended that Burnett's re- 
newal was effective and inured to 
the benefit of Norton's son. who as- 
signed the 1912 version to Vogel 
Bennett published the tune in 1914. 
The lower court ruled that SB was 
unaware of renewal rights under 


1914 version, and that no copyright 
protection exists for Norton's lyrics. 
The circuit court in 


reversing the 


lower court's decision held that 
Bennett was proprietor of both the 
old music and new words produced 


APOLLO INTENSIFIES 


MAJOR LABEL PLAN | 


Apollo 


into 


Records, recently 
heavily by the Gar Wood In- 
dustries, large industrial corporation 
with fingers in various manufactur- 


Ing ples, is intensifying its plan to} yearly has been established as the amount necessary. 
become a major label. The company | ° 


is on the prowl for the strongest 
names it can get, from even the top- 


most Opposition 
suid to be no 


labels, with 


barrier. 


money 


Apollo has only one plant at 
moment, in Bronxville, N. Y.: it's 
equipped with 18 presses. A like 


number are due to be installed 


SOO] 


Jimmy Confer, who came here to 
Bill Green’s recently as featured vo- 


calist with the Will Back orchestra. 
decided he liked the town well 
‘nough to stay and left Back here 
io go with Baron Elliott's WCAE 


staf! band, 





| 
| 
| 


° e 
est Sellers on Lomn-Machines 
1. Old Lamplighter (4) (Shapiro-B)...... | Sammy Kaye.........Victo 
) Bay Ryset...-... Columbia 
‘eanicia _ . ': . 
2. Rumors Are Flying (11) (Oxford) Frankie € arle Columbia 
| Andrews Sisters .. Decca 
3. Ole Buttermilk (9) (Burke-VED | Kay Ryser Columbia 
} Connee Boswell. ......Decea 
4. For Sentimental Reasons (3) (Leeds) ' EI a Fit egerald ++ +.Decca 
} Charlie Spivak Victo 
5 Thi Did Last Summer (@) (Mo ne ) Vaughn Monroe Victo 
} Fiank Sinatra Colun , 
t Five \ti | Mon (91) (M Ose) . ) Pi mi Sinatra Co ia 
oe ae Beneke Victo 
7. Whole World Singing Song (1) (Robbins) ) Li Bro Col na 
} Jimmy Dorsey Deo 
8. CotYee Song (7) (Valiant) Frank Sinotra Co 
9. Zin-A-Dee-Doo-Dah (1) (Santlv-Jox }sammy Kaye V 
i Job Vlerce1 Ca 
10. I Guess I'l) Get Papers (11) (C-P) Mills Bro: Decca 
‘ bd ] 
Coming Up 
Tas, > neles Pints 
}Gal In Galico (Witmark> I — Jaleg iii Victo 
( Bing Crosby....... e Deci 
Sooner or Later (Santly -Jov> Sammy Knave.. ere, fo 
: (Tex Beneke .«. Victo 
Passe (Feist bea ; 
— se | Margaret Whiting... .Cavito 
7 , : P \ Bing Crosby Dece 
| cl tl ne 3: K iBerti “! : 2 
Yo K Db Co » Bac ' ) Jo Stafford Ca 
\ Hlarry J vii Cok 
This | Alwavse (BVC , 
} Dick Haym Dec 
. _ { Perry Como Victo 
: = FRR dee as ! 
{if I'm Lucky (BVC) } Jimmy Dorscy....... Deces 
Best Man (Vangu 1) { King Cole Trio Capitol 
i i } ane iva } Les Brow Colu iss 
on \ Dick Hayvme Decea 
yn he ardwalk ¢ _ a 
On the Boardwal B\ ) Starlighters Mercui 
Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (Hudson) Hoagy Carmichael Decca 
Ricketvy Rickshaw Man (Peer) Eddy Howard Majestic 
. = {| Perry Como Victor 
te aerii ( Pervirie 
Winter Wonderland (BVC¢ ) Andrews-Lombardo aeons 
; , ‘ : \{ King Cole Trio Canito 
Christmas Song (Burke-VH) .......... ) Les Brown a... bella 
« . 
Inst e Stult—Urchestras-Music 
Peck Kelly, by now almost assuming the proportions of a legend in ja 
circles, again has nixed an offer to leave Houston Duribe past decade 
just about every name band in country has waved glittering offers at the 
pianist, but he cannot be budged out of his home town, where habitual!s 
he works a roadhouse. Latest Kelly thumb-down was bid of $1,000 net 
to fly to Hollywood for a single-shot appearance Joe Venuti, forme: 


re- 


band leader, made the offer, figuring the keyboard-knuckler would prove 
solid 


who 


because of large number of musicians abounding there, 
and have been fascinated by his consistent refusal to 
Paul Whiteman is said to have been first batonee! 


Kelly, after Jack Teagarden induced Pops to cup an 


b.o. on Coast 
of Kelly 
appear outside Texas 


know 


to attempt to sign 


ear during a Houston stopover. Scores of name musicians have lent Kells 
performances on-the-scene attention and none ever seemed to find him 
not living up to the rave word-of-mouth long accorded him. In addition 
to personal appearance proposals, Kelly consistently has refused radio 
and recording offers. 

Sammy Kave got quite a jolt last week during the runoff of his “So 


You Want To Lead a Band” gimmick, when Eli Oberstein, head of RCA- 


| Victor's artists and repertoire, stalked up on the stage as a contestant alter 


fixing the whole thing up as a gag. Giving a phony name, Oberstein went 
through the occupation, ete., crossfire with Kave. But when Kaye asked 
him the usual “why do you want to lead a band?” question, Obersiein 


| floored the leader by asserting that “If you (Kave) can, I can.” He backed 


| his 


s¥ylvania 


bought | 


the 


Se 


Kaye into a corner a second time, when, after giving the band a downbeat 
and listening for a few bars, he stopped them, turned to Kaye and asked. 


“Can't these guys play?” Later Kaye unmasked him and introduced him 
to the crowd. 
Russ Morgan, whose band ts current at Biltmore Bowl, Los Angeles, 


has revivitied an old method by which a band leader can meet with song- 
pluggers, give them a fair, square hearing and yet keep ’em from wavy- 
laying him while he is at work in a nitery. Each Monday (his off-day), 
Morgan treks out to Hollywood and sits away most of the afternoon ove: 
a luncheon table, where he sees any and all pluggers, cups an ear to their 
pleas and discusses possibilities of the ditties they want him to slip into 
book. Morgan, incidentally, insists on reaching for his personal tab 
on each excursion, Stunt, frequently practiced over the years in N. Y., 
has really caught on on the Coast. 


Premiere of “The Fabulous Dorseys” film, produced independently for 


abt | the maestros by Charles Rogers, will occur state-wide in Pennsylvania 
by Norton with the consent of Bur- | : - * 


nett 


the week of Feb. 28, with official municipal ceremonies at Philadelphia. 
Both Dorseys will participate in the affair. T. D. has no band and is not 
likely to have one at the time of the premiere. Jimmy Dorsey's schedule 
may be arranged to include his outfit in the affair. Reason for the Penn- 
debut is that both leaders come from Shenandoah. Pa. Film 
was sneaked on the Coast twice last week. It will be shown privately iu 
N. Y. later this month. 


Bunny Berigan trust fund. set up several years ago, following the 
trumpeter’s death as a means of supporting and schooling his two chil- 
dren, is again seeking coin. Most of the money poured into it has come 
from contemporary bandleaders and musicians: a minimum of $1.200 
Apparently that 
amount Is not on tap for the coming year. Bob Christenberry, managing 
director of the Astor hotel. New York: Bob Weitman. managing director 
- the Paramount theatre, N. Y:, and Harry Moss, band booker, administer 
the fund, 


Frank Sinatra has finally settled the question of what he intends doing 
about his interest in the Barton Music firm. of which he owns 331/3' 
Instead of disposing of the piece as a result of a dispute with Ben Barto: 
several months back. he intends to retain his interest, while his new 
Sinatra Music, set up as a subsidiary of Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, occupies 
his full attention. 


Lawrence Welk is tossing a party for the fems who sell his records ovei 
the counter, Maestro, Decca artist, is taking over the Chi Trianon Bal!- 
room, Dec. 11, for a dance for over 1,000 sales girls. Leader expecis to 
influence record sales directly with disk pushers by having them sce bin 
in the flesh. Not hurting matters will be the give away of latest record 


| releases and record changer dqor prizes. 








u 
— 
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. | 

jing firms are in for a rough re, 
, Ly ; settle 

shortly if they do not soon set | 

| 


) royalties due music publishers. 
o! yi 


Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
iblishers in met hanical and syn- | 
pUDLISNe? 

ie tion matters, iS preparing 

put inst a group of these firms | 


suits aga t ) 

to recovel paid royalties and, in 
I 

handt of cases, papers are all 

icth ua 


2 
: and waiting to be filed. 


prepared 


Fox has been busy in recent 
months on the indie diskers prob- | 
lem, On the Coast during the past 

‘~~ mont or so. he has dug up| 
tt ere in unpaid recording fees 


and in several cases discovered small 
firms so ignorant of recording prac- 
tices that they did not know fees 
had to be paid for the use of copy- 
righted music on records. 

Among the firms Fox expects to 
begin action against immediately, 
and whose books are currently being 
DeLuxe Records, New- 
Records, New York; 
(Spanish Music Cen- 


audite d, are 
ark; Crown 


Coda Records 


ter), N. Y.; and Trilon Records, a | 
Coast outfit. In addition, Fox is cur- | 
rently auditing the books of Cos- 


mopolitan Records in N. Y. for the 
third 

Other actions 
Four-Star Records, 
group, and Keynote 


quartel 
are pending against 
another Coast 


5 Name Bands Offered 
” . Guarantee Deals 


For H’wood Palladium 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


Palladium Ballroom, contrary to 


. Harry Fox Preparing Royalty Suits 
Against Group of Indie Recorders 


A number of independent record- * 


| Ballroom 


| feelings are mellowing 


| 
the ideas many have drawn from its | 


recently signified willingness to dis- 
pense guarantee and percentage 
deals at last to name bands, is not 
indiscriminately offering such terms 
fo all bands. Ballroom’s operators 
are limiting the p.e. contracts to the 
very top names it feels will do 
business. So far, it’s claimed the 
only bands to have been offered such 
terms are Vaughn Monroe, Woody 
Herman, who's disbanding (see sep- 
arate story), Tex Beneke, Stan Ken- 
ton and Jimmy Dorsey. 

Kenton, incidentally, was released 
last week from a Feb. 4 date at the 
Avodon Ballroom and will shift to 
the Palladium, probably opening 
March 18. Kenton had originally 
agreed to the Avodon booking at 
$7,000 weekly, because he refused 
to accept the Palladium’s then flat- 
price offer. When the Palladium’s 
p.c. deals were inaugurated, he tried 
to get out of the Avodon booking 
for one at the Palladium, but the 
former held him. Now, the combina- 
tion of poor biz at the Avodon and 
that $7,000 obligation to Kenton 
induced the spot to release him from 
the contract. 

In playing the Palladium March 
18, Kenton takes a slot formerly 
reserved for Les Brown, now moved 
back. Tony Pastor follows April 29 
at $4,000 flat weekly. Other dates 
are being juggled. Jimmy Dorsey 
has been offered a Palladium deal, 
but frere Tommy Dorsey’s owner- 
ship of the more or less opposition 
Casino Gardens has so far stymied 
acontract. T. D., contrary to reports, 
Is not selling the Casino Gardens. 
He would, it's understood, if an 


attractive enough offer were laid 
down. 


BOB CROSBY MUSICIANS 
FACE SALARY SLICING 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Another band plotting slash in sal- 
ary nut is the Bob Crosby combo, 
Which closed out a stand at the 
Avodon ballroom here Sunday (8). 
During the run at the downtown 
Los Angeles spot, the orchestra was 
fetting $4,000 gross, and with sala- 
Ties totaling $2,900 for musikers 
alone, other expenses such as agency 
commissions, arrangements, etc. 
Could not be met with Crosby net- 
ting what he thought his servicés 
and name warranted, 

Adjustments probably will be 
made in the combo by first of year. 
Meanwhile word has gone out among 
idle sidemen here that Les Brown 
ag re-form crew here in February. 
wr ede will have all but three 
. us Original men back with him at 
rss coin. Butch Stone is also re- 
turning. When Brown played the 

alladium Jast summer at $5,000 per 


Week, he found total expenses 
touching $5,500. ” 








Davis Threatens Action If 
Red Caps Cut for Mercury 


Chicago, Dec. 10. 
Steve Gibson and his Redcaps may 
be heading for a contract battle and 
possible court action. Joe Davis, 
head of Davis Records, N. Y., has 
threatened court action if the group 
records for Mercury Records, here. 


Click Club, Philly, May rel who rip out the old mas- 
ter library of Varsity. claims 
Adopt 4-Week Policy’ iss sn cxctisse concoct act ie 


group. 

Click Club, Philadelphia, one of | Mercury veirever has anid 
the newer spots that has been paying cording contract 
tremendous salaries for name bands, 
on a weekly policy, shift 
four-week setup first of 








that has 
|} proval, which 
| had Redcaps, currently 
at the Dubonnet Club 


Davis assertedly never 
may to a ‘ 
. - appearing 
after the 


the year, Buying _ best names | are set for a platter date with Mer- 
ivailable for weekly runs aP-| cury this week with “Bless You" 
parently sets up the problem of re- and “Can't See the Sun When You're 
peating a band too soon, since In Crying.” : 
a comparatively short time the en-| ‘ 


tire list of names is gone through. 
Frank Palumbo is head man of the | 


ciec"ie’nar'wen"evin" te Woody Herman To 


neighborhood of $5,000 weekly for 


bands, lower and beyond that figure | 
in sOme cases, all according to a 
band’s rep. 

Woody Herman has given his band 
notice that it will be 
of Dec. 21, but 


Maestros, Agents, 
is due to 
T T \\ if current 
erp Ops ml 5 which oc- 
| curs after a concert Castle 
° | Farms, Cincinnati, Herman will re- 
we ef y 9 aln | turn to his Hollywood home to begin 


groundwork on a film he would like 


disbanded as 


whether the breakup 
plus 
neither ad- 
mitted nor denied by his 
Following the 


high 
conditions 


operating costs 


Managers 


breakup, 





date at 


to produce, 
Johnny.” 


titled “C er : 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. Concerto for 


now are that relation- 
ship between name band leaders and|_ It’s very probable Herman will re- 
their booking agencies on one hand,| turn to the band wars later in the 
and Coast winter or early spring. He has a 
growing date at the N. Y. Paramount theatre 
for early April. This is the only ma- 
jor booking on his schedule: he 
cancelled a run at the Click Club. 
Philadelphia, opening Jan. 2 ‘being 
filled by Hal McIntyre). 


Indications 


ballroom operators are 
pleasant Western 
Operators Assn., group of 
20 top terpalace potentates and one- 
nite promoters hereabouts, still har- 
grudges, but 


more 


bor some definitely 


One of 


| 
; j 
factors 
} 


| } we recent Visit Payroll for the Herman orchestra 
| here of Music Corp. of America’s |} reached a large sum weekly. a back- 
national band coordinator, Larry + 


breaking total considering that com- 
missions and numerous 
penses were tacked on 


Barnett. who somewhat soothed 
ie other ex- 
things all around by solicitous talks. 


This was the 


Newark, N. J., over 





AFM ap-! 


| recording industry here, with 


Musicraft Structure Shakes Slightly 
Under Exec, Financial Difficulties 





o 


Coal Strike Causes | 
Coast Musicraft Lull 


Hollywood, Dec, 10 
after-effect on 

Musi- 
} + 


plant snutting aqown 


Coal strike 


had an 


craft’s 25-pre 


weekend when fuel was ex- 


hausted. Resumption of stamping 


won’t be possible until coal stocks 
are again built up on Coast, and 
| plattery probably will find itself 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| Tony Martin from the Mercury label. 


| 
| 


> «” SS after ‘ ‘ > 

“asa Assn prone ape st ps | cause of the Les Brown breakup, | 
alk, shows signs of getting down to | ental reese ae 7 pay 
brass tacks. Marty Landau, secre- 1 re yams “_. _ oe & Ole 
ieee aid rare cimatiatd tr juting factor in the abandonment 
a ees — : : |} of his orchestra by Tommy Dorsey 
that by first of year organization | ; , a 
wants stipulated in all contracts the | Jimmy Dorey and Gene Krupa, 
precise periods of time name baton-| and a few others. are cutting sal- 


eers will perform in front of crews. | aries as they go along rather than 





Complaints have been myriad that | break up 

leaders frequently arrive late and 

breeze early, especially on _  one- . . 
niters, even though the combos U R $300 
cavort a full schedule. Another non everses 


safety-clause the ops want inked into 
pacts is no-cancellation of one-nite 


Award to Songstress 


appearances with less than fortnight . 
notice. Beef is that frequently On Blue Lyrics Charge 
names are scratched after a one- 


. Previous award of $300 to “al 
nite promoter has spread expensive Q0 to Fran 
ad campaign; ops want bands or 
agencies to foot costs of such mis- 


cues in future. 

However, the association within 
past week has veered a bit off old 
course, Which butted at leaders and 


warranted dismissal as 


vocalist by 
Charlie Barnet. orch 


leader, with 
reversed in an 


appeal hearing at 


| 
} 
| jazz diskings for Majestic. Hammond 


} 
| 


| 


| 


| Three Suns move over next month, 
Warren, songstress, for allegedly un- | when their Majestic pact runs out. 


| 


whom she had been appearing, was | handled in all cases by Oberstein, 


American Guild of Variety Artists |ray, the former's boss. 


| 
| 


last week. Latter upheld Barnet’s | 
bookers, and has taken a tack | right to dismiss the singer, 
toward American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers’ li-| Matter stems back to when Bar- 
cense rates. It is pointed out that | net had been fulfilling a date at the | 
although many ballrooms are open | Aquarium restaurant, N. Y., when 


but spasmodically, fees remain static. | Miss Warren is alleged to have bluce 
Case in point is Horace Heidt’s|up lyrics on some of her 
Trianon here, which pays same rate | Maestro claimed 
to ASCAP for current weekend pol- | jected and 


songs. 


instructed 


1 





him to warn 
icy as it formerly did when blasting | her to stet original lyrics. Despite 
full week. Down in San Diego the | warning singer is said to have con- 
Mission Beach and Pacific Square|tinued with improvised version, | 





hoofing halls are tapped by the So- 

ciety same figures they paid for full | 

yeeks earlier this vear. With biz ; 

oo oe cual ‘the phe are vith biz | ruled that singer could not be sum- 
I ‘ ba c ' ° ° ° 

- 1 a : |marily dismissed and should have 

aplenty. |}been warned instead, claiming that 


which precipitated dismissal. 


At previous hearing arbitrators 


Still seeking to mass its muscles | Barnet pay her $300 in lieu of due | 


so it can develop greater 
power, the association has 
band-buying hotel owners in Far 
West to join up. Hope is that by 
presenting more solid front, the con- 
cessions sought may be m@qre readily 
gained. 


hitting 


>|notice of termination of contract. 
asked 


Barnet protested, asked for rehear- 
ing and won out after producing ad- 
| ditional evidence that he had 
warned the singer several times be- 
fore letting her out. 





BEL-TONE RECORDS 
FOLDS 406 IN RED 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
Bel-Tone, pop-plattery operated 
here for past several years by Dick 
Elwell and Bob Cook, has folded and 
filed bankruptcy proceedings, listing 





——e 


Mose Gumble 


Dean of song pluggers 


is still 


total liabilities of $40,000. First ‘é . 39 
meeting of creditors will be held Plugging Along 
next Tuesday (17). 

Creditors include American Fed- one of the mony fectures of 
eration of Musicians, $4,000; num- 


erous music publishers, $5,000; wax- ° 


ery’s lineup of performers $4,000 for VARIETY ws 


unpaid royalties. It being under- 
S 5 is held inst P 
rors Paes + go libel Me, 41st Anniversary Number 


more than 100 masters on Bel-Tone 
shelves, it is doubtful if sale of these 














| will net much revenue for creditors. 





| 


| Wel t y 
management ob- | recently by 


low on priority list 

RCA-Victor, Columbia, Majestic | 
and almost all the small, indie 
pressers use natural gas or oil in 
plants here. Decca, largest of Coast | 
disk-dishers in that 60 presses are 
used, had a 60-day supply of fuel 
dust when strike was ended. 


RCA-Victor Snags 
Count Basie, Suns, 
And Tony Martin 


RCA-Victor, which 
of a number of artists when Eli 
Oberstein stepped in more than a 
year ago as head of artists and rep- 
ertoire, is grabbing off new artists 
in bunches, the only major label to 
go about taking on established names 
from other companies and others 
from indie labels. This week Victor 
signed Count Basie’s orchestra, tak- 
ing it away from Columbia, which 
last year snagged Dinah Shore from 
Victor. It also took Phil Harris and 


cleaned house 





and Three Suns from Majestic. 

Basie’s deal, perhaps the most im- } 
portant since Columbia's engineering | 
of Miss Shore’s switch by Mani¢ 
Sacks, puts him with Victor for two 
years. His contract at Columbia had 


expired Dec. 6. Majestic Records 
was also in the picture via John | 
Hammond, one -of Basie’s closest 


friends, who now handles race and 


has been on the Coast, where Basie 
is now playing, apparently in an 
endeavor to set a contract. 

RCA got Martin 
last week. He won't 
new disker, however, 
when his Mercury 


from Mercury 
report to his 

until April, | 
pact expires. 


Harris had been 
weeks back, the 


signed several 
negotiations being 


the final signing done by Jim Mur- 





CARDINAL DISK’S 1ST 
RELEASE THIS WEEK 


New Cardinal Record label, started 
Harry Bank, forme 

president of Cosmo Records and still | 
a stockholder in that outfit, gets go- 
ing this week with its first release. 
Initial pairing will be the “Che- 
rokee” and “Redskin Rumba” sides 
Charlie Barnet originally made_for | 
Cosmo and which never were re- 
leased on that label due to the re- 
fusal of Cosmo to meet the $60.000 
per year, payable quarterly, Barnet | 
had been promised. Meanwhile, the 
disks had been held in escrow and 
for awhile had been in the hands of 


| National Records. 


|}ago on its 





Before Bank could release Barnet’s 
sides on his Cardinal label, however, | 
he had to secure the permission of 
RCA-Victor, who had made both ar- 
rangements with Barnet some years | 
Bluebird label. Bank | 
secured the permission. Disks are 
being pressed for him by National. at 
its New York and Phillipsburg, Pa., 
plant 


Armstrong Orch Set To 
Debut Negro Dance Spot 


Louis Armstrong’s orchestra opens 
a new Negro ballroom in Washington, ! 
D. C., Jan. 12, called the Music Hall. 
It will use the best bands available 
on one-week stands. Spot is paying | 
good prices. 


}; more 
| > 

|; of next year. A number of the com- 
| pany toppers are on employment con- 


| He tried to 
| let him. His manager offered a com- 
| bination 


Musicraft Records continues to 
quiver under the pressure of sweep- 
ing changes in the executive and 
production setups, with even the 
company’s financial structure stil] in 
doubt. Latest move is the shutdown 
of Musicraft’s Hollywood offices fol- 
lowing a meeting in New York last 
veek between Coast head Bobby 
Weiss and eastern execs. 

Result of the confab reportedly 
has Weiss coming east at year’s end 
to take over sales promotion and ad- 
vertising and 
to have a hand in the 
a ts and repertoire. Concurrentl) 
it’s reported, prexy Peter Hilton will 
resign from the company, leaving 


publicity, as well as 


selection of 


| the way open for election of another 
| head. 


Organization has supposedly 
been due for radical changes ever 
since Atlas Corporation purchased a 
quarter interest for some $500.000. 
However, as of last week, Atlas 
had not turned over the cash in- 
volved supposedly because of 
atisfaction with the executive 
of Musicraft. In order to meet the 
new stockholder’s requirements 
changes are due after the first 


dis- 


setup 


tracts as well as being stockholders. 
Contracts run out January 1 
them will 

make 


when 
reportedly be 
room for Atlas- 


some of 


ousted to 


preferred personnel. Rumors that 
the plattery would effect a tieup 
with 20th-Fox on the Coast have 


| been scotched. 


Chief difficulty of Musicraft seems 
to be plattery has never been able 


to get production facilities under 
way, even with three plants in 
Hollywood, Ossining, N. Y., and 


Bridgeport, Conn. A lot of the ac- 
tual pressing work has been done 
by Mercury Records facilities in Chi- 
cago and St. Louis. Wide distribu- 
tion has been another stopper, with 
large stores growing more unwilling 
to take on smaller labels. 


Hal Mcintyre Taught 


Plenty on Economics 


By Students at NYU 


Hal MclIntyre’s orchestra is going 
to play, after a dispute, the first 
postwar prom at New York Uni- 
versity, at the hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 


New York, Dec. 26. But he’s not 
| going to profit much on the date. 
| . . 

| Extra coin to his men, and more 


than, $500 in bets he’ll lose doing it 
will eat up his profits. 


McIntyre was signed for the date 
weeks back. He okayed it, figuring 
that he’d stop work on Dec. 21 and 
give himself and his men a rest over 
Xmas. Then he discovered that if 


| his musicians went home for the 


holiday, t' 
make the 


‘'y wouldn't be able to 
Dec. 26 booking easily. 
cancel. NYU wouldn't 
of Raymond Scott's band, 
1 p.a. by MelIntyre, who lives in 
Connecticut; Joe Mooney’s quartet, 
and comic Henny Youngman, all for 
the price of McIntyre. That was re- 


a5 


jected — NYU committeemen had 
signed for McIntyre, and_ they 
wanted him. 

Finally, McIntyre agreed to the 


date if George Moffett, his manager, 
could talk his men into playing— 
meaning some wouldn't go home for 


Xmas. Without telling the leader, 
| Moffett offered each man a_ $50 
bonus. Then he found out almost 
| every musician had bet McIntyre 
| they would be forced to play the 
date. Extra coin of about $850, and 
plus over $500 in bets, will leave 


him holding the bag. 








CHRISTENSEN, FACCHINE 


TEAM AS MANAGERS 


Chicago, Dec. 10. 

Howard Christensen, manager of 
Jimmy Dorsey, Jimmy Joy and 
several other midwestern bands, and 
Russ Facchine, former Music Corp. 
of America exec, are forming a 
personal manager team. Nothing 
definite yet, but the pair have gone a 
long way toward achieving that ob- 
jective. It would be effective 
around Jan. 1. 

Facchine quit MCA a few months 
ago. He had been in the Navy dur- 
ing the war and, upon his return, 


| instead of resuming with MCA’s 


Following Armstrong comes the} Chi office, he went to the Coast to 


Billy Eckstine band, Lione] Hampton 
is set for two weeks beginning Feb. 
2. Other deals are being negotiated. 





head that branch’s band depart- 
ment in place of Larry Barnet, who 
became the division’s overall head. 
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10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Dec. 7) 
Old Lamplighter .....Shapiro-B 


Music Notes 





Nathaniel Grav. sepia 88er. inked to slash solo ser for Kevnote Record Ole Butterick Sky...Burke-VH 
-...Jack Nve’s band. current at Beverly Tropics. Hollywood, signe Wor ld Singing Song Robbins 
; White Xma Bertin 
Spot ight Records First excursio on wax for relativel new combo Thing We Did Summer Morris 
Jc Records next month starts printing mo iveaway gazette [01 Sentimental Reasons Duchess 
pl rchasing public yatently patterned after promotion effort edited Rumors Are Flving Oxford 
4 Ca 1 by Dave Dextei Teddy Wilson quartet, with Sarah Vaught You Keep Coming Back. . Berlin 
’ ite —* Z.ip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah Santly-Joy 
| : S. , . etched t be ev —— en bs KK Q c she ) Wij Wonderland BYVC 
! »U ¢ ( iormed sne 1 ol mouse, Neadcs il Poy ! t Ow 
1) \ Ja Sche B Shamberg are the ron lade cond 10 
Coast for a Felix De Co lf You Were O Girl M 
" M ; Or Late S oO 
* i I . I Vie Chavp 
e oc [ S \ Be I \l Vio 
( ( od ofl D Art ( . ti t ( I Ma Be 
I \ D Shi ( ) [ Bel A 1ue¢ ) Cott , Valiant 
Feb Ml Ml ind ra S S : 
is fol ia ] c | ( (C-P 
\i c Bo ’ With bo I Ke R Ric M Peg 
} iF -Tone series, Mi Mea unt r I Alway BVC 
a allv % active runi cS Oo i — - 
; Sid Gary, ex-vaude baritone n Hollywood as weste1 plugger for 
C} ea Musik Mac Go! i eheral manage of Music Publishers ST. L. DISKBOXES GO 
Hola Corp., on Coa oO} i ‘S Vic Blau. Hollvwood head ofl } 
eee eet ee ee aaa is 
© eeKke Mort Davis. Jr... Musicraft Records’ veepee. in Hollywood 
cn * ( oOast Operatio oO ylattery Mario Moregat chiry last it! St. Loui Der 4 
Ha Jame ind, pact for platters by J labe Annette Warre: R ( ) evervthi ia 
é é > { ) for Bla & White Reco " ke bone 
I it i O "J l 
1D Frank Sina J ‘ S , ( ‘ 
yy me ublishing fi er | n H. Mo la Di , If ee 
D ( BE iss and Criterior Vi over son “Moment I Met You for two bits NEM Lot 1 US 
due fe court hearing next weel Publishers had difficulty shipping | S¢tlea to the XC und onl l 
! nuit of N. Y. last week due to freight embargo induced by coal strike: e or a quarte) NM fi 
S ) ent by mail, restricted to five pounds eat Barto Mit Make a ! 0 e 
Co })) ) d.< Jim McCarthy on p roll as exploites ol ecoraings Ot it YON E isserlec a i ve Lhe 
v hate to make 





By PEGGY LEE and DAVE BARBOUR 
An Opener —A Rhythm Song —.A Production Song 
A Novelty —The best all-around song in years!!! 





how could 










yes, ITS A GOOD DAY____—— 





Yes, IT'S A GOOD 





in’ the blues, — 


los - 


DAY _ 


GOOD 


“good morn - in 
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You know,yon've got- ta get 
rise and shine 
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RKO Building All Rig 


aD - IGS, Inc 
Copyright 1946 CAPITOL SONG Made in US A 


International Copyright Secured 















Recordings — 


GENE KRUPA + PEGGY LEE —DAVE BARBOUR + GEORGE TOWNE 
HARRY COOL * LOUISE CARLYLE * THE SONG SPINNERS 


New York * RKC 


om: og 
OLIN SCHOTTLER 
BUD GATELY 


CAPITOL SONGS, Inc. 


a ke) 
149) No 


ywood 


Vine St 


DAVE BLU 
P RALPH HARRIS 


M. H. GOLDSEN 





Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cope 














age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Neiworks, Py})- 
| ished by the Office of Research, Inc 
Survey Week of November 29-December 5, 1946 
A Gal in Caheo—*“Time, Pince, Gir cis coccccccéiccciecn. Remick 
| And Then It’s Heaven Remick 
| Anybody’s Love Song ‘Career tree ree Mille: 
Blue Skies—j“Blue Skies” Pinwaivksecawee eran Berlii 
Coffee So “Copacabana Revue” ye ». Valiant 
Either It's Love Or It Isn't Dead Reckoning .Mood 
k verypoa\ Loves My Ba ) C;00de 
Five Minu \lore Vielrose 
Ko Sentimental Reas« Duche 
For You For Me Fore S | eo Mi Pilgrin Chanpe 
Gi That I Marry, Th An G Yo Gun” Berli: 
Vi\ Sugal Is So Refi \ Capito 
Old Lamp-Lighter Shapiro-B 
QO! B termiulk Sky ( * v Burke-VH 
On the Other End of a I Beve 
P Feist 
Pretending Criterion 
Rumors Are Flying » Oxilord 
September Song .Crawtord 
Sooner Or Late! Song of South” ; Santlyv-Joy 
South America Take It Awayv—*"Call Me Mister”.. .. Witmark 
Things We Did Last Summet Morris 
This Is Always—7"Three Little Girls in Blue” BV( 
Co Each His Own—7"To Each His Ow ...Paramoi 
Uncle Remus Said Song ( e South saniiv-Jo 
White Christmas Be 
Who World Is Sir : tobb 
W Doe It G S | = Ea Ha 
Yo Keep Com: B Ll SO} Blue Skie By 
Youll Al Vays Be the On: ef Se ee he,” Peper ee Ne 3 | iba Sang 
Zip-a-De-Do-Dah “So of Swut Santiy-Jo 
Follo q so are ose tl i have enough performance credits 
on the week to be lnded op group They mostly are tunes 
’ { ‘ in popil ‘ 
A Garden In ie Ral Melrose 
Best Man. The -. Vanguard 
Gotta Get Me Somebody To Love Du I he Sun Morris 
I Guess [ll Get the Papers a Go Hor C-P 
If I'm Lucky If tin Lucky Triangle 
lf You Were the Only Gi: Mutua 
Pa Soe EM TOO ee eae .Maurice 
It's a Pity To Say Goodnight Lee 
It's All Over Now ; SMI 
Linger In My Arn Little Longer Baby Bourne 
Margie “Margie Mill 
Oh, But I Do “Time, Place, Gi Witima 
Ricke Rickshaw Ma Southe 
Save Me a Drean Starlight 
| Somewhere In the Night Three Little Girls In Blue” Triangle 
| That Little Dream Got Nowhere ‘Cross My Heart” Famou: 
This Time Dorsey Bros 
| Und r the Willow Tree Maurice 
|} You Are Everything to Me Paramount 
t Filmusicat. * Legut Musical. 
| Cornell for the singing intros and 
| ° ; the two gals, Mary Marlow and Bet 
| Band Reviews tv Barclay, come in for a fair share 
of returns for their efforts. Enti 
outfit works smoothly anc keer thre 
| JOHNNY LONG ORCH (19) floor jampacked. It's all relaxed lis- 
| With Francie Lane, Sandy Evans, tening and terping ss 
| Quartet omim 
| Commodore Hotel, N.Y. a — — 
Johnny Long, perhaps the only | , . 


violinist pitching musical 
slants from a name bandstand, seems 
to have gotten his stuff undei 
trol after a long period of wildness. 
At the Commodore, on his first 
N. Y. date in some time, he’s serv- 
ing up what is unquestionably the 
best middle-of-the-road. music his 
band has ever achieved. It dues 
good job both for dancing and list- 
ening, 


southpaw 





Long started his maestroing days 
at the head of a salable, sweet outfit: 
| later, he went to the opposite ex- | 
treme But the swing band didn't 
} swing. And Long, a_ personable, 
| college-boy type, somehow didn't fit 
the role of a jump-band leader 
|} Fortunately, he now eases ‘em more 
down the middle 

The new band, equipped with 
ome new arrangements and a good 
; many of the choral leftovers from 
|} the original sweet combo, paces its 
stuff nicely, turning on equal mix- 
tures of sweet and up-tempo. And 


jit plays well together, the emphasis 
on the latte 
| tion. Coupled to the obvious show- 
|manship in those choral arrange- 
} ments and a bunch of clean-looking 
|} kids who perform them. what more 
| could anyone ask of a guy with 
} verve enough 


lw rong side. 
| Long 
j girl, 
They 
| How 
judge: 
dress 


has six singers—a boy and 
plus the quartet listed above. 
all help dress the bandstand 
they Sing is too difficult to 
the Commodore's publie ad- 
system faulty enough to 
keep that a secret Wood. 


is 


SAMMY KAYE ORCH (18) 

With Don Cornell, Johnny 
Betty Barclay, Mary Marlow 

New Yorker Hotel, N. Y. 
Musically, 


Ryan, 


Sammy Kaye's work 
neither aggressive nor original. 
| there’s no arguing taste If the 
j itinerants like muted brass choruses 
| riding lightly over pashy reeds, 
) they're not spending anyone else’ 
money. and with busines it 

swing bands the conclusion 


} a> 
with 
if people will buy the 


Is 
1s 


that 


cadences 


iS | 
but 


| of a Chinese cymbal and a police 
' Whistle, then it’s music, 
Kaye sticks strictly to the latest | 
pop stuff, and oodles of standards 
| with a seasonal oldie like Johnny 
| Ryan's nice voicing ot “White 


Christmas” occasionally thrown in | 
‘for good measure. He stil! uses Don | 


COn- | 


a 


being on the brass sec- | 


to play fiddle from the | 








For new ortist copies and 
arrangements, write or phone 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Manager, 
Standard Exploitation Dept., 
The Big 3, 1619 Broadway, 
New York 19, Circle 6-2939 
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ACCLAIMED THE OUTSTANDING NEW BALLAD 
BY THE ENTIRE InDusTRy! 














THERE 1S NO BREEZE 


(Te Cool The Flame Of Love) 





lyric by DOROTHY DICK music by ALSTONE 
french lyric by Andre Tabet end Reger Bernstein 
Chorus, Slowly with expression —. 
ne So 5 FEET = 








F _ : r os ords are 
sre Ts No Breeze to caol the flame of love ene Ww 
“- tout ane corur, je te dis que ge (aime, De tout mon 
L “>. 
= ae Ne 7 T eo isamarmcae | 
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old but oh! So true of love Were here to . 
coeur, ge wes chen. ter le « mows, + dite pe - 
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geth + ¢F the moon is bigh ———————_——" Star-dust is fall - ing 


¢-« mes Ou longs dis - cours Cest unvieux the - me 





























Oh! what a night, there's 
and so am I ! } ! 
Qui plait tom + sours Je sats. tres bien que 
— = | 
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mag - ic “t the pS Blk ae, So hold meé tigkt 4 

cest «oun grand pro «- bleme Tu es trop S 

= —f——— es lz pe = 
pe \%e a : = i 

tell me that you care For Il) al. ways & «+ adore y 





te-nir mon bon Aexr, Pour-tant je nat 














: 0 
true as stars shine ‘a - bove There Is No = r,s 
Cest fra-gile @ tex ~ treme De tout mon 6¢ j 





























love. 
cool the flame of love. There Is No ov 
te dis que fe taime De tout mon taime. 


Copyright 1945 Editions Solobert 
Copyright 1946 Editions Salebert _ 
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aN an ae 


(To Cool The Flame Of Love) 


Recorded by 
TOMMY DORSEY 


Victor 


SKIP FARRELL - JIM HILLIARD any 


ercury 


JUDY GARLAND Wh 


Decca . ii 
EDDY HOWARD Hi 
Majestic Hh : 


GENE KRUPA 


Columbia 


ALVINO REY 
Capitol 


GRIFF WILLIAMS ty 


sat 
Sonora { 


(++ dad te maar | 
Ranteription libranctes — 


NAT BRANDWYNNE 
World 


VIC DAMONE J Wl 


Associated 


| 
HAL DERWIN L 





Capitol 


TOMMY DORSEY 
Lang-Worth 


MORTON DOWNEY 


Coca Cola 1 t 
FRANKIE MASTERS Hi 
Lang-Worth 


GEORGE TOWNE Hi 
Muzak | i i 








MURRAY BAKER c 
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On The Upbeat 























| Vido Musso, Lower Prices | 


Help Coast Meadowbrook 











Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 














After a relatively long period of | Giiiene Total 
ee ee ee ee ee Se ee ee crimson, the ecgare at eaeee- | Bad ete! i, Fast forers 
; eon tan Cele édedee | brook ballroom, Culver City, Cal., | Emil Coleman*...Waldorf (400: $2).. eaten ; ; 9 3,175 24.775 
New York Last Frontier, om’ — - a again are showing ebony fringes, | Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)............ 6 2.625 16.375 
Jan, 3 Norma Teagarden, 88er, a3 ‘itch | Sammy Kaye .New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50). 1 1.650 » 625 
Ina Rav Hutton back on Coast for) now sitling in with brother Jack's’ and the cause may signal a swi ms | Elliot Lawrence.. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).. 2 1,950 3.450 
ee Pes slaiiiien Gu Mamaecidan sextet, current at ~~ 2. eo in policy at the terpalace. Current is Johnny Long Commodore (400; $1-$1.50). * : see ern 
chestra Resumes Feb. 1 01 — ane ag hs = a h whey Vido Musso’s new orchestra, which | Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50).......... 5 1.075 4.900 
tt | Dee 18 for holiday layoff at home. made its public bow in Megdow- | 
— New Whitey Wort ene | Bee wih a oe es ee : | bac! To get the Indicates Floor Show: at Waldorf. Frank Simatra 
‘eae ; ae 7 - ar Pr? roo cs back g 
ne ee ee “ ri "O ; ae y \ ae is Musso’s manager Freddys ae 
job RCA-1 . Harry | Goodman agreed to play for scale Chicago 
stud ‘ ula i ; lames. has { ed own sextet to pr | operator Joe Zucca Mel Cooper (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350: $2.50 min.) Dimout 
, iq ngiaisee pie ry ; ecord for Jewel label on Coast to slash adn ish more chan ‘halt really hit here: drop to 2,200 
ied en eine Ciro Rimac’s Latune combo going to} (curre 60c.) With the ballroom| @Gten Gray (Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 950: $1.50-$2.50 min ) Old 
$ — Vaughi Mont - : oon ? Havana for month. on heels of cur- | making a profit, Zucca tied up Musso | favorite around here and should do well Harry Cool closed Frida (5) 
D ¥. _ Fra K sine ace s! aa 4 at Olvn a theatre. Miami | on tions xtending until Jan. 15 and Grav took over (6) Around 4,300, just fair 
the 10 ere cepa nent di zs BR Cr " g $4,500 o If ci sti that long it will prove Stephen Kilsey (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 700: $1.50-$2.50). 
0 Oe ee gress new rary, with s repertory now | lengthiest 1 for al band at spot! Off this week, too, with 3,800. 
at Waldorf, N ¥ to prevent ove ee to dat Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $2.50-$3.50 min.) 
ywding in 282-seat Wedgwood > ie » , + af William Mor- Prior to Musso’s advent, Meadow- | Candy convention offset drop here with firm 3,100 
" a . niiéren : guages , : pe ig : ale reise it “two | brook absorbed losses during suc- Ted Weems (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 550; $3-$3.50 min.). Hotel's 
= daggeogurite ton . rare ote } od iragga Ba Museen ‘lealeee the spot.| cessive stands by Harry James,| being headquarters for International Livestock show didn't hurt. Boffo 
mesial ay ta Seure een a t| Jack Teagarden bedded on doctors’ | Benny Goodman, Duke gS 4.500 
of Vincent Lopez orchestra; band orders for the next four weeks after | Current profit. is tirst for _ vel acinomae, 
goes into N. Y. Strand for two weeks | coming down w ith pneumonia over | City capel \ since Stan mA a Los Angeles 
Dec. 13 Raymond Scott into Sher- | the a greens seagoing ee through the turnstiles Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50; indef). Pre-Xmas sag skid- 
nan hotel, Chicago, Feb. 14 Paul! maestro’s brother, takes over front-; last Ju ded covers to 2,800; still okay. 
Orland, General Artists accountant | ing of the combo, currently at the | Span i Russ Mergan (Biltmore: 900: $1-$1.50: indef) Santa’s coming casts a 
in N. Y., quit to open ow business | St Q. Hollywood nitery | e blight here, too, but okay at 2,700 
Capitol Records Hollywood exec ; i a 
fiving into N. Y. next week for first Chicago MPPA SPA Still . . 
recording date at newly leased RKO Chicago, Dex 10 ’ Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
Pathe studios with Stan Kenton or- Charlie Spivak playing the North- ° (Chicago) 
chestra. .. .Kenton'’s new vocalist will) western homecoming dance + Probin Terms. Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk: 500; $2-$2.50 min.). Spot really took a beat- 
be Herb Jeffries Ji nmy Joy taking over eral Bernie 9 ing this week; 3,700 
Cu at La Martinique ° Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). Ninth week off to 6.300 
Hollywood Frankie Lain on Chesterfield Show.| Music Publishers Protective Assn Eddy Howard (Aragon Ballroom; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Nifty 18.000 
O: Tucker set for indef stand | Dec. 19 spine —— board of directors and representa- Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; Second show min. $2.50). Bad times 
at Mark Hopkins, San Francisco, around with 4-H ers at their — Saas ak thas Miainethane: Dente with 2.500. Last week of Willie Howard 
Janu, 7. Fortnight stint commences | convention Victor Lombardo : eee Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Fancy 17.000 
Dec. 20 at Last Frontier, Las Vegas, | into the Sherman Hotel, Jan 3 Assn. meet again in N. Y. today hice 
Ney Charlie Barnet opens mont! Ravmond Scott into Oriental theatre (Wednesday) in an attempt to iron (Los Angeles) 
stand at Casino Gardens. Ocean} week of Dec. 19 Bill Currie, out terms of a new contract. Initial Desi Arnaz (Ciro’s, N, Hollywood, 4th wk.). Generally stagnant after- 
Park, Calif. Fri. (13) Grady | music publisher, in Illinois Central imeeting of the two factions, last | dark doin’s reflected here, too. But 2,200 not bad. 
King orchestra opened for month at | Hospital with appendicitis Milt | week (4). was claimed to have been Beb Crosby (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 4th wk.). Closed out Sun. (8), 
Hilton hotel, Long Beach,, Mon. (9)| Herth Trio doing transcriptions for) |) congenial, aside from minor | with final stanza around 7,800. Count Basie commenced month stand last 
Leighton Noble returns to Clare- | World Cab Calloway into the lclashes, but accomplished only a| night (10). 
mont hotel, Berkeley, Calif. Feb. 5 Regal. Jan. 17, after playing Pan- | minor amount of the work necessary | Jan Garber (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 13th wk.) Fewer than 6.000 for 
for ten weeks Carmen Cavallaro | ther Room for two weeks to preparing a contract agreeable to} last session. Art Kassel in this week 
inked into Million Dollar theatre, Vic Engel. drummer and organizer | poth sides. It's felt meetings will go Vido Musso (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 5th wk.) With admish 
L. A., week of Jan. 8 Spade lof Harry Cool orchestra leaving} on for sometime yet, and possibly | slashed to 60c., and new band in at scale, operator Joe Zucea is seeing 
Cooley's rustic-rhythm crew back | band Boyd Raeburn visiting | peyond the Jan. 1 expiration date of | some profit. Around 5,800 last session 
from San Joaquin Valley one-niters|family for a week before doing ithe current agreement. Will Osborne (Trianon. B, South Gate, Ist wk.) Horace Heidt now 
Hal Pruden band going north for | record dates on Coast Pat Tully, | Representatives of both sides spent | Operating three-day weekends only Osborne in Fri. (6) and lured about 
eight _Weeks at St. Francis, San! popular girl Friday at Chi Burke & | most of their meeting time last week | 3,000 on the sendoff 
Francisco, opening Jan 14 Benny | Van Huesen office. hospitalized at | smoothing out questions concerning | Orrin Tucker (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park. 4th wk.) Last week, 
Strong, midwest band, makes first | Racine, Wis.. after auto crash ‘| writers’ revenue from folios and | final full stanza, about 7.000 payees 
Coast appearance with four weeks at | Johnny Long sect for the Orpheum changing the minimum and maxi-| Tommy Tucker (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 3d wk.). Ante-holidays tor- 
— a woes theatre. Omaha k of Jan. 24 | mum number of tunes allowed to be | por felt here also; 13,000 
| include suc isic books to four | - ‘= ————— 
Song Suggestions for Dallas pew ag he rer Be arrived at 
your CHRISTMAS Programs Denny Becker orchestra opens has so far been put into legal lan- | Heard, Josephson In 
HOME Friday at the Pilantatio: Nick | guage, and until if all is ready ve} 3 Greot Songs 
Stuart crew currently on the stand |*i8"ing by both sides, nothing agreed | Wrangle on Contract by CASE’ KUSBY 
LIGHT A CANDLE at Papy’s Showland....Joe Cappo! nal After Cafe Cancellation Each—A Winner 
IN THE CHAPEL orchestra set to open at the Yacht —__—_—_—_——_—— | NITE.CAP 
7 Club this week Dizzy Gillespie J. C. Heard’s small combo and , : ; 
WITH CHRISTMAS MORNING | bend with Ella Fitzgerald, is slated) SWEET ON UPBEAT IN | Barney Josepnson, operator of Cate || "M GLAD | TOOK THE OMNIBUS! 


for a one-nighter at the Yacht Club 
Friday (13)....Eddie Williams, for- 
mer vocalist with the Interstate 
Theatre's radio show “It's Show- 


IN YOUR HEART 
MY CHRISTMAS WISH 




















— ime.” has joined Don Kaye orches- 
a ee Gen ak oe 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 9B poo) hotel 
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BUDDY MORENO SETS 
PLANS FOR NEW BAND 


Buddy Moreno, who has been 
planning a band for some time, is 
|} now due to give more direct atten- 
| tion to that idea. Formerly with 
| Dick Jurgens and Tommy Dorsey, 
as a singer, Moreno, since getting out 
of service, has been singling under 
the management of Arthur Michaud. 
He will start the band soon after the 
tirst of the vear. 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


EXACTLY 
LIKE 
YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Instrumentation of the 











Shapiro-Bernstein possibly a girl singer. Its style will 
be predominantly sweet 
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with Reginald Beane at the piano 


opens an indefinite engagement on Dec. 13 


AT THE 
ZANZIBAR, NEW YORK 


) Sat! 


ASSOCIATED 


aie} 


ISIVE MANAGEMENT 


BOOKING CORP. 


GLASER. Pres. 


£\ teh 


745 


Aa Ve ork 2 


new outfit | 
| will run to 12-men plus Moreno and 


| longest in English sales annals. 


BRITAIN, TOO—GERALDO 


Sweeter music, on the upbeat in | 
the U. S. for the past year, is nudg- | 
| ing swing aside in England, accord- 
| ing to Geraldo, w.k. British maestro. 
English bandleader said that jitter- 
bugging, which became a craze in | 
| the Isles following the introduction 
ito Britain of American troops, is 
' disappearing and couples are return- 








| ing to cheek-to-cheek terping. 


Comments were made in a tran- 





| scribed interview with Percy Faith, 
| conductor: of the “Carnation Con- 
| tented Hour.’ Disk will be flown to 
Australia for broadcast on the Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting System. Geraldo 
said that soon after the American 
troops began to leave England the 
demand for hot tunes began to drop. 

He added, however, that English 
musicians listen eagerly for new 
trends in American music, which 
; eventually find their way to Britain. 


MCA Heads Set 3-Day 
| Meet in Chi Sat. (14) 


Holly wood, Dec. 10. 

Annual meeting of Music Corp. 
America heads opens Chicago Sat- 
urday (14) morning with Lew Was- 
serman and Taft Schreiber heading 
Coast contingent leaving here to- 
|} morrow (Thursday). Jules Stein 
will preside at three-day day ses- 
| sion, which also will have Sonny 
' Werblin and other N. Y. men in at- 
| tendance. 


Stein will give his opinion of 
Latin American market based on 
four-month tour just completed. 


| Coast troupe returns here Dec. 16. 


“Bless You,” which occupied No. 
1 sheet sales slot in England for past 
24 weeks straight, finally slipped to 
No. 2 last week. Run on top was 
Shi- 
piro-Bernstein, which owns song in 








U.S. starts on. it here soon. 


GUST OF WIND ~ 
“These Tunes 
Are Listed In 


Seciety Downtown, New York, got 


into a tussle last week over a benefit -_™ = 





Tune-Dexr” y = 
done by Heard’s band, and it’s been 
referred to N. Y. local 802 of the & ic 
American Federation of Musicians ¥ MUSIC C0. 
for settlement. It seems Heard’s 1536 No. Western Ave 
combo went to the Apollo theatre, Hollyweod 27, Calif. 


N. Y., last week to do a benefit, with 
operator Barney Josephson’s permis- 
sion, and due to the usual delays at 

















oo — 








such affairs got back 20 minutes COMPOSER OF POPULAR 
after the cafe’s 2:15 show was to 

start. Heard was given two week's ; SONGS LOOKING FOR 
notice. LYRICIST 


Heard claims he’s on the second | 
leg of two six-monih contracts, 
which doesn't expire until Feb. 12. 


Write Box 125, Variety 
154 West 46th St. New York 19 














He says it wasn’t his fault he was 
Ee EL 
late. He wants Josephson to pay or neve nme 
play him for the remainder of the FOR SALE 


contract. 


ESTABLISHED LECTURE BUREAU 
Managing Prominent List of 
NATIONALLY-FAMOUS SPEAKERS 
AND PERSONALITIES 


Guy Lombardo orchestra will move 
into Times Square, N. Y., Saturday 





(14) afternoon to “Auld Lang Syne” attests covernge; $15,000 cash 
. nn ‘ are a ad or immediate action. Write Box 

— streetcars out of circula- V 1460, 113 W. 42d St. N.Y. 18. 
ion, 
































HEN THE ORGAN 
LAYED AT TWILIGHT 


WALLACE-CAMPBELL-CONNELLY 














1619 Broadway, New York 19 
Tommy Valando; Gen. Prof. Mar. 
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a Old Vic’s Evans to MCA | FISCHER MULLS NEW : 
Expo Crowds eee erans eee receprRceRE or u.s, SMelvey Planes to Chi to Set Plans 


° . ae 2 ’ ; . ° e 
lof the Old Vie Co., who was respon- Clifford C. Fischer, now in Paris, ’ 
mA, C. BIZ stir teoaing te" Broadway | wit stage @ "Fouee Bergere” tow] FOF s Forthcoming Convention 
ppearance this yea s quit. > , 
re ot the Bee pe anes Py ~Ne for the U. S. early next year. Fischer 
Re F : P ve | will im ort principals from Pari Matt Shelvey, national head of | vention to elect its own officers and 
Corp. of America, working under Pp principals m s , . ere ; ; 
. American Guild of Variety Artists,| board of governors, All such posts 
planed to Chicago over the weekend will be honorary. 
to set up machinery for the forth- | Nominating committees will be set 
| tres and probably some cafes. coming convention of the vaude tal-| up by various branches of AGVA 
. ; _ it uni » be | here laiter | throug! he country between now 
Fischer is being joined shortly er . union to be held there latter | throughout the country betwe oO 
| by his assistant, Hans Lederer, who | 22? 








Atlantic City, Dec. 10. 
Niterv, amusement and hotel busi- 
ness boomed this week as 20,000 
delegates to the National Automo- 
tive Service Industries Show avr- 
rived here for their convention 
hich continues through Decembe! 





McHugh sails for America soon on | ‘Folies” unit will tour vaude thea- 
the Queen Elizabeth and_ takes 
Evans with him to introduce him to 
the MCA heads in U. S. 





} 
st McHugh, Jr. and routine the line in this country. 


of next month or sometime in| and convention date, with list of 




















| ¢ ’ | February nominees to b submitted to the 
14 | flew to Lisbon, Monday (9) and will! Februa ) Ne fat ypeni 
. “1 , 4 ties membersh delegates 1 oOpeni 
With postponement of the coal P R § | look over the showbiz scene in| AGVA having regained its auton- at ; ~ ee , rn I 1 ; 
; . : | hj |p oe a . } , 4 se Dice lz if conve on, when its hoped to 
ike coming Saturday, the bright roser everses tance | Portugal and Spain before coming| omy and | independence from |} G4 ‘ oa c “ye . a a 
} - } ce clat ar nr) “4 r ’ } 
lights of the various amusement | ° - into France. Lederer has been com- Associated Actors and Artistes of | eT ¢ sia e pect a uomit . - 
ees 1 4 e : oe iia , i aces membersh vote. Members unabdl 
places went on once more and bet- | In Booking Raye & Naldi miss oned to sign acts for the Ring- America, pare! t of all talent unions, } ee p ae nd ; 
ter still, a number of trains into ling Bros., Barnura & Bailey circus.! two weeks ago, it is setting the con- (Continued on page 40) 
scort +o be withdrawn on Mon T T C 
e €sort to c uaa < Dp p Ra r ee Ce + ————_——_——_——— —_——— 
dav (9) rolled on schedule, Many 0 0 0 a, sali ow 
of the delegates flew in from Phila- | Copacabana, N. Y will use its 
delphia as train schedules were cur- | first expensive dance team in many 


tailed earlier. | months with the booking of Raye 


ls . : : 
Coming in by plane was Miss and Naldi on the Jan. 3 show with 3 
America, 1946, Marilyn Buford, of | Sid Caesar, comic of the film edi- 
Holly wood, and Miss Canada, Miss aoe of “Tars and Spars. It’s been A 
. the 


Marion Saver, of Toronto, who ar- _Copa’s policy to eschew ‘acts 
rived Sunday (8). Miss Louisiana, | COSUng more than $350 when a top- 


Marguerite McClelland, of New Or- budget headliner is on the show. 
leans, also joined them. All are However, the Raye and Naldi 

Copyright 19 5—Ng. 183241 

By DAVID §. STERN 


feature attractions at the NASIS in| booking may be only a temporary 


e auditorium this week | reversal of policy inasmuch as 
Caesar was bought by Proser fo: 
considerably less than he isually 

° . ties ‘ call 

Reinhardt s Cafe Date | pays for topliners. Gayle Robbins 


Django Reinhardt, French guitarist | also set for that layout. 
recently imported by the William] Proser, during his recent trip to 
Morris agency, has been signed for | the Coast, also signed Tony Martin 
Cafe Society Uptown, Ms ee Starting to open March 3. It's the 
Dec. 16. first N. Y. nitery date. 
Reinhardt, who has been making 
a concert tour with the Duke Elling- 


ton pe hiot Club of France, "| ROMANY ROOM, WASH., 
—————== | PREPS TO DROP SHOWS 


Romany room, Washington, is pre- 
MIRIAM paring to drop shows after Jan. 30 


singers 














4 


and operate as a straight eatery. 
According to talent agencies in New 
York with which Paul Young, room's 
operator, conferred, he’s yanking the 


shows because of the hazy outlook | 
of nitery business generally. 

Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin are 
| heading current layout, which will | 
be the last for some time. 
| } 
| eps | 


Rosen Aligns With Lyons 
Agcy. in Interchange Deal | 


Maity Rosen, indie agent, has 
affected a consolidation with the 
| A. & S. Lyons agency which be- 
comes effective next week. While 
. * Rosen moves his staff into the Lyons 
office, his agency will not be ab- 
sorbed. He'll continue to control his 
@| own list as well as represent the 
Lyons acts ‘for personal appearance 
| work in vaude and cafes. The Lyons 
forces will take care of Rosen’s 
talent for films and radio. 


Dave Jonas, assistant to Rosen, 
will continue in the same capacity. 
Consolidation move has been in 
the works for sometime. It’s seen as 
stemming from Lyons’ recognition 
Se it of the increasing importance of the 
7 ' personal appearance field. In fact, 
“BALLERINA many consider that it’s an about face 
for the Lyons agency inasmuch as 

MAGIC’’ « the N. Y. office, some years AO, | 
pruned its list of vaude and cafe } 

WALTER WINCHELL acts. Since then, they’ve paid no 
ANNOUNCING attention to that end of the business, 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT Revival of this activity indicates 

FREDERICK BROS. that theyll send many of their film 
and radio stars on p.a. tours and 
will seek to develop top talent from 
the vaude. 

The consolidation is not a merger 
ner an absorption of the Rosen office 
into Lyons, inasmuch as they'll re- 
tain their separate entities, and 
Rosen will operate his own sector. 
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Refugee Groups Ask Ban 


On Spanish Troupe in Mex 
HELENE and HOWARD Mexico City, Dee. 5. 
‘Comedy Dance Antics’ Spanish Republican refugee or- 
WEEK DEC, 13—HELD OVER ganizations have asked the Ministry e 
GLEN'S RENDEZVOUS of the Interior to ban entry to Mex- 
CINCINNATI ico of the Spanish musical comedy 4 a Lin O re 


Dir.: MATT¥Y ROSEN troupe, headed by Moreno Torroba, 
<— due here soon for a_ three-week 














—————————— booking at the Teatro Arbeu. 
mee RADIO'S MOST Troupers are Falangists, it’s con- WEEK D 

VERSATILE tended, and inimical to Mexican de- ecem er -_ 
ENTERTAINER |}| ™oOcracy. J 


thanks to MICKEY ALDRICH, IZZY RAPPAPORT, TED CLAIRE 








La SM ty SERA 


es 
ARTHUR Wanger’s Chorine Agency 


* Opening of a _ central casting 

agency to mould lines for cafes, 
\ vaude units and legit, is being 
lasier of Ceremony of the 


MARCH OF DIMES’ DRIVE | planned by Wally Wanger, producer 
Federal Government Division jof the lines at the Latin Quarter, 


| DAVID S. STERN, Management 
2 »N. Y., and Palm Island, Fla. Wanger 

Also Broadcasting His Comedy | plans to operate so that chorus gals 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 

| 

| 





: enemas A A uaieita hs serena 































MPersonations on the Air for pay no commission with ‘his cut 

GIBBONS ALE coming from the line buyers. Ci. 6-0050 
National Concert Artists Corp. Outfit will be the first booking of- 
‘fice exclusively for chorines. 


Dir.: 
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Rose Renews Diamond Horseshoe, 


NY. Lease for 5 Yrs. at $55,000 Rental 


Landlord difficulties of the Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, N. Y., were settled 
last week when Billy Rose. spots 
boniface, signed a new five yeai 
lease for the spot in the Paramount 
hotel calling for $55,000 annual rei 
ta New agreement alls fo 1 five 
Y?@al lease ind a five yea ODLLO 
period 

Rose originalfly leased the roon 
when realty values were low and 
was able to get rental at $18.000 
New price is in keeping with the 
prevailing rate for most large mid- 


town niteries. Carnival, located ) 
the Capitol hotel, also pays $55,000 

New lease ends an extended pe- 
riod of negotiations which started 


early this vear when Jules Epstein, 


Chicago hotel man, took over the 

Paramount hotel. Epstein  subse- 

quently sought to renegotiate a new 

lease and during several points in 

the deal, it was thought that Rose 

would have to move and Ralph 
operator of 


Bei Be 


the Latin Quar- 
Chicago, 


ici would come 
New lease ends all speculation on 
the Diamond Horseshoe. 











STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Currently LAST FRONTIER 
LAS VEGAS 


DIK.: MATTY ROSEN 

















MAEMO FROM MIAMI: 
“BUDDY LEWIS is a master, 


and we do mean a master of 

mimicry. WE'VE SEEN NO 
7 

BETTER. GEORGE BOURKE 


MIAMI HERALD (Nov. 30) 
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got 
i} claimed that 
| tlons 


+ 20 


| ASSIStS 


| old 





George Burns 


reminisces when the 
‘Virginia Judge kelly 
Ruled” 


” * * 


an editorial feature 


of the forthcoming 
41st 


{nniversary VNamber 


of 


VARIETY 











Sinatra Not Scramming 
Waldorf, N. Y., Date 
Despite Airshow Report 


on the Walter Winchell 
that Frank Sinatra wouid 
scram the Wedgwood f the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel 
contract expiration, Dec. 19, created 
a bit of excitement at the Park 
avenue hostel. Shortly after report 
was heard over the air, management 
in touch with Sinatra, who 
he had no such inten- 


Report 
airshow 
roon 0 


before his 


Dex 
this 
is 


V ill pe succeeded or 
full show, first time 


the Wedgwood roon 


Sinatra 
by a 


year that 


{ . . " . ; 
| going in for multiple acts on its dis- 


of 


layout 


play 


Aven 


Pat O'Malley, “Park 
will top the with 
from Jane Deering and Har- 
Lang, ballet team from “Three 
to Make Ready.” John Molinari, ac- 


ue,” 


| cordionist, completes the lineup. 





Ethel Waters Into Zanzibar 

Ethel Waters is going into the 
Zanzibar, N. Y., Friday (13) to take 
tie place of June Richmond 
has a cOmmitment at the Plantation 
club, St. Louis. 

Miss Waters’ 
weeks. 


deal is for three 






















ties." 


colleagues. 
yourself today. 


found! 


The Book Everybody in Show Biz 
Is Talking About 


JOEY 
ADAMS’ 


x ‘ ‘ 

“FROM GAGS TO RICHES” 

Of course you've heerd of Joey Adams’ hilarious expose of the enter- 
tainment world’s private private life! Louis Sobol says it "just brims over 
with snappy anecdota and jestful observations about Broadway personali- 
Earl Wilson has gone “all out" in its praise. 
Shor, Frank Sinatra, Gypsy Rose Lee, and hundreds of others everywhere, 
are recommending that their friends buy it by the gross as the year's 
most unusual Christmas gift for show biz people! 

lf you haven't read it yet, you're in for a treat! 
to laugh, to roar, to roll over in the aisle at the struggles, the feuds, the 
intimate yarns, the behind-the-scenes stories of your own friends and 
Chances are you're mentioned in it too. 
Get a dozen for your best friends. 
any enemies, be sure each gets a copy too. 
of saying ‘Merry Christmas” that Broadway and Hollywood have ever 


Hilarious Fun-Fest 


LaGuardia, Toots 


Here's your chance 


Get a copy for 
And if you have 
It's the most unusual way 





OkKa». 
surance, 


Or Use the Coupon 
fer immediate DBe- 
livery. 


cepy 
from you. 


i. A 





At All Booksellers. NAME 
e ADDRESs 
cry 
If yeu will 


doeyv, 
so send me... 
TO RICTIES at $2.50 each. 
for the correct amoupt. 


r 
$ | JOEY ADAMS, 
Frederick Pell, 
| 386 lourth Avenue, New York 16, N. ¥ 
i. a 


te each with a personalized Christmas card 


send 
and the correct 


tIne., Book Publishers, Dept. V. 
I'm taking out some laugh in- 
.. copies of FROM GAGS 


Enclosed ix my check 


eR — 


Florida Nitery Angling 


‘Gracie Fields for Feb. Date 


pom 


Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fla., 
negotiating for Grace Fields for 
show following run of Joe E. Lewis, 
who opens Jan. 16. Miss Fields is 
currently subbing for the ailing 
Hildegarde at the Persian room of 


the Plaza hotel, N. Y.. and is slated 
into the Roxy theatre, 


the theatre’s next show. 


! y 
Lo go 


ith 


Coal Truce Brightens 
New Year’s Eve Nitery 
Stance; Last Big Kill? 


Saturday's (8) sudden end of the 
coal strike and subsequent repeal 
f the emergency limout have 


brightened bonifaces’ outlooks to the 
have posted New 


Having been 


where mans 


Year's eve price scales 


is | 


N, 24 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| fearful that the bleak looking Stem 
and travel restrictions would keep | 
many from celebrating the annum’s 
nding in a big way, cafe owners 
have been holding up the posting | 
of tariffs ior the big ight. Seales 
generally, are the same as last yveat 
Even before John L. Lewis pulled 
the blitz. club owners had been fear 
ful of showing their scales, prefer- 
ring to wait until they saw what the 


competition was doing 
Prices up to $20 for ringside tables 


in many spots indicates that the 
operators are out to make the most 
out of what may be the last big yeal 


with a semblance of wartime spend- 


ing. They're hoping that many who 
have been kept away by economic 
|fears and uncertain outlook will 


who } 





loosen up sufficiently to spend the 
big night in a cafe eve! that 
evening only 

Many still feel that there’s nothing 
essentially wrong wit! 
inasmuch as there’s little unemploy- 


tO. 


the economy 


ment and wages are the highest in 
history. It’s the return of consume 
rationalization and a= prevailing 


general levelling off period that’s 
causing the recession, it’s claimed 
Spots like the Carnival. Embassy 
and the Riviera are going afte 
$20 minimum, depending upon loca- 
tion. The majority of 
however, are advertising a $15 scale 
(plus $3.50 amusement tax). The 
Wedgwood and Sert rooms of the 


class 


the Plaza. Both these hotels are 
opening lesser rooms with lower fees 
for that evening. The low at 
Lucius Boomer hostel will be $5, 
while the Oak room of the Plaza 
will operate at a $2 couvert. and 
the Palm Court will have a $1.25 
minimum. 

The Astor hotel is opening up the 
Grand ballroom where payees can get 
away with a $9 plus tax tab. The 
Monte Carlo is enticing trade with 








—_— oer 


eee seee 


. ZONE.... STATE....... 


us the names of your friends 
amount, we'll be able to maii a 





a 





possibility of a $15 per person bill 


and the Greenwich Village Inn is! 
advertising a $15 evening. 
Reservations, so far, are undet 


those of last year, which incidentally 


was one of the best years in.history. | 


Notable fact, far, the lack 
of underselling. Two years ago, and 


so is 


to some extent the year before, 
bonifaces urged that prospective 
patronage stay away trom cafe 
unless they had reservations. There 
will be no such thing this yveai 


Variety Acts Hissed Back 
To Moscow by ‘Sticks’ 


[Special to The New 
MOSCOW, Dec 7—The — sad} 
plight of a vaudeville troupe that 
not only did not wow them in 
Veliki Luki but furthermore was 


sent back to Moscow after the third 
act was the subject of lively com- 
ment in Moscow today. 

The troupe was the Moscow 
Oblast [region] Philharmonic En- 
semble, an imposing title for the 
group of variety artists whose lines, 
songs and dances were criticized in 
the newspaper Trud. 





Waldorf-Astoria hotel is advertising | 
that scale, as is the Persian room of | 


a | 


spots, | 
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| vacashing on the Coast, sent 





““Nitery History 
Repeats Itself’ 
By Sophie Tucker 


compares post-World War | and 
now in cafe circles 


* * * 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


fist Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 
McGIVNEY PACTED FOR 











_ MURRAY’S ‘BLACKOUTS’ 


Owen McGivney, British protean 
actor, who had been a topliner in 
U. S. vaude as well, has come out of 


retirement and currently on the 
Coast, having been pacted by Ken 
Murray for new edition of the lat- 
ter’s “Blackouts” at the El Capitan 


theatre, Los Angeles 

McGivney will do this former act 
and incorporate “The Wager” 
as an afterpiece for the show. 


also 


AGVA Ups Nerret 


Fred Nerret, currently northwest 
ern regional director for American 
Guild Variety Artists, has been 
upped to post of coordinator in the 


of 


national office of AGVA in New 
York, assuming post next week. 

Promotion was made by Matt 
Shelvey, national head of AGVA. 


New duties will place him in charge 


of certain field territory for which 
he'll handle trouble shooting and 
adjustments He'll work directly 
under Shelvey 
Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway P 
Saranac Lake, Dec 40. 
“We The Patients” of the Will 
Rogers thrilled over the salute given 
them by Joe Laurie, Jr.. via the 
“Can You Top This” program last 
week 


Robert Goldstein elated over sur- 
prise visit from wife, Herbert Wein- 
raub and the Raymond Fertigs 

Birthday greetings are in orde1 
for Helen Phelps, James Wotton, 
Edna Hagan, Laura Sloan and Wal- 
ter Hoban, all at the Rogers 

Lorretta Munger motored in from 


Albany to visit James Wotton, who 
is doing nicely. 
Helen LeClaire Carlson, former 


songstress, plenty happy over good 


| clinic reports. 


Happy Connelly planed in to bed- 


side his son, Robert (IATSE) Con- 
nelly, who is flashing good clinic 
renort. 

William Larner, Jr., given fur- 


lough to visit friends in N. Y : 
Bert Jeter, who cured here and 
Helen 


| Carlson and the gang greetings and 


| good 


wishes. 

Louise Barnes. who is doing 
strictly bed routine. recently 
minor setback and has been 
for picture shows. 

Edna Hagan, who recently under- 


a 
beat 
upped 


went minor operation, back at the 
Rogers 
Write to those who are ill. 





| Shelvey Planes 


Continued from page 45 








to attend convention will have ab- 
sentee vote privileges. 
Shelvey’s trek to Chi is merely to 


lay the ground work for the confab, 


| with Chi branch taking over details 


from there and Shelvey returning to 
New York latter part of this week. 
He will clean up some other im- 
portant matters in the national of- 


| fice of AGVA between now and Jan. 


| 1, after which he will take a month's 


hiatus at instigation of his medico 
and then figures going direct to the 


' 
| Chi convention. During his absence 


|} Dave Fox, 


R. Nadyezhdin, couching his words | 


in the style of Cato discussing his | 


Carthaginian neighbors, declared 
|that many variety artists of the 
Philharmonic “have not learned a 


new line or a new song nor pre- 
_pared a single new dance” in recent 
years, 

Like many an American theatre- 
goer, Mr. Nadyezhdin is fed up with 
rhumbas, which he said were “ex- 
| comes practically exclusively” by 
the troupe. 

He also likes his art clean. He 
' remarked that the miniature theatre 
of the Philharmonic recently staged 
shows that were nearly 100 per cent 
concerned with marital infidelity, 
“and its present shows are not much 

















better.” 
(From the N. Y. Times.) 





head of union’s N. Y. 
local, will double as acting rational 
administrator. 





| Lyman 


Kent Reelected 
Prexy of ARA 


Artists Representatives Assn. for 
the first time since its formation in 
1940 has elected Chicago indie agents 
as officers of the group. ARA in iis 
election meeting last week. 
E. Goss, Jr., as third 


named 


veepee 


|of the organization and elected Sid- 


| 


i} the 








ney J. Page to the board 


Goss, partner 
agency 
Entertainment 
Chicago. EMA 
negotiations 
part of ARA 
Rest of the officers were re-elected. 
William Kent, ARA’s president since 
its inception was handed the top 
post; Nat Lefkowitz, William Morris 
agency treasurer, Art Weems of 
General! Artists Corp., and Goss were 
named veepees: John F. Dugan, of 
Music Corp. of America, secretary, 
and Nat Kalcheim of William Morris, 
treasurer. Kalcheim and Goss were 
nominated by petition, and yv 
not the original slate set up 
ARA nominating committee 


in the Riley 
president of the 
Managers Assn. of 
recently concluded 
make that group 


and 


Goss is 


to 


ere 


on by 
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BOB 
BROMLEY 


in 8th Month 





Now 
at the 
LONDON PALLADIUM 


in Val Parnell's 


hit, ‘High Time’, 


Chosen to appear before 


The King and Queen 


at the Royal Command 


Performance 
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NEW TALENT WANTED 


Professional Engagements for 
Contest VAnners. 
Auditions Nightly—Finals Sunday. 
OLD KNICKERBOCKER MUSIC HALL 


54th St. and 2nd Ave., New Yerk 
Preliminary’ Interviews 4 te 6 P.M. 














MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


VILLAGE VANGUARD 


NEW YORK 


NOW 
(indefinitely ) 
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ae you very much, Billy 
jackie gleadon 


Direction—WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
. 
Personal Management 


WILL WEBER—ANTHONY PHILLIPS 
48 West 48th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
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Night Club Reviews 


a slim 


**Those Capone Days 
in Dixie” 


Chicago Herald-Examiner Column- | | 
ist loops the Loop with his gal who 
is strictly from Dixie 


By Nate Gross 


an editorial feature of 


—_—a— 9 
VARIETY § 
Forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 








nd + “or 4 , (‘yy * 
jancers. Kitty Crawford, 
Bowman Room, N.Y. | sosodlooker, handles the vocals in | 
(HOTEL BILTMORE, N. Y.) deadpan but ttherwise competent | 
, » 97%) h K tf? 
Ted Straeter Orcit (13), wit !| ¢ashion. 
Grawtord Loreite;: $1 cover weerk- Lorette spells the band nicely at | 
days, $2 Sundays her organ, followin: through on the 
' : motif with pops and semi-classics. 
Disregarding the anticipated pre-) Np simmick is pulled by having | 
‘hristmas lull, the Hotel Biltmore s ‘+r sit in on the last few bars of | 
ywman Room reopened last Thu ~ach round the band plays and then | 
Jay (5) night for the first time since | ,ick up from there as the musicians 
! ke R om } she ‘ ‘ Stal 
the recent nu icians’ strike R ; ' » stand 
ye - including aqua 
with its lecor, incl 
l . 1) } : > ’ 
cere qs ap epee tees Borne ia Conga, N. Y. 
pie or vl ay ae ge ' ( D'Iear. Carlos & I la ! 
— retre D'I 
-andelabra rie a chi l I He = ' . “me 
fron the yedestrian-crowadea : ! j 
> ( { y ? 
ries and sho in't have any trouble D2 .d 
recapturing its upper-middle iss en sie te 
Seaton: i j ated at Via atta that nix a ew 4 - il 
Mainta y as sop 11st — one on ee papers , th-af.the-borde 
> om \ \ ! 
> iret oo al tead Ia Conga s Sticking to a 
} , s inste: Li 5 : 
offers » show, provic he Met sees t Latin repertoire. New show, 
sntertainme > roth red 1e] ‘ nov 
for enter “Ted ‘St the — . rch, | for instance, comprises singer Chito 
» Ted . ‘te ‘ his orcn LO! : 
ypdies of Ted Straete! ant u i D’'Izat terpers Carlos and Linda 
with organ interludes by Lorette. in ar, ee ao same: 
> } » renner: theme ana = Liamence an l lé ent 
keeping with the ge neral ao se quez (all New Acts), with D’Iza1 
Straeter combo, with four strings ! i} gh 
f i . ¢ i two /|the only one deferring to the non- 
four reed, three brass anda tw 


wee til in the audience by spreading 

S »sse 1e so-called sweet Latins In i 
ee ae 1 few Englist. lyrics in with fis 
Spanish numbers 
New show is comparatively short 


rhythn 
tunes to the almost total exclusion 
of jive. Smphasis is also laid on 
oldies, which are mixed freely with 


‘urrent pops and rhumba numbers running slightly more a a 

Band sticks to straight dansapa- utes wnel! caugi (2 ace¢ ; l 
tior juring the dinner hours but Pup1 Cal TE De mat e é cet E. 
gets a little livelier after the ligh a os ng ": Me f Benhng ms 
are dimmed and gives out with an | Piause fron the ret Ne he _ 
entertaining show for -the supper Arthur Murray's rhumba_ schools, 


>} art f 
—— who make up the great part o 
- the audience. Smooth Latin dansapa- 


| tion is provide.t by Machito and his 
lorch (11), with the maestro filling 
in capably on the vocalistics. Stal 
Copacabana. Miami 
Miami Beach, Dec. 7. 
| “A Night At The Copa” with Jan 
| Murray, Carlos Ramirez, Paul Haa- 
|kon, Marvis Mims, Ralph Young, The 
| Blentones (4), Line (7), Dave Ty- 
ller’s Orch (10), Freddie D’Alonso | 
| Orch (10), Henrietta Cameron; 
| lstaged by Benny Davis; chore ography | 
Ph AIA | the Copacabana’s earliest preem in 
years augurs another sock season 
a H £ i R BALLROOMOLOGY is for the SW ank boite, judg ing trom 
OUT OF THE TOP DRAWER...])| the mobs which stormed the place 
THEY BROUGHT DOWN THE}! carly and late 











|by June Taylor; costumes by Jac|{ 
| Lewis and Mahieu; original musec 
| and lyrics by Davis; Min. $4-$5 | 


Probably the only one of the top 
cafes to make any profit last season, 


" | Jan Murray seems to be a lucky 

HOUSE... PP vere agg tg Pe pe E cana 
LARY, Vari piece for the big room. He preem«e 

» Vertety. lthe spot last“year in a show that 


“HAD TO ENCORE AGAIN AND | sent the boite off to heavy BrOsSeS 
AGAIN . ALL THEIR DANCES | | 


—EARL WILSON, N. Y. Post. for his familiar routines. Opening 
night’s noisy crowd, however, pro- 
“EMBASSY, WN. Y.: JF PALM 


vided him a sprinkling of hecklers, 

POUNDING AND TABLES FULL OF || with a resultant ad lib sesh that had 

THE CHI-CH!I SET WHO ROLL UP —_ ——, e i ilies 

epartin rom his se ou 

0 —. ae as aan etal ae to work on the bosses, 
the waiters, the band, the legendary 

PELLA AND PATRICIA, DANCE Kilroy and the ringsiders. He had 

TEAM, SHOULD MEAN A HYPO [2 yelling all the way. 

IN BUSINESS.” 


Carlos Ramirez is one of the best 
—BILL SMITH, Billboard. 


male singing acts to play this town 
in years. Purveying that well-round- | 
Held Over for 
4 More Weeks 


ed baritone in an amiable manner 
he had them pounding for more aft- 


er each number. Blends “Magic In 

The Moonlight,” “Ricapulpa,” “Gra- 

nada” and “Begin The Beguine” for 

Thanks to BILL MILLER son, all of it fast moving and in good 
And BILLY FICKS taste. There’s a definite improve- 
ment in the dance department, 


top returns, then puts aside the 
though he doesn’t neglect the songs. 


mike for a rendition of “Figaro” for 
solid hit. 

Production-wise. Benny Davis has 
utilized the same format of last sea- 
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AGENCY | 


‘GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 460 $1. N.Y.C. + BRyant 9-7800 
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| dancing 


| upper-priced cafes, 


The tall, gangling gagster has a defi- | 
nite following hereabouts, evidenced | 


ARE DARING.” by the manner in which they yelled | 





Combination of Ralph Young (New 
Acts) and June Taylor line, Paul 
Haakon and Marvis Mims adds up 
to class showmanship Haakon, 
though used in too many production 
numbers, rated a thunderous recep 
tion with his ballet spins and leaps. 
He adds plenty class to the setup 
Marvis Mims, a trim looker, clicks 
with her spin taps, while the Blen 
tones color the background numbers 
with some fine harmonizing. Stand 
out among production numbers is 
the nostalgic cavalcade of Davts hits 
vith “Margie” the topper. June Tay 
lors imaginative and intelligent 
choreography’ gets full value from 
the Haakon, Mavis and line talents 
The costuming by Jac Lewis and 
Mahieu is nifty and in good taste 
Davis has given the show some 
smart songs with “A Night At The 
Copa” and the satirical “It’s Won- 
derful Here” toppers. Dave Tylet 
rates a bow for the manner in which 
he cuts show. Freddie D’Aronso and 
his rumbaddicts get them on the 
floor in goodly numbers for the 
while Henrietta Cameron 
handles organ nicely in the lounge 
Lary 


leeland. N. Y¥. 


Margie Lee, Lew Folds, Teddy & 
Jenny Irene Carroll, Jimmy Jewell, 
Rusty Freckles’ Cracker-Jacks (3), 
Mansfield Lane Orch (6) Line (6): 
$2 minimum 


Despite the sharp slump in busi- 
ness in the nitery belt among the 
popular-priced 
eateries such as Iceland and Zim- 
merman’s still find themselves in 
good shape. Buoying up the take at 
these spots is the fact that patrons, 
with plebian pocketbooks find a full- 
sized entertainment bargain thrown 
in with their meal tab. 

Standout example of a terrific 
OPA-less bargain is the 
hour-long ice show at Iceland in 
addition to this smorgasborderie’s 
feature of eat-all-you-want for the 
$2 minimum. Production, which is 
limited by the 20-foxt square rink, 
|is fast, varied, eye-filling, with a 
| big splash of low comedy to garner 
| plenty of yaks from the customers. 
Small combo led by Mansfield Lane 
backs up the show nicely and also 
furnishes the music for dancing. 


After a short ballet prelude by a 
line of six nicely-costumed gal 
skaters, Margie Lee, the show’s star, 
is splotlighted in a series of fancy 
twists and twirls to the music of 


Lee, a stunning looker besides flash- | 
ing some expert skatorial technique, 
also registers solidly in her second 
number, “Park Avenue Fantasy.” 
Line of six girls, whose routines 
need some additional polishing, are 
featured in a couple of nicely staged 
production numbers. 

Lou Fold’s juggling stint on ice 
is a well-paced, cleverly handled act 


goes through a juggling routine with 
tambourines, ten pins and dinner 
plates, all of which items he carries 


black cape. Earns nice applause. 
Difficult acrobatic stunts are execut- 
ed by the ice adagio team of Teddy 





shaves pretty close to the vests 
of the front seaters. 


by Irene Carroll, who sopranos “I 
Adore You,” and “Someday I’ll Hold 
You,” and Jimmy Jewell, who shows 





off a good set of baritone pipes in 


“Still of the Night.” Rusty Freckles 


and his Cracker-jacks, regular house | 


comics, stir up the customer's risi- 
| bilities with their zany antics and 
wind up the show on a strong comic 
upbeat. 

John Brett, who’s responsible for 
most of the ice shows at the 


| swankier spots, directed the chore- 


ography. Herm. 


Diamond H'shoe. Ne We 


(FOLLOWUP) 

A Broadway comic is something 
| that’s rarely been seen in Billy Rose’s 
bistro. It's a new experience for the 
patronage, and quite possibly to Rose 
himself, who's liable to be confront- 
ed with a multitude of problems re- 
sulting from the booking of Jackie 


Gleason. 


The literary boniface will have to 
jecide whether he wants to continue | 


= | with the family trade or whether he | 
. can afford to abandon it. 


It’s not} 


current | 


Debussy’s “Clair De Lune.” Miss | * 


that looks like it would be tough ! 
enough even if done on dry terra | 
firma. While skating around, Folds | 


with him concealed behind a long, | 


and Jenny in a brisk turn that | 


Vocalizing is handled in okay style | 





Frolics, Miami, Installs 


Youngman, Tapps Set For 
ew Latin Quarter § 
Burlesquers for Floorshow Quarter Show 
What is believed to be the first | "&W 


Henny Youngman is heading the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y.,. show 
bigtime burlesque operation in a | Starting Dec. 22. Bill will include 
cafe, opened last week on”the site of | George Tapps, Dick Buckley, Arnaut 
the Frolics club, Miami, where | Bros. Four Craddocks who aresved 
Margie Hart is headlining a strip | today (Wed.) on the Ile de Fran 
layout. Frolics was formerly a cafe | Frances and Grey, Chic Gladke pe 
with a spacious dancefloor, and was | Gale Bennett. 
a heavy user of name bands, Layout succeeds run of Ted Lewis 
This year, the Frolics is showing | who opens Jan. 16 at the Latin Quar- 
the type fare that made Minsky a | ter, Chicago 
national figure Comedy is headed Sophie Tucker is slated to come 
by Eddie “Nut” Kaplan and using | into the Latin Quarter in April 





1o1 
the w.k. skits and blackouts preva-|a 12 week run 
lent in the pre-LaGuardia era 

Operation is said to cost $10,000 | 

weekly with Miss Hart getting a re- | Mild ed B f y T gg d 
ported $1.750. In back of the project I r al . a e 
Art Lewis, a Virginia Beach, | ago, Dec. 10 
yperator, There’s an admission price Cy Silvers, op’ rator of the Stork 


of $1 permitting the customers to sit | Club, Council Bluffs, Iowa, has filed 
at the tables with food and drinks|a claim against Mildred Bailey, 
extra | songstress fo alleged breach of 


contract by walking out of a two- 
week contract at the nitery, claiming 
AGVA RAPS HORNER illness 
Action filed with American Guild 
AGENCY FOR PONY DATE of Variety Artists stated songstress 
said she was ill Nov. 8 and could 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. not continue However, even afte 
American Guild of Variety Artists| AGVA advised her to have physical 


has ordered the Lottie Hornet agen examination she refused Salary 
y p on carpet for hearing tomor-| for two weeks was $3.000 
row (Wed.) at which booker will be Silvers has requested talent 


charged with spotting line of six} union to penalize her for the breach 
girls into El Rancho nitery, Las Ve-| and that he be 
gas, Nev., for three-week date, work- | songstress fo1 
ing them full weeks at $75 per. contract 

Union rule strictly forbids chorines AGVA is investigating 
working seven days a week, regard- 
AGVA's beef against | 
Horner agency is that union was 
queried before girls were booked, 
and answer given Horner was that 
only consideration under which per- 
formers could work full week was 
change of classification from chorines 
to principals, with each to get $200 
per week 


reimbursed — by 
ammount stipulated in 


matte 





COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 


Nos. | thru 20 @ $1.00 each 
BURL IVES’ VAUDERS | (Nos. 21 thru 25 Ready Soon) 


Burl Ives, ballad singer, has been || "BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 


booked for his first major vaude 3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol. or 
date at the Chicago theatre, Chicago, $50.00 for 3 Vols. j 
for four weeks starting Christmas 


Day P . “BOOK OF PARODIES" 


10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
Nalaaden 6 on hase “HOW TO MASTER 
Kelly Oo go on since CUleasons Why es 
disguised risgaieties aren't conducive THE CEREMONIES 


to repeat family audiences, despite (Hew to Ke an Emcee) 
the fact that he gets vocks from the $3.00 Per Copy 


provincials. No €.0.D 08 on any material! If ea 
ideally suited for the mature Visitors, | route, also send permanent address. 


i but itll be embarrassing to those | PAULA SMITH 
ithat treat the whole family The 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


Horseshoe, hitherto, has been one of 
| the occasional cafes where oldsters 
|felt it was safe to take the young 
|daughter along—and with Gleason’s 
| booking goes another Broadway tra- 
| dition. 

| Rose, incidentally, broke tradition 
| with himself with his current lay- 
}out, “Venus on the Half Shell,” in- 
jasmuch as he ceased being a collec- 
jtor of arg hy | memorabilia. It’s 
jone of the few times he’s eschewed 
| 


less of salary 





Gleason's humor is 

















Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

*% Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive = ina 
Showbiz! 

*® 1947 Catalog FREE! 

*% Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. I. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8%-6965 


the greats of another era in favor 
of current standards. 

He’s had quite a time marking stet 
to his current show as trouble de- | 

veloped shortly after the opening | 
when Frank Libuse walked out, and 
the Borrah Minevitch Harmonica 
Rascals had to leave to fill other 
commitments. Show as it now stands 
has Herman Hyde, Hal Hunter, Billy 
Banks, Tables Davis, Renald and 
Rudy, Rosebuds, Turner Twins and 
|the John Murray Anderson girls and 
| production. Jose. 
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New 


RENE PAUL 
Sense 
11 Mins. 
Copacabana, N.Y. sc tee ie 

Rene Paul (ne Pittier), Swiss sing- 
ing import, making his American 
debut at the Monte Proser bistro, 
has that Continental charm that sells 
in the U. S. He's a distinguished 
looking gent—young, tall and with 
prematurely gray hair that should 
give him a_ head _ start with the 
femme trade 

At times, he achieves a 
singing quality with his ballads but, 


unfortunately, the heights he reaches 


erent sustained He apparently | 
knows what he wants to do and has | 
a fair idea of how to go about it, 


put whether it’s inexperience or un- 
familiarity of working before Amer}l- 
audiences that’s handicapping 
him, can’t be determined at the mo- 
ment. He would probably have 
preemed in this important 
better advantage after a round of 
minor bistros and/or theatres. 

His tune selections are fairly good, 
starting out with a Gallic translation 
of “Garden in the Rain,” a French 
version of one of the Copa produc- 
tion numbers “In Front of All These 
Peoples,” and “Street Corner.” 
They're all melodic and well-suited 


can 


for him However, he should not 
have encored’ with “Attendrai. 
which invites comparison with Jean 


pleasant | 


spot to| 


Acts 


CARLOS & LINDA 
Dancers 

7 Mins. 

La Conga, N. Y. 

A couple of personable youngsters 
who are also good dancers, Carlos & 
Linda appear ready now for any 
booking date. Duo start off with a 
fast rhumba to which the gal adds 
plenty of action with her hip- 
wriggling, and then they segue into 
a spinning samba. 

Encore is a beguine routine set to 





“Baia,” with the terpers demon- | 
strating nice control as she spins on 
one foot while he rotates her 
Couple are graceful and light on 
their feet and draw hefty mitting 
Stal 

RALPH YOUNG 
|} Songs 
|8 Mins. 
Copacabana, Miami Beach 

Tall, good looking lad looks like 
|a bet for the swoon-croon sweep- 
| stakes, but needs more experience 


for better projection of his talents 
At present he does okay, and the 
polish will come in time. 

Held down to two numbers, he 
does a neat job in this spot. Overall 
effect is adequate at present, but 
with more experience he would be 
| ready for the smarter boites and ra 
dio Lary 


Sablon whose rendition of that tune | 


is a present day cafe classic. Jose. 


ROGER PRICE 

Comedian 

15 Mins. 

Bocage Room, Hollywood 

After four years of writing mate- 
rial for Bob Hope, Roger Price de- 
cided to take a fling at delivering 
his own stuff and the result looks 
surefire, both for niteries and radio. 
Price tried his luck on a USO-Camp 
Shows swing and met with enthusi- 
asm. but this is his first professional 
date. 

Larger, but with the 
look of Spike Jones, 
with scholarly discussion of birds 
and bees, doing imitations of both 
and revealing their habits His 
method is that of a young, slightly 
embarrassed‘ and tentative profes- 
sor. Timing and delivery of punch- 
lines is similar to a delayed buck, 
but pays off with laughs. He then 
moves to the piano and sings in a 
monotone with off-key piano accom- 
paniment. Idea that he is slightly 
unprepared again brings out laughs. 
Material for songs is narrative bal- 
lad type employed by Jim Copp and 
Dwight Fiske, although less blue 
than either. Lengthy career as radio 
gag writer, probably accounts for 
unusual cleanliness of Price’s humor 
and underlying sweet quality that 
tickles funnybone of all ages. When 
Price and his material test run a bit 
more, he will be ready for top east- 
ern spots of type similar to the Bo- 
cage. Huts. 


same elfin 
Price opens 


CHITO D'IZAR 

Singer 

10 Mins. 

La Conga, N. Y. 

Billed as a Mexican singing star, 
diminutive Chito D'Izar might be a 
real Latin from Manhattan. Making 





his N. Y. nitery bow at La Conga, 


he mixes in plenty of English lyrics 
with his repertoire of Spanish pops 
and his English is letter-perfect, with 
hardly a trace of an accent. 

Lad is a crooning baritone and 
lays the schmaltz on heavily in his 
Latin | numbers. He demonstrates 
phrasing and shading technique good 
enough to rate him a booking in any 
Latin nitery or regular vaude bill. 
Last. number, a concession to the 
Special type audiences drawn by La 
Conga, is titled “My Cuban Girl 
Friend. Carmen Cohen.” and _ his 
Yiddish verses draw plenty of yocks. 

Stal. 


SID CAESER 
Comedian 

1@ Mins. 

Chicago Theatre, Chi 

Sid Caeser, sax man with several 
large orchs, previous to making his 
first bow as a comic with the Coast 
Guard show. “Tars and Spars,” 
makes a socko professional entry in 
vaude as a solo. 

Opens with the “Tars and Spars” 
airolane bit of the double-brave 
American hero and his sky duel with 
the German ace. topved by a sock 
twist ending. Follows with Russian 
worker discussing merits of cigaret 
ene, aS against vodka with 

zeme, “Why be Irritated.” Really 
Pitches it in Russian. with American 
sides. Bows off with shy boy at his 

rst dance and then five years later. 
a is not fresh althoush the first- 
imer brings bellv laughs. 
so a was 

ence 

6 Mins, — 
7” Conga, N. Y¥. 
, rma Henriquez tees off her rou- 
— with the standard flamenco 
ro ve aus her cape around in a 
> rd ul spin. Best part of her work 
the though, when she discards 
ish — to go into a straight Span- 
chi , cance, with the heel-and-toe 
: na ‘ng and castanet manipulation 

“a ng her solid applause. 

PO adh a looker. with her toreador 
$ ” dressine the -ct well. She 


hac nly nty : 
alae of poise i 
technique. p and good erpang 








| Oscar Derby 
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not stand much chance in the final | 
| voting. 
First Shot 
This year things started when 


the Academy rules were switched so 
that indies could show their pic- 
tures privately seven times between 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 16 in order to qual- 
ify. One of the reasons given for 
switch was that David O. Selznick’s 
“Duel in the Sun” could not be 
generally released due to inability 
to get Technicolor prints in time. 
Se?znick had tentativély been fig- 
uring on showing “Duel” in the Or- 
pheum—Vogue—El Rey first run 
unit starting at Christmas. 

Samuel Goldwyn had booked his 
“Best Years of Our Lives” into the 
Four Star to start Dec. 11. Where- 
upon Donald M. Nelson, head of the 
indie producers, wrote the Academy 
pointing out that the 
him, did not appear as 
house an Academy candidate, as it 
had been playing reissues, foreign 


year. 


With the letter getting on record 
in print, Goldwyn then figured he 
would save $30,000 in premiere coin 
and cancelled the Four Star engage- 
ment. When this was done, Selznick 
started negotiations to rent the Four 
Star to show his picture under the 
new Acad plan. 

Situation created a political tur- 
moil within the Academy, with 
charges being hurled right and left 
that the Academy would be badly 
hurt in public esteem and industry 
faith should it be used as a football 
to serve the purpose of a few indus- 
try individuals. 


Old Rules Back 


Jean Hersholt, Academy president, 
who has been highly commended for 
his endeavor to keep the organiza- 
tion in an unquestionable position as 
to faith and integrity, was in Mexico 
City during all this time. Dany 
Variety editorialized on the politi- 
cal situation and when Hersholt re- 
turned he immediately called last 
Friday's special meeting, at which 
the old rules were reinstated. 

Under the old rules, a picture must 
open commercially not later than 
midnight, Dec. 31, and play at least 
seven consecutive public perform- 
ances. 

Academy is sending out between 
1,400 and 1,500 ballots for the 19th 
Annual Awards for memberships 
voting on what and who will be 
Oscared for 1946. In the past the 
Acad permitted the industry in gen- 
eral to vote on candidates but voting 
is now restricted to Acad member- 
ship. ‘ 

As a result membership has 
jumped from about 900 to approxi- 
mately 1,600. This also will cause 
pretty much of a rumpus as new 
members have come in from 
industry who previously had had 
no interest in Academy affairs. 

Cat-Skinning Method 


One major studio, which has an 
Oscar candidate, put in 22 members 
of its publicity department. All that 
was necessary was the flacks to lay 
out $6 in quarterly dues. This will 
cause another storm valve to break 
|open and what the consequences will 
‘be is hard to foresee but belief here 
| is that unless the Academy has un- 
restricted voting, as in the past, the 
value and jmportance of Oscars will 








theatre, to | 
suitable to | 


films and the like for most of past | 


the | 


Nem 
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be greatly discounted by both the 
industry and the public. 

It can be expected that the Acad- 
emy, after the Awards on March 13, 
1947, will change its nominations 
period to the late fall of the year 
so that the edge will be taken off fan 
magazines and other mags that have 
recently stepped in to make their 
annual film awards prior to the 
Academy Oscars. It will undoubted- 
| ly mean that Academy Awards will 
; be made and given prior to the 
| Christmas holidays. 
| Some by-law modifications, slated 
| for future Academy action, include 
switch that will prevent board mem- 





bers voting for themselves. They 
| will be nominated by each of the 11 
;}crafts represented in the Acad. 
| Number of representatives on the 


| board from 
tor 


producer, director, ac- 
ter branches will be re- 
; duced from three to two. There will 
be a total of 22 directors from the 11 
crafts. Each of the latter will nom- 
|inate seven and the two drawing 
highest vote will become directors. 


Toe Stuff 
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the Rockefeller family) lost $800,000 
over a half-year period in 1944 back- 
ing Ballet International. Otto H. 
Kahn, back in 1916, dropped $300,000 
on a U. S. tour of the Diaghileff Co. 
| (The Diaghileff Co., from 1909 to 
| 1928, dropped $3,000,000 in European 
| activity, with the Russian govern- 
ment supplying part.) 
Miss Chase put In about 
into the Mordkin Balle in 1938 and 
1939. (Ballet Theatre grew out of 
Mordkin Ballet in late '39). In the 
1940 (first) season, Miss Chase 
poured $400,000 into Ballet Theatre. 
She contributed $200,000 in ‘41: 


$100,000 


each in °44 and '45. Present °46 sea- 
son (ending next May) may cost 
her $250,000. The six-week stay at 
the Broadway theatre, N. Y., 
her $60,000 in deficits and 


pany also lost about $60,000 since it 
went on tour. 

To return to the income tax case, 
Judge Harlan upheld Miss Chase's 
| deductions against Government op- 
position, praising Miss Chase for her 
promotion and development of bal- 
let in America. Referring to her 
“abnormal excessive enthusiasm” for 
| ballet; the judge okayed the deduc- 


| tions on Miss Chase’s “exceptionally 
joorsergye belief in the value of the 

project for which the loans were 
made,” indicating her motives 
throughout were unselfish. Court 
decision is important in that if it 
had decided egainst Miss Chase it 
would have scared off other backers 
of ballets. It's known that ballet 
isn't self-supporting; that private 
individuals contribute the sums 
needed especially to stage new pro- 
| ductions. 














Showmen Chased 


mmm, Continued from page 1 joel 


| possible, but long  hold-the-lines 
while clerks hunt up reservations 
make it appear that no matter how 
many trunks were. installed, phones 
would still give out with the busy 
signal. Another squawk is failure of 
airlines to give adequate notice when 
flights are cancelled or delayed, re- 
sulting in long and unnecessary waits 
around airports. Overseas passen- 
gers also complain that they are 
treated on the order of refugees 
from the FBI when they land in for- 
eign countries or return to the U.S. 

As one film topper pointed out last 
week, the only reason that railroads 
don't get a lot more of the high- 
grade travel is that they are slow 
and stupid about installing new 
techniques and facilities to grab 
away the grade. Only railroad that 
appears to show a progressive spirit, 
in view of laymen, is Robert Young's 
Chesapeake & Ohio. Young also 
owns Pathe Industries, which con- 
trols Eagle-Lion and PRC film out- 
fits 


ent ee 























Irene Winston 
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;}part. Una Merkel is expected to get 
ithe role in the story, which is labeled 
“Bury Me Dead” and is a mystery 
about a gal who 
funeral 


She turned to air writing 


to get new roles for herself after she | 


| pictures. 


|tired of playing in soap operas. She 
idid her initial script about six 
months ago and has since had two 


“Fighting Senator” «CBS) and four 
| “Molle Mystery” (NBC) - scripts 
aired. 


$250,000 in “42; $100,000 in °43; $50,000 | 


cost | 
$30,000 | 
more for new productions. The com- | 


attends her own | 


Miss Winston has been a bit more | 
fortunate in scripting for radio than | 








Variety Bills 
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Nemerals tf eonnection with bills below indicate opening Gav of show 
































whether full or eplit week 
Letiers in parenthesis indicate circuit. (1) Independent: (L) Leew; 
(P) Paramount; (KR) RKO; (W) Warner 
NEW YORK CITY) Mickey Rooney | Havana-Madrid Estelle Carel 
Capitel (L) 12 Connie Haines | Ranchos Sherry Britten 
Frankie Carle Ore Leonard Sues | Tato & Julia Art Wanner Ore 
sites a i oaeee, © waaay | Rossilianes Monte Carle 
ate HKres | Will Mastin | Rolando ine Ganka ry 
Flovence Hin Lowe Roxveites | Catalino Ore R : ; raeparre 
Music Hall (1) 12 HARTFORD | Carlos Varela Ore oberto 
Nonehatsnts | State (1) 13-15 | Belmont-Plaza aaa ili 
Shyret ouis Prima Ore Rad Aces Old Romusian 
Rockettes P Franks & Jar Manor & Mignon Jachte hillips 
Covel tle Ballet Bod Dupont Raye & Pedro Sadie Banks 
me Ore HOLYOKE | Rarbara Blaine Nina Dever 
Paramount (P) 11 | Valley Arena (1) 15 | Rddie Stone Ore Alice King 
Sian Kenton Or Duke Ellingts yr Nino Bd Rtobbv Harrell 
~ ne ~ le a a mings Hotel Commodore Joe La Porte Ore 
lean lurphy | The ul i} Johnny Long Orc 
| Lane Bros | (four to fill) | Hotel Dixtle Diel hep 
| Roxy (I) t1 MIAMI | Don Bestor Ore sche ea tghe 
| nce : ‘ , Ralph Funt Ore 
| Ross o & intonic | _ Olympia (P) 11 Kay Hammond Maske Madts Cle 
~ ~ S5aneee a a. lou Seiler Rogers Corner 
Dnia Ober }tard Mondor | Dean & Ray K } rc 
Tommy Trent |} Mare Ballero | Hetel New Yorker Gay we “ ore 
Stute (1) 12 | Dale Belmont | Sg > Ke Ore vay adee 
: . wed aye Ur Don Baker 
B Lane & Claire Coco Steve & Eddy | Hotel Pennsylvania ; a 
Ruth Terry NEWARK \isracie Fields ee 
KF Bartholomew i Adams (1) 12 |}Charlie Spivak Ore - oe ii 
The Rriehlavers ; Moores $; Blazers | Hotel Pierre Mattie os 
Bob Howard B Johnson Orc lt. & B Roberts Steve Richards 
Rave & Nala Rerry Bros \Chas Meader Oxo roni Palmer 
a > < ar 
Strand «(W) 13 Buiterfly McQueen «Hotel Plaza Henry LaMarr 
Vincent Lopez Ore | B Harris & Lillette Hal Kanner Ore . Ruban Bleu 
Artie) Dann | NEW BEDFORD Hotel Roosevelt Wally Blacker 
Arnaut | Baliss Sq (1) 12-18 | Guy Lombardo Orc | Muriel Gaines 
y 4 é °o re Se diokn F ] 
Janis Paige | 1.ynn Part Hotel Taft ee wneen 
HRONX | The Imre Enoch Light Ore oi 
| Windsor (1) 14-15 |S & HK Stevens Waldorf-Astoria Day Dawe Dusk 
| Doris } ve it‘ollins & Bailey Frank Sinatra ; vecqennee 
|} Bernee & Lane Co | Joe Phillips Page Cavanaugh ean Sablon 
} Hone Hros NEWBURGH Emil jiienann tee Village Bare 
Chartes Leighton Ritz (P) 17 only | Miseha Borr Ore Zeb Carver 
Beau Jenkins | Tony Pastor Bd } Ieeland Garlands 
BROOKLYN } Jonnny Morgan Ice Revue Alicia Wallace 
Flatbush (1) -14-15 | Martin Bros | Kelly’s Stable Bert Stone 
! “Ziggs Lane | Mack & Desmond | Roy Sedley Patsy Lane 
| Moke & Deke PATTERSON | Fatso Marco Jimmy Nela 
The Reddingtons Majestic (1) 12-15) Dorothy Manners Tex Fletcher 
rhe Barretts | & E Hayden Hal Hixon Village Vanguard 
(one te fill) Danny Shaw George Maran Dorothy Douglas 
QUEENS | Marrs Jolson La Conga Pete Seeger 
Jamaica (1) 11-14 | York & Pierce Chite D'lzar Don Frye 
Rey C. Davis |The Jansleys Carlos & Linda Chittison 3 
» Karles | 16-18 Irma Henriquez Wivel 
| ane or M & H Case | Machito Ore Bob Lee 
Gloria & Jerome | lee Noble | Pupi Campo Ore Gertrude Hilé 
iW nion & Diane iF Cin & FP Perroni La Martinique Jean Ainslie 
| Vi-12 ‘Marty Barrett |Vie Damone Francisco 
| Marcia Carroll B Wells & Favs Phil Foster Bruce Norman 
Jane Dulo Vivian Nickelson 
— Andrew Sis D'Rivero & Belm'te 
Irene Brooks /anaibar 
| Ernie Stuart Ore Thelma Carpenter 
| Renald and Rudy |) tatio ouarter | nonny" Bricer 
| fed Lewis Ore Ethel Waters 
Now AT Geraldine Du Bols Hot Shots 
|} Mack Triplets Nvoka 


Per. Mgt.: 


THE 


BILLY ROSE’S DIAMOND HORSESHOE 
FOR RUN OF 


EDDIE 
1501 Broadway. New York 
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Riehard Turner 

Phe Kavos 

tone to ibd 
BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (1h) 12 

J & J Brandow 

Ted Claire 

The Modernaires 

Jackie Bright 
Koyal (1) 13 

Ink Spets 


Eddie Vinson Ore 
Coke & Poke 
Dinah Washington 
Pex Leg Bates 
State (1) 12-14 
The Veronas 
Smith & Ayre 
F Cin & P Perron 
J Readine & Don 
15-18 
The Valentines 
William T Orr 
Rebertas Circus 
(one to fill) 
BOSTON 
Keiths (R) 12 
Lena Horne 
Robby Sherweod © 
kdwards Bres 
Georgie Kaye 
BOUND BROOK 
Breok (3) 14-15 
Katherine Change 
Richard Turner 
Willys Family 
Bobby Sargent 
‘one to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 13-15 
Faye & Andre 
Lynn Fader 
The Ballantines 
Steve Evans 
B Wells & 4 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (P) 12 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Pattersn & Jacks'n 
Peters Sis 
Miller Bros & Lois 
Oriental (1) 12 
Star & Garter 
COLUMBLS 
Palace (R) 12-15 


Favs 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (3) 12 


D> R 


| Leon 
Don 


F rede 
Ella 


Rar 
Ladd 


Tony 
Mack 


Les 


Pann 
Dicke 


les 


Jerry 
Mills 


Court 


R & 
The 
D & 
Paul 


A & 


Jacek 


Russ 


Joe 





Robert 
Lee Trent 


Susan 
W West & 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park 


ichardson Co 
Musical Johnstons 
Fields 


Karle 


lie 
Ma 
« 
I, 


Pa 
& 


Martin 
Paul 3 
ROCKFORD 
Palace 
Hilton 
Holmes 
Bernie I 


M 
ns 


O' Brien y 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 13 
Juvelys 
Ollie Franks 
Hi Carol & 


Mi 
Br 


M 


incisco Co 
(W) 13 
Slack Ore 
e Morse 
Estes 


yon 


PROVIDENCE 
Met'p't’n 


Andrews Sis 


«(i 
stor Ore 


Desmond 
Bros 


(I) 13 


Sis 


& Jenn 
Junn 
errysiman 
Sis 


& O'Day 


Ross 
ann 


os 


SPRINGFIELD 
Sq G) 
S & 


12-15 
White 


Norman 


Oakies 


I> 
A 


c 
De 


Cats 
Smith 


WASHINGTON 
Capltol 


(EL) 12 
Fanton 
Leon 


Miller 


Le 


DeSimone 


Georgia 


MeGinty 


(i) 15 
Beau 


lee Noble 
Phillips Co 


Dancers 
Mae 





Aquarium 
Lionel Hempten O 
Blue Angel 
Robi 
Maxwell 
Corey 
Ross 





Alvs 
Rebert 
irwin 
Stuart 
;}Eliis Larkin 8 
Golden tate 4 
Cafe Boctets 
(Deowaterve) 
tlioomie Rogers 
} Susan Reed 
‘iff Jackson 
|}! C Heard Ore 
| Cafe Seciety 
(Uptown) 
jack Gilford 
| lmegene Cowan 
| Reberta lee 
Edmund Hall 
Dave Martin 3 
t Socarras 
Carnivai 
iiitun Berle 
Elly Ardelty 
} Viarion Colby 
| Ben Yost Singers 
Miriam Gwinn 
China Dell 
George Wong Tr 
Frances Chun 
Tai Sings 
Ming Ling 
lose Curbello Ore 
Copacabana 
joe E. Lewis 
Rene Paul 


tire 


NEW YO 


| Cabarel Bills ‘ei 


BE CITY 


Olga 


Billy 
Hial 


lack 





i‘ omit 


‘hele 
ition 


Chu 


Raip?t 
Arth 


‘Tex 





}N 1 
{ 


Micha 
Frank Marti 
Diamond Horsestor 


Ann Rooney 
Eddie Fisher 
Ronny & Ray 


Suarez 


Ba 


Durso Ore 
Ore 


Siri 
hHierman tlivee 
furner Twins 


Rosebuds 
Jackie Gleason 


nks 


Hunter 


fables Davis 


Renald & Rudy 


Mathers 


bl 


a ft 
Viguel 


) \ 
Q 

En 
Chi 


P Sveleil 
‘Capella 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Strange 


Ore 
Chico 


tios 


& Albaicin 


iDareal 
Irie 

iba sey 

1 Martinez 
& Suzy 
& lLatricia 


1 Font. Ore 


if 


Ravel Ore 


400 Ciub 


Her 


Frankie 
ti wich 


G 


wke ire 
His ers 


Village tne 


Revue 


Chavez Orc 


Ned 


Hart 


vey Ore 


Elroy Peace 
| Gail Bennett 
| Sirk! De Vysenot 
|} Paul White 
| lean Francis 
| Jerry Grev 
| stan Fisher 
Leon & Eddie's 
| Rddie Davis 
Amory Bres 
| Harry Holly 


Eddie Vinsen Ore 
Pee Wee Marquette 
Sy Oliver 
Zimmermen’s 
Gene Kardos 
Janezi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paul Arnold 
Sinelair & Alda 





Helen Wenzel 
Olea Orleva 


Blackhawk Seng Stylists 
| Russ Carlyle Ore Hild Deere (16) 
tjeneve Dorn Presten Lambert 
|; Woo Woo Stevens Hotel Sherman 
| Chez Paree Glen Gray Ore 
Sophie, Tucker Carl Marx 
Bobby Breen Phil Gerdeon 
Willie Shore Cellege Inn Modele 


Joann Whitney 
Gay Claridge Ore 

Adorables (12) 

| Phyllis Gale 

| Lucio Garcia Ore 

{ Colosimo’s 
Larry Ross 

| The Gascas 

E't'‘la Julo Pn'cho 

Keith Models 

Marie Shaw 

Sol Feola Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 

Joseph Sudy Ore 

Gantu 

Gaywoods 

Lenore 

Betty Hin 

Annette Olsen 

Montero & Yvonne 

Eddie Fens Ore 

el 


Milt Herth Trio 
Kiki Ochart Ore 
Leity Barbour 
Hotel Blackstene 
Galli Galll 

H Williams Trio 
Mel Cooper Ore 

| Hotel Continental 
| James Sykes 

Joe Vera Ore 
Karen Ford 

H Edgewater Be’ch 
Stephen Kisley Orc 
DiGatano & Adam 


Hotel Stevens 
Ted Weems Ore 
Larry Noble 
Shirley Richards 
Low Hite & Stanl'y 
Johnny Knapp 
Boulevar-Dears 


Latin Quarter 
Willie Howard 
Latin Levelies 
Al Kelly 
Amalia Aguilar 
Carrell & Baker 
Paul Carleton 
Buddy Shaw Ore 

Palmer Hoeuse 
Evelyn Knight 
Freddie Nagel Ore 
Rolly Rolls 
Blackburn (2) 
Abbott D'ncers (13) 


Rio Cabana 
Kent 


Cross & Dunn 
Nancy Doran 

Den Bradfield 
The Lovelies (16) 
Cee Davidson re 

Vine Gardens 

Jessie Rosella 
Bill Meagher 
Tamara & Thomas 
Jill Fontaine 
Franciseo 





Gaudsmith Bros 
Pitehmen 


Ine Kish Ore 
Mel Cole Ore 

















Jan. 1. 
| War Mobilization 


active backer of 
committee, may land 
reorganized and 


heap. With 


Allied’s Chill 


Continued from page 5 





ment as to hurt future dealings with 
Governmental agencies. 

Speculation was rife that the Al- 
lied move was a delaying action to 
slow developments 
publicans took over Congress 
At such time, the Office of 


the Re- 
on 


until 


& Reconversion, 
the all-industry 
in the trash 
re- 


stricted administrative agencies then 
formed, entire program might lapse 
into limbo if industry cooperation is 


While Allied is holding back, num- 


| 

| 

! 

| withheld. 
| ber of other units 
warded official 


| Assn., the 


} 


Inter-industry 
asked 
mote distribution 





ernment has not 


approval. 
these are the American Theatres 
Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers, and the 
five newsreel companies. 


have already for- 
Among 


organization was 


by the Government to pro- 


of its films which 


had come a cropper since V-J day 
because of exhib opposition. 


Gov- 
yet been able to 


secure playing of one of its films in 
the postwar peridéd 
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Plays on 


Years Ago 


Max Gordon production of three-act com- 
e rama (four seenes) by Ruth Gordon 
Siars Predric March and Florence Eldridge 
features Patricia Kirkland staged by Gar- 
gon Kaanin: seiting, Donald Oenslager, Cos- 
tuimes, John Boyt Onened at Mansfield 
N y Dev 2 "gh: $4.80 top (86 opening 
nicht ; 
Clinton Jone I iric March 
A’ Jones lorence Eldridge 
Ri Gordon J Pat i Kirkland 
Ww ' l ! i I j ' 
AY WM yan J f Bu “| 
! \\ hes beewe i i "” 
M aa. Sere Teer Set} Arnold 
M Rag e 
AI ( Ca 
t \ 

“Years Ago.” the Ruth Gordon 
autobiographical play now at the 
Munsfield under the aegis of Max 
Gordon, is technically a finely 


wrought piece of theatre. Inevitably 
it will recall both “Life With Father” 
and “I Remember Mama,” for essen- 
tially it’s the reenacting of the 
warmth and everyday life of a sim- 
ple family. In this instance, the set- 
ting is Wollaston, Mass., around 1912, 
and the problem a stagestruck daugh- 
ter of 16. It should do plenty okay | 
at the boxoffice. 

lis fine points are many: the n@s- | 
talgia and its teen-age remembrances; | 
the vivid characterizations that at no} 
time are overplayed; the interpolated 
humorous, polished vignettes and, 
notably, the performance of Fredric 


March as the bombastic father. Un-| 
fortunately, there is little dramatic 
content to Miss Gordon’s play. For 


two acts it moves aiong at a leisurely 
pace, with some excellent dialog and 
fine performances that almost con- 
ceal this void. During the third act 
there is an uncomfortable awareness | 
that there is nothing left to say about 
Miss Gordon's heroine. The author 
in her remembrances of things past 
becomes overly sentimental in her 
windup, partially destroying the light | 
and airy, vet purposeful, story-tell- | 
in® that she had previously achieved. | 
It is in her lighter moments of com- 
edv that Miss Gordon hits her stride, 
and when she’s confronted with the 
more serious aspects of life her tal- 
ents are inadequate. Despite these | 
flaws, however, “Years Ago” should 
wind up as a Click on the strength | 
of the March tag and a perfect pro- 
duction staged by Garson Kanin. 
While Miss Gordon's intention is 
au‘ obiographical, it is the role of her 
father that completely dominates the 
play. March's performance well- 
nigh perfect. His stooped, swaying 
walk, facial twitches and laying down | 
of the law are integral parts of the 
story’s development. The revelations 


1S 


| It's 


| Lt Col. Richard Woodruft 


Broadway 


| fairytale which is the substance of 
| the book's unfolding. Interspersed are 
| the rotund Besser’s comedy antics; 
| Miss Desmond's impressions of fa- 
miliar picture personalities (a show- 
| stopper chiefly because of contrast 
| with the rest of the evening): 
Ernst, a winsom Cindy indeed for all 
her weak vocal attempts: and Ed- 
ward Dew. a fetching juvenile vis-a- 


lvis. Williams and Miss Perry terp 
their way to good impression and 
| Adrienne. ex-niterv chanteuse—as is 
the British Miss 1 smond—registet 
with her second-act specialty, “My | 
B ness Man 

Tunesmith David Rak . whose 
film scores for “Laura” and “Smoky” 
projected him, has an unimpressive | 
issortment of tunes. “I Wish,” “In the 
Morning,” “This Is the End of the 
Sti ‘and “I'm Not Mysclf Tonight” 
yet most attention, but none will 
make any particular impact 

Show has all the big league ac- | 
coutrements from costumes to sce- | 
nery, the latter a highlight as de- | 
signed by Edward Gilbert. It’s an 
accordion-pleated effect. each scene 


a device which should be par- 
ticularly good for de luxe picture 
house presentations, probably not as 
the | 


of | 


unfolding before the auditor's var 
' 
| 


p yssessing 


values 


others and 
showmanship 


costly as 
additional 


novelty and speed plus the appeal of | 
letting the customers see how it’s be- | 
ing done. 

Charles Weidman staged some 


sood terp routines. and through it all 


|comedians like Eddie Lambert. in 
lone of those “little king” roles, and 
| personalities like Jody Gilbert and 


others test the values but find them- 
‘Ives submerged by the basic mate- 
rial. Abel 





Plays Out of Town 





Temper the Wind 





Bridgeport, Dec. 6. 

Barnard Straus and Roland Haas pro- 
juctio wf drama in three (fi Scenes) 
Dy Leonat Mins and kid rm Miabley 
l ature Blanche Yurka Thomas Beck, 
Walter Greaza, Tonio Selwart and Reinhold 
Schunzel Staged by Reginald Denham; 
settings Raymond Seve) stumes Anna 
Hill Johnstone. Opened at Lyri theatre, 
Bridgeport, Dec. 6, '46; $3.60 top 
Sophie von Gutzkow Blanche Yurka 
Trudi. Charlotte London 
Flizabeth (Lizzy) Jaeger Vilma hKurer | 
Hugo Benckendorft Reinhold Schunzel | 
Theodore Bruce _ Walter Greaza | 
Erich Jaeger..... Tonio Selwart 


Thomas Beck 


Corporal Tom Hutchinson Mathews 


George 





of his life give a poignant meaning to | Heinric . Lindau M artia Bran it 
_ a . ‘ . 7 ic | Seret Sdward Green .Pau ripp 

the consent he finally gives to his ge Feet enh het gy Py sins 

daughter pursuing her career. _ | Capt. Georg Palive: Robert Alvin 
If Patricia Kirkland is not this | Lieut. Frank Daniels.. Alexander Sivy 

reviewer's idea of a budding actress, | — 

she is at least a very real, uncon-| Change of title from “Drums of 


trolled. teen-ager with all the flaws 
and effervescences. Her portrayal 
as a goggely-eyed high school girl 
abrupt of movement and strident of 
voice, is as real today as it must 
have been then, yet her confidences 
with her girlfriends and her conniv- 
ing with her mother against her 
father’s control of the pursestrings 
add up to entertaining theatre with- 
out necessarily giving a glimpse of 
what makes an actress. The Ruth 
Gordon Jones of “Years Ago” could 
just as well have married the Har- 
vard boy she so cruetly ignores. 
Florence Eldridge as the mother is 
excellent. She’s the necessary pallia- 
tive between the irascible father and 
the daughter who is different. 
Donald Ocnslager’s single setting 
of an early 20th century Wollaston, 
Mass., dining room is beautifully 
cluttered with all the paraphernalia 
of smalltown, middle class life. 
Rose. 


lf the Shoe Fits 


Teonard Sillman production of two-act 
3 scenes) musical starring Florence Des- 
mond: featuring Joe Besser. Leila Ernst, 
ftdward Dew, Eddie Lambert. Jack Wil- 
liares, Adrienne, Barbara Perry, Jody Gil- 
bert, Marilyn Day. Sherle North, Frank 
Milton, Youka Troubetzkoy, Fin Olsen, 
Robt. Penn. Book, June Carroll (also 
Ivrics) and Robt. Duke: music, David Rak- 
sin. Book staged by Eugene Bryden: 
dances, Chas. Weidman: settings. Edward 
Gilbert: costumes, Kathryn Kuhn; tap rou- 
tines, Don Liberto: prod. mer.: music di- 
rector, Will Irwin: orchestrations, Russell 
Rennett, Ted Roval, Hang Spialak, Walter 
Paul, Joe Glover; vocal dir... Joe Moon. 
Opened Dee. 5,’ 46, at Centurv, N. Y.. 88.40 
top: regular scale, $4.80. 

Other principals: Eugene Martin Bills 
Vaux, Jane Vinson & Paula Dee, Richard 
Wentworth, Don Mayo, Walter Katiwinkel, 
Gail Adams, Eileen Ayers, Harvey Braun. 
Stanley Simmonds, Vincent Carbone. Harry 
Rogers, Allen Knowles, Ferd fernaski, 
Wm. Rains, Ray Morrissey, Fleanor Jones. 
Dorothy Karroll, Chloe Owen, Ray Cook, 
Joyvee White, Jean Oks, Richard D'Arcy, 
Marcia Maier. Marvblv Harwood: 9 ballet; 
7 chorus men 


“If the Shoe Fits” doesn’t. An in- 
ept ‘musical, the major redeeming 
feature is its novel collapsible sce- 
nery. It’s a musicomedy which lacks 
tunes and humor. 

The Cinderella tale has been 
smutted up; the book is so lethargic 
and obvious it is embarrassingly 
amateurish. Given more substance, 
a truly competent cast could have 
done much with it because in Flor- 
ence Desmond, Joe Besser, Jack Wil- 
liams, Barbara Perry. Leila Ernst. 
Edward Dew and Adrienne (Matz- 
enauer), producer Leonard Sillman 
has good allies. 

The libretto follows a pattern as 
childish as the original Cinderella 


Peace” to “Temper the Wind,” plus 
“not a war play” line used in adver- 
tisements, is tipoff on concern of 
sponsors themselves about reception 
of their drama. They have reason to 
worry. Although the Leonard Mins- 
Edward Mabley play, calling for a 
hard peace in Germany, is interest- 
ing and comnpctently performed, it 
does not appear strong enough to 
buck the Broadway market. 

Co-authors and _ co-producers 
were overseas and obviously fee! 
deeply about the danger of the U. S. 
brass-industrialist “business as usual” 
policy in the occupied Reich. Their 
preachment hits hard at the Junkers. 
who through the generations have 
backed the German war-makers. In 
setting forth their message Mins and 
Mabley have not succeeded in achiev- 
ing effective theatre. And it has lit- 
tle to attract Hollywood. 

The front pages aren't any timelier, 
and undoubtedly few of the dis- 
patches are more authentic in their 
content. Action, of the present, oc- 
curs in a small town in northeastern 
Bavaria, where for generations the 
Benckendorff machine tool factory 
has provided and ruled the living of 
several thousand workers and their 
families, and helped produce the 
weapons of Germany’s war machines. 
Now the Nazis have lost, and Hugo 
Benckendorff wants to get his plant 
operating again. He finds a big Chi- 
cago businessman ready to cooperate 
on a cartel basis, but runs into oppo- 
sition from the U. S. military gov- 
ernment represented by a young lieu- 
tenant-colonel, years before’ the 
chum of Benckendorff’s son, who 
died fighting the Hitler movement. 

The resistance of the American 
officer to Benckendorff's attempts to 
resume manufacturing and lay the 
foundation for the Germans’ next 
military try provides the conflict of 
“Temper.” The AGM wins, after an 
abortive outbreak by the remnants 
of the Nazi party under the leader- 
ship of the industrialist’s fanatic son- 
in-law. Although one threat to world 
peace has been removed, the play 
closes with a warning note, expressed 
by the machine magnate’s Prussian 
sister, that the Allies can lose all 
they won and Germany can get up 
and swing again. 

Thanks to the trouping, the char- 
acters do not look as stereotyped as 
they are written. Reinhold Schunzel 
delivers the standout portrayal as 
the ruthless. -cunning Benckendorff. 
The top-featured Blanche Yurka 
does little more than speak the phi- 
losophy of German supremacy and 
she was not convincing at this hear- 
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‘Back to the Tents’’ 


By Philip Dunning 


traces the downbeat in the Broad- 
way legit scene with 45 legit houses 
exiting in the past 20 years 


* * * 


—— 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


“If the Shoe Fits” drew favorable notices in Detroit and mixed reviews 
in Boston, so when the musical opened on Broadway last Thursday (5) 
the critical and first-nighter raspberry was the talk of show business, 
“Shoe” was budgeted for $160,000, Leonard Sillman, the presenter, being 
listed as the general partner, while 34 others are limited partners, or 


investors. 
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Beck 


Thomas 


il is competent as 
the colonel, although the part is too 
perfect in its idealism. Walter Grea- 


za is standard as the Chicago cartel 


promoter, Tonio Selwart too melo- | 
dramatic as the unreformed Nazi, | 
and Vilma Kurer tries valiantly to! 


make a contrived romantic situation 

sound real. 
Charlotte London, 

housemaid, 


a natural as the 
overburdened with 
of the play’s comedy detail. 
Robert Alvin puts across the most 
sympathetic character, a Czech cap- 
tain who figures Nazis are safest 
dead; George Mathews helps as a 
homesick Yank corporal, and Martin 
Brandt impresses as a German lib- | 
eral. | 

The sure hand of director Reginald | 
Denham is apparent particularly in | 
the scenes that border the melodra- 
matic, but he is not able to hide the 


is 


, . 3 | 
play's theatrical defects. Raymond 
Sovey has provided an_ excellent 
solid interior of a German mansion 


as well as an AMG office. Elem. 





Love Goes to Press 
Washington, Dec. 9. 


Warren P. Munsell and Herman Bern- 
stein production of comedy in three a is | 
(four scenes) by Martha Gellhorn and Vir- 
ginia Cowles Staged by Walter Douglas; 
settings, Raymond Soves Opened at Nae | 
tional Washington Dex 9 °46: $3.60 top. | 
Leonard Lightfoot Gerald Andersen 
Tex Crowder David Tyrre 


Hank O'Reilly 
Joe Rogers ; 
Maj. Phillip Brooke-Je1 


Warren Parke! 
William Post, J1 


vaux. Ralph Michael | 
Corporal Cramp Peter Rennett 
Daphne Rutherford.. Georgina Cookson 
Jane Mason.. Joyvee Heron 
Annabelle Jones Jane Middleton 
Major Dict Hawkins ...Don Gibson 
Capt. Sir Alastair Drake Nigel Neilson 


“Love Goes to Press,” a sprightly 
job of playwriting about war corre- 
spondents on the Italian front, opened 
tonight (9) at the National before a 
“show me” audience which demon- 
strated signs of enthusiasm before 
the first act was more than halfway 
through. There are enough laughs 
and good situations to insure a fa- 
vorable Manhattan reception, com- 
parable to the play’s London run. 

“Love” is the work of two Ameri- 
cans, Martha Gellhorn and Virginia 
Cowles, who covered the war on that 
front. They're doing a slick job of 
glamorizing and kidding the job as 
they saw it. The plays deals with 
two American women correspondents 
sent up to a forward sector in the 
British zone. One of them, a good- 
looking blonde, falls in love with the 
British press relations officer. The 
second, an attractive brunet, runs 
into her ex-husband, a correspondent 
for a competing San Francisco paper, 
whom she discovers is now engaged 
to a blonde British entertainer some- 
what on the wacky side. 

The PRO and the first blonde be- 
come engaged; the other gal and ex- 
husband apparently are about to 
make another try at it—then the girls 
shake the men and dash off with a 
British general to cover the war in 
Burma, unaware that the ex-husband 
and PRO are also being transferred 
to that front. 

There is lots of good bawdy com- 
edy strung into this featherweight 
plot, and it would have the makings 
of wartime edition of “The Front 
Page” in the hands of a capable Hol- 
lywood studio. At no time does the 
show threaten to go heavy drama. 
and there are several good local 
color types of British and U.S. war 
correspondents to further lighten 
proceedings. 

“Love” still has most of the orig- 
inal British cast, largely drawn from | 
the film industry there. Top billing | 
goes to Ralph Michael, as the PRO, 








Bob Musel 
writes from London 
“Of Royalties and 

Charity” 


Or the tale of how playwrights once 
wrote and starved 


* a * 
another editorial feature in the 


forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Edition 
of 


VARIETY 








| developed 


| into?”, 














Hermine Shone, former dramatic actress in vaude, is among 
the smaller angels, as are Mary Pickford and Constance Talmadge. , 
Shone is programmed as being “in charge of promotion.” 


Miss 


Edgar Luckenbach, Jr., is listed as the heaviest backer to the extent of 
$25,000, with Philip M. King down for $20,000; Hyman I. Bucher, $14,000: 


in for $500 each 


tress 


Mine,” 


starting Tuesday (27). 


and other antiques. 


| Lillian McKinley, $13,500; Max Chopnick, $10,000: while Joseph Drown. 
| William C. Magner, Julian S. Bache, Jr., and Albert F. Frippa, $5,000 each. 
The balance are listed as putting in $3,000 and less, lowest backers being 


When Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne appeared in England in “O Mis- 
in which they are currently co-starring on Broadway. he 

a hobby for 19th century 
| Will be on exhibition at the Museum of the City of New York next week 
Collection includes scenes from “Robinson Crusoe.” 

| “Uncle Tom's Cabin,” “Jack and the Beanstalk,” “Oliver Twist,” “Mazeppa” 
Also on view will be color plates of costumes and 

scenery from “Othello,” “The Winter's Tale,” 
tington,” “Dred,” “Robin Hood” and other dramas. 


toy theatres. His collection of them 


“Richard III,” “Dick Whit- 
Building toy theatres 


has been a pastime in several countries abroad for hundreds of years. 


Brock Pemberton, in a New York luncheon address to radio executives 
last Thursday (5), provoked plenty of laughs as he frankly stated what he 


thinks is the matter with radio. 


Showman said he had come expecting to 
see a bunch of tycoons, but the only ones he 


nO 


noticed were seated on his ‘eft. 


Most of those present didn't seem to catch the point, Pemberton alluding 
to fellow managers Lee Shubert and Marcus Heiman, who were invited at 


the suggestion of James Sauter. 


Pemberton’s address was disked and broadcast by WNYC that afternoon, 


but one remark was deleted, causing a momentary pause in the program. 


Listeners didn't get the cut, hearing only the guffaw that followed. 


“State of the Union” is not the only play on Broadway with a political 


background that requires constant script changes. 


also in that category. 


“Born Yesterday” 


IS 


Most recent change in the latter’s performance was 


the deletion of the line: “What's this jam Wallace (Henry A.) is getting 


the name of Paul Porter being substituted. 


Audiences were in the theatres last Saturday (7) matinee when the coal 
strike was settled, so when the leading character in “Union” read out loud 
the headline in an afternoon paper to that effect, there was a buzz of ex- 


citement throughout the house. 


Ordinarily it’s a gag line good for a laugh. 


The 48th Street's (N.Y.) profit for the past year with “Harvey” amounted 


to $165,000. 


Hit, now in its third year, was booked into the héuse by Mike 


Todd, but he lost possession in November, 1945, after he was unable to 


agree on a new lease with the landlord (Joe Leblang estate) 


Todd had 


a token rental and refused to accept an offef to split the profit on a 50-50 


basis. 


Had he accepted the deal his share would have been $82,500 in 
| the past year. 


Natalie Biro, young actress who suicided last week in New York, was a 


diligent volunteer in the Stage Door Canteen. 


Friends say she was de- 


spondent over the loss of a prematurely born child some months ago. 
Actress dropped from a 14-story window, striking a passing mailman, who 


was killed. Her husband is in the advertising business. 





who is lent for the run by England's 
Ealing studios, and Joyce Heron, 
blonde looker, who has also been in 


pictures in England. The _ other 
American girl reporter is played by 
Jane Middleton, one of the few 


Americans in the cast, and she does 
a nice job as the gal who covers 
wars because it is all for the cause. 

A choice bit of comedy is offered 
by Georgiana Cookson, of the British 
stage, who plays the part of the 
wacky English singer. who suddenly 
and accidentally discovers herself a 
heroine with a bid to make pictures 
in Hollywood. 

Because most of the cast worked 
together for a full season in London, 
the play is already polished, with no 
visible rough edges. It is consider- 
ably better entertainment than the 
somewhat corny title indicates. 

Lowe. 


Burlesque 
a Detroit, Dec. 9. 


Jean Dalrymple production of comedy- 
drama by George Manker Watters and Ar- 
thur Hopkins. Stars Bert Lahr and Jean 
Parker; features Jerr® Blanchard and Kay 
Buckley. Staged by Hopkins: settings, 
Robert Rowe Paddock: dances by Billy 
Holbrook Opened at Shubert-Lafayetie, 


Detroit, Dec. @ '46 


Jean Dalrymple production of the 
George Manker Watters-Arthur Hop- 
kins comedy drama, “Burlesque,” 
premiered here tonight (9) at the 
Shubert-Lafayette theatre, and was 
saved by the sterling trouping of 
Bert Lahr. Playing his first dramatic 
role, Lahr literally carried the show, 
as was evidenced by the almost com- 
plete state of confusion that pre- 
vailed when the veteran comedian 
was off stage. 

Lahr’s part of the smalltown hoof- 
er with. burning ambitions for 
Broadway is made to order for him, 
and he does a superlative job, but 
he can’t successfully tote a _ play 
that is so lacking in pace, particu- 
larly in the middle of the show. 

Jean Parker, as his wife, does a 
fine job of prodding him on to fame 
though the role doesn’t lend justice 
to her ability. This part probably 


will be revamped before “Bur- 
lesque” opens on Broadway Christ- 
mas Day. 


After a slow first act, the dated 
comedy practically comes to a full 
stop in the second. This period is 
devoted almost exclusively to wise- 
cracks that just don't seem funny 
any more. The final act, however. 
suggests that “Burlesque” can still 
be whipped into an _ entertaining 


evening. 
Supporting cast acting is strong. 
Ross Hertz scores as Lefty, the 


showman who gives Skid (Lahr) a 
boost. Charles G. Martin, as Har- 
vey Howell, the rural stagedoor 
Johnnie who loves Bonnie, is ex- 








cellent. Irene Alarie provides the 
burlesque fanciers with a cleverly 
executed strip. She has all the 
qualifications. Joyce Matthews’ role 
is obviously weak, which doesn’t 
give her much chance. Jerri Blan- 
chard, a buxom blonde, and Kay 
Buckley, another blonde, and a look- 
er, handle their weak parts above 
the general level of the show. 
Scenery is less than adequate. 
Holl. 


Serlin Eyes Eythe 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 

William Eythe, 20th-Fox ctor, 
who’s been spending last couple of 
weeks with his family in nearby 
Mars, Pa., has been offered a major 
role in new Oscar Serlin play, 
“Washington Square,” and would 
like to do it if studio gives permis- 
sion for a sixmonth leave. He's 
wired the lot for an okay, and in- 
tends to remain east until he gets an 
answer. 

Eythe recently returned from Eng- 
land, where he made “Meet Me at 
Dawn,” which will be released in 
this country by 20th. His only pre- 
vious stage acting was done for Ser- 
lin, in “The Moon Is Down,” and in 
Molnar’s “The King’s Henchman,” 
which folded on the road and never 
reached Broadway. It was his work 
in “Moon” that won him his screen 
deal on the Coast. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Best of Spirits” (“A Little for the 





Bottle”) — Margaret and Sherman 
Ewing. 

“In Gay New Orleans”—Forbes 
Randolph. 


“Little A”—Sam Nasser. 

“This Gentle Ghost” (in Los An- 
geles)—Russell Lewis and Howard 
Young. 

“Street Scene”—Dwight Deere Wi- 
man and Playwrights Co. 

“Rope” (revival)—Leonard Alto- 
bell. ° 





‘Texas’ for Texas 
Dallas, Dec. 10. 

With Helen Arthur and Harold 
Patrick, formerly heard in the Star- 
light Operettas here, signed for the 
leads, “Texas,” a musical, will 
premiere in the Lone Star State be- 
fore opening in New York or Chi- 
cago. Score is by Will Heagney. 

Percy Oakes is producing. A Holly- 
wood comedian is sought for a lead- 
ing role. 
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Lesiters in Snarl 


‘Birthday’ Rated ‘Musical Plays’ 


Reports from Chicago that the GI 


“Hamlet” was classified by the mu- 


sicians union as a musical play, 


requiring more men in 
first time that 


therefore 
not the 
works 


the pit, is 


Shakespearean have been 


similarly rated. New York musicians 
Hirthite . 

when “The 
Broadway 


lusty 


local did the same thing 


Tempest’ was revived on 


season. There was a pro- 
test but the matter never was clari- 
odd ruling 


time after the show 


fied though tne union 

naae some 
< pe nea 
Broadway attractions are 
currently entangled in s 
union regulations, “Happy Birthday 
and the Jooss Ballet. 

‘Birthday,” rated a musical play, 
opened with five musicians, one a 
pianist on stage A compromise was 
reached, and instead of 16 men in 
the pit it was agreed to use nine. 
Show management is protesting the 
union rule that it receive the musi- 
“Birthday” being 


r 
straight 


Two 
musicians 


cal comedy scale, 
| 


generally classified as a 
comeay 

Jooss Ballet, at the City Center 
has a setup of three pianists deliver- 
ing the score but the union requires 
a standby orchestra of 10 pieces 

Last there was a dispute 
over the rating of “Dark of the 
Moon.” which the union classified as 
a musical play. A couple of musi- 
cians were used on stage and half a 
dozen in the pit. Union required 
that 16 musicians be employed at the 
musical comedy scale, after the at- 
traction opened. That pit comple- 
ment was used for the balance of the 
engagement. 


season 


In Chicago, too, last season the 
musicians insisted that an actress 
in “The Late George Apley” had to 


join the union. It was proven that 
the player actually couldn't play 
piano but was taught to finger half 
a dozen bars on the ivories, as called 
for by the part. However, it took a 
lot of convincing before the union 
conceded that its stance was faulty 
and the membership was finally can- 
celled 

Incidental music was composed by 
William Brooks for “Hamlet” to 
highlight several scenes at the sug- 
gestion of Maurice Evans, starred in 
the revival. “Hamlet,” presented by 
Mike Todd, is winding up in Chi- 
cago this week, playing Davenport. 
Des Moines and Kansas City next 


week. It jumps from the latter to | 


Los Angeles, opening at the Phil- 
harmonic auditorium Dec. 30 after 
a layoff. Latter house has been rent- 
ed, as the Biltmore had been pre- 
viously booked. 

Attraction goes to San Francisco 
for three weeks starting Jan. 6. it 
being booked until March. with a 
return date in N. Y. at the City Cen- 
ter possible. Todd’s “Up In Central 
Park,” which claimed a record in 
Indianapolis last week, started a 
two-week date in Detroit Monday 
{(9). To follow are three weeks in 
Washington, one in Baltimore, two 
in Pittsburgh and four in Boston 

Petrillo Vs. Evans 
Chicago, Dec. 10. 

Maurice Evans’ modern version of 
“Hamlet,” with its special musical 
background, has finally caught Pe- 
trillo’s eye. Musicians union has 
placed it in musical classification. 

Action adds more than eight extra 
men to the pit. Play has been run- 
ning for more than two years as a 
straight dramatic attraction. So far. 


no boost in price has been an- 
nounced. 


TREASURERS CLUB SRO 
$3,700 ON ‘YESTERDAY’ 


Treasurers Club, 
Bro 
out-cf-town ticketsellers, held its 
annual benefit at the Lyceum, N. Y.. 
Sunday (8), the show being an ex- 
tra performance of “Born Yester- 
day.” House did capacity, and with 
the top at $6 takings were $3,700 
Performers were compensated, as 
were all those in the Lyceum’s em- 
ploy, but there was no house share 
= the receipts, nor royalties, through 
the courtesy of Marcus Heiman. 
Max Gordon and Garson Kanin. 
Souvenir booklet contained $15,000 

advertising, a new high in the 
Organization's records. It was com- 
piled by Allen .Schnebbe. former 
President of the club, who has han- 
dled the ad chore for years. 





composed of 


in 


adway boxoffice men and some | 


As ‘Hamlet, 





The Theatre Guild's 
Lawrence Langner 
worries about 


Which Could 


Hurt the American 
Theatre’ 


“Curbs 


one of the many features of 


VARIETY 8 


41st Anniversary Number 
Out Soon 














‘Flag’ Due for Windup 
On B’way, Then Slated 
For Indef Chicago Stay 


| “A Flag Is Born” is winding up 
‘nearly four months on Broadway on 
Saturday (14) and will lay off for 
'two weeks, then opens in Chicago at 
the Studebaker Engagement there 





jis to be indefinite, minimum period 
‘to be four weeks. 
Jonathan Harris temporarily 


stepped into the lead late last week, | 
Jacob Ben Ami requiring additional | 


preparation for his appearance on 
Tuesday (10). Luther Adler depart- 
ed for the Coast last Friday (6), he 
having taken over the part. origi- 
nated by Paul Muni, 
at the end of the fourth week, hav- 


ing agreed to appear only for that 
period 

Incidentally, “Flag” has become 
increasingly involved in an argu- 


ment between the sponsors and those 


quizzical of the American League for | 


a Free Palestine, which sponsors the 
propaganda drama. It had been 
charged’ by Dr. Judah L. Magnes, 
the Hebrew University at 

Jerusalem, that the play “makes an 
open appeal for funds for the pur- 
chase of arms for terrorist groups in 

Palestine.” He said that those re- 
sponsible. for the play deceive Amer- 
icans “who sympathize so deeply 
with the tragic fate of the Jewish 
neople and with the plight of hun- 
dreds of thousands of displaced 
| Jews.” 

Sen. Guy M. Gillette, president of 
the League, declared 
charges to be “extravagant, distort- 
ed and false.” and that they “must 


head of 


have behind them some motive for | 


political chicanery.’’ Mentioning a 
letter critical of ‘Flag’ and its pur- 
pose, from Dr. Magnes, the states- 
man is quoted as saying: “He is guilty 
of misstating every pertinent fact in 
connection with the political aims of 
the League and the use of funds se- 
cured by the play. All money goes 
to the repatriation fund headed by 


Ben Hecht, Will Rogers, Jr., and 
Louis Bromfield. 

Hecht, now in Hollywood, com- 
mented caustically, if not bitterly, 


on the Magnes charges, mentioning 
“ostrich Jews whose greatest fear is 
that they may irritate their enemies 
|and who regard doing anything less 
ithan dying as a faux pas....a revolu- 
| tionary war is going on in Palestine, 
}and Dr. Magnes has chose the side 
| of his British benefactors.” 


who withdrew 


the Magnes | 


‘Dunham Dance Revue 


| 
| Slated for London 
| “Bal Negre,” starring Katherine 
| Dunham and winding up a six-week 
|engagement at the Belasco, N. Y.., 
| Saturday (14), is slated for London 
| this winter. Deal was entered into 
| between Jack Hylton, during his re- 


the colored dance revue. 
Dunham outfit will lay off for a 
| few weeks, 


Sailing upon receiving 
word that the opening date abroad | 
has been definitely fixed. Next at- 
traction at the Belasco will be “Bur 
lesque,” a revival, starring Bert Lah1 
ind Jean Parker, due Christmas 


Indicate Ease Of 
Wash. Negro Ban 


Committee For Racial Democracy 


in Washington, which is pressing 
an “economic Campaign” against 
the National theatre’s exclusion of 


Negroes, has gotten some indication 
that the alleged discriminatory cus- 
tom might be discontinued 


Plan is to buy tickets 


which are 
given to Negroes, who go to the 
theatre at curtain time and, when 
denied admittance, demand a re- 


fund. It is too late to resell the 
tickets. House manager Eddie Plohn 
is reported to have said at a con- 
ference with the committee that if 
| the campaign was stopped, the dis- 
crimination may be scrapped as 
of next season. Committee rejected 
the idea, saying that if Negroes 
could be admitted then they should 
be allowed in the house now. 
Understood that as many as 40 
tickets are presented by Negroes 
nightly, and some showmen have ex- 
pressed the opinion that if accepted 
it would make little difference to 
the audience. Practice has 
refund on the tickets but such money 


is not deducted from the attraction’s | 


the 


who operates 


share of he receipts, on 
of Marcus Heiman, 
the National. 


to the effect 
transferable 
compliance 


that 
and 
with 


tickets are not 
“sold subject to 
the known policy 
of ine theatre if presented by 
any person not conforming to 
policy. admission will be refused and 


cent visit to Broadway, and Nelson | 
Gross and Dan Melnick, who present 


been to | 
order | 


There is a sign in the theatre lobby | 


the | 


| 


High Railroad Costs May Force 


Several Shows to Cancel Tours 





‘We Need An 


Experimental Theatre’ 
says 
O’Brien 


Kennedy 


Charles 
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Editor Ross Defends 
Wolcott Gibbs After 


Gripe by Managers » 


the 


managers, collectively, have made a 


For the first time Broadway 


complaint against a drama _ critic 


A telegram was sent by the League 


4 


i 
j 


| 
| 


» Several shows yanked 
from the road because of high 
transportation costs. Resumption of 


the 


may be 


train schedules due to lift of 


coal strike has somewhat lightened 


the situation, however. 


Shows that may be particularly 
affected are routed west of the Mis- 
issippi. Unless there is revision by 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, the western lines propose to in- 


crease the number of one-way first 
class tickets. for use of a special 
train, from 100 to 125. except for the 
Southern Pacific, which wants 150 
tickets for the same privilege. 


Claimed that the cost of transporta- 


tion for large companies may be 
upped as much as 230% 
Complaint has been made to ICC 


against rail lines refusing to resume 
all-year tourist-rate tickets. Stated 
that because only 90-day round-trip 
tickets from Chicago and other gate- 
ways to the Coast’can be had, much 





| 
| 


| 


of New York Theatres to the New | 
Yorker magazine that its reviewer, 
| Wolcott Gibbs, of late hasnt ap- 


peared at first nights in proper con- 
Harold Ross, 
editor of the mag, responded by stat- 


dition to cover shows. 


ing that the critic, concededly an 
able writer, had been getting “shots” 
to correct an allergy. 

The message from the League was 
| decided upon at a membership meet- 
jing, which 
Kermit Bloomgarden to make the 
| protest. Manager, recently elected 
ito the League's board, produced “An- 
other Part of the Forest,” by Lillian 
Hellman. League emphatically 
stated that the méssage to the New 
| Yorker was sent prior to its publica- 
tion of Gibbs’ notice on “Forest.” but 
the protest was not believed to have 


no refund made.” Committee says been reflected in the review. 

it will go to the courts “if refunds| Miss Hellman reportedly com- 
are not made... it would appear | plained to the Dramatists Guild 
that our program of having inter- | about certain critics, but no action 
| racial groups buy tickets and pre-/|is reported to have resulted. Drama- 
, sent them too late for resale | tists felt that since the managers 
| has had the economic effect in- | made the Gibbs complaint, the 
tended.” | League might as well handle the 
| Efforts of the committee did not! matter. 


effect the business of “Eagle Ram- 
pant” at the National last week. 
| Tallulah Bankhead, who hails from 
Alabama and who is starring in the 
play, is quoted as being bitterly 
opposed to the exclusion of Negroes. 
In one statement issued by the com- 
mittee it was stated that groups 
turned away did get the money back 


on tickets calling for top-price loca- | 


tions on the orchestra floor. 


STANDER’S ‘MACBETH’ 
GETS BROADWAY 0.0. 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Lionel Stander production of 
| “Macbeth,” now playing El Patio 
| theatre here, is being eyed by three 
Broadway outfits to send east. 

Theatre Guild rep and the Shu- 
berts are both interested. Theatre, 
|Inc., is also sending a rep to see 
' the show. 





Gibbs was indisposed recently and 


be unable to attend his premiere. 
| Understood that he usually writes 


| the performance. As for “Forest.” he 
| didn’t like the play as well as Miss 
| Hellman’s “The Little Foxes,” but 
| had praised. Miss Hellman’s other 
plays. Miss Hellman is said to have 


| made a crack about Gibbs’ “shots.” 


+ 


intermediate territory cannot be 


laved railroad- 
all- 
operation, 
why it not 

been given. 


because of excessive 
Prior to the war the 
tourist rate was in 
and no explanation 
been resumed 
Stated, too, that there have been no 
special theatre rates 1906. In 
addition to western stands this side 
of the Coast, nearer stands whieh 
are potentially good but which may 
be skipped because of rail cests in- 
clude such cities as Minneapolis. St. 


ing’ costs 
yeal 


has 


has 


since 


| Paul, Milwaukee, Memphis and New 


adopted a proposal of | 


Orleans. 

Major musicals may not play be- 
yond Chicago and St. Louis except 
at heavy transportation eosts, it is 
contended. Largest company on 
tour is “Carmen Jones,” which has 
cancelled some stands. Present plan 
is to close the show on Jan. 13 in 
Houston, a repeat tour to the Coast 
being cancelled. Because of late ar- 
rival “Carmen,” booked into Madi- 
son, Wisc., for two nights, was 
forced to give two performances in 
one evening recently. 

Demand for increased fares is fig- 
ured out this way: present rate is 
1.5c. per mile, or $1.50 for 100 tickets 
per mile; tilt demanded of 3.3¢ per 


| mile for 150 tickets would amount to 


| 


advised one showman that he would 


his reviews immediately after seeing | 


Year or so ago a verbal complaint | 


from the League to the World-Tele- 


gram followed Burton Rascoe’s no- 
tice in that. daily on “Jacobowsky 
and the Colonel.” The reviewer's 


ability was not questioned, but ob- 
jection was made to what appeared 
to be an expression of personal ani- 
| mus on his part against Annabella, 


| one of the leads. Rascoe is not with 


_ the Telly now, bowing out when the. 


|editor refused to run his notice on 
ithe Old Vic players early last sum- 
| mer. 
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$4.95 for every mile traveled (ap- 
plicable to the Southern Pacific). 
It’s possible that “Life With Father.” 
now in Los Angeles, will ql off the 
balance of its tour, the transporta- 
tion system being the factor. 


Argued that the railroad should 
extend the tourist rate tickets to six 
months instead of three, otherwise 
troupes on the road may not venture 
beyond the Mississippi. 

In booking circles it wasn't sure 
that some jumps could be made over 
the past weekend. Plans‘ to truck 
one show from Chicago to Mil- 
waukee were made. Had the order 
to cut train schedules 50% become 
effective, because of the coal strike, 
there is little doubt a number of 
shows would have been forced to 
cancel some dates and return to N-Y. 


‘RAINBOW’ STAGEHAND 
ROW STRAIGHTENED OUT 


What is explained as a jurisdic- 
tional dispute backstage at the Er- 


| langer, Philadelphia, last week de- 











| rules, 


layed rehearsals of “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” new musical which was sent 
there for final preparation prior to 
its debut Tuesday (10). 


Stagehands objected to the pres- 
ence on stage of an aide to Je 
Mielziner, the scenic designer. Mat- 
ter was straightened out only after 
the designer agreed to the union’s 
demand that he give any directions 
to the crew from the orchestra pit 
or any place the other side of the 
footlights, 

Deckhands are sticklers for their 
which stipulate that only a 
member of the crew shall handle 
any part of the settings, drapes or 
props, but sometimes accessory men 
make minor adjustments without ob- 
jection. It appears that a run-in be- 
tween stagehands and designers of 
another show occurred in New 
Haven, and when the crew ordered 
them off the stage the producer said 


he'd select some other stand to try 
out his shows. Local complained to 
the parent union, International Al- 


liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 


Result was that ai] locals were in- 
| structed to enforce the rule pro- 
| hibiting none but deckhands to 


| handle anything in connection with 


a production 





Paths ty 


| 
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Santa Skips Bway Though Big Hits 


Still Boff; Blake’ Fine $24,000 in Ist | 
Wk.: ‘Years’ Clicko $21,500, Shoe’ NG 


Cumulative effect of the coal 
strike, resulting in slashing of rail- | 


road schedules. was felt on Broad- 
was addition to the pre-Christ- 
mas drop. Last week there were 
abrupt ieclines although most 
shows were protected by ad- 
vance sales New leaders held 
their pace to a great extent but 
lines at boxoffices started melting 


and the sale of tickets for future per- 


formances dropped sharply. Sudden 
end of strike and resumption of train 
skeds will have no immediate re- 
action since too many planned trips 


were dropped. 


“Christopher Blake.” following di- | 


vided notices, fared well regardless 
getting $24,000 in first full week 
“Years Ago” drew a strong press and 
scored with $21,500 quoted for the 
first seven performances. “If the 
Shoe Fits.” which opened late last 
week. was given a critical and first- 


nighter drubbing “Dream Girl,” 
“Bal Negre” and “A Flag Is Born’ 
are scheduled closings this week 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R 


| 


M (Musical), O (Opereita). 
“A Flag Is Born,” Broadway (D- 
1,900: $4.80). Final and 15th week; 


drama in aid of Palestine was slated 
for four weeks and played four dif- | 
ferent houses: dipped under $15,- 
000. “Beggar's Holiday” (‘Twilight 
Alley” out of town), due in Christ- 
mas week. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” 
(30th week) (M-1,427: $6.60). 
keep on selling out; 
standees all times. 

“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (3d week) (D-968; $4.80). Parties | 
are factor in new drama’s_ high| 


Imperial 
Should 
$45.500, with 


grosses; last week’s takings around | money: 


$23,000. 
“Bal Negre,” Belasco (M-1,077; | 
$4.80). Final and 6th week; went off | 


but not as much as reported: quoted | 


at around $18,000; “Burlesque” next | 
attraction. 
“Born Yesterday.” Lyceum (45th | 


week) (C-993; $4.80). Not affected in |} 
any way except for advance selling, | 


|around $24,000 last 


| week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). 


(Revue), | 


|week) (CD-1,025; $4.80). 


on hand. should the 
$13,000 


“No Exit,” 


span season; 
3iltmore (2d wk) (D- 
990: $4.80). Takings first full week 
for short-cast, lrama were 
sind $11,000: sale prom 


one-set 
advance 


il S 
ing ; 

“Q Mistress Mine,” Empire (37th 
week) (CD-1,082:; $4.80). Capacity 


lie 


licated through winter: has been 
topping $24,000 right along 
“Oklahoma!” St James (198th 
veek) (M-1,509; $4.80 Figured this 
season would see variance crack 
musical stayer, which = slipped to 


week 


“Park Avenue,” Shubert (5th week) | 


(C-1,382: $6). Stood up better than 
expected and was quoted 
$29,500, which should be plenty okay 
for two-scene musical. 

Present Laughter,” Plymouth (6th 


up by virtue of theatre 
around $25,500. 
“State of the Union,” 


parties; rated 


Hudson (56th 
So far last- 
season standout has been unaffected 
and takings approach $25,000 
“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale (3d 
Against the 


trend last week, when takings ap- 
proached $23,000; parties a_ factor, 
also the femme star, too. 

“The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (9th 
week) (D-1,213: $5.40). Some boxes 
not sold last week but takings not 
materially affected, as indicated by 


gross of $25,000. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


around | 


| 


i week) (C-1,063: $4.80). Among the | 
|new strong grossers that have held 


| 


‘BLOOMER GIRL’ HIT NEW 
PITT HIGH WITH $37,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 





“Bloomer Girl” hung up a new 
high for the season at the Nixon 
last week, and also best biz that 


house has done in a flock of years, 


when it got around $37,000 at $3.50 | 
By curtain time, | 


there was hardly a seat left for the | 


(without tax) top. 
engagement, around 85% of the/| 
seats having been disposed of via | 
mail orders even before the window 

sale opened 

Could easily have stayed two 

and maybe even three, but it 

night (9) for “Student 

paying its annual visit 


“ eek > 
n 
I ince,’ 
re, 


Mister’ 33G Click, 
Hub; ‘Alley’ 176, 
‘Yankee 236 


came out last 
P 





Lucasta’ 22G, Detroit; 


‘Student Prince’ 16G 


Detroit, Dec. 10. 


“The Student Prince” ended _ its 
two-week stay at the Cass with a 
good $16,000, somewhat down from 


the $18.000 opening week. The drop 


was attributed to the coal strike 
and increased Christmas shopping. 


Take was for nine performances al 
$2.50 top. 

At the Shubert-Lafayette “Anna 
Lucasta” did good business on its 
closing stanza with $22,000, as com- 
pared with $25,000 the first week 
The show was offered nine times 
during the week at top of $3.30. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Dec. 9-21) 


“Anna Lucasta” — Davidson, Mil. 


| (9-14); Lyric, Mpls. (16-21). 


Boston, Dec. 10. 


Arrival of “Call Me Mister” at the 
Shubert last week brought with it 
plenty of oldtime biz not’ seen 
around here for a musical since 

|“Annie” left town. “Mary Had a Lit- | 


| tie’ opened against it at the Copley 
and is doing all right though not | 
very warmly received critically. | 
“Twilight Alley” also didn’t make 
too much of an impression. 

Week also saw premiere of Wil- 


“The Voice of the Turtle,”” Mofosco | 


(140th week) (C-939; $3.60). Dipped, 
as did other long-run attractions, but 
still okay with around $9,500, 

“Three to Make Ready,” 
(40th week) (R-1,434; $4.80). 


Adelphi 


Making | 


excellent stay of it, and still making | 


last week's pace slowed a 


| bit: midweek matinee cancelled and 


gross dropped under $18,000. 
“Years Ago,” Mansfield (Ist week) 


|did a 


(C-1,001: $4.80). Got very good press | 


and takings first seven times, 
$21,500, indicates a click. 
REVIVALS 


“Henry VIII,” “What Every Wom- 


and laugh show continues to sell out | an Knows,” and “John Gabriel Bork- 


$21,000. 
“Call Me Mister,” National (34th | 
week) (R-1,164: $6). Has what 


(Sth week) 
American Repertory 


International 
$4.20). 


man,” 
173: 


it | Theatre readying “Androcles and the 


takes. as proved by regularity with | Lion,” which wil! be added to rep 


which 
$32,500. 

“Carousel,” Majestic (86th 
(M-1,667; $6). 
benefited by 


week) 
One musical doubtless 
paucity of new 


capacity is registered; sieal 





tune | Booth 


next week; business for first three 
re ‘ivals fairly good; $14,500 esti- 
mated. 


“Playboy of the Western World,” 
(7th week) (CD-712; $4.80). 


shows but last week takings skidded | Has been slipping after fairly strong 


to $30,000. * 

“Christopher Blake,” Music Box 
(Ist week) (D-979; $4.80). 
parties counted in takings quoted at 
nearly $24,000; matinees bit under 
capacity but nights big. 

“Dream Girl,” Coronet (D-1,037: 
$4.20). Final and 43d week: has done 
very well; will be combined with 
Chicago cast for touring; $14,500. 

“Happy' Birthday,” | Broadhurst 
(6th week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). One of 
several clicks graced by femme stars 
that have come in this fall: cinch 
for summer, or longer; $30,500. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (110th week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Very little affected 
and aimed through another summer: 
around $18,000, and still cleaning up. 

“Icetime,” Center (25th week) (R- 
2,994: $2.40). Somewhat affected but 
will clean up during holidays; skat- 
ing revue around $34,000 claimed. 

“If the Shoe Fits,” Century (1st 
week) (M-1,712: $4.80). Panned se- 
verely: got $14,500 in first four times. 

“Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (3d 
week) (D-1,331; $4.80). Smash drama 
should sell out for months to come; 
quoted over $32,500, with huge de- 
mand in agencies. 

“Land’s End,” Playhouse (D-865; 
$4.80). Presented by Paul Feigay and 
George Somnes:, adapted by Thomas 
Job from novel by Mary Ellen Chase: 
only premiere this week; opens to- 
night ,(11). 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (366th 
week) (C-613; $3.60). Went off slight- 
ly last week, when takings approx- 
imated $8,500: but run leader on way 
to new record. 

“Made in Heaven,” Miller (7th 
week) (C-940: $4.20). Doing very 
well, and with few new laugh plays 
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LIGHT BOARD | 
FOR SALE | 


18 Outlets—-12 (1000w) Dimmers 


$900.00 (Portable) 


(Made by Century) 
Call MU. 2-5140 before 11 A.M. 
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Theatre | 





start: closing definitely Jan. 4; under 
$11,000. 

“Lady Winderm=re’s Fan,” Cort 
(8th week) (C-1,064: $4.20). Report- 
edly very little affected for one of 
best revivals, which got nearly $22,- 
000 last week. 

“Cyrano de Bergerac,’ Barrymore 
(9th week) (CD-1,096; $4.80). An- 
other highly rated revival but went 
off to around $16,500; however, may 
span winter. 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (48th week) 
(M-1,628; $6). Final four weeks an- 
nounced, which may up attendance; 
last week did estimated $33,000. 

“The Red Mill,” 46th Street (58th 
week) (M-1,319; $4.80). Eased off to 
around $25,000, but should recover 
later this month; slated through win- 
ter. 


(1,- | 


over | 


liam Gerhardi play, “I Was a King 
in Babylon,” by the Veteran’s The- | 
ater Workshop of Harvard Univ., 
mentioned as a Broadway possibili- 
ty. Play not especially liked by 
crix, however, who couldn't see the | 
possibilities. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Apple of His Eye,’ Plymouth | 
(1,200; $3.60). Second and _ final 
week of Guild-Theater Society show | 
very good $15,500 estimated, 
eight performances. Moved out Sat. 
(7) to make way for “Eagle Ram- 
pant.” now current. 
“Born Yesterday.” Wilbur 
$3.60). Holiday week put 


(1,200; 
it up just 


| above estimated $16,000, big on tenth 


week, 
“Call Me Mister, Shubert (1,590: 
$4.20). Long-awaited revue hit it 


from the outset with a very big es- 
timated $33,000 on eight perform- 
ances. Figure a five-week stand on 
basis of advance. 


“Magnificent Yankee,” Colonial 
(1,500; $3.60). Third week of Guild- 
Theater Society show still in high 


gear for a huge estimated $23,000. 
Final week current. 

“Mary Had a Littie,” Copley 
(1,100; $3.00). Got expected recep- 
tion but has its own audience and 
did a mild $9,500, estimated. 

“Twilight Alley,” Opera House 
(2,900: $4.20). Opened Tues. (3) but 
wasn’t too much appreciated by 
crix who figured it only half-cooked 
at this point. But biz isn’t too bad 
with an estimated $17,000 on seven 
performances. Second week cur- 





‘Big Two’ Bags 166, Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 10. 

“The Big Two,” brought in by 
Elliott Nugent and Robert Mont- 
gomery to Ford’s here last week, 
managed to overcome a bad recep- 
tion from local crix with pre-sold 
portion as first of five plays promised 
under American Theatre Society- 
Guild subscription, the reason for a 
good $16,000 total. 

Barbs from the press let Theatre 
Guild have it as well for foisting an 
untried opus on its customers who 
were given a rather rough going- 
over last year and responded in 
lessened numbers for this season’s 
rep. 

In currently is “Bloomer Girl,” 
practically all sold out before open- 
ing night curtain. 


‘Okla.’ 3314G, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Dec. 10. 
Biz for “Oklahoma” is booming 





despite continued picketing of house 
by Negro organizations. Indications 


point to a $110,000 gross for the 
three-week stand. Initial stanza 
wound up Saturday (7) at the 


American with approximate $33,500 
gross. 


It was absolute capacity for eight 





performances with 1,700-seat house 
scaled to $4.27. 





“BLOSSOM” 10G, BUFFALO 
Buffalo, Dec. 10. 

Actual and psychological 
outs whittled grosses for “Blossom 


| Time” at the Erlanger last week. 
Full week’s engagement at $3 at-! Horton 


tracted a fair $10,000. 


brown- | ber, 


\ 


rent with one more after that. 


‘ICE FOLLIES’ $92,000; 
‘TURTLE’ 9G, NEW HAVEN 


New: Haven, Dec. 10. 
Road troupe of “Voice of the 
Turtle’ came back to the scene of 
the play’s original preem in 1943 at 





Shubert here. Reception was fair 
enough and drew an_e estimated 


$9,000, at $3.60 top on four shows 
(5-7). Earlier 


in the week, Ballet 
Theatre did a_ three-performance 
stand that wa: well received ar- 


tistically but just slipped over the 
line into black figures. 

“Ice Follies,” playing 
stand at Arena 
through with 


its 
(2-8), 


annual 
crashed 
complete sellout 


on 
nine performances. At a $3.60 (tax 
incl.) top show dic an _ estimated 


paren $92,000 for the single week's 
Diz. 





| Louisville 


|Town Hall, Toledo 
| Gr. Rapids (16); Parkway, Madison 











‘Eagle’ Rampant 29G, D.C. 


Washington, Dec. 109. 

Despite mixed critical and* public | 
reaction to the French import, town 
went for Tallulah Bankhead in Jean | 
Cocteau’s “Eagle Rampant” for ca- | 
pacity $29,000 last week. 

“Love Goes to Press,” 
Gelhorn-Virginia Cowles comedy, | 
checked in at National yesterday 
(9), “Magnificent Yankee” plays a 
one-week return here next week 
(16), with “Up in Central Park” 
filling the holiday slot for three 
weeks, starting Dec. 23. 


Martha | 








‘PARK’S’ GREAT 32G, INDPLS. | 
Indianapolis, Dec. 10. | 
“Up In Central Park” grossed a | 
terrific $32,000 at 1,500-seat English | 
in eight performances at $4.80 top 
Dec. 2-7, with standees at most per- | 
formances. Figure was tops for | 
local legiter for 20 years. 
House is now set through Decem- | 
with Blackstone here current- | 
ly, “Blossom Time” 16-18, “Student | 
Prince” 25-28 and Edward Everett | 
in “Springtime for Henry” | 

week of Dec. 30, 











“Apple of His Eye”—Metropolitan, 
Prov. (9); Aud., Hartford (10-11); 
Shubert, N Haven (12-14); Ply- 
mouth, Worcester (16): Court Sq.. 
Springfield (17-18); Strand, Utica 
(19). 

Ballet Theatre— Erlanger, Buff. (9- 
11): Hartman, Col, (12-14); Aud., 
(18-21). 

“Big Two”—Walnut, Philly (9-21) 

“Blackouts of 1946”"—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (9-21), 

Blackstone—English, Indpls. (9-14); 


| Mem. Hall, Dayton (15-21). 


| 


| 


“Bloomer Girl”—Ford's, Balto. (9- | 


14): Forrest, Philly (16-21) 
“Blossom Time” — Hanna, Cleve. 


| (9-14); English, Indpls. (16-21), 


“Born Yesterday” — Wilbur, Bost. 


| (9-21). 
| 


“Burlesque” — Shubert-Lafayette, 
Det. (9-21). 


“Call Me Mister”—Shubert, Bost 
(9-21). 

“Carmen Jones”—Coliseum, Sioux 
| Falls (10); Aud., Denver (12-14); 


Aud., Pueblo (15); Aud., St. Joseph 
(17). 

“Come On Up”—Coliseum, Evans- 
ville (9): Aud., Louisville (10); 
(11-14); Keith’s, 


(17). 

“Temper the Wind” (“Drums 
Peace” )—Opera House, Newark 
14): Ford's, Balto. (16-21). 

“Eagle Rampant”—Plymouth, Bost. 
(9-21). 

Bost. (9-21). 

“Hamlet” — Erlanger, Chi (9-14); 
Orpheum, Davenport (16); Radio, 
Des Moines (17); Omaha, Omaha 
(18): Music Hall, K. C. (19-21). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (9-21) 

“Life With Father”’—Biltmore, L. 
A. (9-14). 

“Love Goes to Press’’—Nat'l, Wash. 
(9-14); Nixon, Pitt. (16-21). 

“Lute Song’—Curran, Frisco (9- 
21). 

“Magnificent Wankee” — Colonial, 
Bost. (9-14); Nat'l, Wash. (16-21). 

“Mary Had a Little”’—Copley, Bost. 
(9-21) 

“Oklahoma!”—American, St. Louis 
(9-21). 

“Pygmalion”—Selwyn, Chi. (9-21). 

“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Chi. 
(9-21). 

“Springtime for Henry”—His Ma- 
jesty’s, Mont’l (9-14); Royal Alex., 
Toronto (16-21). 

“State of the Union”—Metropoli- 
tan, Seattle (9-21). 

“State of the Union”’—Blackstone, 
Chi. (9-21). 

“Street Scene” — Shubert, Philly 
(16-21). 

“Student Prince”—Nixon, Pitt. (9- 
14); Virginia, Wheeling (16); Shea’s, 
Jamestown (17). 

“Sweethearts”—Opera House, Chi. 
(9-14); Hanna, Cleve. (16-21), 

“Temporary Mrs. Smith” — Royal 
Alex., Toronto (9-14). 

“The Glass Menagerie”’—Arcadia, 
Wichita (9); Aud., Topeka (10); 
Omaha, Omaha (11); Radio, Des 
Moines (12); Towa, Cedar Rapids 
(13); Parkway, Madison (14); David- 
son, Mil. (16-21). 

“Toplitzky of Notre Dame”—For- 
rest, Philly (9-14). 

“Tobacco Road” — Shubert. N. 
Haven (9-11); Rajah, Reading (12); 
Lyric, Allentown (13-14), 

“Twilight Alley” (“Beggar's Holi- 
day” )—Opera House, Bost. (9-21). 

“Up in Central Park”—Cass, Det. 
(9-21). 

“Voice of the Turtle”’—Aud., Beau- 
mont (9); Aud., Shreveport (10); 
Aud., Little Rock (11); Aud., Mem- 
phis (12-14); Michigan, Jackson (16); 
Aud., N. Orleans (18-21), 

“Voice of the Turtle”’—Court Sq., 
Springfield (9-11); Lyric, Bridgeport 
(12-14); Metropolitan, Prov, (16-18). 
“Wonderful Journey” — Locust. 
lilly (16-21). 
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Chi B.0. Pace Steady; ‘Norway’ 346, 
Pygmalion’ 226, Sweethearts’ 386 


Chicago, Dec. 10. 
| 


Although biz here is far from 
| sensational, a steady pace was main- 
} tained at the b.o.’s during the week. 
Announcement of coal strike ending 
| Saturday afternoon brought a heavy 
|}spurt over weekend, saving the day 


for most shows 

Two openings last week brought 
“Pygmalion” into the Selwyn and 
“Song of Norway” to the Shubert. 


Neither has done really big biz yet" 
although long runs are expected. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Hamlet,” Erlanger (2nd week) 
(1,334; $4.20). Slight drop to $17.500. 
“Harvey,” Harris (18th week) (1 - 
246; $4.20). Perked up more than 
any show in town, with $23,000 
“Pygmalion,” Selwyn (1,000: $4.20). 


Opened Monday (2) for pretty fair 
first week biz with $22,000. 

“Song of Norway,” Shubert (2,100: 
| $4.80). Opened Tuesday (3) with 
good notices but $34,000 was less 


than anticipated. 
“State of The Union,” Blackstone 
(31st week) (1,358: $4.20). Consistent 


with $20,000, 

“Sweethearts,” Opera House (8rd 
week) (3,800: $4.20). About same as 
last week, $38,000. 





Toplitzky’ 136 
‘Smith 6!4G Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 10. 


Legit biz eased off last week de- 


| spite the fact only three houses were 


lighted as against five a couple of 
| weeks ago. Adverse notices hurt 


| third 


| musical 





two of the three entries while the 
“Dear Ruth’—was_ winding 
up a disappointing local stay of four 
weeks at the Locust. Final 
was a wishy-washy $9,000 

The crix weren't kindly, on the 
whole, to “Toplitzky of Notre Dame.” 
Which opened Tuesday at 
the Forrest. Result was that show 
which had had mediocre advance 
sale developed no b.o. strength and 
was lucky to collect $13,000. Vinton 
Freedley’s production of the new 
comedy, “The Temporary’ Mrs. 
Smith,” in its second and final week 
at the Walnut, also went no place 
fast, suffering from, unfavorable 
opening notices previous week. Got 
feeble $6,500. 

This week’s three newcomers are 
spaced out over a four-day span. 
“The Big Two” opened last night (9) 
at the Walnut where it will play 
two weeks on ATS. subscription. 
Tonight (10), “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
the new musical produced by Lee 
Sabinson, makes its delayed bow at 
the Erlanger. “Wonderful Journey” 
opens Thursday (12) for a nine-day 
stay at the Locust: Last-named is 
Theron Bamberger production tried 
out last summer by Bucks County 
Playhouse group under title of 
“Heaven Can Wait.” 


‘FATHER’ DULL 746 IN 
L. A. PRE-YULE SLUMP 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 
Pre-Christmas slump was on here 
last week. “Life With Father” re- 
turned for its fifth stand in town 
at the Biltmore and chalked up a 
weak $7,500 after coolish notices. 
Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1946” 
took its seasonal dip in matinee 
business and slid slightly to $16,700 
for the 233rd frame at El Capitan. 

“Macbeth” wound up its first full 
frame at El Patio and collected fair 


session 


$4,000, thanks to half-price tickets 
for students. Ballet Russe at the 
Philharmonic reported a drop-off 


from last year’s business at the same 
house, but no figures were given. 


‘ ’ 
Carmen’ 18G, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 
“Carmen Jones” did very big $18,- 
000 for two nights and matinee in 
4,500-seat Auditorium at $3.60 top, 
but business was hurt by unsuita- 
bility of house and verv poor acous- 
tics. Plus one nighters, week’s gross 
to $36,000. 
It was show's second Twin-City 
engagement, having played St. Paul 
last season. 


‘MENAGERIE’ 8146, DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 10. 

Fine gross of $8,500 for three per- 
formances was done by “Glass 
Menagerie” in the 3,27l-seat audi- 
torium here last week, with a $3.60 
top. 

“Carmen 
week. 


Jones” is here this 


‘Skate Vanities’ 75G, K. C. 
Kansas City, Dec. 10. 

“Skating Vanities of 1947,” play- 
ing eight days and six performances 
here ending Nov. 30, grossed $75,000 
on $2.50 scale at 8,000-seater Munici- 
pal Auditorium. 

Show tours south from here, stop- 
ping at Oklahoma City, Houston and 
Wichita before heading west. 
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Stery Contest NSG So Far 


Writer fellowship awards for news- 
paper and magazine scripters, an- 
nounced last June by Farrar, Straus 
& Co, and 20th-Fox, has been un- 
productive to date, with not a single 


one of more than 500 manuscripts so | 


far submitted judged worthy of an 


aw ard. 

Spokesmen for Farrar, Straus 
declared that many of the writers 
eligible for the fellowships 
don’t have time to work on thei: 


scripts because of their other com- 
mitments and so decided to allow 
unfinished books to be eligible. In- 
completed mss. are to be considered 
when submitted with a minimum of 
three completed chapters and a com- 
plete outline of the balance of the 
work. Deadline for the awards has 
not yet been set, and the publishers 
declared they're confident of receiv- 
ing several hundred more works be- 
fore the end of the ycar 

Writers winning an award receive 
$13,500 for approved work, with a 
possible $150,000 total if the book is 


accepted by 20th for filming. Books 
are being judged by Farrar, Straus 
editors and 20th’s eastern story de- 
partment 


Town & Country’s 100th Anni 

Town & Country's the De- 
cember 348-page edition, contains a 
history of its evolution from an eight- 
page sheet in 1846 to its present form 
as one of the country’s leading slick 
monthly publications. Mag, whose 
circulation jumped from 25,000 to 
40.000 during this year, is running 
off 10,000 extra copies of the cen- 
tennial issue with a newsstand price 
of $1. 

Among the 94 pages of text—the 
other 254 pages are ads—editor-in- 
chief and drama critic Harry Bull, 
anent some comments of Eugene 
O'Neill’s “The Iceman Cometh,” 
turns his verbal froster on some 
other members of the N. Y. Critics’ 
Circle who didn’t like the play. Says 
Bull, in singling out John Mason 
Brown, Howard Barnes and John 
Chapman: “The cold shivers that 


"T 


issue, 


several critical spines are a 
commentary on the softness to which 
the tepid breezes of recent curtain- 
raisers have accustomed them....Not 
a hard word has been said by a pro- 
found thinker or a major creative 
artist for several Broadway years.” 

Other features in the issue include 
series of color prints, old photos and 
reprints from earlier issues. 


Sherwood’s Hopkins Book 

Robert Sherwood will devote most 
of this year to completing “The War 
Record of Harry Hopkins” which 
May emerge as a two-volume book 
for Harper’s publication, in associa- 
tion with Crowell-Collier which will 
serialize it. This is the work the 
late statesman started. 

Sherwood has all the elaborate 
notes dating from 1937 when Presi- 
dent Roosevelt urged that we “quar- 
antine the aggressors.” 

Sid James Upped 

Sid James, head of the Hollywood 
bureau of Time and Life mags, has 
been called east and upped to ass'’t. 
Managing editor spot in Life. 

Top spot in Hollywood will be 
filled by James Parton who takes 


over the job of supervising layouts | 


and digging for story material in 
the studios. 





Rochester Blackout 
Typo strike which left Rochester, 
N. Y., without a daily newspaper 
went into its fifth week with no 
signs of a break on either side 
despite union's offer of a statewide 
wage program for Gannett news- 
papers, Predictions were current 
that the “blackout” of news and ad- 


vertising would extend into the new 
year, 


~~ ' 
Stores were crowded despite lack 


of holiday ads (except by radio, mail 
and The Rochester Sun, weekly 
shopping news hypoed to semi- 
weekly). Theatre business was 
Spotty, but Paramount's Century 
playing “Two Years Before the 


Mast” broke all house records and | 


the Regent playing “Margie” in 
third week, on a moveover policy 
fell just short of doing likewise. y 

Many people did without news- 
papers, even losing interest in the 
Comics posted daily on the windows 
of newspaper offices and bulletin 
boards of some downtown theatres 
Others bought out-of-town papers, 


Which at first sold as high as 15 | 


cents daily and 35 cents or more 
Sundays, but returned to normal 
When the public balked. The Phila- 


he Iceman’ has sent up and down | 
biting | 


delphia Record tried sending in 
huge quantities of papers, but there 
were few takers, and the Buffalo 
Courier-Express and PM became 
principal filler-ins. 

Radio stations did their utmost to 
!{make good on publishers’ oft-ex- 
pressed fears of competition, adding 


| 
| 


| many news programs and finding no} 


difficulty in getting sponsors. Listen- 
ers lacking the air schedules carried 
dailies were further aided 
WHAM spotted its news pro- 
“every hour on the hour. 


by the 
whnen 
| grams 


Philly’s Radio ‘Iron Curtain’ 
| Over 400 striking pickets at the 
| Philadelphia Record tried to halt 
| delivery of yesterday's (Tues.) edi- 
j tions, to mark first trouble in the 
| 34-day-old strike of the Newspaper 
a Four pickets were arrested 
|}on disorderly conduct charges. 
| Meanwhile, the Guild took a ver- 
bal blast at Philadelphia radio sta- 
tions—accusing them of erecting an 
“iron curtain” —in an editorial in 
“The Guild Striker,” a daily bulletin 
which the Guild is publishing during 
the strike of the Philadelphia Record 
|and Camden Courier-Post papers. 
The editorial said, in part: 
“The ‘iron curtain’ here is a con- 
| Spiracy of silence to keep the public 
| from learning the employees’ 
of the story of the strike. 
how that ‘iron curtain’ works. 
| weeks the Newspaper 
tried to buy radio time to 
story. The Guild was refused 
time at all. Not even a spot at 2 a.m 
| for sale—to the employees.” . 
The editorial pointed out 
WCAU is owned by the Record, 
WFIL by the Inquirer, and WPEN 
by the Evening Bulletin, and added. 
“Whatever their other differences, 
they make common cause against the 
Guild.” The Guild pointed out that 
the only station in the area to sell 
them time was WCAM, Camden’s 
municipally-owned station. The 
Guildsmen also said they attempted 
to buy advertising space in the non- 
struck papers, without success. 





Here's 
Two 


Guild 


ago 


Feteing Dorothy Larimore 
Dorothy Larimore is retiring as 
publicity head of Doubleday, Louise 
Thomas shifting over from Garden 
City Books to succeed her. Jerry 
Brady joins the dept., and (Miss) 





the Literary Guild. Benn Hall, ex- 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce, is leaving 
Doubleday in February to start his 
own book-publicity organization 





accounts. 

A. Milton Runyon, 
veepee of the company, is hosting at 
a Stork Club cocktailery for the de- 
parting Miss Larimore next week. 

Melvin Evans, back from the serv- 
ice, who has been doing Garden 
City editorial work, also resumes 
at the helm of publicity, vice Miss 
| Thomas. 


Post-Dispatch’s Record Biz 
The Sunday (1) issue of the St. 





| Louis Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer) estab- | 


| lished a new advertising volume rec- 
/ord when more than 
of paid advertising was carried in 
_ 180 pages of which 128 were black 
| and white, 40 pages on rotogravure, 
and 12 pages in rotogravure comics. 
| Previous high record, 969 columns, 
| was established in the 50th 
| issue on Dec. 9, 1928. 
| —- 
| Sarah Rollitts’ Dumas Grab 
| Coming on heels of the recent dis- 
|eovery by Parisian literary archeol- 
| ogists of an unpublished story by 
| Alexander Dumas, entitled “The Red 
| Sphinx,” New York literary agent 
|Sarah_ Rollitts reports that she 
| nabbed all rights to the work exclu- 


|sively, including book publication, 
|mag serialization and world film 
| rights 

According to Paris newspapers, | 


Dumas gave the book to a Russian 
| nobleman in 1865, whose descendants 
| returned it to Paris after the Bolshe- 
iviks kicked them out following the 
| Russian Revolution. 


CHATTER 

Max Karant new editor of Flying, 
| Ziff Davis mag. 
Arthur Kober due back from 
| Hollywood chore next week. 

The Arthur Moss’ “The Legend of 
the Latin Quarter” just published 
| “Lo! the Former Egyptian” is the 
| working title of H. Allen Smith's 
next humorous book. 
Sid Carroll returned to his Es- 
| quire mag office in Hollywood after 
eastern story huddles. 
| Frank Morgan collecting old pho- 


his 


| 
| 


with that firm as one of his major | 
| Rocky 
advertising 
| holes in it. 
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tographs to illustrate his new book, 
“Forty Years in Show Business.” 

Leo J. Margolin’s “Paper Bullets,” 
book on psychological warfare. be- 
ing given lots of extra promotion by 
publishers, Froben Press. 

“To Tell You the 
Eva Wolas, Rockefeller °43  award- 
winner, acquired by firm of Robert 
Whitehead & Oliver Rea for spring 
production 

Budd (“What Makes 
Run”) Schulberg tackles 
Sam (Goldwyn) subject, with a pro- 


file assignment from The New 
Yorke! 

Vaughn Monroe and Marcus 
Blechman, Broadway photographer, 
are profiled in January Pageant 
|Lew Ayres also discusses pacifism 
‘In article tithed “Lew Ayres Still 
Hates War.” 

Layng Martine, former circulation 


1 1c0, 


side | 


director of Leam Publishing Co., 


appointed promotion director of the 


Dell Publishing Co. Shirley Froh- 
lich, formerly in charge of reade1 
services, will assist. 


Richard Joseph, travel editor of 
Esquire, clippering to Alaska for a 
fortnight’s He has pieces on 
Brazil (Dec. issue), Uruguay, Mex- 
Argentina, Chile, Europe 
Guatemala coming up. 

Roland 
ments 


0.0 
and 


Gammon, former 
vriter for Life magazine re- 
signed Friday (9) to head up the 
eastern office for Margaret Ettinger, 
publicity rep. Gammon suceeds 
Mallett who established the Ettinger 
office last March and now heads fo) 


amuse- 


| Paris 


tell its | 
any | 


that 











10 Years Later | 











Continued from page 3 





such outdoor pictures as 20th-Fox’s 


“Smoky,” “My Friend Flicka,” Met- 
ro’s “Lassie” series, “National Vel- 
vet” and pix of similar unpretentious 


calibre, 
Switch was pointed up by one in- 
die exhib who, when asked to name 


his choice for the most likely new | 


boxoffice star of 1947, declared it 


| would in all probability be either a 


| horse or a dog. 


Some of the rural- 


| ite exhibs to whom VARIETY’s roving 


Jay Tower continues as pub head of | 


|attributed the demand for oaters to | 
the fact that “people like best what | 


| however; 


1,000 columns | 


anni | 





i lic view. 


| from troop orientation. 


|anxious to 


correspondent, Hayden Talbot, 
talked during his nationwide tour 
also put their finger on the switch | 


in the same manner. 


Theatre Owners & Managers Assn., 
for instance, declared: 

“It may come as a surprise to 
easterners to learn westerns are tops 
throughout this territory.” Gilmour 


they know most about,” and the | 
Mountain cowboy, conse- | 
quently, goes to see westerns to pick | 
Farther west, in Reno, | 
Talbot found that advance ballyhoo | 
on a picture such as David O. Selz- 
nick’s “Duel in the Sun” had got 
the whole west on its toes. It’s not! 
only westerns that the stix go for, 
its any kind of picture | 
based on an outdoor action theme. 


Major production execs, too, have 


seemingly takent cognizance of the | 


Among 
months 


resurgence of outdoof pix. 
the top grossers in recent 
have been such pictures as Par- 
amount’s “Two Years Before the 
Mast.” 20th’s “My Darling Clemen- 
tine.” “Smoky,” ete., and even more 
are slated for production in 1947. 











Atrocity Films 


Continued from page 3 








up with current propaganda aimed 
at making the Russians rather than 
the Nazis the villians with the 
American public. 


Some of the footage involved was 
shot by the Army Signal Corps, 
while other parts 
Portions of the material, edited into 
short documentaries, was available 
for a time for exhibition in theatres, 


| clubs, schools, ete., but now appears | 


set to fade completely from the pub- 
Initial tipoff was seen in| 
last week's order in Germany itself | 
withdrawing the pic on the Dachau | 
atrocities and “This Is Germany” 

German torture films have long 
stirred up controversy. On the one 
hand, organizations like the 
War HI group, militantly suspicious 
of a revival of German militarism, 


have urged the fullest exhibition of | 


the reels. Against this has been the 
influence of apologists and com- 
mercial interests which have been 
resume doing business 
with Germany as before. Various 
chureh bodies have also sought to 
suppress the nauseating scenes of 
corpses on the grounds that they 
would “instill hatred.” 


Truth,” play by 


Sammy | 
another | 


} this 


t 
JO 


ee em | 
| Crows called 
| for Macbeth in Scotland. The Crows had the largest Indian reservation in 


Charles R. Gil- | 
mour, prexy of the Rocky Mountain | 


. | the boy's side, sorrowfully watching the banks of the Yellowstone for the 
| 


were captured. | 


| wourth. 


World | 


| oer 


SCULLY’S SCRAPB¢ OK | 


$44664666464646004 By Frank Scully SCHFSCOSSHESHES OOH 


Army, N. D., Dec. 7. 
Ranging between North Dakota and Utah, but staying out of Missouri 
for fear of being trapped into a dying Democratic dynasty, I believe I 
have, en fin, uncovered the greatest chase in western literature, and it 
isn’t after the picture of the same name, nor Ilka either, 
It concerns a guy named James P. Beckwourth, who hunted hides, scalps 





3 
+ 
+ 
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and squaws first from Virginia to St. Louis and then to the Rockies, the 
Crow country, California and back to the Big Horn country. He is the 
only non-Indian ever to have become an Indian chief and to have led 
them undefeated in battle till he retired like Jack McAuliffe. His story 
is really one of the great unfilmed westerns 

And now while “The Chase” company is working out that wienie, let's 
set to Jim Beckwourth. The last a guy named T. D. Bonner heard of Beck- 
wourth, he was in retirement in northern California holding on to a trad- 
ing post known as Beckwourth Pass 3ut so much happened after that 
retirement that the story is really in the second feature 

Old Jim was not old Crow at all, but claimed to be the son of a Revo- 
lutionary War major. However, from oldtimers who knew him around 


Denver and from photographs, I would say he was part Negro and pos- 
sibly part French. Some even claim the phrase “Jim Crow” comes from 
Crow named Jim. Around Powder river in Wyoming, Jim’s main 
story really begins. Here I learned that a partner, Jim Bridger, had gone 
off to check on some traps when Beckwourth got caught in a Crew trap 
himself. 

While waiting for the chief, a lot of old Crows began checking up on 
the nude Beckwourth. One old squaw in particular gave him a thorough 


going over. She insisted that he was a lost Crow (Indians of a Siouxan 
tribe) and that he had been stolen from her years before. People sus- 
pected Beckwourth of several blood strains, but no old Crow 
The Origin of Moleskin Yet 
“See that mole over his teft eye?” insisted the old squaw. 


They pulled down his eye and sure enough there was the mole. This 
was the origin of the word “mole skin,’ later made famous by Jim Thorpe 
and the Carlisle Indians. 

Big Bowl, the chief, looked Jim over and okayed the birthmark 
nstead of a scalping they gave Jim 20 trained horses and a village 

It was quite possible that the horses he got were his own, because he 
had been cleaned out while trapping for General Ashley. 

At the time he received a bonus instead of a big haircut, Jim was 28, 


So 


| straight as a pine, hard as flint, with the black eyes of a cougar, the 


| smartest trapper and the surest shot in the whole Rocky Mountain area. 
Because the name had nothing to do with these characteristics, the 
him “Morning Star” after a rock that made life miserable 


the Rockies and were very friendly with the whites. That’s how Chief 
Meyers, who was a Crow, got on the Giants. The scouts told the chief 
that McGraw was a white man. 

After being trapped by the Crows, Jim Beckwourth turned from trap- 
ping to fighting, and soon began climbing to the top of the great tribe. 
He had several wives before he came upon “Pine Leaf.” She was a Crow 
Indian maiden who could fight nearly as well as he could himself. 

They changed Jim’s name from “Morning Star” to “Medicine Calf.” He 
certainly proved bad medicine from then on. Ranchers used to say there 
was “no good Indian except a dead Beckwourth.” He led a wild life fight- 
ing Arapahoes, Comanches, and Blackfeet. 

He was murder for Blackfeet who were the ace horse thieves of the 
Rockies. He covered everything from Arkansas to the Canadian border. 
He taught the Crows a single economy. They sold the skins and furs to the 
white traders and kept the horses they had stolen from same. Some of 
the steaks being sold in the Rockies today come from that same hardy 
stock of Indian ponies. 

After Beckwourth had cleaned up every alien Indian within a thousand 
miles, he pulled the old line about wanting to visit relatives in Missouri. 
| It seemed as plausible then as it does now. His white father was sup- 
| posedly still living in St. Louis. The Crows didn’t want him to go, but he 
promised he would be right back. 

What he did instead was join the U. S. Army in a war against the 
Seminoles in Florida. Returning to the Rockies after the war, he lost his 
way and before the Crows could catch up with him for being AWOL, he 
blew for New Mexico. This was the origin of the phrase, “As a Crow 
flies.” 

He worked out a Taos where he forgot about all the Indian squaws 
e had left behind him and married a Mexican senorita. But it seems 
there was some trouble going on in California at this time, and the next 
thing we knew, Jim was mixed up in the “Bear-Flag Revolution” on the 
Coast. 


Origin of Crow Bar 
At the time, governments were changing faster in California than under- 
'wear. The state had three flags in almost as many years. When the 
Americans finally hoisted the stars and stripes over the customs house at 
Monterey, Jim, the original Virginian, decided to stick around and set up 
a trading post and bar at Beckwourth Pass. This was how the word 
“crowbar” got into the language. 

It was in the High Sierras that T. D. Bonner ran on to Jim and naturally 
figured the Osine bird was about through by then. So he turned the story 
into Harper’s who published it in 1856. 

It looked like a nice smooth mahogany finish for an Indian chief, with 
Jim’s son new chief of the Crows and the boy’s mother, “Pine Leaf,” at 


old chief's return, 

Jim might have ended as Bonner left him at his trading post in Northern 
California had Colorado not suffered a gold rush in 1858. Having missed 
the original California rush in “49, Jim didn’t want to miss this one. He 
| knew Colorado better than his own book. 

He heard that Denver was already in a fever and Central City was dig- 
ging out its first billion dollars from the “richest square mile on earth.” 

This sort of news gets around. It got to Beckwourth Pass, so Jim pulled 
up his Crow bar with a crowbar and headed for Denver to set up a new 
trading post. He was 62 years old. He carried scars al) over his body, 


| but he still had that mole over his eye, and he still was hell with the 


ladies, 

Forgetting all his previous marital commitments, Jim corraled a good- 
looking woman on the high yellow side and billed her as Lady Beck- 
Bill Payne, a blacksmith, took a liking to his lordship’s lady 
and kidnapped her to a mountain cabin and then dared the old Crow to 
come and get her. 

Jim didn’t get her, but he got Payne, and then turned himself over to 
the sheriff of Jefferson County. He stood trial for the killing and was set 
free. Then he booted Lady Beckwourth out of his life and took on Sioux 
| City Sue, who was really a beautiful young squaw. 

Jim and Sue handled buffalo robes, buckskin, sugar, spice, coffee and 
calico, and for vacations he and Sioux City Sue trapped beavers along 
South Platte river. Unfortunately, they even posed for photographs. One 
of the prints got to the Crows who recognized Jim. They sent emissaries 
who begged him to come back and lead them once again as in days of old 
when Crows were bold. 

Jim demurred at first, but one of the emissaries used the old Crow bait, 
telling him his son needed smarting up and nobody could do that better 
than old Jim, though crows are supposed to be the smartest birds in the 
| biz of stealing other people’s corn. This was the origin of the word “colic- 
root” or Crow-corn, now known as “Hope humor.” The visiting Crows 
laid off any reference to “Pine Leaf,’ Jim’s faithful wife awaiting his 
return in her buffalo skin tepee. He finally consented to visit the old 
bunch. They put on a feast to end all feasts and during the party, old 
“Pine Leaf” slipped him a fatal mickey finn. She and the other squaws 
said they didn’t even want him to leave them again. 


“-* <= 
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OBITUARIES | 


LAURETTE TAYLOR ' 
Laurette Taylor, 62, legit actress 
whose fabulous career in the the- | 
atre spanned three decades, died at 
her home in New York Dec. ol 
goronary thrombosis after an illness 
of several weeks. She had been re- 
eurrently ill for several years, but 
was induced to come out of retire- 
ment by Eddie 
Dowling, actor-producet, to co-stal 
with him in “The Glass Menagerie 
ai the Playhouse, N. Y. Appearance 


two seasons ago 


won her the critics award as yest 
actress of year in VARIETYS DOX 

goore. This was her last stage ap-| 
pearance. 


Although she had starred in many 
plays during her long career in the | 
theatre, she is probably best remem- | 
bered for “Peg O' My Heart. | 
authored by her late husband J 
Martley Manners, noted play wright 
who died in 1928. Miss Taylot | 





OF MY BELOVED WIFE 


BIRDIE L. MARKS 


IN ETERNAL, LOVING MEMORY | 


December 13, 1946 | 
GARNETT A. MARKS 





preemed in “Peg” at the Cort the- 
atre, N. Y., Ow 
for two years. She toured in it 
couple more years and then took it 


to London, -where it had a run of | 


500 performances. 


During the next 15 years she ap-| 


peared in 10 of the 20 plays written 
by her husband, none of them so 
successful as “Peg.” After the death 
of her husband, who had left her a 
comfortable income, she retired from 
the stage and went on what she de- 


scribed as “the longest wake in 
history.” 
Miss Taylor was born Laura 


Cooney in New York. Despite her 
father’s antipathy towards the the- 
atre. when a youngster she tried to 
crash vaude at the old Keith's Union 
Square theatre, N. Y., as “La Belle 


Laurette” but flopped and went back | 


to school. 


In 1900 she married Charles A. | 


Taylor, author-producer of such 
lurid melos as “King of the Opium 
Ring” and “Queen of the Highway.” 
She toured one-nighters in these 
opuses, and bore two children, 
Dwight and Marguerite. The mar- 
riage ended in divorce and years 
later she married Manners. 

She made her N. Y. stage debut 
in 1903 at the Star theatre in Tay- 
lor’s production of “From Rags To 
Riches,” which starred Joseph Sant- 
ley, then billed as “America’s Great- 
est Boy Actor” and now a Holly- 
wood producer. 

Miss Taylor wrote several plays 
herself. but failed to interest pro- 
ducers in them. She had also writ- 
ten many articles on the theatre. 
and last year began work on a book 
of reminiscences and sketches un- 


der the title, “Stars That Have 
Crossed Mine.” 
On news of his mother’s death, 


Dwight Taylor planed in from Holly- 
wood to take charge of funeral 
arrangements, Private funeral serv- 


ice will be held this afternoon 
(Wed.) at the Campbell Funeral 
Church, N. Y. She will be buried 


beside her second husband, J. Hart- 
ley Manners, at Woodlawn Cemetery. 





LEN D. HOLLISTER 

Len D. Hollister, 62, actor and 
playwright, who had appeared in 
many Broadway productions, died in 
New York, Dec. 4. 

Born in Denver, he started his 
stage career with the Blitch Gardens 
stock company there. He later came 
to New York and made his Broad- 
way bow in Charles Frohman’s pro- 
duction of “Heart of a Thief.” He 
last appeared in 1944, in “Violet,” 
ai the Belasco theatre, N. Y. 

Among other productions in which 
he appeared were “Back Seat Driv- 
ers,” which he staged; “This Man’s 
Town,” “Granite,” George M. Cohan’s 


“Return of the Vagabond,” “The 
Life of Reilly.” “Decision,” ana 


“Sleep No More.” 

He was author of the radio serial, 
“The Hollisters,” in which he acted 
for many weeks; the stage play. “The 
House Unguarded,” and, with his 
wife, Leona Stephens, he collabo- 
rated on the comedy. “The Morning 
After.” produced at the Hudson the- 
atrve, N. Y., in 1925. 

His widow survives him. 





MARY ELLISON PHILLIPS 
Mary Ellison Pijiligs. 35, foymer 
actress, and wife of Sidney Phillips. 


in 1912, where show ran | 
a 


Metro home office talent exec, died | 
Sunday (8) of a cerebral hemorrhage 
after a brief illness. 


Mrs. Phillips, who invariably at- 
tended first nights with her hus- 
band, had an indicated attack of 

|ptomaine but fel improved on 
Saturday. 

As May Ellison she appeared 
several C, B. Dillinghan ! ‘als 
and was also in vauce | tI 
Sally Fisher in the. sket« “The 
Choir Rehearsal.” 

Tom Robinson, a so ar fe ie 
marriage, is an attorne wit 
Metro's legal staf} Se ( lb 
held today (11) at the Cl of the 
Blessed Sacrament, 10 a.m. 

——-— | 
AUSTIN BRYAN FENGER 

Austin Bryan Fenger. 46, radio 

commentator, died at his home in 


San Francisco, Dec. 5, after a heart | 
attack. He had been planning to 
join the Navy's Antarctic expedition 
under Admiral Richard Byrd. | 
Prior to entering radio via Station 


KSPO, San Francisco, in 1941, he | 
| had been in the advertising bi ess. | 
He started as farm editor of that | 
station and in 1944 became head of 


its news and special events depart- | 
ments. 

Survived 
| dren, 


by widow and two chil 


JERRY MARA 
Jerry Mara, 50, veteran radio pro- 
ducer, died in Los Angeles Dec. 5, 


| 
| 


following a brain.operation. After a 
career of newspaper reporting in 
| San Francisco, he branched into 


radio and later moved to Holly wood. 
During the war he produced the 
. “Treasury Star Parade” series and 





} at war’s end moved over to the 
| D'Arcy agency as producer of the | 
| Morton Downey show: In Holly- | 
| wood the past year he wrote and| 
produced spot announcements for 
| picture companies. 
| His widow survives 
‘liaise 
JEROME B. FLYNN 

Jerome B. Flynn, 63, veteran 
Broadway theatre treasurer, died | 


| Dec. 2 at his home in Brooklyn, N. Y. 





In Loving Memory 
| MAUREEN RIO (DOHMEN) 
DEC, 11th, 1945 


Surrounded by friends T am lonesome, 
of my joys | am blue, 


in the midst 
With a smile on my face I've a heart- 


ache; longing, my darling, for you. 


MOTHER. 





At the time of his death, he was 
treasurer of Times Hall, N. Y., hav- 
ing held that post since 1944. 

Earlier in his eareer he had man- 
aged theatres and also was company 
manager for productions of George 
M. Cohan and George White among 
others. He was a life member of the 
Treasurers Club of America. 

Survived by widow and stepson, 

OTTO E. OLMSTEDE 

Otto E. Olmstede, 53, nightclub 
operator and former mayor of El 
Centro, died Dec. 6 at his home in 
Los Angeles, following a heart at- 
| tack. 





HAL RAYNOR 

Rey. Henry Scott Rubel, 44, who 
| under professional name of Hal 
| 


Raynor, had written comedy mate- 
rial and songs, died Dec. 4 in Glen- 
dora, Calif. 

| Further details in Radio section. 


} LEE HULLING 
Lee Hulling, 47, Metro film sales- 
man and brother of Mel Hulling, dis- 
tributor, died in Los Angeles Dec. 9. 
Hulling had been in the Metro sales 
office for several years. 


MME. SUZETTE CARSELL 
Mme. Suzette Carsell, 70, vet vaude 
performer, died Dec. 7 

Ariz, after a prolonged illness. 
She had done a musical act in 
vaude for years and came out of re- 


| vice-president 


tresses, died Dee. 6 at her home in 
Brentwood Park, Cal. She was the 
widow of Philip Nash, early 
ciate of B. F. Keith in vaudeville. 

Mother, 80, of Phil Reisman, RKO 
in charge of foreign 
distribution and Burt Reisman, com- 
pany’s Yenezuela manager, died in 
St. Paul, Saturday, Dec. 7. Survived 
by five children. 


Sister, 56, of Raoul Walsh, Holly- 
wood director, and former wife of 
Willie Hoppe, billiards champion, 
lied Dec. 9 in Santa Monica, Calif 
She leaves two children and anothe 
brothel 


Mrs. Ethel Mack, wife of Dick | 


asso- 














into his background and shows that 
jhe got into the unsavory business 
| because of environment and the so- 
ciological influences to which he 
was subjected: “Anna Zenger” by 
Kent Cooper, which deals with free- 
|dom of the press, has been bought 
iby an undisclosed indie, reported to 
!be Joseph Bernhard, and “Focus” 
iby’ Arthur Miller with an = anti- 
Semitism theme been acquired 
| by the King Bros. 








has 





Hollywood Yens 
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Mystery Writers’ association. Klinger 
guided him in working out the 98. 
page original which the studio ac. 
cepted. 


Coal Strike Ebb 


————— (Continued from 


L. 














page 1 





Lewis turned the lights back on. 


| Now bonifaces say that nitery trade 


Except for the timing, there’s no | 
evidence that the stories were ac- 
quired as a result of the flood of 


criticism of Hollywood which started 
| with Samuel Goldwyn’s recent beef 
ithat American films were falling 
behind because—with few exceptions 
they have nothing to say and lack 
significance. Both Fox and Par deals 
were inked within a short time after 
Goldwyn's blast and, incidentally, 
about the time of Darry] F. Zanuck’s 
bitter reply to the indie producer. 
One of the strongest of the “sig- 
nificant’ yarns coming up is “Earth 
and High Heaven,” Gwethalyn 
Graham's novel about anti-Sem- 





Mack, producer of the Joan Davis 
show, died in Hollywood Monday 
(9) after a long illness, 

Father, 44, of Veronica Lake, died 
in Hollywood, Dec. 8, following a 
| heart attack, he had been a news- 
paper artist, 

Mother of George McLain, of the | 
United Booking Office staff, died 
i} Sunday (8). 

Norma Talmadge to Dr. Carvel 
James, Las Vegas, Nev., Dec. 4 
| Bride is for..er fitm star. 

Helene Seifter to Sanford Korn, 
|New York, Dec. 8. Groom is with] 
| 20th-Fox ad dept. 

Rosamonde James to Kit Carson, | 


Las Vegas, Nov. 27. Bride and groom 
are screen players. 


Belva Lewis to Dwight Long, 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. Groom is an 
assistant film producer. 

Shirley Stevenson to Elliott W 
Plowe, Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. Bride's a 
former showgirl. 

Bernice Lutz to Melvin Katz, 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. Groom’s asst. 


mgr. of WB's Sheridan Square the- 
atre. 

Tracy Collier to Paul 
Chicago, Dec. 4. Groom 
writer: bride is actress. 

Dodi Georgette Fraser to Lester 
Lees, Chicago, Nov. 27. Groom is 
head of Chi branch of Mutual Music 
Co. 


Salvatori, 


is song- 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles MacDonald, 
son, in York, Pa. Nov. 29. Father is 


owner of the Southern theatre there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Chester Hylton, 
daughter, Kansas City. Nov. 30. 
Father is booker for Fox Midwest 


in that city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Chernoff. Mon- 
treal, daughter, 


Dec. 4. Father is 
head of local PRC branch. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Dodson, son, 


Hollywood, Dec. 3. Father is a mu- 
sician. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Mansfield, son, 
New York, Dec. 6. Mother is play- 
wright Jacqueline Susan; father is 
radio producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Frankenberg, son, 
Los Angeles, Dec, 4. Mother is sec- 
retary to George Bagnall at United 
Artists. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Goldstein, 
daughter, Gloversville, N. Y.. Nov. 
25. Father is film buyer for the 
Schine Circuit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Artur 
son, Hollywood, Dec. 8. 
concert pianist. 


Show Biz Ballyhoo 
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Rubenstein, 
is 


Father 














meet here, attended by toppers from 
all media, Clark outlined a plan to 
send a number of documents around 
the country in ’47 in a special train 
under armed guard. 

Plan to bring history to the 
people by throwing open the mu- 
seum-on-wheels in many U. S. spots. 
Media reps pledged full support and 
confab broke up after Clark said 


is 





the Government will appoint 


from the media to work with him. 
| Attending the meet in behalf of 
| the film industry were Barney Bala- 


| properties around 


i which 





a | 


ban, Paramount prexy: Eric John- 
ston, Motion Picture Assn. prez.: 
| Donald Nelson, head of the Society 
|of Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers; Abram F, Myers, general 
;counsel for National Allied States 
Exhibitors: and Lewen Pizor. Phila- 
delphia exhib. 

Niles Trammell. NBC prexy; Just- 


tirement to embark on a_ lengthy 
USO‘camp tour during the war. 

Although unable to read music. 
Mme. Carsell was the composer of 
two numbers, “Paradise Valley 
Waltz,” and “Desert Rag.” 


— 


JACK HENSCHEL 
Jack Henschel, 62, died in London. 
Dec. 1 after several months in hos- 
pital. 
Deceased was secretary of Agents 
Assn., which he helped to found. 
He was one of the prominent vaude- 


caster’s topper; William S. Paley. 
CBS board chairman; and Charter 
Heslip, DC rep for MBS, acted for 
radio. Others included Irving Berlin, 








ville agents. Dr. Luther Evans, Librarian of 
—— -- Congress; and spokesmen for the 
Mrs. Ellen Mack Nash, 83. mother| wire services and Washington 


of Mary and Florence Nash, ac-! papers. 


in Miller, National Assn. of Broad- | 





| heaved 


itism, which Samuel Goldwyn owns | 


and will put into 
spring. There are 


production this 
several additional 
in which definite 
been shown and 
to be acquired 


has 
likely 


film interest 
are 


shortly. 


Columbia, for one, was negotiating 


j}and came close to making a pre- 
| production deal for “The Drums of 
| Peace,” play by Leonard Mins and 
|Ted Mabley, which opens in New 
|.York Dec. 27, It's a story about oc- 


cupied Germany, showing that 
American big business is more in- | 
terested in getting trade back to 


normal than insuring democracy and 
future peace in the Reich. 
“Gentlemen’s Agreement,” a Cos- 
|mopolitan mag serial by Laura Z. 
Hobson, also under consideration 
by several companies, including Co- 
jlumbia and RKO. It’s another anti- 
Semitism story, “Children of Vienna” 
{by Robert Neumann, recently pub- 
lished novel of families living under 
the most extreme conditions of post- 


| 


is 


war hardships in Austria, has also 
jattracted interest among film com- 
; panies, 


Generally-accepted explanation of 
the current dearth of meaningful 
pictures is that most of the product 
now. being released was in the plan- 
ning stage around the time of the 
| war’s end. Studios were forced to do 
a quick switchover from plots with 
wartime angles to those with a more 
or less timeless quality. In addition, 
relief at the war's finale provided a 
| spring for a sharp turn by the stu- 
| dios to escapism, As a result, with a 
few exceptions everything 
screens during the current period— 
|and for months to come—has a def- 
jinitely “neutral” quality about it. It 
| will be at least a year to 18 months 
| before present desire for more sig- 
|nificant story material is reflected on 
screens, 

Eastern story department of 20th 
| paid only about $17,000 for “Stool 
| Pigeon,” intending it purely as one 
|of the studio's lower  budgeters, 
| Zanuck, when he saw it, apparently 
recognized it, however, as what he 
needed to give substance to his 
| talked-of desire for significant sto- 
ries, and became highly enthusiastic 
about it. He has assigned Ben Hecht 
|and Charles Lederer to do the script 
'and Victor Mature will have the 
| title role, with the intention of mak- 
| ing it one of the company’s top pro- 
| ductions. 
| Par’s anxiety to get the book by 
| Shapiro, Canadian war correspond- 
ent and broadcaster, is evident from 
|the fact that it gave $10,000 as an 
| option on the basis of nothing more 
| than an outline. Book, now being 
| written, is expected by Doubleday 
| to be one of its top sellers of 1947. 
| Par’s deal is understood to cail for 
| the 10G against $65,000 base price, 








/with an escalator clause providing 


in Phoenix, hosing public relations committee | for a top figure of $200,000, based on 


| sales, 

| ‘Sealed Verdict” goes considerably 
mere story built around 
_the war criminal trials. It approves 
|of taking a harsh view of the Ger- 
mans, but it points up the fact that 
being in the position of judges of 
,the Nazis’ acts of guilt, we must 
/ bring our own national and politi- 
,cal standards to an impeccable plane. 
| Fox's buy of “Stool Pigeon” came 
/about in an unusual manner. Author, 
who had never before written any- 
thing, gave a talk at a meeting of 
the Mystery Writers of America on 
his experiences as a New York crim- 
inal attorney. Some members who 
heard him thought he had the germ 
of a film idea and sent him to Henry 
Klinger, 20th’s assistant eastern 
story editor, who belongs to the 


| beyond a 





hitting | 


| 
| 
| 


| tain 





jumped an 
Main Stem 

break, 
boites 


has 
with 
biggest 
iN. ee 


ot 
getting 
while the east side 
had about a 15% rise 
Had the strike lasted beyond 
Jan. 1, the biggest financial loss. 
and it would have been huge, would 


) 


average ‘ 
the 


Spots 


ie 


have been in the motion picture 
industry, Authorilies said that a 
strike of that length would force 


the closing of all sports and amuse- 
ments in the New York area. As 
it was, film grosses held fairly well 
during the first week of the dimout 
and then, beginning last Tuesday (2), 
started to fall off. Theatre heads 
a sigh of relief when the 
marquees lit up again, because most 
of them felt that the initial dip was 
the beginning of the coal strike 
gouge into boxoffice. Some of the 
circuits, Loew's and RKO in particus 
lar, were ready to close down cer- 
of their neighborhood houses 
in order to conserve fuel for Broad- 
way showcases, 

Indicative of how severe the pre- 
Xmas decline is this year in large1 
cities is the way grosses slumped at 


the big Broadway deluxers this 
week. Several, including the Roxy, 


Capitol and Paramount, were off 


|}around $20,000 each compared with 











Thanksgiving week. 

Legit was the last to feel any effect 
of the fuel shortage, and it wasn't 
due to the brownout alone. Biggest 


pinch on Broadway houses came 
from the cut in railway schedules 
in the New York-New Jersey area, 


which prevented suburbanites from 
attending shows. Good chunk of 
steady legit attendance comes from 
the commuting trade. Result is that 
last week's takes show a marked 
drop, with the blame split between 
the seasonal slump and the strike. 

If anything, radio got a break 
from the strike, inasmuch as station 
operations were not impaired in any 
way and listening probably received 
a boost from the large number of 
people who stayed at home as a 
result of curtailments in other 
amusement fields. 

Chi Dip Only Seasonal 
Chicago, Dec. 10. 

While the dimout was a_ big 
hazard to Chicago show business 
boxoffice few spots lost enough take 
to put them below their nut. While 
iegit and film houses were hit, the 
drop was not much below the usual 
seasonal slump. 

Since Chi’s niteries largely derive 
their b.o. from the home town 
crowd the rail curtailments had lit- 
tle effect on entertainment attend- 
ances. Grosses, while down, were 
not desperate. The Chez Paree has 
been doing ropes-up business to- 
gether with the Latin Quarter, while 
other niteries generally were behind 
the rest of the country in revenue 
losses, 

Coast Unaffected 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Coast show business remained un- 
affected by the coal strike up to its 
end last Saturday (7). 

With attendance virtually indenen- 
dent of local rail travel and almost 
all heat and power derived from 
fuel oil, dimout which affected al- 
most the entire nation left the Coast 
untouched, 


Emergency Orders Dropped 
ashington, Dee. 10. 

Immediately after John L. Lewis 
reversed his previous “no contract, 
no work” stand, Government agen- 
cies hastened to unload orders which 
had been put into effect during the 
few days previously, 

One of the first restrictions to go 
was the brownout which had cov- 
ered 21 states—mostly in the east— 
and which was to be extended io 
most of the remainder of the coun- 
try. 

On Thursday (5), Dan H. Wheeler, 
Deputy Solid Fuels Administrator, 
suggested to the governors of 36 
states that use of coal in “places of 
amusement such as theatres, bowling 
alleys, night clubs,” ete. be elimin- 
ated. All that went down the flue 
Saturday. 

Also wiped out were the railroad 
restrictions, which had cut the num- 
ber of passenger trains and also had 
restricted freight movements. 
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Broadway 


Gene Kelly back to the Coast after 
a short visit east, 

Frank Wirth’s artist model calen- 
dars are eye-fillers. 

Stage Relief Fund marks its 14th 
nniversary Friday (13). 

Bianca Stroock trying: snuff to 
ease painful sinus irritation, 

Hal Olver will agent “A Flag Is 
Born,” going to Chicago soon. 
Grace Moore accorded honorary 
zensnip by city of Cannes. 


a 





ci! _. 

Anne Nichols in from California 
for opening “Abie’s Irish Rose film. 
| Annud 20th-Fox Christmas party | 

red for the Hotel Astor Dec. 24 
a oon 

Maureen O'Hara cocktail-partied 

RKO at the Hampshire House 

ttage yesterday (10). 

‘eter Lawford and Keenan Wynn 
I . k to the Coast after visits to New 
York, Fvie, Akron and Chicago 

Jimmy.” dedicated to the memory 
of the late Jimmy Walker, has been 


congsmithed by Clarence Gaskill. 
Arnold Reuben hosted celebs and 
the press at a preview of his new 


57th street eatery, yesterday (10). 


Charles Walters, of Madison 
Square Garden boxoffice, in acci- 
dent with new Car, fractured five 
» Eadie Dowling, who was 52 Mon- | 
dav (9), tendered testimonial dinne1 

ie Biltmore hotel, Providence 
that cate 
vy Jane Watson out of “Okla- 
to take over lead in “Top- 
of Notre Dame” in Philly to- 
night (Wed.). 


Lawrence Winters, Negro baritone 
in current “Call Me Mister,” signed 
bv S. Hurok for concerts. Will leave | 
show in spring. 

Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild and Radio Guild hold- 
ing annual dance this Friday (13) at | 
the City Center Casino. 

S. Barret McCormick, RKO-ad- 
publicity chief, planed to the Coast 
Thursday (5) for a look at new 
product. Due back in 10 days 

Frank Sinatra to be toastmaster at 
dinner honoring Joe Louis Dec. 16 | 
ut Waldorf, sponsored by Southern | 
Conference for Human Welfare 

Herb Crooker, Metro. publicity | 
chief, back at the homeoffice after | 
huddles with Coast publicity execs 
and a short vacation at Palm Springs. 

Last 10 members of “Gypsy Lady” 
company off for London Thursday | 
(5) on the “America.” Principals | 
left last week on “Queen Elizabeth.” | 

Mildred Ginsberg, wife of Para- | 
mount production chief Henry Gins- | 
berg, back to the Coast Monday (9), 
a week after her husband’s depart- | 
ure, 

Maurice Bergman, Universal's east- 
ern ad-publicity chief, back from trek | 
through the southwest and landing 
in dentist's chair almost day he re- | 
turned 

Earl Wilson motoring to Florida | 
before his “Copacabana” film chore | 
for Sam Coslow-Monte Proser (UA). 
Incidentally, latter deny reports of | 
any feuding, 

John Chapman, Lee _ Simonson, | 
Margaret Webster to take part in 
symposium on “What Plays Should 
Repertory Theatres Do?” at Inter- 
national Dec. 20. 

Gladys Moncrieff, noted Aussie 
Stage star now in N. Y. on vacation, 
leaving on Queen Elizabeth Sat. (14) 
for London to appear with BBC and 
make recordings. 

At a= special inter-faith dinner, 
Cinema Lodge of the B'nai B'rith 
Will pay tribute to Kate Smith and 
Sister Elizabeth Kenny at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., Dec. 17. 

Tito Guizar starts Friday (13) as 
substitute for the ailing Hildegarde 
at the Persian: room of the Plaza. 
Gracie Fields works in the chan- 
toosey’s Stead until Guizar’s preem. 

Sam Rydell, manager of the RKO 
ac fferson, My Re became a grandpop 

iursday (6), making him one of 
youngest grandparents in the indus- 
try. He's a brother of Lou Rydell. 
VARIETY ad chief. 

_Lynn Bari, who arrived in New 
York last Thursday (5) to 0.0. the 
Broadway plays and visit a few 
friends, planes back to the Coast 
Dec. 17. Following day is her birth- 
day and actress wants to be home 
for that. 

By coincidence tomorrow (12) is 

Spyros Skouras’ “name day” (Greek 
custom), which falls on the same day 
that he, with Irving Berlin and Rob- 
ert Sherwood, are being honored at 
a luncheon by the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews. 
mM... film publicist Charles Reed 
es named publicity director of 
he Motion Picture Division of the 
National Foundation for Infantile 
indasteae He'll publicize the film 
Mand PA rhea sega in the 1947 
— imeés drive and will head- 
quarter at the Hotel Astor. 


Miami Beach 


. By Larry Selloway 
_ Chavez and orch at the new Mardi 


mas, 
Mar 





Josephi 
cum arias Del 
. Club -Bali lost over $5,000 when 
urglars ransacked spot. 
gick Merrill and wife, former Toby 
ing. back in town for the winter. 
Billy Lowe playing return engage- 


ee at Ben Gaines Blackamoor 
‘ nN. 


a click at 


| the prospective customer 


with Martha Raye at Beachcomber in 
January. 

Louis Sobol and Ear] Wilson re- 
served rooms at rd Tarleton for 
winter visit. 

Diosa Costello and Pupi Campo 
into Five O'Clock Club for the new 
show Dec. 18. 

Colonial Inn, opening for se€ason 
Dec. 26, still trying to get Jimmy 
Durante for February date. 

Barbara Long, Al Robinson, Alkali 
Ike and Paul Drake in new lineup at 
Don Richards Famous Door. 

Now doubtful that Milton Berle 
will be able to fill his Copa contract, 


| with his new radio show holding up 
the deal 

Club HaHa opens Thursday night 
(11) with Jackie Maye and Karen 
Parker heading lineup. Babe Baker 
hosts again. 

Rash of opening past week 





brought out the crowds with the cafe | 


Copacabana, Little 
Frolics on successive 


society hitting 
Palm and the 
nights 

Walter Jacobs hosting “Queen for 
a Day” winner at his Lord Tarleton 
hotel, with local amusement 
showing her the town on three suc- 


| cessive nights 


Every publisher and radio station 
head in town at Art Childers Little 
Palm Club opening, with Walter 
Winchell heading the nightly regu- 
lars who make the spot their hang- 
out 

Jack Marshall, Copsey & Ayres and 


Betty Reilly set for Dec. 18 show at 
Clover Club. Tony Lopez and his 
rumba junta added to musical 


section, splitting show cutting chores 
with Ken Delaney’s unit. 











| Florida Chill 


me, Continued from page 1 





memset aneem 


here. are definitely open for reserva- 
tions. Weather vane is luxury-center 
Lincoln road, where biz is off last 
vear’s take in no uncertain receipts; 
Christmas rush is expected to help. 

What worsens the~picture is the 
fact that most operations, including 
the niteries, refuse to lower prices. 
Claims of high eosts won't convince 
Cancella- 
tions and letters being received at- 
test to that. 

Whether they like it or not, most 


| are resigning themselves to a “nor- 


mal” season of 10 weeks, at the most. 
At present, most hotels are running 
40 to 50% of capacity, with niteries 
and restaurants reflecting ‘(outside 
of a few) that ratio 

Some of the wiser heads are gird- 
ing themselves for an adjustment 


| downward. There are too many night 


restaurants, too 
and apart- 


spots, 
‘many 


too many 
rooming houses 


ments, too many shops and probably 
| too many hotels. In the recent lush 


years, there was more than enough 
to go around. What many forgot was 
that just two years ago there were 


!a small proportion of hotels, com- 


paratively, to cater to tourists (with 
the Army and Navy still here). Last 


year, there were still some of the 
bigger spots on the mainland in 
service. Now, with all returned for 


civilian usage, new apartments built, 
and all hotels bidding for trade, plus 
the uncertain picture up north, a re- 
turn to normal finds them all unpre- 
pared for what in prewar years 
would have been a fair season. 


Night Club Picture Clouded 


The night club picture here, espe- 
cially, is a clouded one. Those high 
budgets for acts may ruin them all. 
Some of the bigger ops are plenty 
worried. They might get the big 
spenders for one visit or two, but 
after that, what? The average guy 
is already evidencing, by his staying 
away, that he’s not going to spend 
eanywhere from $3.50 to $7.50 for din- 
ner, then pay an additional minlf- 
mum beverage charge of $3-$4. He's 
looking for a return to an inclusive 
charge of béverage or food for his 
money. The first bistro op who real- 
izes this will probably clean up, it’s 
indicated. Yet, most insist that they 
just can't afford to install that 
charge, though they face certain 
losses under the system which pre- 
vailed in recent seasons, when the 
black market and war-coin was here. 

Northern publicity and column 
items about another fantastically 
priced setup here hasn't helped any. 
The average guy's buck, one vet 
operator points out, will remain up 
there as long as he thinks he'll be 
over-assessed if he does come down 
this Winter. Consensus of opinion 
among oldtimers locally is with con- 
ditions as they have been up north, 
and with most prospective visitors 
obviously affected by those scare 
news stories and analyses of an im- 
pending recission, we can expect a 
“normal” season, like it or not. 
Which means 10 good weeks. 

The levelling-off process is here, 
and in no uncertain terms. The com- 
ing season will see a struggle for 
the dough, with the weaker and 
more grasping due to fall by the 











Willie Howard to be co-featured 


wayside. 


eds | 


|M 





London 


_Roy Fox and band booked for en- 
tire summer season at the Isle of 
an. 
_ Next Palladium show is due early 
in April with Tomm, Trinder, now 
touring Australia, as the star. 
Marius Goring reading pla~ sent 
him by Theatre, Inc, in which they 
want him to appear on Broadway. 
Neil McKinnon, Scottish comic, 
known on both sides of the Atlantic 
many years ago as Neil Kenyon, 
left $96,460. 
Max Bacon 
operation for 


out of 
throat 


after 
which 


hospital 
trouble, 


will keep him from working till 
early next year. 

Oscal Homolka hopes tO be back 
here next year to appear in a new 
play by Norman Ginsbury called 
“The King Couldn't Sleep.” 

Carroll Levis. vauder, has writte: 
a song titled “Nobody Loves My 
Baby Like Me.” which Lawrence 
Wright is publishing shortly 

The Leon Kimberlys to New York 
on the America Dec. 14. Mrs. Kim- 


berly will vacation for two months, 
while he expects to be back in two 
weeks. 

Ruggero Ruggeri, ace Italian actor, 


has been engaged by Compagna 
Laura Adani to play the judge role 
in Elsa Shelley’s “Pick-Up Girl,” 
which is to open at Milan early next 
year. 

Princess Elizabeth and Princess 
Margaret saw Freddie Lonsdale’s 


play, “But for the Grace of God,” at 
St. James’s the other night with 
most of the audience unaware they 
were present 

Anne Falco, American warble 
here, is sister of Diana Ward, for- 
mer American musical comedy star, 
who has been operating the Cocoa 
Nut Grove, one of oldest 
London, for years. 


Ross Sisters, one of the attractions 
in Val Parnell’s revue, “Piccadilly 


Hayride” at the Prince of Wales, are | 


out, due to one of the gals being in 
hospital for slight oper: tion and an- 


other of the incapacitated while 
balancing on pedestal during their 
act. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Tara Barry. Irish star, here to play 
in “Gay Rosalinda.” 

Harry Watt given a cocktail party 
by Sydney office of Ealing on his 
arrival, 

Biz very bright in Adelaide, with 


vaude at Majestic under Fuller man- | 


agement. 

Trevor Hedberg rejoined Hoyts as 
top circuit engineer. Hedberg quit 
to go into the auto biz. 

Norman B. Rydge sees bright fu- 
ture for the Aussie pix production 
industry in the year ahead. 


Whitehall Productions appears to 
have a winner with “Life With 
Father” at Minerva, Sydney. 


Charles Goldsmith, Metro execu- 
tive. will make extensive New 
Zealand tour after Aussie visit. 

Biz still plenty hot with “Over- 
landers” (BEF) in Sydney (9th 
week), Melbourne, Adelaide and 
Brisbane. 

Jack Musgrove, ace dance opera- 
tor in Sydney. is introducing sum- 
mer swing concerts on a_eonce- 
weekly basis. 


Greater Union will shortly add a 
couple more nabe houses to chain via 
Norman B. Rydge, who plans bigger 
loop coverage. 

Tommy Trinder, a hit at the 
Tivoli, Melbourne, for Dave Martin, 
looks to do six weeks on two-a-day. 
Due in Sydney next. . 

Producer Ken G. Hall is in Lon- 
don buying latest technical equip- 
ment for the Rank-Rydge-GUT Cine- 
sound-Pagewood studios. 

Permission to serve beer and 
wines in Sydney cafes having just 
been okayed by government, eatery 
biz is capacity at present here. 

Indicated that Warners will make 
another bid to the authorities for 
permission to erect own cinema in 
Sydney on own site. First plea was 
nixed. 

Dan Carroll is improving after a 
major operation. He heads the 
Prince Edward theatre, Sydney, the 
ace indie house playing Paramount 
product. 

“Follow the Girls,” still big in 
Sydney at Royal on fifth week for 
Williamson-Tait, is dated to play all 
Aussie and New Zealand spots after 
Sydney run. 

Lieut.-Col. Jim Davidson, former 
Aussie top band leader, back as pro- 
ducer for Tivoli loop, returns to 
khaki to take over Aussie entertain- 
ment in Japan. 

U. S. acts presently set for Sydney 
dating via the Dave Martin Tivoli 
loop include Jan Rubini, Nelson Clif- 
ford, Marie Marion and C. Ray 
Smith. Biz brisk on the two-a-day. 

Fight for the Davis Cup between 
Australia and U. S. in Melbourne 
next month is set to draw capacity 
crowds. Will likely take a lot of 
dough from film boxoffice matinees. 

Moore Raymond, Aussie author, 
has arrived from London for look- 
see of Aussie field for Sir Alexander 
Korda. He's seeking an Aussie boy 
to play in “Smiley,” local produc- 
tion. ? 


clubs in | 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


—————— 


tap routines for “If the Shoe Fits.” 

Harp Vaughn, nitery owner 
former pro football player, elected 
to state legislature. 

Al Steppling, former 
nouncer, back on staff 
temporary assignment. 

Leo Freedman in ahead of 


WJAS an- 
again on a 


“Love 





Goes to Press” and Sam Weller back 
| drum-beating “Oklahoma!” 

| Singer Peter Higgins has come 
| homes for the holidays and to give 


his voice a three-week 


rest. 

Nixon Cafe show has Flores and 
DeCorba, Cecil Lewin, Jack Lane's 
Love Birds and Bob Carte: 

Ellen Foley, forme: Marty 
| Schramm vocalist, has joined Howdy 


Baum’s band at Balconades 
Mrs. Harry Kalmine in from N. Y 
to spend a few days with her sister 
Carnegie Tech drama school do- 
ng George Ade’s “College Widow” 
nder direction of Lawrence Carra 
Deitmar Poppen, summer opera 
favorite at Pitt Stadium. around 
again this week in “Student Prince.” 
Johnny Harris and Jimmy Balmer 
will fly to Mexico City next month 


for instaliation of new Variety Club 
tent. 

Ted Blake, Nikolai’s dance trio. 
Silver Cyclones and Claire Ray 
dancers in Club Belvedere’s new 


show. 

George Lazard. 
Nixon Cafe for 20 
tirement to take 
Carousel] 


head waiter at 
years, oul 
Similar pos 


>. . 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
“Anna Lucasta” into Lyceum week 
| of Dec, 16. 
| North Star 
|Our Town.” 
“Hollywood in Miniature” at loop 
|; department store. 
| James Melton drew capacity at St. 
, Paul Auditorium. 
Leo Pieper orchestra 
| Lowry Terrace Cafe. 
| Bennie Berger in Atlantic City to 
attend Zionist meeting. 
Prom Ballroom has Don 
orchestra for four nights. 
| Wynn Claire, Warner & Leigh. and 
Francisco into Curly’s nitery. 
| University of Minnesota theatre 
| presented “Skin of Your Teeth.” 


Drama Guild offering 


into Hotel 


Glasser 


“Prof.” Lamberti held over at 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 
Liberace into Hotel Radisson 


| Flame Room for fourth engagement. 
Car] Brisson broke Hotel Radisson 
| Flame Room attendance record dur- 
|ing three-week engagement. 
| Ballet Russe playing two 
| here with Minneapolis 
| orchestra and one in St. Paul. 

Bob Murphy, Star and Tribune 
| movie editor and critic, back from 
three-week Hollywood studio news 
jaunt. 

LeRoy J. Mitler, Universal branch 
manager, recovering from major 
operation at St. Mary’s hospital. 
Omaha, his former home town. 


Birthday Ball 


Contmued from page 1 


nights 

















theatre people have agreed quietly 
and informally to shelve the whole 
business—going along only 
extent of passing the hat in their | 
theatres during the week of 
March of Dimes drive. They are 
what happened last year. 

At that time, there were two 


committee vow “never again.” 


1. Metro sent on Van Johnson and 
Margaret O’Brien and the result 
was that they got top 


in newspaper pictures. However. 
stars sent by other studios charged 
that Metro had deliberately framed 
everything to get the best publicity 
for its people. This was 
denied here even by the D. C. reps 
of ther other studios. 

2. The local committee and the 
New York collided head-on 
the latter muscled in on the Wash- 
ington show. The White House re- 
ception for the stars has 








| best name players here to entertain 
| and, as such, the meeting and 
‘luncheon with the President has 


been carefully guarded by the local 


New York committee sent 
werd it was bringing a delegation 
of news and radio people to take 
part in the luncheon. These people 
were not prepared to go on and en- 
tertain here at the Birthday Ball. 
Some admitted frankly they came to 
Washington only to get in on the 
White House luncheon. The result 
was much recrimination and an ex- 


two committees. 
This year, according to 


to do nothing in the way of special 
celebrations short of a specific re- 
quest from President Truman him- 
self. 





Don Liberto, local lad, staged the | 


and } 


Hollywood 


Henry Fonda to Mexico City. 

Peggy Singleton laid up with fiu. 

Wallace Beery vacationing in Las 
Vegas. 


Dore Schary returned from Man- 
| hattan. 

Archie Stout on vacatio n New 
Orleans. 


Ellen Drew 
vacation 

Danny Thomas will open at Slapsie 
Maxie’s Jan. 

Sam Rosey returned from an east- 
ern talent hunt. 

Skinnay Ennis to Palm Springs for 


to Palm Springs on 


a short vacation. 
Victor McLaglen broke two ribs 
a motor crash 
Bobby Stone to Des Moines for the 
rist holidays. 
Margaret Ettinger setting up of- 
ices WU London and Paris 
R. J. O'Donnell returned to Dallas 
ter tw weeks in Hollywood 
Steve Brooks resigned as publicity 
ector for California Pictures 
Bradjiey King returned to film 
vriting after seven years in retire- 
ment 


Glenn Langan laid up with an in- 


jured back, result of a fall from a 
horse 

Pert Vine in from New York to 
join the staff of Ed Scofield Asso- 
clates, 

George Raft going east on com- 


pletion of 
raqio ae al. 
Louis Jourdan, 


his current picture on a 


French ctor, 


a ( 
checked into David O. Selznick’s 
organization. 

Fred Elswit, recently discharged 


from the Army, rejoined the William 


| Morris agency. 


} 


' 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


; apartment 


| 
| 


! 
j 


still cut and bleeding here from | ang 


|} monies will be televised for 


; billing | time this year, in addition to coast- 
throughout, including the best breaks | to-coast broadcast. 


| 
| 





angrily | 


always 
been regarded as top bait to get the | 


} 


committee. Last year, however, the | manen 
down | here. 





| 
H 


| 
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Paul Lukas in from Montreal 
where he made pic for a Canadian 
film company. 

Paul Jones returned to his pro- 
ducing job after a month of vaca- 
tioning in Nevada. 

Cliff Lewis to Mexico 
huddles with Merian C. 
about “The Fugitive.” 

Clark Ramsay checked out of Uni- 
versal to become veepee of the Mon- 
roe Greenthal agency. 

Paul Malvern to Oregon on a 
three-month leave of absence from 
Universal-International. 

Tyrone Power draws the Interna- 
tional Sound Research Institute's 
1946 award for diction. 


City for 
Cooper 


_ Paul Riesman anc John Kennedy 
in town to sign talent for the St. 
Louis Municipal Opera. 

Bill Edwards obtained a release 


from his actor contract with Para- 
mount after four years on the lot. 
Bernard Herzbrun presented with 
a scroll in recognition of his services 
as a founding member of the Society 


Symphony | °f Motion Picture Art Directors. 


The Hal Hornes finally found an 
r after sojourning at the 
Bel-Air. Mrs. Horne joins the Story 
Productions exec directly after the 
first of the year. 

George Jessel, after a slight illness 
at the Associated Press dinner, came 
back the next night, as hearty as 
ever, to emcee the banquet for the 


; National Association of Professional 


Leagues. 


Washington, D. C. 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Sam Gershwin, National 





Screen 


Service exee, in on company busi- 
to the | ness. 


Layry B. Eatus, Loew district 


the | Manager, here past week con bining 


biz with visit to wife’s family. 
George Trilling, Fabian booker, 
boss Bernie Brooks, in and out 
of the local exchanges last week. 
Radio and newsreel reps joined 


developments which made the D. C.| town’s press corps at first postwar 


White House press reception 
Friday (6). 

White House Christmas tree cere- 
first 


last 


Francis Harmon, veepee, and 


press agents accompanying the lesser | Treasurer George Borthwick here 


past weekend to lay groundwork for 
MPA’s first D. C. monthly board 
meeting. 

Columbia’s D.C. exchange getting 
extensive face-lifting during absence 
of district manager Sam Galanty 
and branch head Ben Kaplan, who 
are off to Chicago to attend com- 


National March of Dimes group from! Pany’s sales meeting. 
after | 





Stockholm 


Tino Rossi visiting Sweden for 
successful concerts. 

Edvard Persson, Swedish actor, is 
back from his U. S. visit. 

Warners showing “Mildred Pierce” 
at Roda Kvarn in Stockholm. 

Finnish actress Mirjami Kuos- 
working on a Swedish pic 


Swedish - born German 
Kristina Soederbaum 
for some weeks. 

Swiss film “Die Letze Chance” 
(“The Last Chance”) being shown 
all over Sweden to great success. 

Magnus Kronlund, Swedish re- 
porter for Daily Mail (London), try- 
ing his hand at a film screenplay. 

Swedish actor Georg Funkquist, 
returned to Sweden after French 


actress 
visiting here 


change of accusations between the | visit, offered a role in a French film. 


Recently - finished film called 


inside “Hotel Kakbrinken,” is the 10th film 
word, the local committee expects | about Stockholm’s Old Town since 


“Film-Week” held here recently 
to celebrate 50th anniversary of films 
in Sweden, with Film-Museum in 
Stockholm making all arrangements. 
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